
Long ago, Serra Center had the Serra 6 movie 
theaters, where I took my high school girlfriend to see 
the midnight showing of "The Song Remains the 
Same", "Rocky Horror Picture Show," and other 
fabulous flicks back in the 1970s. A few years prior, 
the short-lived Bumbleberry Pie Shop chain was right 
across the driveway, greeting movie patrons with the 
smell of fresh pie. Fresh Choice ultimately took over 
that spot, and had a long run before fizzling out less 
than a year ago. Local foodies were thrilled to hear 
that the Peninsula's first Black Bear Diner franchise 
was going to take its place.   
 
Black Bear has a fan base and brand equity as high-
quality as In-N-Out Burger; there are legions of 
devotees, and having an outpost here locally was 
rocking good news.oriented, family dining concept  
 
Finally, it's opened, and Pacificans who have visited, 
including myself, happily approve. After many months 
of witnessing the construction during visits to Target, I 
was invited by Helen Fisicaro, mayor of Colma, to 
witness the Grand Opening festivity. I knew the Black 
Bear chain well, from long-ago visits to Mount Shasta 
City, where the Black Bear Diner chain first got its 
start in 1995. There I regularly feasted on giant 
breakfast and lunch plates in a down-home 
environment as American as apple pie. Since then I 
had been to the Emeryville and Hegenberger 



locations, but those visits fell short of the original in 
MSC. But the new outpost in Colma does not 
disappoint and definitely captures the perfect essence 
of MSC and the Black Bear chain. I had a giant 
"Volcano Breakfast" and waited a half-hour for a 
seat. All the staff were really nice and eager to please; 
the service was second to none. Next time I want to 
have their famous Chicken Fried Steak with 
Gravy. Outside, wooden bear statues greet you!   
 
Former Pacifica Economic Development Manager 
Ann Stedler did a survey (What Businesses Do 
Pacificans Want To See?), which got Black Bear 
many votes, but she came up short and could not 
deliver one to us. Congratulations to Colma! 
 
For more info: blackbeardiner.com    
 
Black Bear Diner is a regular contributor to local and 
national causes, such as Make a Wish Foundation 
and the National Parks Foundation. 
 
Victor Spano 


