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Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding
these limits will not run. People may edit down
and resubmit if they wish.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libelous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctuation, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live
will appear in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59
Bill Drake Way, Pacifica, Calif. 94044, fax 3593821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson

Letters
to the editor

see moving vehicles, better air quality, and a
safer highway. Let’s put Pacifica on a course
Editor:
to recognize and solve problems rather than
The PFC Lawsuit may cost you more postponing them to the future.
than you think. Pacifica’s population is apJeffrey Cooper
proximately 37,000 people. Assuming that
Linda Mar
15 percent of this population is involved in the
working trades and lives in the South side of
Pacifica, PFC’s lawsuit against the Caltrans
Editor:
widening project would take away about $29
Why all this talk of getting involved in
million of wages from Pacifica citizens each and possibly striking Syria, over chemiyear. How is this possible? Assuming you’re cal weapons, by the Obama administraan electrician making prevailing wage and tion? I recall, when it came to Iraq, all the
you had to wait in traffic 23 minutes (as I people who were against it (Obama, Kerry,
did on Wednesday 9/11) for each day worked Biden, Pelosi, etc., etc.,), did not support
during the year, approximately 254 days, the Bush when he asked for back up. Further,
additional time you spent in traffic for which Saddam Hussein was guilty of not only usyou could have been working would have ing chemical weapons against the Kurds,
cost you $5,165 for the year. Assuming 5,365 in his own country, but had 17 U.N. resolupeople live in the southern part of Pacifica, tions against him! Add to the fact that Bill
that represents $29,099,610 in lost wages for Clinton, before Bush, had the political back
the year. I didn’t even calculate the return up, when it came to Iraq (“Operation Desert
trip, fuel, and frustration. The bottom line is Fox” and the “Iraqi Liberation Act” as well
that traffic on the coast will only continue to as stating how Saddam Hussein had WMD’s
grow year after year whether you are for the and would pass them on to terrorists, etc.),
project or not. You cannot simply put more that my answer is “No”! Do not set up a postraffic through the same amount of space. sible war with Assad of Syria and, if someWith this fact, the EIR evaluates the ways one is elected President that the liberal left
in which more traffic can be accommodated doesn’t approve of next time around, try to
which will have to include a widening. What politically destroy that person like the politiother solution does PFC see that I don’t? cal left did Bush. At this point, this is an isAgain, the highway needs to be widened sue for the U.N. to resolve, anyhow, not for
to address the fact that it is too narrow to the U.S. to strike ... which would make a bad
accommodate the current traffic demands situation, much worse! So, once again, my
and year after year growth. Additionally, answer is “No” Mr. President, Vice Presithe report addressed the air quality of idling dent, Secretary of State, etc., count me out
traffic versus moving traffic. I would like to of supporting your war (s) ever again ... I’ve

Widening vs. PFC
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Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
FRESH AND UNEASY
Movie mogul and supermarket takeover whiz Ron Burkle
has bought the Fresh & Easy chain of small specialty
grocery stores from the U.K.’s Tesco Inc. Burkle’s Yucaipa
holding company apparently will not rename Fresh & Easy
but will seek to expand the brand. My business source says
the Pedro Point Fresh & Easy will stay open, though a number of other Northern California branches will close under
the new ownership.
PARLEZ-VOUS FRANCAIS?
Group French lessons (maximum five students) by a native
French-speaking teacher from 7 to 9 p.m. at Linda Mar Starbucks. Cheap rates. Call Monique at 650-738-0377 for more
information. Monique says, “I do a variety of things: some
grammar, discussion of French posters and train tickets,
analysis of French ads versus American ones, discussion of
paintings and songs, some literature, articles from French
magazines (mainly from L’express), reading children’s books
(like storytelling), as well as spontaneous conversation.”
LA NADA
New remote sensing data from NASA’s Jason-2 satellite
show near-normal sea-surface height conditions across the
equatorial Pacific Ocean. This neutral, or “La Nada” event,
has stubbornly persisted for 16 months, since spring 2012.
Models suggest this pattern will continue through the spring
of 2014, according to the National Weather Service’s Climate
Prediction Center. “Without an El Niño or La Niña signal
present, other, less predictable, climatic factors will govern
fall, winter and spring weather conditions,” said climatologist Bill Patzert of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif. Long-range forecasts are most successful during
El Niño and La Niña episodes. The “in between” ocean state,
La Nada, is the dominant condition, and is frustrating for
long-range forecasters. It’s like driving without a decent
road map — it makes forecasting difficult. (jpl.nasa.gov)
PERFECTIONISM
It may be time to redefine our beliefs about what it means to
be perfect. Striving to do well as a student, worker, parent,
and citizen is an admirable goal, but as Queendom’s study
of 1,206 people who took the “Perfectionism Test” reveals,
wanting to be perfect will just make you perfectly miserable. Perfectionists can appreciate, with a certain sense of

learned my lesson!
That’s where I stand on this issue, anyhow.
By the way, why haven’t we heard from
the liberals, in this community, with protests and insults against the Obama administration, when it comes to Syria, like they
protested, insulted Bush, when it came to
Iraq? Is it that, when a liberal-leftist President goes to war (or talks about it), it suddenly becomes “OK”?!
Bob Larsen
Pacific Manor

Congratulations,
Eagle Scouts
Editor:
My heartiest congratulations to new Eagle Scouts John and Mark Bredall, Tanner
Dulay, Zachary Cummings, and Sean Chou
for their latest accomplishment, and thanks
to the scoutmasters of Troop 255, and especially to Rudy Pickell for his longstanding
support.
I’ve long thought that scouting was one
of the best things that could have happened
to me in my young life. It introduced me to
so many different facets of our life in today’s
world. I can still recite and still try to live by
the twelve precepts of the Scout law, and to
always “be prepared.” I almost made Eagle
myself in 1966, three merit badges and a God
and Country Award short.
David Hirzel
Pacifica

See LETTERS, Page 9

bitterness, the fruitless toils of Sisyphus. Struggle as they
might to be perfect, they just never manage to attain this
lofty goal. This isn’t to say that working hard has little value.
Doing your best is one thing – trying to be perfect is a whole
other mess. Queendom’s study results reveal that while the
determined efforts of extreme or moderate perfectionists do
pay off in some cases, low perfectionists appear to be happier and better adjusted overall.
PET PARADE
A team of miniature horses will be part of the fun at the
10th annual Burlingame Pet Parade, beginning at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, September 28, on Broadway in Burlingame. Pet
owners who wish to march with their pets must report by
9:30 a.m. to the parking lot near Broadway and Chula Vista.
There is no charge to participate. This family-friendly event
offers free entertainment and art projects for children. Every participant receives a souvenir ribbon and fancy ribbons
are awarded for the Best Pet Trick, Most Unusual Pet, BestDressed Pet, and Most Original Float, Group, or Wagon. The
Grand Prize winner receives a special prize. Judging takes
place immediately after the parade at Broadway and Capuchino. For more information, visit
burlingamepetparade.com
KOWTOW
“Kowtow” sounds odd to our ears because it is a Chinese
word. To kowtow is to kneel and touch the ground with the
forehead as an act of worship or submission. The practice
first came to the attention of the English-speaking world late
in the 18th century, when Westerners began to visit China.
The word is an Anglicized version of the Chinese “k tóu,”
which derives from “k ” (knock’)+ “tóu” (head). (from “A
Phrase a Week” at phrases.org.uk)
SEEING AND HEARING THINGS
Scott McKellar calls Pacifica a drinking town with a fishing problem. Maybe that explains the big Ford pickup Scott
saw at Linda Mar Shopping Center with the license plate
MOVEOVA. Scott also says he hears foghorns late at night.
Does anyone know where that might be coming from? I
myself can hear Caltrain horns blow on the bayshore when it
is very still here in Pacifica, a curious reminder that we don’t
live in a bubble over here on the coast.
SWAMI SEZ
“A celebrity is a person who works hard all his life to become well known, then wears dark glasses to avoid being
recognized.” (Fred Allen)
MAYBURRITOVILLE
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