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Thank you
Editor:
I would like to thank Anna
Boothe, and the POPS organization for choosing my photo
for the 2012 T-shirt contest.
I was greatly surprised and
honored. I know there are
many very talented photographers in Pacifica, and I was
told I had a lot of competition.
I hope people will buy the shirt
to help support the important
repairs to the pier. We want to
have the pier for a long time,
but the waves from the heavy
surf we see every year now
are really taking their toll on
the pier. Please help support
POPS and buy the winning tee
shirt at Chit Chat at the pier
or Chit Chat Cafe on Manor
drive, across from the Post Office. Please join POPS, a wonderful organization. We want
to keep the people coming to
Pacifica to fish or just visit our
beautiful beaches.
Dottie Borba
Pacific Manor

nity. The first time I met
Karen she was so friendly,
welcomed me and made me
feel like I was a part of the
community when I moved
here 10-plus years ago. Karen
has been involved in parent-teacher organizations at
both IBL and Terra Nova
High Schools volunteering
at countless fundraiser, and
events. She volunteered and
worked the phone lines in
order to personally speak to
the Pacifica community in
an effort to raise awareness
for Measure Y which passed
on June 5, 2012. She has set a
great example for “always being there” and is always present at community events. She
can be seen walking and jogging with her family and dogs
providing a great example
for health and fitness. I am so
proud to see Karen excel over
the years and look forward to
Editor:
seeing what’s to come once
Reading my Pacifica
she is elected for City Council
Tribune today I read a arwoman. Thank you.
ticle entitled “Sign up to drive
Anne Harold
through history tunnel vehicle
Linda Mar
parade,” asking for cars for
the opening of the new tunnel
by asking them to pay $100 if

Tunnel parade

chosen, plus telling them they
need to drive VIP passengers
in their cars. They should be
paying us since we build and
maintain these vehicles at
great expense. Who is keeping
this money? Car enthusiast
should not have to pay to be in
a parade. As for the cars seen
going over bridges on opening
day. I bet they did not pay to
be there, so why should any
or us have to pay and qualify
for the privilege of driving our
vehicles on opening day? I will
just wait and drive my beautiful 1946 Buick super convertible on another day when it
cost nothing but gas.
Eve Patton
Vallemar

Cimo
Editor:
Frank Cimo left his mark.
He’s been a part of the Tribune for as long as I can remember. When he was writing his column “In the kitchen
with Frank,” I couldn’t wait to
read it and experiment with
his mama’s recipes. I loved
his childhood stories and one
time he said he could sing like
Fabian and you could call and
hear how he sounded on his
answering machine. I called
and told him he was better
than Fabian and added how
much I enjoyed his column.
A day or two later there was

a knock at my door and who
was there but Frank with one
hand behind his back with a
pasta dish in it. My husband
Nunzio came out of the yard
and the three of us visited for
a couple of hours. We became
friends and Frank drops by
often. All good things must
come to an end unfortunately,
but this will free Frank up to
do all the things he’s had on
hold. God Bless you, Frank
and the best of luck on you future endeavors.
Joyce Sorce
Vallemar

Rummage sale
Editor:
Have you ever watched
that Antique Road show that
is presented regularly on public television, and have been
amazed by the value of most
of the artifacts brought to the
show for appraisal? Some of
those items were purchased
at Rummage Sales such as the
one sponsored by the Pacifica
Historical Society at the little
Brown Church, upcoming on
Friday and Oct.12-13 .
I have a friend who made
a purchase at the last Rummage Sale, and is having that
‘treasure’ appraised by a judge
on the television program in
hopes of a high payout. You
too, might find a valued item
at the local sale. Drop by the

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica
Little Brown Church on either
of those sale dates.
In this October sale, Halloween miscellany will be featured, and in the November
sale, (the second weekend)
Christmas articles will highlight the event. Your support
for the actions of the Pacifica
Historical Society will increase
the successful renovation of
the church building into an
Event Center and Museum.
Mary Bedekovic
Pacifica

Solutions
Editor:
With the many serious
problems facing human beings throughout the world, it
seems very strange indeed
that the media, almost universally, totally ignores the idea
of democratic federal world
government, the main solution
to the most deadly and most
horrific actions: wars between
nations and violence within
nations. When someone mentions world government, or a
world constitution or even a
United Nations’ Charter Review, their words are received
with surprise, anger, disbelief
or ignorant hostility. There
are very few sane, thoughtful
responses from the media or
from others. Why?
Mary Harris
Shelter Cove

Oceana
Market
Editor:
In my younger (much
younger) college years
before Seminary days I
was an English major.
My constant companions
at the time were great
authors such as Jane
Shakespeare,
Austen,
F.Scott Fitzgerald, Ayn
Wordsworth,
Rand,
Emily Dickinson, John
and
Milton,Hemingway
Steinbeck. A few days ago,
I was at Oceana Market
at Eureka Square (one of
my favorite places) There
on a shelf was one of those
classic magnetic poetry
sets: hundreds of individual words meant to be
arranged on a metal surface (usually a refrigerator door) as determined by
the inspiration of the author and stirrings of verbal imagination and vision.
What a treasure for all of
us rapidly-aging English
majors and lovers of the
power of words. It was just
another reminder for me
that Oceana Market is so
much more than a grocery
store/supermarket.
Fr. Piers Lahey
Daly City

Pacifica City Candidate statements
Mary Ann Nihart
Occupation: Nurse Practitioner/Businesswoman
Pacifica has been my
home for 30 years. Since
you put your trust in me
four years ago, I’ve worked
tirelessly for a better Pacifica.
As mayor and member
of our City Council, I have
stopped deficit spending and balanced the city
budget, fought hard for
Pacifica’s share of county
resources, established the
Economic
Development
Committee, improved customer service in our Planning Department, reached
out to Pacifica businesses
with “Mayor’s Walks,” protected our environment,
created the Beautification
Task Force, and led a community-wide effort that
garnered national recognition for Pacifica as one
of the six most beautiful
towns in the U.S.
Together we can create
a city that is fiscally sustainable and works for all our
citizens; engage more residents in their city government; improve our streets
and city services; promote
our beauty to visitors; and
enhance economic development. If you re-elect me,
I will redouble my efforts
to achieve the very best for
Pacifica.
Our unique and beautiful city is turning a corner.
I ask for your vote so I can
continue to put Pacifica
first!
Mike O’Neill
Pacifica has to make
better decisions. We need
a sustainable economy to
provide basic services,
clean our beaches, and repair our roads. Sustainable
fiscal decisions preserve
the level of services and

quality of life we all enjoy—
the identity we have as Pacifica. We need an advocate
on council to get businesses
in vacant store fronts. Not
just talk, results!
Our town can no longer
tolerate 14 years of structural city deficits. In my
14 years on the Pacifica
School Board, I balanced
14 budgets recognizing
that decisions made in the
present will have impacts
long into the future. In this
economy, with continued
pressure on all our family
budgets, we have to work
smarter.
During my time serving as trustee, the Pacifica
School District became a
state recognized high-performing district. I would
like to contribute my experience, values, and vision
to help the City of Pacifica
reach its potential and become the high performing
city I know it can be.
We’ve done enough
looking back and fighting
old battles. I believe we
are ready to move forward,
looking ahead to reach our
potential as a city. If you
agree, vote for common
sense.
Victor A. Spano
Occupation: Economic
Development Coordinator
Once upon a time, Pacifica had three auto dealers, a movie theater and
a diverse collection of retail outlets. Over the past
few years, many of our
favorite shops have disappeared. Our shopping
centers are half empty of
both stores and customers. Investment here has
been impaired, due to a
“slow-growth” phenomena
that was either deliberate
or accidental. Now our city
finances are in a precari-

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Inner Edirot
•JUNIPER, BY JUPITER! Behold the San Francisco
Chronicle business section story (October 3) about
Juniper Networks possibly laying off 500 workers:
The headline says Jupiter, the text says Juniper, the
accompanying photo shows the Juniper logo, and the
photo caption says Jupiter. Take your pick, folks.

ous position: We cannot
make needed investments
for the future and we have
no healthy reserves. Public
safety is jeopardized, our
parks, streets and civic
buildings are in disrepair,
we urgently need to change
course.
I support the Chamber’s Initiative on Tourism, but tourism cannot
be the only leg we stand
on. I have worked in local
government full time for
over 20 years in the areas
of City Planning and Economic Development. I have
worked with national and
regional retailers, hoteliers, residential, industrial
and office builders that
have created new jobs and
revenues in other cities. As
your councilman, I would
endeavor to bring all of
the above to Pacifica, with
respect to our community
value for harmony with our
spectacular oceanside setting.
Susan B. Vellone
Occupation: Business
woman
I have been a business
owner and resident in our
community for 34 years. I
own and manage Visions
Seaside Salon and MedSpa with a staff of 24 independent professionals. I
am a past president in the
Chamber of Commerce
and serve on their Executive Committee, Hospitality and Tourism Committee, and the Government
Affairs Committee. I additionally serve as a Chamber Liaison to the GGNRA,
Director on the Board of
Pacificans Care, Liaison to
the Interact Kids (Rotary)
at Terra Nova High School,
member of Pacifica’s Beautification Task Force, and
Past President for Pacifica

Rotary.
I work within, and have
the support, of our community’s wide spectrum of
organizations
non-profit
and businesses. I understand the importance of
supporting our emergency
services and public works
as a necessity to maintain
our critical infrastructure
and enhance our quality
of life. I have the business
experience, personal relationships, and the loyalty
to Pacifica that qualifies
me for Pacifica City Council. As a business owner
and fellow Pacifican, connected to civic service, I
am dedicated in creating
visible changes within our
community.
Let’s move Pacifica forward together! Thank you
for your support.
Richard Campbell
Occupation: Environmental Attorney
I am a Bay Area native
and live in Pacifica with my
wife and two school-age
children enrolled in the
Pacifica School District. I
have been a City Planning
Commissioner since 2007,
and was chair in 2011. I am
also an attorney with the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Before hiring on with
the USEPA, I worked in
the private sector as an
environmental and land
use attorney for the largest
commercial and residential
builders in the nation. I believe my public and private
sector experience, and my
understanding of planning,
zoning, and environmental
requirements, will allow
me to move quickly to ensure the city benefits from
well-planned and smart
commercial and mixed-use
developments throughout

named in Brett’s memory, closes a loophole in current
law that holds limousine operators, but not charter
buses, responsible for underage drinking. The bill
would require party bus companies to ask the person
making a reservation if alcohol will be served and if
anyone under 21 years old will be on board. Under
the legislation, bus companies must notify the person
making the reservation that they need to designate
an adult chaperone. Bus companies will be subject to
a fine of $2,000, license suspension or revocation if
they do not comply. Bus drivers will be subject to a
misdemeanor for noncompliance. Chaperones also
will be subject to a misdemeanor for providing alcohol
to a minor.

the city.
I also understand how
important education is to
the city. I was an early supporter of the Pacifica Education Foundation. I understand that the availability
of good schools positively
impacts property values,
which results in more revenue to the city. I will work
to increase the level of
cooperation between the
city and school district to
ensure the success of its
sale of surplus property, its
after-school care, and traffic issues associated with
early-morning drop offs.
Karen Ervin
Occupation: Research
Associate
Pacifica is a wonderful,
vibrant community that
needs strong leaders with
a clear vision in order to
thrive.
For years, I have
worked for a better Pacifica. I served as president
and trustee of the Pacifica
School District Governing Board; I am a director
of Pacificans Care, a local
non-profit
organization
that funds social services; I
also serve on the Financing
City Services Task Force,
working to develop a longterm financial plan for our
city. Throughout, I have
successfully advocated fiscal responsibility, transparency, and consensus
building.
My priorities continue
to be economic sustainability, enhancing long-term
growth, preserving the
natural beauty of our city,
and maintaining the community’s trust.
I grew up in Pacifica
and after finishing my degree in microbiology at the
University of California,
Santa Barbara, I returned
with my husband Mike to

raise our children here. I
also have built a career as
a senior researcher at Genentech.
I know that, together,
we can move Pacifica forward into a strong, healthy,
prosperous future. I would
be honored to have your
vote.
Gary J. Mondfrans
The Pacifica City Council needs some “positive”
change!
Tell everyone that the
“ayes” have it!
Forget the negativity,
forget the bickering, forget
the name calling, forget the
endless recalls.
It’s time for some positive change.
Pacifica is a great place
to live and raise a family.
We have a lot of good
things going for us and
tourists love to come here
to spend their “green”
while enjoying our green
hills and valleys.
This is income we can
use to make things better
for Pacifica.
The business of Pacifica
is business.
At just 25 I was mayor
of San Bruno, now in my
60s and retired after 31
years with San Francisco’s
Department of Emergency
Management and SFPD, I
am now placing my dedication to public trust and service to serving the people
of Pacifica where I have
lived for over 25 years.
Our eyes will tell us
what we must and can do
— the “ayes” will have it.
We can now unite putting years of bickering behind us.
Yes, indeed - The “ayes”
have it! Empower yourself.
Empower others. Together
we can do what needs to be
done.

ground. The McKellars gave Rocky zero style points,
but a gold star for surviving the fall from a tall tree.
The McKellars’ neighbors Brian and Kelly called the
SPCA to come rescue the winded squirrel. An animal
control officer soon responded and carted Rocky off
in a sort of butterfly net. He said, “They don’t have
big teeth, but you still have to show them respect.”

Swami Sez
“The divorce rate is around 50 percent. I wonder
what it would be if all the couples who wanted to get
divorced actually did so.” (John Santello)

Pirate Law #53
•INDIGIOUSLY YOURS. Also in the Chronicle last
Block That Cliche
week was a long, skinny display ad for the San Fran“Call Him Every Name in the Book.” According to
cisco Pen Show. The caption under the limited-edition Gregg Levoy, the book in question is not the Bible or
ballpoint pen honoring the Kanaka Maoli aborigines
the phone book; it’s the dictionary.
of Hawaii read “celebrating this indigious tribe.”

Coastal Seismic Tests
•THIS MEANS WAR, BY JINGO! Pepperidge Farms
has a line of crackers called JINGOS. Apparently,
the snack company did not bother to use a dictionary
when it came up with this unfortunate name. According to the New American Oxford Dictionary, jingo
means someone who is “a vociferous supporter of
policy favoring war, esp. in the name of patriotism.”

Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) has asked the California Coastal Commission to reschedule its public
hearing on proposed seismic testing along the Central
California coast. The November meeting will be in
Santa Monica, but the exact date, time, and procedure to speak are still to be determined. Stay tuned.
For updates, see surfrider.org.

Booze Cruise Ban

Rocky the Flying Squirrel

Assemblyman Jerry Hill and the parents of Brett
Studebaker – a Burlingame teenager who died in
a car crash after a night of drinking on a party bus
– held a news conference September 25 to celebrate
the governor’s signing of Assembly Bill 45. The bill,

Scott and Patty McKellar feel bad for the hapless
squirrel that fell out of a tree on their quiet Pacifica
hillside not just once but two times. The first time,
Rocky landed with a thump and ran away. The second
time he landed really hard and lay dazed on the

A pirate may ride only in a rowboat while traveling to
or from his ship. No pirate may ever ride in a kayak.

Signs of Aging
Your house plants are alive, and you can’t smoke any
of them. You keep more food than beer in the fridge.
You hear your favorite song in an elevator. 6 a.m. is
when you get up, not when you go to bed. You watch
the Weather Channel. You go from 120 days of vacation to 14. Jeans and a sweater no longer qualify as
dressed up. You’re the one calling the police because
those ******* kids next door won’t turn down the
stereo. You don’t know what time Taco Bell closes
anymore.
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