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Community

Easter Bunny visits Pacifica at PB&R annual egg hunts

O

n Friday, March 29, Pacifica egg hunters
participated in the annual Spring Egg hunt
at Esther Hall Neighborhood Recreation
Center. This portion of the 2-day event was co-sponsored by the Fairmont Homeowners Association, and
representative Pauletta Cravotto from the association came out to help facilitate the event. Over 150
children attended the event.
On Saturday March 30, over 170 children braved
the drizzly weather and enjoyed the egg hunt held up at
Frontierland Park. Both events had a special “Golden
Egg” hidden for each age group. Winners for the golden
egg and jelly bean guessing contest were given special
baskets and goodies. The Spring Bunny also made a
special appearance at both events posing for pictures
and handing out goodies.
— PB&R Staff

Fairmont Winners
Golden Egg
2 and Under: Layla Russo
3 and 4 yrs old: Ethan Bradshaw
5 and 6 yrs old: Zander Stutzty
7 and 8 yrs old: Andrew Jenkws & J.C. Bobis
9 and 10 yrs old: Jonathan Lopez
Jelly Bean Guess Winner
Jayden Betts & Mathew Q. (Tie)
PHOTOS BY SCOTT LESLIE, PB&R DEPARTMENT

Frontierland Winners
Golden Egg
2 and under: Mican Kirschman
3 and 4 yrs old: Robin Cotter
5 and 6 yrs old: Jaoe Carlson
7 and 8 yrs old: Willie Wilder-Smith
9 and 10 yrs old: Amelia Averett-Taylor
Jelly Bean Guess Winner
Robby Derby

Celebrate the Roaring Twenties at Pacificans Care Casino Night May 4
Twenties at Casino Night
is a win-win for you and the
community. Proceeds from
the event support social services in Pacifica including
the Youth Service Bureau,
Pacifica Resource Center,
Pacifica Senior Services and
Pacifica Child Care.
Play the Blackjack, Craps
and Roulette tables to win
great prizes. Compete in the
Celebrating the Roaring Texas Hold’em Poker Tour-

Mark your calendars for
a night of fun and fortune on
Saturday, May 4th from 7:00
p.m. to 11:00 pm at the Pacificans Care 6th annual Casino
Night at Visions Seaside Spa,
1009 Terra Nova Blvd. Tickets for this fun event are $40
prior to the event and $50
at the door. For tickets call
355-4479.

nament, bid on fabulous trips,
gift certificates and baskets
during the silent auction or
take a chance in the famous
Truffle Raffle where everyone is a winner! Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and
desserts will be available all
night along with beer, wine,
a special “Speakeasy Cocktail”, soft drinks, and bottled
water for purchase.
Pacificans Care thanks

its Casino Night sponsors
for their support of the event
including “Ace of Spades”
sponsors Recology of the
Coast, Bleyle Elevator, LJ
Anderson Tax & Financial Services, US Bank and
RE/MAX Star Properties
Lommori/Stahl Group; our
“Queen of Hearts” sponsors
First National Bank, Visions
Seaside Spa, Sun Valley
Foods, Len W. Stone Farm-

‘King of Bees’ Gordon Frankie next speaker
at Friends of San Pedro Valley Park talk
On Saturday, April
27, at 7:30 in the evening
the Friends of San Pedro
Valley Park will host Dr.
Gordon Frankie, specialist in native bees, as guest
speaker. He will be speaking especially on his latest
research, but also on his
general knowledge of these
diversified indigenous little
Hymenoptera.
Dr. Frankie is a professor and research entomologist in the Division of Insect
Biology, College of Natural
Resources, University of
California, Berkeley. His
specialty is behavioral ecology of solitary bees, which

he has studied extensively.
During the past five years
his research has shifted
from pure wildland studies
of these diverse pollinators
to comparative bee studies in wildlands and urban
residential gardens.
This shift has resulted
from the discovery in his
lab that urban residential areas, possibly your
garden, can support high
diversities of local bee species. His new work is also
related to the phenomenon
of global pollinator decline
and the broad search for
new ways to conserve and
protect pollinators in a va-

riety of habitats, including
urban.
One of Frankie’s big
goals and efforts has been
to make knowledge of
these useful stars of the insect world more accessible
to schools, museums and
the general public. To that
end he is at work on a 300page field guide that will be
relatively easy to use for all
professionals and lay people, including gardeners.
Dr. Frankie will be available at the Visitor Center
to answer questions on the
solitary little pollinators.
Many people ask Gordon
if bees are likely to sting

them. He says, “Native
solitary bees have a list of
three things they’re interested in: pollen, nectar and
sex. And we tell people,
‘You’re not on that list.
Don’t worry about getting
stung!’”
To get to San Pedro
Valley Park, drive east on
Linda Mar Boulevard to its
terminus and junction with
Oddstad Boulevard, where
you will see the park sign.
Drive up into the parking
lot. While the event is free,
a donation of $5 is suggested. Refreshments will
be available.
— Carolyn Pankow

Community Forum & Opinions
Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
JOHN’S GRILL
With all the openings and closings of restaurants in this
dicey local economy, we thought it might be time to propose a whole new kind of Pacifica menu. For breakfast,
we feature City Hall Waffles, Highway 1 Extra-Wide
Omelettes, and Shark’s Breath Coffee. For lunch, there
is a blue-plate special consisting of three Devil’s Sliders,
deep-fried Linda Mar Heritage artichoke hearts, and
Vallemar Vanilla Pudding. Dinner is a simple but hearty
Manor Mushroom Burger with Rockaway Rutabaga
Ratatouille and a dessert of Crespi Creampuffs. We are
always looking for new specials to add to our menu, so
send them to my email address at the bottom of this
column.
PHOBIAS: TUNNELS VS. DEVIL’S SLIDE
Interesting debate going on in Pacifica between those
who used to avoid driving over Devil’s Slide for fear of
falling rocks and roadways, and those who now avoid
driving through the new Tom Lantos Tunnels at Devil’s
Slide. For those so afflicted and seeking help with their
darkest fears, psychiatric nurse Dolores De Cabeza
has hung out her shingle at the Linda Mar bus shelter,
where she dispenses professional advice, performanceenhancing pharmaceuticals, and SamTrans bus tickets.
No credit cards, cash only.

CALTRANS CONUNDRUM
Opponents of widening Highway 1 turned out in
force for the March 25 City Council meeting, but
left disappointed and dismayed by council’s inability
(or unwillingness) to even vote on whether to have
a public hearing on the highway issue. More than
one citizen-speaker at council Oral Communications
remarked on the supreme irony of March 25, a day
when Caltrans (having acceded to public pressure
and a popular vote to build “The People’s Tunnels”
rather than a mountain-busting freeway bypass)
finally opened the new tunnels, while pressing ahead
despite public opposition with its plan to widen Highway 1 through the heart of Pacifica. If you read the
letters to the editor of this newspaper or if you read
the local blogs (Pacifica Riptide, Fix Pacifica, Pacifica
Patch, Pacifica Index), by now you must have learned
that Pacificans have submitted some 200 alternatives
to highway widening, but Caltrans has pooh-poohed
them and proceeded with its own engineering-mentality steamroller/bulldozer/juggernaut. Meanwhile,
disgruntled townfolks are hashing over possible
strategies, including public forums, lawsuits, ballot
initiatives, and Willits-style sit-ins and honey buckets. Stay tuned.
WORKING ON THE RAILROAD
Scott Lindner of the Pacifica Historical Society
writes: “We need help with restoring and moving
Ocean Shore Railroad Passenger Car #1409. With
great anticipation, we are now preparing to move
our railcar from the current worksite at Shamrock
Ranch to a new worksite, most graciously lent to us
by the City of Pacifica, at the Maintenance Facility in
northern Rockaway Beach. The owners of Shamrock

ers Insurance, People’s Bank,
Eureka Square Chiropractic,
children-together.com, CEG
and Associates; and “Blackjack” Sponsors Dial Glass
& Window Company, Partners Mortgage, Diluzio Inc.,
Savvy Susan’s Bookkeeping
Service, Stearns Lending,
Inc., and Westside Observer.
For tickets or more information about the event, contact Bruce Banco, President,

Pacificans Care at (650)
355-4479 or email Bruce at
bbanco@aol.com.
Tickets
are also available at Visions
Seaside Spa, 1009 Terra
Nova Blvd. Visit www.pacificans-care.com for more
information about Casino
Night and the great work
that Pacificans Care does to
support social services in the
community.
— Ginny Jaquith
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Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica
Ranch have given us an excellent area to initially
start the rough construction renovations, but the site
not being secure or supervised has lent to vandalism
and abuse to #1409. The new area has a concrete slab
foundation and the facility is monitored, with power
and storage available to us. We have contacted Murray Trucking of Stockton and are securing a contract to move the car. They have experience moving
for Niles Canyon Railroad and will obtain Caltrans
permitting and pilot car. Our work is to prepare the
car for the move, break down and erect the shelter,
and construct shoring and cribbing to lift and lower
our 20-ton car at both the old and new sites. We will
continue work during the next few weeks, so we need
everyone to help.” Email Scott at
mycrzyplace@sbcglobal.net or call 650-276-6568.
SITESEER
Mindbender: mentalfloss.com
SWAMI SEZ
I am an error/And I will reveal myself /After you
press “Send” (Grammar Day haiku contest winner)
AUTOEXOTIC
Bruce Hotchkiss writes a car column for this publication and blogs at brucehotchkiss.com. Visit there for
upcoming events like the Sequoia High School Truck
Show, the River Ranch Run, and the Marin Sonoma
Concours d’Elegance, all coming up in May.
WASTING AWAY IN MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Editor: goofbuster.com
•Blogger: pacificariptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

