
Hi Folks, 
 
After a brief time off, the SFPUC will resume meeting (online) this coming Tuesday, April 14 
at 1:30pm.  It will be easier to comment because you can do it from home.  The agenda and 
instructions for commenting are posted 
at https://sfwater.org/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=15231 
 
We don’t have a particular item of interest on the agenda, but will be encouraging the 
Commission to follow up on our Interim Proposal that we put forward in February.  Anyone 
can make a statement (up to three minutes) at the beginning of the meeting during “Public 
Comment.” 
 
Our Interim Proposal was discussed at the February 25 SFPUC meeting.  We proposed that 
the SFPUC could voluntarily release their share of the 40% of unimpaired flow adopted (but 
not yet implemented) by the State Water Board for at least two years.  If those years are dry, 
and then we experience a third dry year, they could revert back to current baseflows and 
manage their extremely conservative 8.5-year Design Drought.  This is because demand is 
very low right now — just 192 million gallons per day.  Our proposal would improve 
conditions for at least the first two years of a drought without the SFPUC compromising their 
Level of Service goals.  Whenever we didn't experience three or more consecutive dry years, 
the Tuolumne would benefit from higher instream flows. 
 
25 marvelous supporters spoke eloquently at the February 25 meeting, and after our 
testimony, Commissioner Francesca Vietor made three requests: 
 1) To revisit the SFPUC resolution she championed lat year, and elevate the 
conversation.  She stated that the directives in the resolution have failed to produce results. 
 2) To direct staff to draft a resolution opposing the recent Federal biological opinion 
for the Delta and supporting the State’s lawsuit. 
 3) To ask staff to answer the question, "What would it take for the SFPUC to manage 
the Design Drought with the Bay Delta Plan in effect?” 
 
To date, we have yet to hear a response from SFPUC staff. 
 
We're hoping some of our supporters will call in on Tuesday and express their support for 
restoration of the Tuolumne River, and encourage the SFPUC to address Commissioner 
Vietor’s requests.  For background, I'm planning to give a webinar on our Interim Proposal 
this coming Monday (April 13) at 1pm, so if you would like to receive an invitation to 
participate, please send me a note and I'll reply with how you can join us on Zoom (Zoom is 
easy to use, so even if you haven’t tried it before, you shouldn’t have any problems — just 
click a link and follow the cues). 
 
Also, in case you didn’t see it, former Congressman George Miller had an excellent editorial 
in the Chronicle earlier this week —What Gov. Gavin Newsom needs to do to protect state’s 
water future — https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/article/What-Gov-Gavin-Newsom-needs-
to-do-to-protect-15178532.php 
 
 
And, if you haven’t already contributed, I would greatly appreciate your support of my 
participation in the (virtual) Great Race for Saving Water.  You can visit my fundraising page 
at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-drekmeier 
 
 



Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
-Peter 
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Policy Director	
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