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Open Letter to the Pacifica City Council 
March 6, 2013 

 

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

 

The Caltrans project to widen Highway One from Reina Del Mar to Fassler Avenue, if it takes 
place, would be the largest construction project in Pacifica in a very long time and would affect 
most area residents on a daily basis.  We, the undersigned residents of Pacifica and the 
Coastside,  therefore request that the City of Pacifica engage in a comprehensive review of 
Caltrans' plans. The City Council and the Planning Commission, in conjunction with concerned 
and informed citizens, need to fully review and provide input on the design of the project.   

Transportation planning in Pacifica should not merely be the responsibility of a distant 
bureaucracy.  It is the responsibility of local government to ensure that any project undertaken 
here will be the best possible for the City of Pacifica. We call upon you as our leaders to actively 
engage in the framing and examination of options in order to arrive at the best choices possible. 
This was done in Half Moon Bay – both its City Council and Planning Commission had 
significant input into the design of Highway 92 modifications.  

We believe a review of the Caltrans’s plans will reveal issues of concern to local residents.  For 
example, Caltrans has not developed and made public a plan to provide for smooth flow of 
traffic during the construction process, which would last at least 2 years, nor is there any public 
plan to provide for continuous access to businesses along Highway 1 and in the Rockaway Beach 
area.  Furthermore, post-construction impacts on businesses in the West Rockaway business 
district need to be investigated; the design could discourage tourists and local residents from 
patronizing those businesses.  The visual impacts of the project also need to be addressed; the 
design calls for widening the highway to more than twice its present width and possibly 
including sound walls and large retaining walls.  

Caltrans has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Report on the project, and it is imperative 
that the City Council and the Planning Commission conduct a public review of that document.   
The time is now for Pacifica to study the project, ask the necessary questions, and request that 
Caltrans modify the project if modifications would be in the best interest of Pacifica. 

We ask the Pacifica City Council to act in a timely, positive and decisive manner on this issue. 
Decisions affecting Pacifica need to be made by Pacificans. Caltrans may own the asphalt, but 
this is our home. 

Please contact either of the undersigned circulators of this letter with your response. 
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Tom Edminster. Circulator  
tedminster@gmail.com  
650-248-2077 
 
Hal Bohner, Circulator 
hbohner@earthlink.net 
650-359-4257 

 

Cindy Abbott  
Lynn Adams 
Todd Bray 
Ian Butler 
Victor Carmichael 
Bill Collins 
Ann  Cooney  
Leslie Davidson  
Kim  Day  
Ann Edminster 
Jeri Flinn,  

past President of  
Pacifica's Environmental Family and 
past President and founder of the 
Pacifica Beach Coalition  

Sherry Flumerfelt  
Ana Garcia 
Edwin Earl Geer Sr. 
Laurie Goldberg 
Margaret Goodale  
Nancy Hall 
Avril  Hughes  

Cynthia Kaufman 
Mary Keitelman 
Peter Loeb 
Grace Mackertich 
Dave Martinez 
Roger Mascio 
John Maybury 
Ron Maykel 
Margo Meiman  
Clark Natwick 
Bob Pilgrim 
Stella Pilgrim 
Mitch Reid,  

Citizens Alliance for a Tunnel 
Solution (CATS) 

Karen Rosenstein 
Pete Shoemaker 
Lou  Sian  
Dan Underhill 
Dinah Verby 
Stan  Zeavin 

	  


