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ONLY IN AMERICA
Scott McKellar forwards a rather sad public notice
printed in last week’s Tribune about a February
20 auction of personal property left to the National 
Mortgage Company, which apparently had fore-
closed on property on Glencourt Way in Pacifica.
Items sold off: construction cones, bags, hangers, 
lamp, papers/documents, boxes, shower curtain, 
trash cans, table stand, shampoo, shelving units, 
dresser, chairs, cords, dishes, pots/pans, microwave, 
toaster, clothing, vanity dresser, cabinet, jars, vases, 
tools, cleaning products, paint cans, crate, bucket, 
“and other items of miscellaneous personal property
with no apparent value.” Scott signed off this item
with the comment: “Only in America.”

NERDS FOR NATURE
On February 21, grassroots nonprofit Nerds for
Nature (nerdsfornature.org) threw a Launch Party,
gathering a diverse group of about 100 design-
ers, technologists, scientists, planners, artists, and
environmentalists to mingle and brainstorm the role
of technology in shaping the future of environmental
practice in communities throughout California, be-
ginning with the Bay Area. The demand for the event
speaks to a growing interest in finding new ways to
use technology to understand, protect, and revive
the natural world around us. The group believes this
need can be addressed through appropriate soft-
ware and hardware solutions that empower citizens
with knowledge, in the form of open and accessible
data, as well as shared environmental resources and
tools to inspire and facilitate meaningful change to

fragile ecosystems. “We are connecting ourselves to
do vital work for the future. We will learn together 
how to create public-facing tools for understand-
ing and protecting our regional systems — such as
air, parks, creatures, public health, water systems, 
waste stream, urban farms and gardens, restoration
efforts, oceans, bays, reservoirs,” says cofounder
Chach Sikes. “We will do practical work, learning
as much as we can, to prepare ourselves to build
responsive technologies for climate change, envi-
ronmental pollution and disasters.” Like many of
the Nerds for Nature organizers, Sikes is a longtime 
organizer and technologist working at the intersec-
tion of environmentalism and technology through 
projects such as Lemonopoly and Fruit Fence. Those 
projects use technology to help people connect with
the real world around them, and that’s the sweet 
spot for Nerds for Nature. “We might actually go
learn how to measure a stream, which most of us
don’t know much about,” says Sikes. “But by learn-
ing together, we will start to build our collective 
abilities and be able to create and share our proj-
ects with others. Where we are building things, we
want to connect young people, parents, community
organizations, cyclists, schools, maker groups and
anyone else interested in building things that will 
really make our environment healthier. If we are 
doing a project on, for example, air quality, we can
organize local workshops where residents in affected 
neighborhoods can get nerdy with us, by installing
sensors and learning together how to monitor our 
air.” Cofounder Laci Videmsky adds, “Open govern-
ment initiatives typically send nerds to city halls. 
We should send nerds to bureaus of land, water,
and energy. These are civic institutions, too!” Nerds
for Nature is already collaborating with profession-
als from public-sector resource agencies as well as
environmental nonprofits. Says cofounder Victoria 
Bogdan, “The worlds of things like civic technology
and conservation are still fairly separate. Our group
is seeking to listen to the needs, challenges, and ideas 

of the environment side and bring them together 
with the imaginations, capabilities, and innovation of
those involved in tech.”
The event was headlined by talks from innovators
who are already doing great work bringing technolo-
gists and nature lovers together, including Ken-ichi 
Ueda (creator of iNaturalist.org); Stanley Jones (Dili-
gent Creative), who helped Oil Change International
make energy finance data more accessible; and Carl 
DiSalvo, in town from the Public Design Workshop at
Georgia Tech. “We’re showcasing some great work 
that’s already happening,” says Nerds for Nature
cofounder Dan Rademacher, longtime environmen-
tal journalist and editorial director at Bay Nature 
Institute. “But there’s so much more that can happen
when technologists and environmental folks unite
around understanding, enjoying, and revitalizing
the world around us. We’ve seen these partnerships 
grow between technologists and journalists, like with
Hacks/Hackers, and between coders and civic lead-
ers, like Code for America. Now it’s time for nature!”

OK LIQUORS UPDATE
Also of interest in last week’s public notices: Park 
Mall’s OK Liquors former owner Chan Ok Lee has
transferred assets and alcoholic beverage license to 
new owners Hasmukh B. Patel and Kai Patel.

SWAMI SEZ
“[Biology] is the least self-centered, the least narcis-
sistic of the sciences—the one that, by taking us out 
of ourselves, leads us to re-establish the link with 
nature and to shake ourselves free from our spiritual
isolation.” (Jean Rostand, French biologist, 1894-
1977; thanks to Clark Natwick for forwarding this
quote from Jake Sigg’s Nature News)
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My Turn
Ginny Silva Jaquith

It’s my turn! Having re-
cently spent eight months 
as interim City Council 
member I learned a lot
about the city and its his-
tory since serving on the
council some 20 years ago
and thought I would share
my reflections and perspec-
tive of the experience and 
where we are as a city and
a community today.

After I was appointed
lots of folks asked how the
city had changed since I
previously served on the 
council. My immediate 
response was to recite
that old saying “the faces
change, but the words stay
the same.” The Council
continues to face many of 
the same issues the city has
been forced to address in
the past: finances and fi -
nancial stability, economic 
development, environmen-
tal concerns, development
issues and, of course, criti-
cism from citizens.

However, during my
short tenure on the Council
I was genuinely impressed 
with the positive progress 
the Council and city made 
on several important is-
sues. Most of these were
in progress when I was ap-
pointed so the credit goes
to my Council colleagues 
Pete DeJarnatt, Sue Digre, 
Mary Ann Nihart and Len 
Stone along with an out-
standing city staff under the
leadership of City Manager 
Steve Rhodes.  The Coun-
cil and staff are supported
by a group of civic minded 
citizens willing to serve on 
commissions, committees 
and as volunteers in a va-
riety of ways throughout 
the city. Consider some of 
the accomplishments our
community made during 
this short eight month time 
frame:

•The assisted living 
project in Linda Mar was
approved providing for 130 
living units designed espe-
cially for seniors.

•The Beautification Task 
Force completed its plan to
create opportunities for 
community groups and vol-
unteers to assist in beauti-
fying our community.

•The Council adopted a
balanced budget for 2012-
13 and a five-year fi nancial
plan thanks to the hard 
working Financing City
Services Task Force and
city staff.

•Our new weekend shut-
tle was christened and now 
provides free access for 
riders, and hopefully lots of 
tourists, to key sites from 

Linda Mar to Sharp Park 
and on to the Devil’s Slide 
park area as soon as it is
completed.

•The potential for a
new modern public library
was furthered as the city, 
county, Friends of the Li-
brary and the Pacifica Li-
brary Foundation reviewed 
the latest plans for the proj-
ect.

•The Beach Boulevard 
project (which includes the 
library) and the Palmetto 
Avenue Historic  District 
improvements are under-
way.

•The draft Climate Ac-
tion Plan was reviewed to
provide guidelines to en-
sure we do our part in ad-
dressing climate change.

•All of the City’s labor
units agreed to freezes in 
wages and benefi ts as well 
as agreeing to pay for any 
increased costs in pension 
and health benefits.

•The Council authorized 
the development of an Eco-
nomic Development plan to 
guide the city in its future 
commercial, business and 
tourist-oriented develop-
ment.

Probably the most
significant difference be-
tween today and when I
last served on the Council
is the financial impact that 
outside sources, out of our 
control, have had on our 
community and its fi nancial
well-being. Twenty years
ago we were still address-
ing the impacts of Prop 13 
during our budget delibera-
tions, not thinking it could 
get any worse. But it has.
Consider the following, 
over the last 10 years alone 
more than $23 million that
were once part of the city
revenue stream have been 
taken away by state propo-
sitions, statutes and state 
budget changes and used 
to resolve the State’s own 
financial problems, leaving 
our city to fend for itself.
If we look over the last 20 
years the total reaches a 
staggering $34 million (fi g-
ures based on current city/
state reports).

Through ballot mea-
sures, the legislative pro-
cess and changes to their 
budget the State has
taken away the cities por-
tion of vehicle license fees,
charged booking and tax 
administration fees to the
city, shifted portions of our 
property tax revenues to 
address their budget woes, 
dissolved redevelopment 
agencies which provided 
economic development op-

portunities for cities and 
not reimbursed the city for
the state mandated pro-
gram costs it said it would
cover. In 1992 the state en-
acted the Education Rev-
enue Augmentation Fund 
(ERAF) which shifted one-
sixth of our property taxes 
to reduce state education 
costs. Additional property 
tax shifts were made in 04-
05 and 05-06 state budgets. 
Legislation adopted by the 
State this year with the dis-
solution of redevelopment 
agencies takes away pre-
vious city revenues of $1.2 
million starting in 2015/16. 
In addition, the state has
transferred (realigned) 
what were state responsi-
bilities like mental health 
and criminal justice pro-
grams to cities and coun-
ties without the funding to 
cover the total costs.

Over the years to ad-
just to the impacts of these
state and county revenue 
take-aways and to address 
the results of our national 
economic downturn our 
city has cuts services, re-
duced spending, decreased 
employee costs and imple-
mented new ways of doing 
business so that the citi-
zens of our community can 
continue to enjoy this beau-
tiful place we all call home. 
If we want to continue to 
enjoy our community and
its wonderful environment 
and, if we want to continue 
to be one of the top 100 saf-
est cities in the country, the 
City Council needs to cre-
ate a long-term dedicated 
revenue stream to ensure 
our city’s future. From my 
long-term experience and
perspective it is the only 
way we can withstand the 
outside forces of the State 
take-aways and be the com-
munity we all want.

Now it’s YOUR turn to
let our City Council know 
that we want to ensure our 
community continues to 
be a safe and healthy place 
to live, enjoy and raise our 
families.  Attend the Coun-
cil finance/budget study 
sessions (6 p.m. on March 6 
and 13 at the Council Cham-
bers), call or email them to 
urge them to take action 
now to ensure a dedicated 
revenue stream for our fi-
nancial future.

Ginny Jaquith is a former 
Mayor, City Council member 
and active Pacifi ca resident.
The opinions and content of 
this column are those of Ms. 
Jaquith and do not necessar-
ily reflect the position of the 
Pacifica Tribune.

My Turn
Carlos Tahmazian

What Bill Alversen,
“Looking through rose-col-
ored glasses”, My Turn, 
Feb. 13, and John Blanchard, 
“First, we kill all the paci-
fists”, A Left Coast View, 
Feb. 27, have in common, is 
that the preaching of their 
beliefs about politics, guns, 
and social malaise, have a
distinct tone of one sided, 
absolute finality. I agree 
with Mr. Blanchard that 
assault weapons should go, 
because I think that they 
have no place in a civilized 
urban society. However, 
when he says that some
people can easily acquire 
weapons of “Mass Destruc-
tion”, I disagree, because it 
gives the impression that
one could go to Serramonte 
Nissan, and purchase a long 
bed truck that has a missile 
launcher already installed 
in the back. An assault rifl e
does not qualify as a weapon
of mass destruction. It’s a 
semi-automatic military
rifle, with a high capacity 
magazine, that can do more 
damage than a handgun, 
and its civilian use should 
be banned. But it doesn’t
level apartment buildings,
or leave a giant crater, or a 
radioactive residue that lin-
gers on for decades.

To legally buy a weapon 
is not that easy. You have 
to get a background check,
instructions how to use it 
safely, and there’s a waiting 
period before you can pick 
it up. However, those who
have a criminal bend, either 
sane or deranged, will fi nd
a way to get weapons from 
some unscrupulous arms 
dealer. The Federal Govern-
ment could prohibit com-
pletely the sale of fi rearms,
and before the law passes, 
there would be a well orga-
nized, underground arms 
trafficking network, readily 
available to gang members, 
criminals, and anyone with 
cash in hand. The only dif-
ference would be, that the 
price of the weapons would 
be higher. That, unfortu-
nately, is the nature of the 
society that we live in.

This is a fast society, one 
that makes more emphasis 
on material gains, rather
than spiritual ones, and it’s 
competitive to the point of 
self destruction. It’s a soci-
ety with no grays, it’s either 
steak or beans, winners or 
losers, and if you are not 
one you are the other, with
a majority in limbo that’s 
caught in between. It’s one 
that creates stress, anxi-
ety, tension, pent up anger, 
and overreaction. Our most 
popular sports are violent; 
football, boxing, MMA, and 
kids don’t play marbles, or 
hop-scotch anymore, they
press little buttons, and kill 
each other or some enemy 
on a little screen. I think that 
the biggest culprit in gun 
violence, and violence et al, 
is the fabric of our society.
Take the guns away, and the
person who is mad enough 
to go to his car to get a gun to 

kill someone, will kill some-
one anyway, by just getting 
in his car and running them 
over. If the husband is de-
ranged enough to want to 
do away with his wife in the 
middle of a heated argu-
ment, and there’s no gun,
he will use a knife, a frying 
pan, or a rolling pin. The 
kid that has been bullied for 
years, with no one paying at-
tention or caring, suddenly 
snaps and wants to do in 
some of the bullies, but his 
father who is a policeman, 
has all the guns in the house 
locked up in a steel cabinet
with three combination 
padlocks. What does the kid
do? He goes to the internet, 
and ponders if he is going to 
make a bomb with fertilizer
and fuel oil, or he’ll settle for 
some homemade nerve gas.

Mentally ill people have
been treated like pariahs, 
sinceRonald Reagan opened
the doors of the mental in-
stitutions, and kicked all the 
patients out. Today, a men-
tally ill person that has some
kind of seizure, or starts 
acting strangely, might as 
well have a target painted
on the chest. Because the 
police will be called, they will 
bark a couple of orders, and 
as the person starts running
around with his arms fl ail-
ing, desperate in the grips 
of his illness, the cops “fear-
ing for their safety,” will 
open fi re. How many times 
has this happened already. 
Some time ago at the air-
port, a man with psychiatric 
problems who had no more 
medicine left, came running 
out of a plane with his wife 
in tow yelling: “He needs his 
medicine!”. Minutes later,
he was summarily shot by 
two ATS offi cers. They said 
that they shot him because 
he had a backpack on, and 
was trying to reach into it. 
Which, unless you are a cir-
cus contortionist, it’s impos-
sible to do. 

In our preoccupation
with the sinister and de-
ranged elements amongst 
us bearing arms, we fail to 
notice that since the advent 
of 9/11, and the extraordi-
nary powers given to law en-
forcement, police have been 
getting easier and easier on 
the trigger. In this day and 
age, adopting a martial arts 
stance, wielding a stick, or a 
cardboard cutter, will invite 
a volley of bullets. I should
clarify, that I have noth-
ing against, and consider it 
their right and duty, when 
law enforcement offi cers
defend themselves or oth-
ers who are in imminent
danger. But if there’s a man 
with a kitchen knife in his 
hand, standing thirty feet 
away from the cops, and he 
doesn’t drop the knife when 
the cops tell him to, why not 
use a couple of long batons, 
pepper spray him, have him 
disarmed by some burly of-
ficer trained in hand to hand 
combat, throw in two K-9
units, or call the fi re depart-
ment and put a couple of
power hoses on him, instead 
of taking the easy way out, 
and just blasting him into 
the next world. The saddest 
episode that I can recall, is

a drunk that was sitting on 
the steps of his home, and 
got shot and killed by the 
cops, because he pointed the 
nozzle of his garden hose at 
them.

Mr. Blanchard wrote; “if 
you are a responsible gun 
owning American (what 
happens if you are Cana-
dian) that’s fi ne, but keep it 
to yourself. I couldn’t care 
less what arms you own.”  
However, he felt the need to 
inform the whole city of Pa-
cifica, that he is not a wimp, 
that he owns a baseball bat, 
and that he is ready to bash-
in the head of anybody that 
comes through his front
door without knocking. I 
had to laugh, because that’s 
some pretty aggressive stuff 
from someone that calls 
himself a pacifi st. Mr. B also 
said, that the thought of a 
gun in a drawer next to his 
bed sickens him. And that if 
he ever took his baseball bat 
and went “mano a mano”
with an intruder that had 
a gun, and the intruder got 
the upper hand, he would 
gallantly sacrifice his one 
and only life in the altar of 
his beliefs.

Well, I don’t have any 
intention of dying with a po-
etic flair, and because home 
invasions however unusual, 
do exist, I’ve kept a handgun 
in the drawer of my night 
table for the last 35 years. 
I never had to use it, and
the only time I picked it up 
was to change the ammuni-
tion some years ago. I never 
think about it, I don’t live 
in constant terror of being 
attacked, It’s there, handy, 
just another tool, like my 
screw driver, hammer, pli-
ers, or drill.

Now imagine the worst
nightmare, an intruder 
breaking into our house. In 
this imaginary situation, 
Mr. Blanchard would have 
to get up, put on his glasses,
find his slippers, and go get 
his baseball bat. Where as I, 
would just have to lean over, 
and I’d be ready. Who do you 
think has a better chance of 
survival. The moral of the 
story is, that in all probabil-
ity something like this will 
never happen in your life-
time, but if it does, then you 
should be prepared with a 
realistic deterrent.

Commenting on a piece 
written by Bill Alversen 
on President Obama, Mr. 
Blanchard, Letters, Feb. 19, 
said that he rarely, or proba-
bly never, would agree with 
Mr. Alversen’s contribu-
tions to this paper, however, 
he continued, if he were the 
President, he would put 
him in his Cabinet. Well, I 
read that piece on Presi-
dent Obama too, and if Mr 
Blanchard gives up his pro-
lific writing career, runs for 
President, wins, and puts 
Mr. Alversen in his Cabinet, 
I hope it’s in the medicine
cabinet, with a big warning 
label that says: “Take this 
with caution, it’s made en-
tirely out of sour grapes.”

The opinions in this col-
umn are those of Mr. Tahma-
zian and do not necessarily 
reflect the position of the Pa-
cifica Tribune.

A big thank you to Julie Mazzetti of Mazzetti’s Bakery
and Joe Murillo of Pacifica Farmer’s Market in Manor.

Their generous donations of pastry and fresh fruit
helped make our Best of Pacifica 2013 Winners’ Break-
fast a huge success! We appreciate you as much as all 

your customers who voted you the Best of Pacifica.

— The Pacifica Tribune Staff

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury


