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Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding
these limits will not run. People may edit down
and resubmit if they wish.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libelous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctuation, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live
will appear in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59
Bill Drake Way, Pacifica, Calif. 94044, fax 3593821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any
other BANG newpaper or website.

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson
* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Editor:
I attended the last Democrats meeting at Sharp Park Golf Course featuring
Congresswoman Jackie Speier. Under the
question and answer period, I asked about
the six veterans that died in Penn State of
Legionaries Disease and the veterans at
Palo Alto that were given the wrong eye
drops and lost their vision. It was both in
the papers and on TV and the directors of
these hospitals getting bonuses? For what?
Covering up? I didn’t get the answer I expected. She said simply that doctors make
mistakes and that at one time the VA was
negligent, probably referring to the Walter
Reed scandal, but things are improving. I
have to say that Ft. Miley in San Francisco
has improved the buildings and parking
lots, but I would rather have our tax money
going to improve the quality of life for our
veterans. Too many are hooked on pain
pills. I have been attending the veterans
collaborative sessions at Moffett Field, and
I am happy to say they are trying to implement more holistic approaches.
Attending these meetings are not totally
a loss. As I was leaving, the president of the
Northern California Chapter of American
College of Surgeons gave me his card. It’s
nice to be heard by someone that seems to
have some compassion.
On another note, Ms. Speier mentioned
Pope Paul and his recent remarks regarding abortion, homosexuality and contraceptives. She finds it more meaningful at-

tending Sunday Mass. Please leave religion
out of politics, because not all of us took his
remarks that he approves of these practices. What he was trying to convey was
that his flock should focus more on evangelizing, working for the poor and follow in
Christ’s footsteps, and he surely is setting
an example by living in a hotel room, driving an old car someone gave him and not
wearing those $6,000 red shoes. Amen.
Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

Rate increase
Editor:
Here we go again, another public service monopoly coming after our pocketbooks. First came all the local school district bonds, then came the proposed utility
tax increase to be voted on in November,
and now the North County Water District
is proposing a 7.3 percent rate increase.
As a Pacifica homeowner, I’d like to
thank the water district for informing me
the cost of living has increased 7.3 percent
since 2010. My income has not gone up 7.3
percent nor have the majority of Pacifica
homeowners. In fact, many of their wages
have gone down. Maybe the district directors should have taken a drive around Pacifica this summer to look at the landscape of
the homeowners who they want to charge
a 7.3 percent increase.
Most of our front yards are brown because of lack of water. Not very attractive!
This might have given the district a clue
that the rates are too high for Pacificans’
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Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
PRESS RELEASE CRASHES HIGHWAY DEBATE
As the clock ticks down to a confrontation between forces that
propose to widen Highway 1 and those that oppose it, the curiously passive Pacifica City Council has issued an undated press
release on city letterhead whining that citizen opposition lawsuits have forced the city to delay public hearings on the widening proposal. Oh, the crocodile tears! Well, duh, why hasn’t the
council already done the right thing, the proactive thing, the
responsible thing, the democratic thing, and let some air and
sunlight into this secretive, bureaucratic process? Why didn’t
our elected representatives hold public forums long ago? I will
leave speculation about the council’s motives or reasoning (or
lack thereof) to others. Meanwhile, dear readers, see the city
website or my Pacifica Riptide blog to experience nausea while
reading the pusillanimous prose proferred by Whodini (or
Question Mark and the Mysterians). Pete Shoemaker, chair
of Pacificans for Highway 1 Alternatives (PH1A), responded to
the city press release: “The Mayor of Pacifica said that he was
‘frustrated’ that hearings on the proposed Highway 1 widening
project have been postponed. We at Pacificans for Highway 1
Alternatives (PH1A) agree and share his frustration. We have
been advocating for a long time that public hearings be held,
and have been frustrated that the City Council did not schedule
them sooner, ideally when the Draft Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) was first released. Now that the final report
(FEIR) is out, it is more important than ever that the public
be educated on this proposed project, and to that end PH1A is
holding a public forum on October 9 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Vallemar School. All concerned citizens are encouraged to attend.”
PSC FIGHTS HIGHWAY WIDENING
To help Pacificans for a Scenic Coast (PSC) in its legal challenge to the Caltrans final environmental impact report
(FEIR), visit PSC’s sponsor PacificasEnvironmentalFamily.org
for more information.
EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE
How different human interaction would be if schools included
emotional intelligence training in their curriculum. According
to Queendom.com research, emotional intelligence (or EQ) is a
multifaceted competency that has a major impact on how successful a person is at creating and maintaining relationships.
Hollywood movies would have us believe that to be popular,
you need to have charisma, devious powers of manipulation,

budgets even before a rate increase.
I think a 7.3 percent increase is outrageous, and homeowners should protest it.
It’s not easy to protest because the North
Coast Water District wants you to mail in
your protest. They know most homeowners will not take the time to write and mail
in their protest, guaranteeing them of
fewer than 51 percent protesting and the
increase to go through. Even if you read
the letter that came in the mail, most Pacificans are busy with families, work and
life to respond through the mail. Allowing
protests via e-mail, voice mail, Twitter,
etc. would greatly increase the chances of
a 51 percent protest because homeowners
could immediately send in their protest
while it’s still fresh in their minds.
Your written protest must be received
prior to the close of the October 16, 2013
public hearing. You must include a description of the parcel (parcel number) or district account number. Protests are limited
to one per parcel. Send written protest to:
North Coast County Water District, 2400
Francisco Blvd, PO Box 1039, Pacifica, Ca
94044, Attention: Water Rate Increase
Protest.
This is not the time to be increasing
taxes and fees in Pacifica. As our income
has stagnated, we cannot afford the increases. When our incomes rise would be
a better time to discuss increases.
Saul Villegas
Linda Mar

See LETTERS, Page 7

and the emotional depth of a teaspoon. Granted, charisma can
draw people to you, but Queendom says emotional intelligence
keeps them there. Analyzing a sample of 34,870 people who
took Queendom’s emotional intelligence test reveals that
those with strong emotional intelligence are more popular in
their social group, more satisfied with their relationships in
general (family, friends, romantic), and tend to experience
fewer conflicts and arguments. High scorers on the EQ test are
more comfortable dealing with emotional problems (their own
and others’), have greater self-esteem and self-control, know
their value system and live by it, have good coping skills and
flexibility for conflict resolution, and show a positive mind-set.
Queendom also found that people in relationships score higher
EQs than single people.
WEAR WHITE AT NIGHT
Mary Sheppard reminds me that when we were kids, the
schools used to tell us to wear white at night when walking,
running, or bicycling, so that we could be seen by motorists
and not get run over. This ancient wisdom still applies, folks.
If you are out at night, whether exercising or not, be sure that
you wear something white, bright, or shiny. It also wouldn’t
hurt to have a light on your hat, helmet, or bike.
ALANDROME
Alan Wald says the Pacifica Tribune reports you can honor
your favorite pet by having its name inscribed on a brick at
the Pet Path at Rotary Plaza for a donation of $100. Pacifica
palindrome lovers propose that for a small additional charge
the name on the brick could be laminated:
“Laminate Pacifica pet animal!”
WANDERING THE PRODUCE AISLE
Scotty Kindlefire wanders among the fruits and vegetables at
his supermarket, and wonders why the avocados he buys and
takes home either stay rock-hard or quickly go soft. I advised
him to buy them unripe, and as soon as they start to ripen, eat
some and turn the rest into guacamole. A little bit of lemon
juice makes guacamole last longer in the refrigerator. Incidentally, one of the best guacamoles in town is at Joe Murillo’s
Pacifica Farmer’s Market or his booth at Coastside Farmer’s
Market on Wednesday afternoons. Pacifica’s other great guacamole is in the produce section at Oceana Market, made right
there on the premises.
SWAMI SEZ
“It’s hard to make predictions, especially about the future.”
(Yogi Berra)
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