
Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and 

guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of 
this community newspaper. But our time and 
space are limited, so we ask you to share re-
sponsibility with us by following these rules:

•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750 
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count 
words, but submissions clearly exceeding 
these limits will not run. People may edit down 
and resubmit if they wish.

•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling, 
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. 
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libel-
ous or inflammatory material. We reserve the 
right to decline a letter.

•Be clear and concise. Check your gram-
mar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough 
drafts — final version only. We reserve the 
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctua-
tion, and fact, but if your submission requires 
major editing, we will return it to you to fi x and
resubmit if you wish.

•The deadline for all submissions is Friday 
noon of the week preceding publication.

•We will apply these rules fairly and con-
sistently to all our valued contributors: no ex-
ceptions, no special favors.

•Please provide your full name, address, 
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live 
will appear in print.

• Send your submission by email to elar-
sen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59 
Bill Drake Way, Pacifi ca, Calif. 94044, fax 359-
3821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (for-
merly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double 
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted 
may be published at our discretion in the Pa-
cifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any 
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not 
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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DRONE STRIKES OUT
“We had the bizarre experience of being blitzed by a drone on 
Saturday afternoon (May 18) while we sat on the deck at Taco
Bell, Linda Mar Beach. We were there between 3 and 4:30 p.m.
and were really surprised, especially when its “eye” kept swivel-
ing in the direction of everyone on the deck (perhaps because
a pretty young blonde woman kept on giving it a middle-finger
salute). It seemed too large (about the size of a seagull with its
wings outspread) and too expensive to be a hobbyist’s, but
someone was having fun. It wasn’t us.” (Evelyn Safiri)

SHAME
Last week, Mokutanya, a Japanese restaurant in Burlingame,
offered lion meat. Public outcry and death threats fi nally forced
Mokutanya to take lion meat off its menu. What were they
thinking? Anyone serving or eating any kind of cat, especially a 
threatened species like lion, should choke to death on a hairball.

SELL THE BAY BRIDGE
“There is a simple solution to the myriad structural problems
with the eastern-span replacement of the Bay Bridge: Sell it on
Craigslist. This particular bridge design is not good (as was as-
sumed) for resisting earthquakes and corrosiveness of a marine
environment. The answer is quite simple and a bit obvious: Sell 
the bolted-together bridge tower (40 percent off and free ship-
ping) to a place that needs a structure of this stature but that 
has neither earthquakes nor a marine environment. California 
taxpayers wouldn’t see additional costs since the $3 billion sale 
of the tower would easily cover the cost of a cheaper, simpler
replacement. The Labor Day opening party should happen. The 
Bay Area should get to celebrate its state-of-the-art bridge – just 
don’t drive on it. Need to keep that new bridge smell for the 
buyer. The bridge replacement? That’s pretty easy. One could
do worse than consider Frank Lloyd Wright’s butterfly wing
design, which world-renowned structural engineer T.Y. Lyn 
said was ‘eminently buildable with today’s technology. It would
be seismically very safe.’ The design even incorporates pas-
senger rail inside its structure – something the current design
leaves out altogether. When proposed a few years ago, it was a 
question of Wright versus wrong. Now that the wrong bridge’s
structural integrity is in question, it’s a matter of using the
Wright design for the Bay Bridge eastern-span replacement.”
(architect Leal Charonnat’s SF Chronicle’s op-ed, May 28)

KEEP PACIFICA SCENIC
If your neighbors don’t maintain their property, you don’t have
to suffer blight in silence. The City of Pacifica has a well-
developed code that prohibits property owners from creating 
public nuisances such as graffiti, storing junk or garbage cans
in the front yard, loud noises (including barking dogs), allowing 
the home exterior to degrade excessively, storing inoperative
vehicles outside, stacking combustibles, uncontrolled weeds,
and illegal deposits into creeks. If you want to report a problem,
or are not sure if there is a prohibited activity, see the Pacifica

Municipal Code on the city’s website. The site also contains a 
link under Planning Department Code Enforcement (or call 
650-738-7341) for the short form to report problems. The form
requires you to identify yourself, but the city will not disclose
your reporting. Offending neighbors will get a letter directing 
them to correct the prohibited activity. Nobody may know who 
helped clean up blight on your street, but your property values 
and those of your neighbors will be improved due to your action.
(cityofpacifica.org)

BAN THE BAG
“Our effort to ban plastic bags is under attack! The plastics 
industry is airing radio and TV ads across the state making
false and misleading claims about the environmental impacts
of its product. We are just days away from a ‘live or die’ vote in 
the State Senate on SB 405 (Padilla), which would ban single-
use plastic bags in California. We need you to take three simple 
steps to support our efforts: (1) Sign our petition in support of
SB 405. (2) Make a special contribution to support our cam-
paign. (3) Forward this message to your family and friends, and
repost it on social media. The plastics industry is pulling out all 
the stops and we have to be ready to respond. These corporate
giants continue to rake in profi ts. We can’t match them dollar
for dollar. But with our drive and passion, and support from
people like you who care about the impacts of plastic-bag pollu-
tion, we can make a difference! It’s time for the rest of the state
to join the 75 California communities like Pacifica that are tak-
ing a leadership role by passing local ordinances and standing 
up to the plastics industry in the process.”
(Californians Against Waste, 921-11th Street, Suite 420,
Sacramento, CA 95814, Phone 916-443-5422)

WACO WACKOS
Did you hear about this? Comedian Bill “Science Guy” Nye was
lecturing recently in Waco, Texas about the sun and the moon.
When he said that the moon does not shine its own light, only
reflected sunlight, several people in the audience booed him and 
walked out, protesting that Nye was going against God’s word 
in the Bible. As David Bowie sang, that’s some “serious moon-
light.”

STUPID CRIMINALS
We have a stupid criminal for Jay Leno to make fun of on late-
night television. Last week a bungling burglar stole some tools 
in Belmont and drove off. When police caught up to him, he fl ed, 
leaving the stolen tools and his girlfriend in the car. He was later 
arrested at his home in Pacifica.

SITESEER
Go green on your electric bill: pear-energy.com

PUN-DEMONIUM
“Did you hear about the cow that ate bluegrass? She mooed 
indigo.” (G-Man heard this on KPFA’s “Panhandle Country”
show, May 19)

SWAMI SEZ
“When beliefs trump facts, ignorance triumphs.” 
(Adam Idem, Deep Thinker, 2013)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Editor: goofbuster.com
•Blogger: pacifi cariptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

John Maybury

Wandering &
Wondering

aa

Please help
Editor:
A few weeks ago I left a note for my 

mom to take my library books back to the 
library in Sharp Park and she accidentally
took them to the Senior Center donation li-
brary on Crespi — put it down to a “senior 
moment.” Someone bought them from the 
Senior Center and they are now due back 
at the Sharp Park Library. If you bought 
them, could you please, please call me and 
I will pick them up, otherwise there will be 
a very expensive fi ne to pay at the library. 
The titles of the books are:

“The Seven Keys to Calm,” by A.M. 
Matthews

“Seeing, Knowing, Being, a Guide to Sa-
cred Awakenings,” by John Greer

“The Best Spiritual Writing,” 2013
“The Emotional Life of Your Brain: How 

its Unique Patterns Affect the Way you 
Think, Feel, Live,” by Richard Davidson

“The Beginner’s Goodbye,” by Anne Ty-
ler

“The Thinking Life: How to Thrive in 
the Age of Distraction,” by P.M. Fourni

“Your Soul’s Plan: Discovering the Real 
Meaning of the Life You Planned Before 
You Were Born,” by Robert Schwartz

Thank you for your help.  Please call 
Phyllis or Carol at 650-355-7659 or 415-410-
8032

Carol Dunne
Pacifica

Quarry development
Editor:
Will the quarry ever be developed?  

Properly developed it could be a beacon for 
travelers and shoppers for miles around.  
The main argument against it is it’s devel-
opment has always seemed to be the traffi c
congestion That will occur as the intersec-
tions are now confi gured. If the widening 
takes place and that seems to be the only 
alternative Caltrans is considering, it 
would spell doom for any quarry develop-
ment. The tax dollars the city and state 
would receive apparently isn’t worth the 
effort to peruse a solution that addresses 
everyone’s needs.

One last question, are these engineers 
who developed our highway plan The same 
Caltrans engineers who designed the new 
bay bridge?

Edward L. Barber
Linda Mar

Response to Alverson
Editor:
Ah yes, without Mr. Alverson how would 

we be kept up-to-date with what the right
wing blog posters are up to lately? Without 
any justifi cation or evidence, somehow the 
conviction of a doctor who has no apparent 
link to anything Obama becomes in Mr. Al-
verson’s mind a reason to attack both the 
President and his wife for the fact that they 
both have strongly supported a women’s 
right to choose.

The letter cited by Mr. Alverson, penned 

by Michelle Obama in 2004 states: “The 
fact remains, with no provision to protect 
the ban on a legitimate medical procedure 
is clearly unconstitutional and must be 
overturned.” A legal opinion from an attor-
ney...what a concept.  As to the vicious and 
personal attack ad during the 2012 elec-
tion against Mr. Alverson’s candidate; Mr. 
Romney (last seen strapping his dog to the 
roof of his car for summer vacation) that 
flawed presidential contender sponsored 
his own vicious and personal attack on the 
49 percent of the population he had no in-
terest in representing.

Mark Coby
Linda Mar

Wrongly criticized
Editor:
Regarding Bill Alverson’s bitter hateful

letter on the possible outcome had abor-
tion doctor Kermit Gosnel been found in-
nocent: Not only are the President and
First Lady criticized for things they do or 
don’t do, they are now being excoriated for 
imaginary scenarios. How bizarre.

Neil Ehresman
Linda Mar

Pacifica’s future
Editor:
I am quite concerned that more seems 

to be afoot in our city government than we 
are being told about. Mary Ann Nihart, who 
I have a history of supporting, and Mayor 
Len Stone, particularly seem to fear any 
input from the Pacifi ca Open Space Com-
mittee to the point where they are hoping
to do away with it altogether. Last Satur-
day I attended the “State of the City” ad-
dress to the Pacifica Democrats by Mayor 
Len Stone at which he presented various
ideas, that we have all been kicking around 
for some years, as “new.” I don’t take that 
as an indication that Mr. Stone hasn’t been 
paying attention or was trying to fool us 
but rather a standard sales gimmick. “New 
and Improved” sells and “same old” just 
doesn’t. Some of the ideas are pretty good
such as the Palmetto improvements and us-
ing the Pacifi ca corporation yard property
for something that really needs frontage
road access. I was concerned that Mayor 
Stone felt it necessary to characterize Pa-
cifica as being a terribly diffi cult place to 
get one’s plans approved and, in fact, more 
difficult than other municipalities. I have
been a contractor in the upper San Fran-
cisco Peninsula since 1989 and haven’t 
had any trouble getting plans approved or 
pulling permits in Pacifi ca as compared to 
other local cities. I suppose I should point 
out that I wasn’t requesting permission for 
any deviation from existing code or zoning. 
It may have been more diffi cult if I was ask-
ing that laws be changed on my behalf. The 
most publicized fi ghts about plan approval
involved cramming more house onto a lot 
than the code allows or McMansions that 
would trounce on neighbor’s rights and/or
utterly change the character of a neigh-
borhood. There are sometimes very sound 
reasons to deviate from code or zoning 
but such law is in place for a reason and it 
would be well to give it some thought be-
fore throwing the zoning out the window.
Anyway, it sounds more and more as if

Mayor Stone thinks bedroom-community
is an industry. We do need industry here 
and bedroom-community isn’t one.

Dan Underhill
Sharp Park

Sewer increase
Editor:
This approval is crap. The City Council

approves, once again approved, another
sewer increase. Who the heck is getting
the kick backs? My yearly water bill is less 
than my yearly sewer bill. Somewhere, 
somehow, there’s a select few making 
BANK due to this apprval.

Mike Gilbride
Linda Mar

Quarry development
Editor:
Will the quarry ever be developed?

Properly developed it could be a beacon for 
travelers and shoppers for miles around. 
The main argument against it always seems 
to be the traffi c congestion that will occur 
as the intersections are now configured. If 
the widening takes place, and that seems to 
be all Caltrans is considering, it could spell 
doom for any quarry development. The tax 
dollars the city and state could receive ap-
paretnly isn’t worth the effort to pursue a 
solution that addresses everyone’s needs.

One last question, are thse engineers
who developed our highway plan the same 
Caltrans engineers who designed the Bay 
Bridge?.

Edward L. Barber
Linda Mar

Parking meters
Editor:
How nice to get a reply from Spencer 

Rice of my letter about the parking meters 
at the Linda Mar Beach access. It’s fun to 
chit-chat this way.

Pacifica is a tourist town. People from 
all over come to visit, especially on sunny 
days. I hear all kinds of languages when I 
walk the levee every Sunday. To discour-
age them from coming would not be a smart 
move on the part of City Hall. Tourists eat 
and shop and stay overnight at times. The 
tax money helps to pay for city services. 
Naturally, the down side would be clean 
ups. But you can’t blame only the tourists.
Some local folks get sloppy, too.

Parking meters at the Senior Center 
should also be a no-no. If you read the Pa-
cifica Tribune as I do, you will fi nd the cen-
ter is very active with things to do and hot
meals, too. To have seniors rush out from 
time to time to feed the meters is ridicu-
lous.

I would like to see a small blacktop area
at the beach marked so the disabled can 
park, just for them. The surfers are cer-
tainly not disabled so they won’t be able to 
park there. But no parking meters.

If we can think of other ideas to help 
everyone enjoy the beach, Mr. Spencer, 
please respond.

I will be at the Senior Center July 20 
for their rummage sale lunch room, space
1 and 2. I sell stuff, have a resale number so 
the city also will benefit from my visit.

Jennie Pitsch
San Bruno


