
Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and 

guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of 
this community newspaper. But our time and 
space are limited, so we ask you to share re-
sponsibility with us by following these rules:

•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750 
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count 
words, but submissions clearly exceeding 
these limits will not run. People may edit down 
and resubmit if they wish.

•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling, 
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. 
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libel-
ous or inflammatory material. We reserve the 
right to decline a letter.

•Be clear and concise. Check your gram-
mar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough 
drafts — final version only. We reserve the 
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctua-
tion, and fact, but if your submission requires 
major editing, we will return it to you to fi x and
resubmit if you wish.

•The deadline for all submissions is Friday 
noon of the week preceding publication.

•We will apply these rules fairly and con-
sistently to all our valued contributors: no ex-
ceptions, no special favors.

•Please provide your full name, address, 
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live 
will appear in print.

• Send your submission by email to elar-
sen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59 
Bill Drake Way, Pacifi ca, Calif. 94044, fax 359-
3821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (for-
merly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double 
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted 
may be published at our discretion in the Pa-
cifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any 
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not 
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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LET THERE BE LIGHT
I really enjoyed the Fourth of July sound-and-light show:
creative airbursts followed by thunderous explosions. What I
did NOT like was the ear-splitting “salutes” (everything from 
cherry bombs up to M-1000s, with varying amounts of flash
powder), which just scare man and beast but produce no enjoy-
able displays. (If you want to know more about black-market 
fireworks, the Internet has pictures and descriptions.) It was
clear that our local law enforcement was unable to contain
widespread deployment of illegal fi reworks in multiple loca-
tions. The Linda Mar Beach “safe and sane” zone was a joke, as 
locals and out-of-towners swarmed to the beach to light bon-
fires, set off fireworks, and befoul the ocean. A new feature on 
the Fourth was bright orange hot-air balloons drifting across 
Linda Mar. They looked exotic, but I worried about them set-
ting down on a dry hillside and starting a fire. So as we now be-
gin our annual ritual of complaining about fireworks (a discus-
sion that never seems to lead to a solution but certainly creates
lively comments on my Pacifica Riptide blog), I commend my
neighbors who cleaned up after their fireworks shows ended.
I heard folks over on lower Alicante and the cul-de-sacs using
power tools to clear the debris. More power to them!

“ARKANSAS BY THE SEA”
My recent “Nuisance Neighbor” item on cleaning up Pacifica
and its lifestyles of the not-so-rich-and-famous has drawn
interesting email to my inbox. Here’s a newcomer to town I
would like to introduce, longtime radio announcer Ric “The
Rat” Mancuso. He writes:
•“I recently moved to Pacifica (Sharp Park) and have found
this community, well, let me say that’s what’s not here, is a
sense of community. I have lived in the Russian River area near 
Guerneville and found its wild and redneck side compatible
with forward and progressive-thinking folks in the community.
There was this sense of ‘We can get along and help each other
in times of crisis and clean up the trash and empower people to 

take some pride in their neighborhoods.’”
•”Here there is a different scenario. It’s Arkansas by the Sea. 
People have crap all over their yards, smoke too much, speed
down the streets going the wrong way, and generally don’t 
have any regard for civic involvement.  There are some good
people on my block who are fearful of the terrorists who run
wild with their wacko behavior. The police department is a
joke. They don’t do anything to enforce the laws or shape posi-
tive outcomes. I also noticed the police have a phobia about
Highway 1. I never see them giving a ticket on the highway,
only little traffic light ambushes here and there. Even Caltrans
is invisible to fix road signs propped up by sawhorses.”
•”People can do better if they value themselves as active
citizens, mentors, volunteers, or just being respectful of their
neighbors. I know this is a tall order in today’s world. Indi-
vidualism has eroded common sense. How can we change
this habitual sloughing off of duty and conscience? It’s easy to
come down on all the bad stuff, because it conditions us to be
judgmental. So I’ll point the finger at myself and say, ‘I must
help make a change or be silent and suffer the consequences 
of individualism.’ Yes, one can make a change, but two can do
even better. Well, anyway, there is some really good Mexican 
food in town. Thanks for hearing me rant. I need to get out in
this town and stir some things up.”

LINDA MAR SECURITY GUARDS
Since July 1, Linda Mar Shopping Center has hired security
guards from Universal Protection Service of San Francisco to 
walk the property and hand out fl yers to merchants saying that 
guards “are available 24 hours a day to investigate suspicious 
activity, assist in dealing with difficult customers or transients, 
or any other security-related concerns.” For any problems or
concerns, contact the security company at 650-520-6060. Alan
Wald reported on Pacifica Riptide: “I spoke to the guards. They
say they were specifically told to watch for people who park in
the lot and then go to the beach.”

SWAMI SEZ
“Aspire to inspire before you expire.” (Eugene Bell, Jr.)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Editor: goofbuster.com
•Blogger: pacifi cariptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Community Forum & Opinions Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson

Fishing hotspot
Editor:
There has been a lot of talk 

in the past about our environ-
ment being our economy. One 
thing Pacifi ca does not promote 
as much as we should is the 
world class fishing here. We 
are one of the only places in the 
world where you can catch King
salmon and Dungeness crabs 
off a pier. And with no fi shing li-
cense needed. Our Striped Bass 
surf fishing is legendary. Also 
Perch can be caught in the surf
and Rockfish in (yes) the rocks.

Fishing is the number one
sport in the US. Sport fi sher-
men travel from across the 
country and world to fish hot-
spots like Cabo, Alaska and
Australia. They spend billions 
on hotels, dining out even hiring 
fishing guides. The San Fran-
cisco Bay Area is one of those 
hotspots with salmon, halibut, 
sturgeon, rockfi sh, tuna and 
abalone industries generating a 
billion plus dollars a year.

Pacifica could easily attract 
some of these tourists with 
money to spend with very little
effort. I notice on the city web-
site there is little or no mention
of the world class fi shing here 
in Pacifica: http://www.cityof-
pacifica.org/about/default.asp

Another thing to look into 
would be creating a marina at
the southern end of Linda Mar 
Beach. That would potentially
generate millions a year for 
the city, but the enviro radicals
and Coastal Commission would
fight that to the death.

And also charging for park-
ing at Sharp Park Beach and in-

side the old wastewater treat-
ment plant is long overdue.

We should at least let peo-
ple know on our home page 
and promote this valuable
resource more than “trails” 
which bring us very little 
money. I think it’s an industry 
we could easily develop into 
something that could attract 
1000s more visitors a year. 
The Tribune used to have a 
fishing report. I don’t know 
why they stopped. And it 
wouldn’t cost too much to put 
some little ads in the back of 
some fishing publications.

Bob Hutchinson
Sharp Park

Clorinda a gem
Editor:
This past Thursday I had

the opportunity to participate
in the reading of the Consti-
tution of the United States at 
Frontier Land Park with high 
school students, parents, and 
community leaders for the an-
nual Fourth of July Celebra-
tion. I was reminded that 25 
years ago Ms. Clorinda Cam-
pagna was my music teacher
at Good Shepherd. In fact, she 
taught many students at Good 
Shepherd the art of music. 
Her attention to detail, her 
love for Pacifica, and the joy 
she brings to others is more
present than it has ever been. 
While Ms. Campagna has ded-
icated her life for a better Pa-
cifica, I wonder if future gen-
erations will have this same 
commitment. Ms. Campagna, 
thank you for your passion, 
and making  my old “home-
town” a better place.

David Canepa
Daly City Vice Mayor 

Zero Tolerance
Editor:
The City Council said Zero 

Tolerance for illegal fire-
works. A $1,000 fine if you get 
caught.

Sounds good, doesn’t it? 
On July 4th around my home, 
from around 7 p.m. to mid-
night, we had firecrackers
and M-80s going off all around
the area. It sounded like a war 
zone. I would like to know how 
many people were arrested 
for illegal fireworks. I do not 
believe there were any around
my area. I am so disgusted
with the City Council in allow-
ing fireworks in Pacifica. They 
tried to cover their butts by 
appointing a committee to de-
cide if the city should continue 
to have fireworks and if so 
where the people could shoot 
or not shoot the fireworks.
Two of my friends with dogs 
leave town every year before 
the 4th because of the stress 
on their animals caused by the 
fireworks.

I know the nonprofit
groups’ claim that the sale 
of the fireworks helps them 
to raise money; however, the 
Council must weigh the risks 
of fire dangers to homes, the 
hills and people.

I wonder what the council 
would do if a home was de-
stroyed, a forest fire or an in-
jury or death to someone  was 
caused by the fireworks.

Zero Tolerance is a joke.
Wallace Rapozo
Linda Mar

International
Peace Day

Editor:
In honor of International

Peace Day on Saturday, Sept 
21, the Pacifi ca Peace People 
will put a full-page ad in the Pa-
cifica Tribune. Signed by many
members of our community, we 
will declare our ongoing com-
mitment to peace and will re-
quest that the money spent on
wars be redirected toward the 
many needs of our own nation 
and its people.

If you would like to see and 
sign this declaration of peace, 
you may do so by going to the 
home page of our website: www.
pacificapeacepeople.net. Dona-
tions for the ad will be grate-
fully accepted and can be made 
through our website using Pay-
Pal. Alternately, checks payable
to Pacifi ca Peace People can be 
sent to Leslie Davidson at 1302 
Rosita Road, Pacifica.

Finally, we invite you to show 
your support for peace by join-
ing us in the Fog Fest parade on 
Saturday, Sept. 28. Contact us 
for more information.

Linda Peebles
Pacifica Peace People 

member

Rummage Sale
Editor:
Pacificans, I bet you are 

tired of reading my monthly let-
ter imploring you to partake of 
the Pacifi ca Historical Society
Rummage Sales at the Little 
Brown Church. Well, here I am 
again prompting you to take ad-

Letters

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
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