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Pacifica Historical Society
President’s Message from Judy Heldberg
Dear Everyone,
Welcome to our latest newsletter in this strange new world. If history has taught
us anything, it is to expect the unexpected. We certainly got that this time. But
included here is a wealth of information and articles to keep you busily reading.
Our editor, Ken Miles, has done himself proud with his contributions. Enjoy!

With our stay at home time, we are cleaning out a couple of rooms at my house,
and finding much junk and a few treasures. If you are doing the same, and have
photos or other items to donate to PHS, please let us know. We are working on
new exhibits and would welcome your contributions.
Also, of course, we still need donations. Even when dark, our operating expenses are about $100/day,
with utilities, insurance, etc. You can join as a member, or make donations on our website or through
PayPal. Any and all contributions will be greatly appreciated.
Until we are able to meet again in person, stay safe, wash your hands and be kind to each other.
Judy Heldberg,
President, PHS

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR:
I’m Ken Miles, your Pacifica Historical Society Newsletter editor, wishing everyone good health and better
times. We are in the Digital Age whether we like it or not. The Pacifica Historical Society is trying something new, sending our quarterly newsletter to our membership via the Internet. We expect to save a few
dollars in mailing fees and a little time making copies for mailing and delivering your newsletter to you.
We will continue to mail newsletters to members who do not have access to the Internet. If you have an
email address and access to the Internet, and are receiving this newsletter via postal mail, it is because
we don't have your correct email address. Pease provide us your email address, so you can receive your
newsletter with photographs in color and links to interesting videos, etc.
Lastly, I encourage you to send your thoughts and suggestions to the Editor to help us improve our Newsletter.
If you wish to unsubscribe from receiving this Newsletter,
Reply by email or postal mail to the Editor requesting to unsubscribe.
The Editor’s email address is: pac.hist.soc.newsletter@earthlink.net.
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A LIST OF EVENTS “TEMPORARILY ON HOLD” UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
DUE TO THE CONVID-19 PANDEMIC AND SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS:

1. THE PHS BOOK CLUB may have a “Zoom Meeting” soon for its members. The Book Club previously agreed to read
one or more of various books about architect Julia Morgan.
2. THE PHS RUMMAGE SALE AT THE MUSEUM: Usually meets Fri. & Sat. on the 2nd weekend of the month.
3. GRAND OPENING OF EXHIBIT: PEDRO POINT & SHELTER COVE is on hold. This is part of the Pacifica Historical Society's studies of Pacifica’s distinct neighborhoods. The exhibit will look at the history of Pedro Point and Shelter Cove
since the early 1900s, including photos, newspaper articles, artifacts and a video presentation.
4. THE “EMERITUS TEA PARTY” (For Society Members & Guests Only) to honor emeritus members Jerry Crow, Kathleen Manning, and
Marvin Morganti will be held at the Pacifica Coastside Museum at a
later date.
5. PACIFICA JACK CHEESE CONTEST: pending sometime soon.
6. VISIT TO MILLBRAE CITY HISTORY MUSEUM, at 420 Popular Ave,
Millbrae; Carriage House and Train Museums.
7. ARTICHOKE LUNCHEON.
8. PHS QUARTERLY MEETING: A talk about the beaching of the USS
Johnson, a Navy destroyer destined to be scrapped.
9. NEW EXHIBIT: “Unusual Happenings in Pacifica,” with a reception
coupled with “storytelling” by the public. Planned for mid-June.
Stay tuned for details.
10. VENDOR SALE 7 FLEA MARKET, planned for June in the Museum’s parking lot, is on hold. Stay tuned for details.

A CALL FOR CLIPPERS!
Arguably the most valued part of the archives of the Pacifica Historical Society is its collection of
clipped articles from the Pacifica Tribune, dating back more than 50 years. For many decades the
Pacifica Tribune was “the first draft" of Pacifica’s history, so the PHS has organized and
filed these clippings by subject. For several years a group of PHS “Clippers” met weekly, sharing
their memories as they worked. Over the last several years, however, the Clippers group has drifted away, and boxes of unclipped newspapers have accumulated. These newspapers are a fascinating record and a treasury of information about Pacifica’s past and present, but preserving this
record takes time and effort. We’re in need of a revived Clippers group to take on this project. During these times of sheltering in place, clipping can be done alone from home (or in an isolated work space in the Museum), until the Clippers can again have the fun of working together
and reminiscing. If you think you might be interested in helping with this activity, please contact
Carolyn Miller <cmmkm1098@aol.com>. You can get set up for a sample trial to see if you are "cut
out” for this way to volunteer and learn more Pacifica history.
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DONATIONS
The Pacifica Historical Society (PHS) is a non-profit organization. It costs us approximately $100 a day to operate the Museum and to pay the on-going bills (electric & gas, water, supplies and cleaning services, etc.).
We also are rebuilding the Ocean Shore Railroad car and providing events and activities for our members
and the public.
One may ask, “How Does PHS Raise Funds?” The answer is, “It’s not easy.” PHS depends on volunteers to
do almost everything, occasionally paying for outside services like painting the Museum. Our funds come
from annual membership fees, monthly rummage sales at the Museum, special events for which we charge
reasonable entry fees, and much-appreciated donations.
If you are not a current member of the Pacifica Historical Society, please join us. Ask your family members
and friends to join PHS. Consider donating funds to the Pacifica Historical Society when planning your will
or living trust. We also seek volunteers from the community to serve as docents for the museum and to
help with certain projects such as manning booths at the Fog Fest, helping trim the plants around the Museum building, or working on the OSRR car now behind Vallemar Station. Lastly, DONATIONS: If you have
anything stuck away in the corner of your attic or garage that may be related to Pacifica’s past, like photographs, old political posters or signs, police or firemen’s uniforms, high school yearbooks, local Native
American/Ohlone artifacts (arrow heads), business signs, etc., please consider donating your historic artifacts to the Museum. We Would Love To Hear From You.

IN RECOGNITION

To Becca Wilson, A Certificate of Our Appreciation

The board of the Pacifica Historical Society recently voted to give a Scholar
Award to our docent Becca Wilson upon her graduation from Terra Nova
High School Class of 2020. A proclamation in her honor read in part:
Whereas,

A Docent Training Program was established [by the Pacifica
Historical Society] to train volunteers to welcome visitors to
our Pacifica Coastside Museum, to explain our exhibits, functions, and history, and

Whereas,

Becca Wilson requested to be able to train as a Pacifica Historical Society docent when a sophomore in high school; and attended all training classes on time, prepared and thoughtful,
and

Whereas,

Becca Wilson has faithfully fulfilled her duty as a docent, pairing with an adult, and has been an involved member of the
PHS for three years.

The Board of Directors and fellow Pacifica Historical Society Docents do
hereby proclaim Becca Wilson a “Best Young Docent” and wish her well in
her future endeavors.
(Prepared by Susan Stallard for the President and Board)
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Happy Birthday Shirlee !
The Pacifica Historical Society wishes Shirlee Gibbs, our Vice President, a very happy birthday this Memorial Day. Shirlee said she’s
39, again. Funny, many of us have known her a heck of a lot longer
than 39 years. Shirlee is the one sitting down with a red hat on,
surrounded by friends and neighbors, while a parade of nearly a
hundred cars and trucks filled with well-wishers drive-by, waving
to Shirlee, saying through their COVID-19 facemasks,
Photo by Horace Hinshaw

“Happy Birthday Shirlee”.

How Did Pacifica Get Its Name ?
Pacifica was a statue created by Ralph Stackpole for the 1939–1940 Golden Gate International Exposition held
on Treasure Island in the San Francisco Bay. Stackpole's largest sculpture, it towered 81 feet (25 m) over the entrance
to the Cavalcade of the Golden West in the Court of Pacifica. The Court of Pacifica was dedicated to the heroic explorers of Pacific Ocean territories. Pacifica was the theme statue for the exposition, representing world peace, neighborliness, and the power of a unified Pacific coast.
The original 80 foot tall sculpture of Pacifica that
graced the Golden Gate International Exhibition on
Treasure Island was destroyed by the Navy in 1941
when they took possession of the island: https://
www.roadsideamerica.com/tip/23827
Goddess of Pacific Unity finds her home in the Pacifica
Coastside Museum: http://www.pacificatribune.com/
news/goddess-of-pacific-unity-finds-home-in-localmuseum/article_c1c4a7b8-81eb-11e6-a54c9b3101a251e8.html
A 15 ft. statue of Pacifica at SF City College.
Below: a sketch of Pacifica

Ralph Stackpole's statue of Pacifica was the inspiration for naming Pacifica Pacifica! The Goddess of
Peace represented all the indigenous people and nations located along the continental shores and islands
of the Pacific Ocean. Her face graced our city’s cars
and stationery. Small models of her stood in front of
the City Council. An eight foot model of Pacifica is at
the Pacifica Coastside Museum for visitors to see.
The museum is temporally closed due to state and
city guidelines for safety during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Watch for more articles about the Goddess Pacifica in
the Newsletters.
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Remembering people who Transformed pacifica
Biographies of People Who Transformed Pacifica
I remember Bill Drake, the long time Editor and Chief Reporter for the weekly Pacifica Tribune Newspaper and I suppose many of you do as well. Bill’s dream was to see Pacifica prosper and to publish a daily
Pacifica Tribune. If you wanted to know what’s happening in town, well, you’d better read the Pacifica
Tribune. Click on this link:
https://46d14119-b42d-469c-887f-083db2a10fe7.filesusr.com/
ugd/5ea9c3_4b68a0f88c474b64a1388a5d7efd2c22.pdf
I didn’t meet or know Ingrid Lacey while she taught school here in Pacifica, but I’ve heard many good
things about her as being one of Pacifica's great school teachers:
https://46d14119-b42d-469c-887f-083db2a10fe7.filesusr.com/
ugd/5ea9c3_d4a97aeeffbd437191f0a456d88d89f3.pdf

Short Videos of Featuring Beautiful Pacifica and Its Historic Sites, By Pat Kremer
Museum “Opens” for 2013 Pacifica Fog Fest. We received special permission from the City to allow the
public to come inside the Pacifica Coastside Museum before it received its final inspection. Over 800
people took advantage of the opportunity to tour the newly renovated “Little Brown Church” and see
exhibits on “The History of Surfing in Pacifica” and “Building of The Tunnel”. Enjoy this 7 min. look at
our recent past:

https://youtu.be/zJj9cPV8wo8
Learn about the Pacifica’s First People, The Ohlones, from Shirley Drye.
Although she is now deceased, long-time PHS member Shirley Drye is still
able to share her deep knowledge of the lifeways of the Ohlone and share
the artifacts she collected and reproduced herself. This video is #3 in the
PCT series about Pacifica History entitled “Footprints of Pacifica”
28 min.: https://youtu.be/yxlDYSp1XZQ

Enjoy a unique perspective on Pedro Point and Shelter Cove. Drones give us the ability to go places
we otherwise could not. These two videos show the spectacular beauty of the most southern part of
Pacifica’s coastline and remind us again how fortunate we are to have this scenery as part of our daily
lives.
4:25 min. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYfhNOsSZlg
5:51 min. https://youtu.be/SJ1ngjY3CQo
( More Videos on Page 6)
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Short Videos Featuring Beautiful Pacifica and Its Historic Sites, By Pat Kremer

(Continued from Page 5)

A Castle in Pacifica! Most Pacificans know there is a real castle
up on the hill in Sharp Park, but relatively few have been inside
and know its colorful history. These two videos visit “Sam’s
Castle” (named for the last owner) and “The McCloskey Castle” (honoring the first owner/builder). Knowing there can’t be
more than one of something like this, most locals just call it
“The Castle.”
1:30 min. https://youtu.be/OOgjIB_q8ok
9:58 min. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mN5vaWkcbCI

Erosion: A Peril of living on the Coast. The northern coastline of Pacifica in Sharp Park and Pacific Manor attracted several homeowners, drawn by a spectacular ocean view and confidence that their property was far enough from the cliff, who eventually experienced the unrelenting force of nature. Spectacular and devastating erosion put Pacifica in the spotlight of the
news, as both houses and apartment houses were
damaged and condemned.
8 minutes: https://youtu.be/8AzrMFqXD1Y
4 minutes: https://youtu.be/pNj5nEHD81M

Life in the 60’s: This non-Pacifica footage should bring
back memories for those who grew up here during the
time when most of our houses were brand new. 5:47 min.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QoDXTAajEzY
We hope you enjoyed these videos.
More to come in the next newsletter.
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Covid-19 and the Economy; Past, Present and Future
I wrote an article titled “A Historical Review of Epidemics and Pandemics, and Preparing for Pandemics” which accompanies
this Newsletter as a separate attachment in PDF format. To understand what is happening today, we must look at what happened in the past. My article covers epidemics and pandemics that have ravaged mankind throughout the ages, how countries are reacting to the latest Covid-19 pandemic, and considerations for improvement based on my experience and insight
as a former FDA investigator and work with public health scientists and specialists. The statements and opinions expressed in
my article are not necessarily those of the Pacifica Historical Society or any of its members.
Thus far, at least 1,700,000 Americans have become infected with the Covid-19 virus and, sadly, about 100,000 have died
from this contagious virus. There is hope that we are beginning to see the end of this deadly pandemic. Some renowned
health authorities are warning us to proceed with caution, to expect a resurgence of the pandemic in the Fall and possible
emergences during 2021 and beyond, similar to the Spanish Flu of 1918-1919 that swept the world in 4 waves, killing an estimated 100 million people worldwide. Only time will tell if this is the end or there’s more to come.
During the last couple of years the Tech Industry and stock markets did well, housing became
unaffordable for many, and the local homeless population increased beyond belief. Then the
Covid-19 pandemic hit home. A staggering number of workers have lost jobs due to Covid-19.
It’s estimated 40 million people lost their jobs, from restaurants to farm workers. It’s Bust for
many of us. Some say the great number of newly unemployed people today is just the tip of another great depression like that of 1929. I remember one of my mom’s favorite songs, “Brother
Can You Spare A Dime?,” which she’d sing while darning our clothes or cooking dinner. When I
try to remember the words I think of how difficult it must have been to be unemployed for years
on end, Skid Row, sleeping on sidewalks. Here’s Al Jolson’s “Brother Can You Spare A
Dime.” (Open the hyperlink):
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-avg-securebrowser&hsimp=yhscurebrowsr&hspart=avg&p=brother+can+you+spare+a+dime+al+jolson#action=view&id=2&vid=5142f020af365992d84fc212ff4b2382
Unemployed men in a soup line

Boom or Bust ? Maybe this downturn will last only a few months, and we’ll be back to the good old times again? Even during
the Great Depression some folks survived quite well, most not. Here’s another Great Depression Era tune that might give you
hope, “Happy Days Are Here Again” : https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=RDrbevg8lxiE0&v=rbevg8lxiE0&feature=emb_rel_end

An impoverished American family living in a shanty, 1936

FDR Campaigning 1938, Warm Springs, California. His

“Brother can you spare a dime?” Times are difficult once again for many who lost their jobs, health care, homes, and still
have to pay rent, bills, food, necessities … We don’t need to look far to see what is happening, even here in Pacifica. Perhaps you already gave to a charitable organization. Thank You. If not, please consider giving to one of the following local non
-profit charitable organizations:
Pacificans Care : https://pacificans-care.networkforgood.com/projects/94861-pacificans-care-locals-helping-locals
Pacifica Resource Center, Neighbors Helping Neighbors:

https://www.pacresourcecenter.org/
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The Pacifica Historical Society is Looking for Volunteers to Fill The Following Positions:
1. Membership Chair: Maintain up-to-date registry of members
2. Visitor Services: Docent oversite, donation jars
3. PHS Historia,
4. Publicity & Information Specialist
5. Website development, maintenance and IT
6. Administrative/Clerical/mail pickup –
7. Computer Expertise – Brother printer., thumb drives, copies, PowerPoint, digital files to “Cloud”
8. Legal Expertise for Contracts, Leases, Insurance, Laws pertaining to Non-profits
9. Grant writing

Please Contact Us If You Wish to Volunteer to Help the Pacifica Historical Society. Thank You.

Please visit the Pacifica Historical Society’s museum to learn more about Pacifica and its interesting past. We
also are working to provide you with stories about Pacifica in our quarterly newsletters, including articles
about the Ohlone Indians who were the First People to make this area their home, followed by the colonization of Alta California by Spain, then Mexico and finally the United States; Mission Dolores and the Old Adobe
in Linda Mar; the Ocean Shore Railroad; farming, boot-legging and ladies of the night; how a cluster of small
towns became Pacifica; and more.
The Old Sanchez Adobe is located at 1000 Linda Mar
Blvd. Don Francisco Sanchez, owner of Rancho San
Pedro, built the Sanchez Adobe between 1842-1846,
and it has a colorful past and history. You can learn
more about the Old Adobe at the Pacifica Historical
Museum and by visiting the Old Adobe, operated by
the San Mateo County Historical Association.
Note: both the Pacifica Historical Museum and Old
Sanchez Adobe are temporally closed due to the
Covid-19 restrictions.

This picture shows an Ocean Shore Railroad
(OSRR) train as it plies its way along Devil’s Slide
on its way to Half Moon Bay and beyond. The
Pacifica Historical Society is currently rebuilding
one of the passenger cars for public display.
Learn more about the OSRR at the Museum and
see various artifacts on display.
Note: The Pacifica Historical Museum is temporally closed due to Covid-19 restrictions.
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Pacifica Historical Society
Pacifica Historical Society (A Non-Profit Organization)

Board & Planning Meetings

Mailing Address: PO Box 752, Pacifica, CA 94044
Museum Location: 1850 Francisco Blvd., Pacifica CA 94044
Phone number: 650-355-1909
General Email : Info@PacificaHistory.org
Newsletter Email: Pac.Hist.Soc.Newsletter@earthlink.net
Please visit our website www.PacificaHistory.org
Facebook: Search “Pacifica Historical Society”
Officers:

The PHS welcomes everyone to join our organization, and join our committees. We hold monthly
Board Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month, 7 PM, at the Museum. The Planning Committee for events and activities meets monthly on the first Tuesday of each month, 4 PM, at the
Museum.

President: Judy Heldberg
VP: Shirlee Gibbs
VP: Pat Kremer
VP: Ken Miles
Secretary: Carolyn Miller
Treasurer: Melanie Talsky
Emeritus Members
Kathleen Manning
Jerry Crow
Marvin Morganti
Newsletter
Editor: Ken Miles,
Assist. Editor: Carolyn Miller
This Issue:
Writers: Judy Heldberg, Pat Kremer, Carolyn Miller,
Susan Stallard, Ken Miles, Erika Rigling
Photographer: Horace Hinshaw

Board of Directors
Clorinda Campagna, Mary Dougherty, Shirlee Gibbs, Marlene Duschek, Judy Heldberg, Steve
Johnson, Pat Kremer, Kathy McGuire, Ken Miles, Carolyn Miller, Erika Rigling, Susan Stallard,
Melanie Talsky, Diana Zollinger

Pacifica Coastside Museum and Gift Store Hours
The Museum and Gift Store are open every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 1 to 4 PM. The
Museum is free to the public and ADA accessible, and our docents are there to assist you. The
Gift Store has many nice and inexpensive gifts including one pound blocks of Pacifica Jack
Cheese to purchase. The Museum may be closed on some holidays.

Rental Space and Rummage Sales
The Pacifica Coastside Museum (aka The Little Brown Church) is a great venue for events and
revenue generator for the PHS. For rental information please contact Judy Heldberg at 650-3596874. The building is available outside museum hours and is an ideal site for meetings, memorials, etc.
Great bargains are available at the Museum’s rummage sales usually held during the first Fridays and Saturdays of each month. Donated items are welcomed for drop-off on the Thursdays
before the days of each rummage sale.
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From:

Place

Pacifica Historical Society

First Class Stamp
Here

www.PacificaHistory.org
PO Box 752, Pacifica, CA 94044

To:

The Goddess Pacifica, Goddess of Peace
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