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Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding
these limits will not run. People may edit down
and resubmit if they wish.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libelous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctuation, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live
will appear in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59
Bill Drake Way, Pacifica, Calif. 94044, fax 3593821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Editor:
After reading last week’s story about
Stacey Jacquith’s plight, I shook my
head in disbelief. Specifically, how is it
that she is so in debt when her life-changing injury happened on the job? After all,
isn’t that what occupational insurance
should handle and, especially as a law
enforcement officer, doesn’t their union
have a significant coverage plan due to
the nature of the job? Plus, shouldn’t the
state’s disability program kick in here
too?
I wish her well and being freed from
both the physical and financial restraints
that bind her.
Stevan Phillips
Linda Mar

Highway 1 lawsuit
Editor:
In her Aug. 7 letter to the editor,
Deborah Lynn decries the fact that Peter Loeb and Hal Bohner are asking to be
compensated for “their personal crusade
and to put pressure on the City Council.”
She also finds it absolutely appalling that
they would do something that would cost

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson
the city legal fees.
I think Ms. Lynn is missing the point.
Theoretically, if, while I am researching
information to support my cause, I find
what I believe is a legal conflict between
a government body and what I believe
are current legal requirements, and I
have asked that government body to
eliminate the conflict, and they have not
done so, why should I not sue for injunctive relief? Then, if the government body
is found not to be following the legal requirements, why should I have to pay my
own money to make them do what they
were supposed to do in first place?
If the suit wins and an injunction
is granted, it is not the person(s) who
brought the suit that cost the taxpayers
money, it is the government entity that
did not follow the rules.
Bill Heilman
Park Pacifica

Korea
Editor:
The forgotten war was over 60 years
ago, but for those who fought there, it
was yesterday. Last July 27, 2013 I attended the dedication ceremony of the
Korean War Memorial, a site at the
Presidio in San Francisco. It is a stately
prominent position on high ground overlooking than Golden Gate Bridge. The
site is on Sheridan Avenue and Lincoln
Boulevard. The unveiling of the marker

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Susanne Reed writes: “Recently, I was at my daughter’s home
in San Jose when the power went out. We checked the circuit
breakers and all seemed in order, but no power. She immediately went to her neighborhood website asking if any of her
neighbors were also without power. Within minutes she got
her answer: Power was out in the neighborhood. Are there
neighborhood websites like this in Pacifica? It sure comes in
handy, especially when our police force is so short-staffed and
are not always able to respond in a timely manner.” This is a
great question. Let me hear from you if you know of any neighborhood watch email lists or websites. The only one I know is
at Creekside townhouses on Rosita Road.
SUSTAINABLE BUILDING
Pacifica architect Ann Edminster is lead facilitator and instructor for the San Francisco Sustainable Building Advisor
(SBA) Program. She is a nationally recognized expert on green
homes, focusing on assisting design and building professionals in developing their capacity to create better buildings.
Ann is also a principal author of the “LEED for Homes Rating System” and author of “Energy Free: Homes for a Small
Planet,” a comprehensive guide for those seeking to create
zero net energy homes. All students benefit from ease of access
to materials, calendars, assignments, group exchange, online
forums, and website links to guest instructors, their projects,
and student field trips. The online platform helps students stay
organized and be in touch with fellow students and instructors.
The Fall San Francisco Cohort begins September 6, with 18
class meetings and graduation scheduled for December 7. See
the new schedule outline, discounts, and enrollment information at SBAProgram.com. After completing the program and
passing the final exam, students earn the designation Certified
Sustainable Building Advisor (CSBA). Information: call 877619-9489 extension 702 or email teri@SBAprogram.com
HEALTHY, DEPRESSED, ANXIOUS
Stanford University, School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry seeks healthy, depressed, and anxious participants for
an MRI study. You must be between 60 and 110, right-handed,
and not have other major medical problems. Compensation
$150 for three appointments. Call 650-723-2795 for info.
HOIST ON HIS OWN PETARD
A big company, feeling it was time for a shakeup, hired a new
CEO. The new boss was determined to rid the company of all
slackers. On a tour of the facilities, the CEO noticed a guy leaning against a wall. The room was full of workers and he wanted

took place on the site. It is a photo of the
U. S. Marine beach landing on the beach
of Inchon, a landing that took ladders to
get above a high seawall. It was the start
of the offensive move towards North Korea. The memorial will consist of a larger
than life bronze bas-relief and a series
of tall granite walls engraved with details on all nations that took part in the
war and a chronology of the Korean war
itself. Interactive video kiosks will provide additional educational context for
visitors. Benches in a peaceful setting
will allow for meditation, reflection and
remembrance. The Korean War Memorial Foundation was formed in San Francisco in June 2010. It is charged with the
completion of the Korean War Memorial.
To reach their goal, about $3.5 million is
needed for the completion date in 2015.
The foundation is a nonprofit organization. Donations are tax exempt as allowed by law. A number of ways to donate
funds include purchasing an inscribed
brick, bench or plaque which will be located on the site. Sponsors may inscribe
their name or a message. Donations can
be made online to www.kwmf.org or by
phone (415-750-3862) or by mail to The
Korean Memorial Foundation, The Presidio, San Francisco, CA 94129. Help us
transform this vision into reality. Help
us ensure that this crucial chapter in our
nation’s history is never forgotten.
Rudy Pickell
Korean War Veteran

to let them know that he meant business. He asked the guy,
“How much money do you make a week?” A little surprised,
the young man looked at him and said, “I make $400 a week.
Why?” The CEO said, “Wait right here.” He walked back to his
office, came back in two minutes, and handed the guy $1,600
in cash and said, “Here’s four weeks’ pay. Now GET OUT and
don’t come back.” Feeling pretty good about himself, the CEO
looked around the room and asked, “Does anyone want to tell
me what that knucklehead did here?” From across the room a
voice said, “Pizza delivery guy from Domino’s.”
NAME THAT FOG
Pacifica palindromist Alan Wald strikes again: According to
last week’s Tribune, Pacifica’s Rotary Club has announced the
“Name That Fog” contest seeking creative names for the fluffy
white stuff that periodically visits our Coastside during the
summer months. Citing “Vallemist” and “San Pedro Particulate” as examples, Rotary decided it would be fun to generate
a list of clever names for our fog and, at the same time, raise
funds to provide dictionaries for every third-grader in Pacifica
and support other Rotary projects. With that in mind, Pacifica
palindrome lovers would like to submit their favorite name for
Pacifica’s summer fog: “Snot, or Pacifica protons.”
SINGER/SONGWRITER NOMI HARPER
Tom Edminster told me long ago about talented Pacifica
singer/songwriter Nomi Harper. Since then I have posted her
notices on Pacifica Riptide but have never caught her act until
just this past week when she performed at A Grape in the Fog.
Unfortunately, the place was full and people were chatting so
loudly that I couldn’t hear Nomi. But no matter. I have her CD.
Then I had a brainstorm: Why not ask Nomi to talk a bit about
what’s involved in singing and songwriting. Here are some of
her thoughts: “It’s important to know what you want to say in
such a way that you can present a visual picture of it; it’s about
showing, not saying, what you want your listener to hear. It’s
about condensing your thoughts and rhyming, and rhythm,
and creating emotion in the music. I work hard on lyrics; to me
the lyrics have to be strong. But the music needs to be equally
strong. It’s about evoking emotions in people and being able to
create something a person can relate to. Yes, there are many
aspects needed to create a good song. It’s about movement in
the music. There is a lot to it. I very much edit what I write to
condense my thoughts into the fewest possible words in my
songwriting.”
SITESEER
Wildfire reporting system: inciweb.org
SWAMI SEZ
“Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.” (Leonardo da Vinci)
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