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Letters

Police help us
all

Continued from Page 6

Editor:
An incident last Friday
convinced me that we have
a really fine police force.
I always have to use
a walker, and I was very
slowly returning my big
blue garbage can to my garage. Just then, a Pacifica
Police officer stopped his
car and asked if I needed
any help.
I told him I, indeed, could
use some help and he put
both my cans in the garage.
His actions to help me
convinced me that the police force is there to help everyone when they need it.
Best regards.
Jim McCraney
Pacifica

Mitch made it
happen
Editor:
Pacifica knows who made
the Tunnel happen — Mitch
Reid! Mitch spent hundreds
of hours over many years
researching, writing letters,
contacting authorities and
dealing with bureaucracies.
He also organized the
awesome Tunnel Parade,
spending countless hours
corralling vehicles and drivers, and coordinating the
guests who would be riding
in them. Plus he helped with
the Tunnel Opening Invitation list.
Nevertheless, none of
the speakers acknowledged
Mitch’s many contributions.
So we wanted to take this
opportunity to thank him
for all his efforts! Thank
you for saving the Mountain, Mitch!
Susan and Richard
Herring, Fran Devlin,
Maggie Piver and Robin
Braun
Pacifica

Kudos to
Spindrift
Editor:
I just wanted to drop a
line to share my kudos to
Pacifica Spindrift Players.
I recently saw their production of “Godspell,” and it
was Five Stars. The entire
production team should be
commended on a fantastic
show. I have been to several
plays at PSP and they have
all been top-notch. PSP is
definitely a “feather-in-the-

cap” of our beautiful city.
“Godspell” was filled with
outstanding music, acting,
dancing and the overall direction was a rollercoaster
of emotion. Every actor
brought something special
and unique to the stage. Extra applause to Darius Rose
as Jesus who was extremely
entertaining. I have seen
Joanie Pugh-Newton on the
PSP stage before and again
she gave a first rate, lovely
performance. Another PSP
veteran, Andy Serrano,
owns the stage — this guy
is pure talent. He really
belongs on Broadway. Godspell is golden.
Regards.
Mimi Quirarte

Side effects
Editor:
The TV commercials
are so informative at times.
It helps me make wise
choices. I’m talking about
medications. I imagine all
the side effects some have.
Who wants side effects? I
just want to solve one problem — not create new ones
in the process.
Kaiser gets so mad at me
at times for saying “no.” I
gotta stay in control of my
own body. I hope all of you
think about things, too.
Jennie Pitsch
San Bruno

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica
family and volunteers who
put up with him through the
years).
Senior Services is losing a big fixture after more
than 20 years working with
the city of Pacifica, taking
care of the Meals on Wheels
Program, transportation to
and from the Community
Center, medical appointments, shopping and other
fun trips.
Many seniors, like me,
do not like to depend or
ask for help but Ray is so
patient and good-natured
that it is easy. Good luck in
your retirement. Be good,
stay health and enjoy life.
Thank you for making our
lives better.
Tina Jurado
Fairmont

I’ve traveled all around
the world
This is the place to be.
They’re drilling a hole
Editor:
through the mountain
Last Valentine’s day I
To reach Half Moon Bay
was at City Grill at the Park
Where a lot of people
Mall Shopping Center enwork
joying dinner and sitting
And a lot of people play.
near me was a young couBreathtaking views, a
ple. As they were leaving
scenic trip
the restaurant, they passed
And when the day is
by my table and, in a very
done,
warm way, wished me a
Traveling was never bethappy Valentine’s, to which
ter
I wished them the same.
Going down ole Highway
They left and shortly after,
1
the waitress approached
Look out there in the
my table and let me know
ocean
they had taken care of my
Is that an otter, shark or
dinner tab. I want to thank
whale?
this couple. Hope they read
Many a fisherman that
this note and know that
roam the sea
their loving and generous
Have stories they could
gesture made my very nice
tell.
Valentine’s Day a very wonThe waves that slap the
derful Valentine’s Day. I
Editor:
beaches
will always recall every ValThey’re drilling a hole
Are so crispy and pure
entine’s Day from here and through the mountain
white,
after. It left me with a very
To reach the other side,
Not only are they beaugrateful warm heart.
Avoiding the dangerous tiful but are a surfer’s deThese are the angels curves
light.
among us. Many blessings
You have on Devil’s
Yes, they drilled a hole
to them always.
Slide.
through the mountain
Myriam R. Hume
For locals and visitors
To get to the other side,
Linda Mar
They all have this to say,
It took a long time comThere’s beauty and ex- ing
citement
But it is one hell of a
Editor:
On any given day.
ride.
I would like to take this
From Pacifica, San GreRobert Thomas
opportunity to thank Ray
gario and Princeton By the
South San Francisco
Lopez (and, of course, his
Sea,

Angels among
us

Highway 1

Thanks, Ray

My Turn
Shelley Reider

BYOB starting on Earth Day, April 22
Plastic or paper? Neither! BYOB – Bring Your
Own Bags to the stores.
Starting on Earth Day on
April 22, Pacifica, like most
cities in the County, will
launch the Reusable Bag
Ordinance. This Ordinance,
created and spearheaded
by the County of San Mateo, prohibits stores from
supplying single-use carryout plastic shopping bags
and is intended to encourage shoppers to use reusable shopping bags. There
are over 65 cities and counties throughout California
that have single-use carryout bag ordinances. Why is
the City of Pacifica, among
other cities throughout
California and the United
States, doing this?
In California, there are
approximately 19 billion
plastic and 5 billion paper
single-use bags used annually. In the Bay Area, there
are nearly 4 billion plastic

bags and 550 million paper
bags used annually. Singleuse carryout bags, the ones
used for groceries, clothing
and household items, are
typically used one time and
then discarded. Some of
these bags may be reused
and only a small percentage
end up being recycled. Single-use carryout bags, especially plastic bags, often become litter which adversely
affects the local and marine
environment. Plastic bags
are easily windblown and
end up littering landscaping and streets where they
travel down storm drain
systems into the creeks
and ultimately end up in
the Ocean where they negatively affect the ecosystem.
In fact, each year about one
million plastic bags end up
in the S.F. Bay. This Ordinance will decrease the
number of bags going to
the landfill, reduce litter in
our local waterways, and

help the City save money
on litter and storm drain
cleanup.
According to the California Coastal Commission,
up to 80 percent of all marine debris and 90 percent
of floating debris is plastic,
which never biodegrades.
Wildlife mistake plastic
bags for food and ingest
them. Plastic marine debris
entangles, suffocates, and
kills species worldwide, including sea turtles, birds,
and marine mammals. The
Reusable Bag Ordinance is
essential for a coastal community like Pacifica where
litter is an on-going problem.
What does the ordinance
mean for retail stores and
shoppers? The Ordinance
prohibits retail stores from
supplying single-use plastic and free paper carryout
bags. This affects grocery
stores and supermarkets,
convenience stores, drug

From the E&P
Elaine Larsen
Pacifica Tribune Editor & Publisher

The Pacifica Tribune’s new sounding board
Much has been written lately
about the rise in what’s being
called “citizen journalism,” a
term coined by the industry to
describe the more active role
citizens are taking in contributing to the success of their local

newspaper.
The Pacifica Tribune has always been blessed with those
folks in the community eager to
take an active role in shaping the
newspaper. In fact, the Tribune
is frequently referred to as “our

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
TUNNEL VISIONS
Slow workday at the home office, so I decided to take
off and drive through the new Devil’s Slide Tunnels.
Very cool. Walked around Princeton marina. Very few
tourists in sight on this sleepy weekday. Got saltwater
taffy at Harbor Village, then seafood at Half Moon Bay
Brewing Company. Now I can’t wait for the new Devil’s
Slide scenic county park to open up on the old roadway.
I can already hear the sounds of silence. And while I am
on the tunnel topic, I want to ask everyone to raise a
glass to Pacifican Mitch Reid, who fought long and hard
against the bypass and for the tunnel. Mitch is a great
guy who does not toot his own horn, but I have heard
from a number of people in town who think he should
have been recognized at the tunnel opening ceremony
for all his efforts. Well, Mitch, Wandering & Wondering recognizes you and honors your contribution to this
amazing project. The people who really matter know
how much you did for the cause. THINK TUNNEL!
OUR LIBRARIES SCORE HIGH
For the fifth consecutive year, the San Mateo County
Library (including Pacifica’s branches) has been named
one of the best public libraries in the U.S. by Library
Journal. This year 7,570 public libraries were evaluated, and 262 libraries received star designations. San
Mateo County Library ranked 17th nationwide and
3rd in California among public libraries with similar
budgets. The Library Journal Index of Public Library

stores, clothing stores, and
other retail stores that
supply single-use carryout bags. The Ordinance
does not apply to protective types of bags, including
for meat, produce, bakery
items and pharmaceuticals.
Nonprofit charitable organizations are exempt from
the regulations. Stores
may supply paper bags, although the paper bags need
to contain a minimum of 40
percent post-consumer recycled content and stores
need to charge a minimum
of 10 cents for each point-ofsale paper bag. The stores
will retain the charge for
the bags. If there was no
charge placed on paper
bags, customers would simply switch from using plastic bags to paper bags. The
paper bag charge will not
apply to those on special
assistance such as the WIC
or SNAP programs. The requirements to use recycled

Tribune” by people and organizations only too happy to provide
news items, articles and photos.
In turn, the Tribune welcomes
these contributions, which lend
more voices and points of view to
ensure a lively community newspaper.
Recently, the Tribune has decided to expand that community
involvement by forming a Tribune Editorial Board.
But what is an Editorial
Board?
Essentially, it is a volunteer
group of citizens who agreed to
act as the Tribune’s sounding
board. People who represent a

content and place a charge
on paper bags are included
to lessen the negative impacts to the environment
for any potential increased
use of paper bags and to
help the stores recover the
cost of the paper bags.
Keep bags handy, such
as in the car or by the door,
as a reminder to bring them
shopping. For those needing
reusable bags, the Pacifica
Beach Coalition (PBC) has
started an effort to gather
unwanted reusable bags
and distribute them to anyone who needs bags. You
can drop-off your extra reusable shopping bags at the
Community Center and the
Parks, Beaches and Recreation office by April 18th,
or at the PBC’s Earth Day
Festival. For those needing reusable bags, you can
pick them up at the Earth
Day Festival on April 20
at Linda Mar State Beach
(south parking lot) from

diversity of opinion in town who
can help us evaluate what we are
doing right and what we can do
better to serve the community.
With so many qualified people
in town, it was a tough call. But
we strove to select people who
have an active history in town,
who are connected to local organizations and can bring an
even-handed perspective to what
makes a good community newspaper.
These individuals, whose
names are listed on our staff and
contributors box on the Opinion
Pages, all agreed to meet with
the Tribune staff monthly to give

Service rating system used criteria that indicate public
use, including number of library visits, circulation of
materials, program attendance, and public Internet
use. Visit San Mateo County Library’s award-winning
website at smcl.org for information about the library
and its services.
WHALE WATCHERS
From high atop Roberts Road between Linda Mar and
Rockaway Beach, Scott Anthony and Karen Brooks
have been watching whales migrating offshore. I have
heard from several other folks, including Peter Loeb,
Avril Hughes, and Surfer Joe, who have seen whales
breaching and spouting near shore in the past few days.
LOCAL BOY MAKES GOOD
Larry DeMartini says he just found out that Pacifican
James Parque is now playing right field for the St.
Louis Cardinals baseball team.
JAC CLOSES
Sorry to see JAC Asian cuisine leave Fairmont shopping center. Used to enjoy the Filipino food and friendly
folks there while getting my tires aligned at another
good old Pacifica family business, Sanford (and Son)
Firestone.
SITESEER
•Last Ride on Devil’s Slide (video): thecurios.com
•Pacifica police outsourcing report (PDF):
pacificariptide.com
•Small-town newspaperman crusades for truth and
justice: editorandpublisher.com (March 11)
•The way we were: vintage Pacifica photos posted on
Diane Young Leslie’s Facebook page
•Devil’s Slide Tunnels opening ceremony (video):
coastsidevideo.com

11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Sanchez Art Center Tote
Bag Decorating Booth. How
cool is that?
To learn more about the
Reusable Bag Ordinance,
visit Pacifica’s website at
www.cityofpacifica.org under “News and Events” or
go to the County’s website
at www.smchealth.org/bagban.
Bringing reusable bags
to the stores will quickly
become a healthy habit! So,
shop in Pacifica and BYOB!
Shelly Reider is a resident
of Pacifica and works for the
City of Millbrae where a bag
ordinance has successfully
been in place since September of 2012, the first in the
County. In the first week
of the bag ordinance many
shoppers were spotted bringing their bags and carrying
the one to two items they
bought instead of taking a
paper bag.

us their unvarnished viewpoints
Already, many of their suggestions have been implemented in
these pages — from better organization and layout of stories, to
beefed up news and police coverage. And more improvements
are ahead.
Already, readers are coming
up to these individuals to share
their view on what they would
like to see more of in the Tribune.
We invite Pacificans to share
their thoughts because the Pacifica Tribune would not be what it
is today without this community.
We want to hear from you.

DEMOCRACY GETS RUN OVER ON HIGHWAY 1
The staff report (PDF posted on Pacifica Riptide) from
the June 25, 2012 Pacifica City Council meeting laid the
groundwork for bypassing the Planning Commission
and the public to allow Caltrans to proceed with widening Highway 1 unencumbered by such annoying details
as community input and technological alternatives to
widening. Visualize a big orange steamroller flattening
City Hall. Now you’ve got the picture. After two hours
of public comments for and against a community hearing on the highway widening, Pacifica City Council on
March 25, 2013 could not muster a simple up-or-down
vote on the matter, as one motion after another failed.
Several opponents of the widening walked out of the
council meeting expressing disgust with the council’s
inaction and ineptitude on an important issue that divides and roils the community. In two months, Caltrans
delivers its final environmental impact report (FEIR)
on the highway-widening project, so the council’s
failure to call a public hearing means that alternatives
to widening and public concerns about “collateral damage” from widening may not be addressed in time. Stay
tuned to this space for details on what widening opponents and proponents plan to do next. For information
on widening alternatives: ph1a-pacifica.weebly.com,
hwy1pacifica.wordpress.com, or facebook.com/phwy1a
NEWBORN BAMBI
Scott McKellar’s neighbor/pal J.B. recently witnessed
the birth of a fawn in his front yard. Doe and fawn soon
after disappeared into the woods.
WASTING AWAY IN MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Editor: goofbuster.com
•Blogger: pacificariptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

