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Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding
these limits will not run. People may edit down
and resubmit if they wish.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libelous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctuation, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live
will appear in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59
Bill Drake Way, Pacifica, Calif. 94044, fax 3593821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any
other BANG newpaper or website.

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson
* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Letters
to the editor
The inside story of
the tunnels

ing just what and how and where to act and
educate.
According to Mike Vasey of the Pacifica
Land Trust, “if Mitch hadn’t demanded the
public records from Cal Trans (and found
a way to get them) and poured through
the volumes of documentation, the tunnel would never have happened and the
unique, important, and sensitive habitat of
Montara Mountain and Shamrock Ranch
would have been forever lost.”
http://www.pacificariptide.com/pacifica_riptide/2013/05/tunnel-visionarymitch-reid-on-wavelength-this-week.html
or go to: http://vimeo.com/65962236
Thank you Mitch for leading the way
and for using your voice, your brain, and
your leadership to ensure the environment
was protected and the tunnel, not the bypass was built! Is the Highway 1 widening
the best solution for Pacifica or is it what
Caltrans wishes for us. May we all see the
Wavelength story about the tunnel as told
by Mitch and Ian and do our due diligence
to bring about what is right for the environment and Pacifica, not what is simply presented to us.
Lynn Adams
Fairmont

Editor:
The reason Mitch Reid received the special recognition from Pacifica Land Trust
along with the Star of the Sea and Senate
Recognition awards from PBC and Jerry
Hill at the Earth Day Event are because of
his work to replace the proposed Caltrans
bypass with the underdog “People’s Tunnel.” Few people, including me, knew the
story. That is until now thanks to Ian Butler who produced the PCT’s Wavelength
Mitch Reid and the tunnel show which
documents the tunnel story through the
voice of the man who pretty much singlehandedly stopped Caltrans.
The tunnel story dates back to 1973, but
in 1995 Mitch Reid stepped in and uncovered evidence that stopped the Caltrans
Bypass of Devils Slide cold and brought
about the People’s Tunnel. This move
alone protected a very important and sensitive coastal habitat in our backyard and
is probably the biggest environmental
success story in Pacifica and for our coast
in our lifetime! I’m certain that few of us
knew this inside story and hearing it from
Mitch himself gave me the chills and a deep
sense of gratitude.
Thank you, Mitch Reid for your work to
make the tunnel possible and thank you Ian
Editor:
for sharing this with us.
On a recent trip through Pacifica, I was
Thank you Ian for always seeing/feeling following a rather small SUV with a personthe pulse of our community and for know-

Sending what
message?

Highway widening
Editor:
I received a letter from Caltrans dated
2009 written by R.A. Macpherson, Deputy
District Director for Caltrans District 4
(which includes Pacifica) explaining the
promise made to the property owner of 55
acres north to the Lutheran church, Mr.
David Thomas of Walnut Creek, to provide the owner with highway access post
widening project which is a growth inducing impact of the proposed widening that
was not included in the projects draft environment document (DEIR). However,
the actual promise was made in 1972 to a
Mr. Robert A. Tarver and was attached
to a freeway project (presumably the 380
extension from San Bruno) not the current
highway widening proposal.

See LETTERS, Page 9
officers are detailed to problem locations
in San Mateo County based on collision
data, community complaints and expert
law enforcement opinion. The expectation is that this collaborative monthly
program will yield cities immediate and
tangible solutions to traffic issues and
make San Mateo County safer for motorists and pedestrians.”

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
HOMELESS IN PACIFICA
A recent San Mateo County human services agency survey reports that Pacifica
has 150 homeless people, but I suspect
the number is probably higher due to
non-responders and others who fall
through the statistical cracks. Pacifica
Police likely turn a blind eye to well-behaved regulars who sleep/live in their
vehicles at various points around town,
including Esplanade and Monterey, but
law officers might roust anyone who
stays in one place too long or is a little
too obvious about it. Manor Shopping
center has posted signs warning “homeless” RV drivers not to park there. I am
pretty sure these “campers” are not
tourists. Those visitors rent spaces at
the Palmetto RV/trailer park. Linda
Mar Shopping Center is frequented by a
number of homeless people who mostly
shelter out in the wetlands behind the
center. Keep in mind that many factors
can cause and exacerbate homelessness: unemployment, divorce, recession,
physical and mental health issues, and
substance abuse. Homelessness can hit
middle-class and working-class people
whose lives fall apart due to any of the
aforementioned causes; our socioeconomic system’s frayed safety net doesn’t
catch them as they fall. Less fortunate
Pacificans among us have agencies like
the Pacifica Resource Center, which
uses donated food and other items and
services to supplement whatever meager
aid the poor receive from the county,
state, and federal government. So next
time you walk by a homeless person on
the streets of Pacifica, give him or her
something good to eat (not cash), then
write a check to Pacifica Resource Center, 1809 Palmetto Avenue.

alized license plate. I can’t recall all the letters, but it indicated that the driver/owner
was, I believe, an ICU nurse, someone who
deals with all sorts of medical emergencies and human traumas. It was, therefore,
rather amazing to see that there was a rear
window decal of what looked like a hand
grenade in the lower left hand corner. At
first, I thought it must be a pineapple, but
sure enough there was a handle and I don’t
know of any pineapples which come with a
handle. I am still wondering what message
was being conveyed.
Rev. Piers Lahey
Daly City

DIRTY WATER
My fellow creekwatcher Ruben noticed
a gray color in the normally clear water
of San Pedro Creek last week, “as if
someone had emptied a cement mixer
into the water.” Ruben says this happens
a couple of times a year. He checked the
water coming out of San Pedro Valley Park (the creek’s middle and south
forks) and found it was clear. But when
he checked at each bridge over the creek
flowing through Linda Mar, the water
was murky. Ruben emailed me and I
relayed his concerns to Lynn Adams of
Pacifica’s Environmental Family. She
contacted the appropriate city and water
district officials. Reminder: It is illegal
to dump or flush ANYTHING into the
creek, which flows to Linda Mar Beach
and is natural habitat for all kinds of fish
and wildlife.
STEP ON IT
I just heard from a friend who says he
got a speeding ticket on Fassler Avenue
from a Burlingame motorcycle cop.
This traffic stop was part of the countywide Saturation Traffic Enforcement
Program (STEP), a mutual-aid effort
to target speeders, red-light runners,
distracted or reckless drivers, and other
traffic offenders. In STEP, officers from
other communities help our local law
enforcement keep our streets safer.
Given the way some people in this town
drive, I have to say I am happy that we
are getting outside help for our traffic
cops. Pacifica Police Chief Jim Tasa tells
me: “The mission of the program is to
increase traffic safety on the Peninsula in
problem areas and intersections through
saturated enforcement utilizing the
combined resources of all agencies participating in the program. Participating

WHAT’S YOUR STYLE, PART 2
(continued from last week) How do you
learn to self-monitor? Here’s what researchers at Queendom.com advise:
•Say, “I understand.” This supports your
goals if tension is high and you need to
find common ground for compromises
or agreements with others. You can
disagree but still understand their point
of view.
•Own your feelings. “You” phrases put
the other person on the defensive. “I”
phrases allow them to see things from
your point of view.
•Take a timeout. It’s important to cool
down when things make you angry.
You will be more objective once you’ve
calmed down and cleared your head. By
taking a timeout (just like we do with
children), you will avoid the impulse to
snap or lash out at others.
•Observe human behavior. Pay attention
to how others communicate. Sensitivity
to others is a key element of self-monitoring.
•Get beyond black-and-white thinking.
Be open-minded, change your way of
looking at things, and focus on the best
solution for each situation. Put empathy
in action. Get involved in helping people,
like volunteering for a service
organization.
SWAMI SEZ
“The age of a woman doesn’t mean a
thing. The best tunes are played on the
oldest fiddles.” (Ralph Waldo Emerson)
WASTING AWAY IN
MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Editor: goofbuster.com
•Blogger: pacificariptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

