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MUNICIPALITIES BATTLE LITTER, CITIZENS ENCOURAGED TO DO THE SAME 

Summer means picnics, hikes, beach trips, and all sorts of fun outings, but it also means more litter on 
trails, in parks, and on beaches.  When litter hits the ground it is more than just an eye sore, especially 
plastic litter.  Plastic litter is easily washed into local creeks, the Bay, and out into the Ocean where it is 
endangering bird and marine life.  

Bay Area municipalities are tackling the issue head on and have made significant progress in the past five 
years to reduce the amount of trash reaching local waterways.  Municipalities in San Mateo, Santa Clara, 
Alameda, and Contra Costa counties are implementing local, long-term reduction plans intended to meet a 
deadline of eliminating impacts from trash in waterways by 2022.  To date, municipalities have installed 
thousands of devices that capture trash in storm drains, adopted nearly 100 local ordinances banning 
distribution of litter-prone items such as single-use plastic bags and foam food containers, and annually 
help facilitate cleanups at over 300 creek and shoreline trash “hot spots.”  

While municipalities are doing what they can to control trash in the urban environment, residents play a 
major role in preventing litter in the first place.  “It’s indisputable,” states Matthew Fabry of the San 
Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program.  “Litter from events like picnics is a 100 percent 
preventable source of water pollution.  The most common littered material we find is plastic, which does 
not biodegrade – it breaks down into tiny particles that absorb toxins such as PCBs (Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls) that are ingested by marine organisms and found at unsafe levels in marine organisms, 
including fish in San Francisco Bay.”  

Residents can easily prevent this type of pollution through simple planning.  When packing for an outing, 
think reusable instead of disposable, such as using cloth napkins, silverware, and stainless steel water 
bottles. Avoid single-use items like bottled water, sandwich bags and cellophane wrappers that are 
lightweight and especially prone to being blown away and becoming litter. When an event is over, do a 
final check to ensure every last item is picked up. 

Residents can also prevent pollution from entering waterways by volunteering at a litter cleanup. San 
Mateo County is preparing to celebrate the 30th anniversary of its largest cleanup event – Coastal Cleanup 
Day, which takes place on September 20, 2014 with over 30 sites throughout the County. 

-more- 



“Last year, nearly 25,000 lbs. of trash and recyclables were removed from local creeks and shorelines on 
Coastal Cleanup Day and it would not have been possible without the thousands of volunteers who care 
enough about the environment to come out and spend a few hours of their Saturday picking up litter,” 
says Fabry. 

 

For more information on how to volunteer at Coastal Cleanup Day, please visit www.flowstobay.org/ccd.  

For more information on the thousands of trash capture devices that have been installed in the Bay Area, 
visit http://www.sfestuary.org/our-projects/water-quality-improvement/trashcapture/.  

For more information on local trash load reduction plans, visit 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/stormwater/MRP/C10/2014/San_
Mateo_County/index.shtml.  

For more information on the regional social media campaign, visit www.bethestreet.org.   
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