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Community Forum & Opinions
Letters
Continued from Page 6
questions regarding consultants and, of course, the staff
is going to give them answers
they want to hear instead of
doing their own investigation.
I was listening to be educated
and instead I heard that some
of the consultants were mandated by the state and at some
time we were reimbursed,
when and which ones is what I
would like to know. But you and
Iknowthatthe$25,000 and the
$53,000 for the recruitment
and outsourcing are not and
several others too. Now they
have scheduled another public
meeting this Wednesday at 6
p.m. Would like them to tell me
those that were mandated and
those that were not when were
we reimbursed, as it doesn’t
show up on their spread sheets.
AtleastLenislooking on the Internet how other cities conduct
their business. It doesn’t hurt
to compare. Ms. Ervin wants
to put money in a reserve. I
think they should forget the
five-year plan and take it one
year at a time to see if reserves
are even a possibility. Another
suggestion — look at the other
departments before looking at
a few selected. I’m still waiting
for that public report we spent
on the police outsourcing; let’s
not wait until June when our
current city manager is gone.
Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

Response
Editor:
The Pacifica Tribune’s “My
Turn” appears to be a great
literary venue for people who
need to vent or share their

personal biography. The “My
Turn” in last weeks edition
authored by a Ginny Silva Jaquith, in my view, was a lengthy
combination of both.
I found Ms. Jaquith’s style
for soliciting community interest in a City Council finance
meeting to be inappropriate.
I trust that the vast majority
of Pacifica Tribune readers
ignored the unnecessary preramble.
Ron Maykel
Rockaway Beach

Response to
Medina
Editor:
I would like to respond to
Barbara Medina’s letter of Feb.
27. I am baffled why she was
allowed to breach the word
limit by a factor of five. Is she
a Tribune stockholder or a
relative? She spends the first
20 percent of her long-winded
screed establishing her claim of
objectivity and fairness and the
remainder of her letter putting
the lie to that claim. Anyone
who does not agree with her
just has a closed mind, case
closed. The fact that 49 percent
of the voting public does not
agree with her, does not even
give her pause.
Clearly we now have the
most divisive White House
ever. To quote Washington
Post columnist Jennifer Ruban’s Feb. 25 column: “Nearly
half the country didn’t vote
for him and doesn’t much like
him and might want to be left
to their small daily pleasures.”
I am a San Francisco native
so, presumably a liberal democrat by birth, yet I realized long
ago the party no longer represents ordinary working people,
me included. To cite just one
example: their support for illegals has all but decimated a

robust union movement, once
considered the pride of San
Francisco. The letter writer’s
views on firearms would be
considered laughable back
when every man had a military
obligation to fill and received
firearms training as a matter
of course. I received familiarization training at Sharp Park
rifle range while serving in a
local reserve unit. It was closed
by the hysteria surrounding
the discovery of a spent bullet
(never proven to have come
from the range) in an adjacent
valley. Another excellent San
Francisco provided resource
lost to an ignorant caterwauling group of Chicken Littles.
Years before there was a range
at the end of what is now Big
Bend Drive. None of the currently proposed restrictions
regarding firearms would have
prevented Sandy Hook, the
proximate cause of these proposals. California used to institutionalize dangerous patients
like the Sandy Hook madman,
but now send them home with
behavior-controlling drugs for
their families to deal with.
What struck me about Barbara Medina’s letter is the total
lack of recognition that reasonable people may disagree.
It doesn’t mean that person is
ignorant, stupid or dishonest,
just a difference of opinion. The
Tribune allowed a group of liberal democrats to hound Fank
Cimo right out of the paper. I’m
fairly confident they consider
themselves staunch supporters of free speech, never realizing how hypocritical they were
being. Frank may not have
been the most literate advocate for conservative thought
but, nevertheless, he did have a
legitimate point of view. The increasingly snarky attacks upon
anyone who disagree with

Our Turn

Democratic Party dogma does
not speak well of the Pacifica
Tribune or the letter writer. I
have tried to limit my letter to
Ryan Ball
the word cap, but the original
was so long and wide ranging
I have had a fantastic
that I found it impossible to adChinese New Year. The
dress with fewer words.
fireworks felt a lot like
Sean Ziggler
home during the Fourth of
Pacific Manor
July. In other words, it feels
like I’ve been in a war zone.
Editor:
There have been loud exThe Pacifica Prolific Per- plosions and bright flashes
formers (aka Spindrift Players) for many nights now, as
are at it again, with another toe- well as cops scrambling
tapping musical production. to find those with illegal
Their version of “Godspell,” fireworks. The highlight
the story of the life of Jesus, of my Chinese New Year
according to St. Matthew was was spending time with a
met with enthusiastic applause Chinese friend’s family on
when the show opened last the Eve of their holiday. A
Friday night to a near-capac- teacher’s assistant I used
ity audience. Director Sarah to work with named Neo
Lodick has assembled a cast invited a couple of my colof 15 talented thespians who leagues and I to his family’s
appear to enjoy performing ev- home. George, Justine, and
ery moment on stage, as they I took a metro train to the
present music in many forms, outer edge of Shenzhen
from rock and roll to gospel to and met Neo’s family, who
country/western. It is difficult were very friendly and welto single out an outstanding coming. We shared several
performer in this show; they small cups of tea, helped
all seem to be a perfect fit’ how- make dumplings (haphazever the role of Jesus by UCLA ardly, on my part), and engraduate Darius Rose has to joyed a big meal.
be acknowledged for its almost
During dinner, Neo’s
continuous presence on stage. father had an expensive
His Bay Area theatrical debut bottle of baijiu he was deis a fitting introduction to the lighted to break open for
local scene as he is a talented the festivities. Baijiu is
song and dance artist as well as China’s best-known hard
a serious actor.
liquor and ranges from
Other players in audience- eighty to one hundred
pleasing roles include Storm twenty proof. Given that
Russell as John the Baptist, it normally smells like amJohn Espejo as Judas and monia and tastes like a
Adam Claybough with a voice barnyard, I was hesitant to
that rocked the room.
drink it. However, this was
Don’t miss “Godspell.” It very good baijiu for speplays throughout the weekends cial occasions, the glasses
in March.
we drank from were tiny,
Marvin Morganti
and we were having it with
Pacifica
food (which is always a better drinking experience).
After dinner, we visited
a neighboring apartment
building to see some family
friends. We were greeted
with red envelopes (filled
with ‘lucky’ money) and
played card games for a
while. We then went out
into the square in the middle of this giant apartment
complex, got some small
cifica need to be made by fire-poppers for free, and
Pacificans. Caltrans may started throwing them at
own the asphalt, but this is each other’s feet. Unbeknownst to us, these things
our home.
Please contact either of pack more firepower than
the undersigned circulators the ones back home. It was
of this letter with your re- a dangerous and exciting
way to end our night.
sponse.
With my time off, I also
Signed:
Tom Edminster, Hal Boh- took a three-day trip to Guiner, Cindy Abbott, Lynn Ad- lin and Yangshou. Here you
ams, Todd Bray, Ian Butler, can find a famous Chinese
VictorCarmichael, Bill Collins, landscape comprised of
Ann Cooney, Leslie Davidson, rivers and uniquely-shaped
Kim Day, Ann Edminster, Jeri limestone mountains. I
Flinn, Sherry Flumerfelt, Ana went with a Chinese tour
Garcia, Edwin Earl Geer Sr., group, accompanied by my
Laurie Goldberg, Margaret Chinese co-teacher DomiGoodale, Nancy Hall, Avril nic. Therefore, unless Dom
Hughes, Cynthia Kaufman, was by my side translating,
Mary Keitelman, Peter Loeb, I did not understand what
Grace Mackertich, Dave Mar- the guides or our traveltinez, Roger Mascio, John ing companions said. All I
Maybury, Ron Maykel, Margo will say about Yangshuo is
Meiman, Clark Natwick, Bob that it’s gorgeous and I rePilgrim, Stella Pilgrim, Mitch ally enjoyed my time there.
Reid, Karen Rosenstein, Pete I especially enjoyed taking
Shoemaker, Lou Sian, Dan photos on the boat that traUnderhill, Dinah Verby, Stan versed the Li River.
Guilin proves to be
Zeavin

My Turn

PSP’s ‘Godspell’

Open Letter to the City Council
regarding Highway 1 widening
The Caltrans project to
widen Highway 1 from Reina
Del Mar to Fassler Avenue,
if it takes place, would be
the largest construction
project in Pacifica in a very
long time and would affect
most area residents on a
daily basis. We, the undersigned residents of Pacifica
and the Coastside, therefore
request that the City of Pacifica engage in a comprehensive review of Caltrans’
plans. The City Council and
the Planning Commission, in
conjunction with concerned
and informed citizens, need
to fully review and provide
input on the design of the
project.
Transportation
planning in Pacifica should not
merely be the responsibility
of a distant bureaucracy. It
is the responsibility of local
government to ensure that
any project undertaken here
will be the best possible for
the City of Pacifica. We call

upon you as our leaders to
actively engage in the framing and examination of options in order to arrive at the
best choices possible.
This was done in Half
Moon Bay – both its City
Council and Planning Commission had significant input
into the design of Highway
92 modifications.
We believe a review of
the Caltrans’ plans will reveal issues of concern to local residents. For example,
Caltrans has not developed
and made public a plan to
provide for smooth flow of
traffic during the construction process, which would
last at least two years, nor is
there any public plan to provide for continuous access
to businesses along Highway 1 and in the Rockaway
Beach area. Furthermore,
post-construction impacts
on businesses in the West
Rockaway business district
need to be investigated; the

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
SEEKS SPINNING WHEEL EXPERT
Some kind Pacifican has donated a spinning wheel to
the monthly senior services rummage sale. It could be
very old or a more modern reproduction. It appears to
be in fine condition and in excellent working order. If
you or someone you know understands spinning wheels,
please email Alan Wald at alanwald@comcast.net. Alan
says, “Let us drop by to learn more about what we have
here and what it might be worth for placement at our
rummage sale, on Craigslist, or on eBay local.”
GOLFERS GREEN THE GREENS
A dozen volunteers from Sharp Park men’s and
women’s clubs and the San Francisco Public Golf Alliance, led by Sharp Park greens superintendent Wayne
Kappelman, spent the morning of February 9 pulling
ice plant and replacing it with native plants on the small
dune between the 16th green and 17th tee at Sharp
Park Golf Course. In January, another volunteer crew,
including members of the Pacifica Chamber of Commerce, repaired the seawall fence on the ocean side
of the golf course. Also of note, “Golfdom” magazine
recently named Kappelman “Golf Businessman of the
Year 2012.”
EDGEWOOD PARK BIRD WALKS
This spring you have the unique opportunity to join
experts from Sequoia Audubon Society on morning
walks through Edgewood County Park and Natural
Preserve. The walks are offered in partnership with the
Friends of Edgewood as part of their Year of Edgewood
series of events celebrating the 20th anniversary of the
founding of their organization. The walks pass through
woodland, chaparral, and grassland communities. You
learn which resident and migrating birds use Edgewood
and which native plant communities they depend on.

design could discourage
tourists and local residents
from patronizing those businesses. The visual impacts
of the project also need to be
addressed; the design calls
for widening the highway to
more than twice its present
width and possibly including
sound walls and large retaining walls.
Caltrans has prepared a
Draft Environmental Impact
Report on the project, and it
is imperative that the City
Council and the Planning
Commission conduct a public review of that document.
The time is now for Pacifica to study the project, ask
the necessary questions, and
request that Caltrans modify
the project if modifications
would be in the best interest
of Pacifica.
We ask the Pacifica City
Council to act in a timely,
positive and decisive manner on this issue.
Decisions affecting Pa-
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You may see raptors, sparrows, warblers, bluebirds,
and many more. No experience is necessary. The birding experts love to share their knowledge. These walks
cover approximately three to four miles of trails and
include some uphill/downhill sections. Bring water, a
hat, sturdy shoes, and sunscreen. The walks are geared
to adults, but capable, attentive children 10 years and
older are welcome if accompanied by an adult. Heavy
rain cancels. The walks are on April 14 and May 12
starting at 8 a.m. Space is limited and you must register
to attend. To register, and for more information, visit
Friends of Edgewood online and click the balloons.
TALL SHIPS RETURN TO SF BAY
Two tall ships plan their annual visit to the Port of
Redwood City through March 19, offering public tours,
sailing excursions, and educational programs for K-12
students and service groups. The brig Lady Washington and the topsail ketch Hawaiian Chieftain are in the
midst of a six-week visit to the San Francisco Bay area
as part of their winter and spring tour of California
ports. Here is the ships’ remaining public schedule:
March 13-15, walk-on tours, 4 to 5 p.m., no reservation required but $3 donation requested; March 16-17,
walk-on tours, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., no reservation required
but $3 donation requested; March 16, Battle Sail, 2 to 5
p.m., $40 to $60. Walk-on tours are a chance to explore
the vessels at the dock and speak with the crews. The
Battle Sail is a re-creation of a typical 18th-centurystyle naval skirmish, close-quarters maneuvers using
the same commands and tactics of American Revolutionary War warships. Tickets are $60 adults, $50
students/seniors/active military, and $40 children 12
and under. Purchases of eight or more tickets earn a 15
percent discount on the price per ticket. Info: historicalseaport.org or 800-200-5239. The wooden-hulled Lady
Washington was launched in 1989 as part of the Washington State centennial celebration, and in 2007, the
state legislature named her Washington’s official tall
ship. She’s appeared in several movies, including the
2003 Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black
Pearl. Hawaiian Chieftain, a steel-hulled interpretation
of a typical 19th century coastal trader, is celebrating
its 25th anniversary this year. She accompanies Lady
Washington and specializes in educational programs.

overdeveloped. It is a
place known for its natural
beauty, so it never needed
a small city. As Dominic
explained to me, the hotels and other buildings
were built here decades
ago to meet the demands
of tourism. However, the
construction is cheap and
shoddy because they were
built too quickly. The few
parks we visited highlighting Guilin’s mountains
were nice, but it felt like we
were grasping at straws.
Our tour guide must have
thought we were easily
amused, because we went
to an outdoor theatre on
a dreary day to watch a
‘multi-ethnic’ singing and
dancing performance that
was half-hearted, too flashy
and poorly executed.
I began noticing a trend
throughout our Guilin
tour, and it only got worse
as time wore on. Chinese
tours coerce you into buying situations, and the format is like this. First, your
tour group arrives at a
warehouse, is escorted to
a small room, and listens
to a lengthy sales pitch. It’s
almost like sitting in on an
infomercial. Then, upon
exiting the small room, you
find they’ve placed the exit
at the end of a long, winding gauntlet of product
aisles and salespeople. The
worst of these was Bamboo House, selling bamboo
products including towels,
pillows, underwear, and
air/water purifiers.
To end with, we visited
a tea house that acted as a
cultural preserve: we were
shown the ancient art of
serving and drinking tea,
and learned the various
health benefits of different
teas. I drank teas that were
good for my liver, skin, cholesterol levels, blood circulation, and heart health.
In the end, though, the intention was for us to buy
the teas, along with some
traditional snack foods.
It is customary in China
that when you go on a trip,
you bring back something
particular to that region
to share with your friends
and colleagues. This is for
two reasons: to let them
know a. you were actually
where you claimed to go
and b. you were thinking
of them and bought something special.
Overall, I am very glad
that I had these experiences during my break
from teaching. It reminded
me of why I came to China,
to be exposed to a different culture and see new
things.
Ryan Ball is a Pacifican who graduated from
Oceana High School and
San Francisco State University, where he majored in
humanities. He is currently
teaching English in China.

WHERE’S THE BEEF?
Following on the heels of the European horsemeat
scandal (including Ikea Swedish meatballs and Taco Bell
U.K.), Iceland’s chief meat inspector examined samples
of that country’s popular beef pie. The good news? He
found no horsemeat in the beef pie. But the bad news?
He determined that the beef pie contained “no mammalian DNA.” Veggieburgers, anyone?
BASEBALL CARDS AND MORE
Sports memorabilia, baseball cards, bobbleheads, and
live autograph sessions with SF Giants, 49ers, and other
Bay Area professional athletes. Check out Lefty’s in
Burlingame Plaza, 1859 El Camino Real.
“SAY IT AIN’T SO, JOE”
A crestfallen young fan supposedly uttered these words to
“Shoeless Joe” Jackson as the disgraced baseball player
emerged from a courtroom, where he had just confessed
to taking bribes from gamblers to throw games, part of the
infamous 1919 “Black Sox” scandal that rocked the Chicago
White Sox.
INNER EDIROT
“After breaking her neck and back, doctors weren’t sure
if she’d walk again.” (Photo caption in “Experience Life,”
March 2013, page 31. Forwarded by Pierre Messerli, who
says, “And I thought doctors were healers, not breakers.”)
ONE-TON WONDER
Scott McKellar was SHOCKED to read on the Internet that
the average American eats 2,000 pounds of food a year.
EAGLECREST LIVE CAMS
Nighttime cricket music, daytime bird’s-nest action:
ustream.tv/eaglecresthawks
SWAMI SEZ
“Life is what happens to you when you are busy making
other plans.” (John Lennon)
WASTING AWAY IN MAYBURRITOVILLE
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