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My fellow Americans
Editor:
I keep reading all the letters to the editor, listen-

ing to all the commentators on TV and radio, read-
ing all the editorials and leading stories in the news-
papers, listening to average citizens express their 
views and I have come to one conclusion: we are all 
fallible human beings.

You may ask what I mean by that. Well, I have
seenmany levels of human interaction and I repeat-
edly see the same miscommunications and mis-
understandings happen. And those result in fights 
between individuals, divorces, disagreements and
accusations. It is the human condition, but we can 
help many situations if we are aware of it.

We must acknowledge that no two humans will
completely agree on everything. To think that we 
will all agree on how to deal with any one issue is 
ludicrous. If you are not personally involved, or do 
not have strong views on a particular issue, you can 
be more objective, but if not, the most sincere, good 
personwill reactvery strongly and negatively if you 
don’t agree with their point of view.

At the very personal level, siblings disagree and 
refusetoseeeachother;spousesfight,refuseto give 
theotheronetherightto disagree and ultimately di-
vorce; friends fight and drop each other as friends. 
Could it be that a little compromise with those we 
love could have resolved all those issues? If difficult 
whenlove is present, how much more difficult when 
it is not.

At the city level, the Council makes one decision
after due deliberation and half the city says they 
aren’t doing their jobs; they make another decision 
and the other half says they aren’t doing their jobs. 
Couldeachsidesit down with the other side and the 
Council and talk about what they each think is the
bestthingforourcityandreachacompromisethat,
while not making any of them totally happy, will, at 
least, allow each side to feel they were considered 
and they can all own the results of those decisions?
Then all support it.

Atthestate level, again, could both sides sit down 
and discuss what they see as the solution, allow the 
other side to present their case for why something 
will not work, make an alternative suggestion and 
then look at the best possible decision for all, objec-
tively. Then all support it.

At the federal level, where it is at its worst, can 
we look at the problem objectively? Obama’s oppo-
nents say that he cannot do anything right or has 
ulterior motives. Even those who voted for him say 
he is letting them down by not fulfilling his prom-
ises. Could there be a factor present here that has 
never been present before in our national politics 
and is the proverbial “elephant in the room?” In
past years, with a measure proposed, you would 
find both parties having members on both sides of 
theissue,buttoday, one party votes for measures as 
a block which means that they are not voting their 
conscience but voting as told by their party leaders. 
Why the change? I have heard one very important 
factor finally being mentioned by more and more
people to explain this impasse — because he is 
black. Sad, but I really see the truth in it.

I was one of those who voted for him and was 
amazedthathegotelectedbut,truthfully,hedoesn’t
have a prayer because he either stands his ground 
and nothing gets passed or he compromises, giv-
ing up much more than the other side to get some-
thingpassedandhisvoterssayheisnotfulfillinghis
promises. If you are impartially objective you will 
have to agree with me. We fought a Civil War over 
that issue once, and we may destroy our country 
over it now.

The truth is distorted continually to blame him 
for all the negative things happening. A friend trav-
elling through Arizona, a Republican state, took 
a picture of a big sign on the side of the road with 
the picture of Bush and it said, “I screwed you all.

Thanks for blaming the black guy.” The unfortunate 
thing is that, between refusing to work with a black 
man (even though not spoken aloud) and having all 
the rich (except Warren Buffett) demanding that 
the politicians hold fast on their tax breaks, you and 
I will be the ones to suffer along with our country.

Let me also point out that certain politicians 
over the past 14 years have said that Clinton could 
notanddidnot reduce the national debt in just eight 
short years; it was started by his predecessor. With 
Obama, they say he did increase the national debt 
drastically in just two short years all by himself and 
his predecessor was not held responsible for any 
increase in the national debt during his eight years 
in office. Strange, don’t you think? In other words, 
there are shades of truths and you have to see that. 
Yes,Obamadidincrease the national debt, but what 
part of the drastic increase of debt in that 10 years 
from Clinton’s administration was his responsibility 
andwhatpartwas his predecessor’s responsibility?
Recognize how facts are skewed to accomplish a 
desired goal. With a new product, the ad men tell 
you what they know you want to hear to make you 
buy it, but not all of what they say is true because 
they skew the truth. If you believe it is totally true, I 
have some swamp land to sell you.

We are the laughing stock of the world but you
and I have the opportunity to challenge that. I am 
not advocating Democrat or Republican. On the 
contrary, I am advocating for compromise to do 
whatisneededforallAmericans to have a chance at 
a good life, which means few of us will be sublimely
richandhappybut few of us will be poor, hungry and 
unhappy.Fixwhatneeds tobefixed by compromis-
ing fairly and all support it. Until that happens, I do 
not see us averting another Great Depression. Just 
check out the history of the Roman Empire and its 
fall. The similarities are scary.

If you remember, these words were placed 
on a plaque at the base of the Statue of Liberty in 
the early years of this country — “Give me your 
tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teem-
ing shore. Send these, the homeless, the tempest 
—tosstome,I liftmylamp beside the golden door!” 
How quickly we forgot that those promises were 
meant for all, now a select few. I hope we all wake
up and act as united Americans before it is too late. 
God save and bless America.

B. Medina
Park Pacifica

Garbage rate increase
Editor:
The Pacifica City Council took up the latest 

demand for another price increase in Pacifica’s 
sky-high garbage collection rates at a public meet-
ing Monday, Oct. 10. The current request for a 5 
percent increase in January 2012 follows an 8 per-
cent increase in rates in July 2011, and a 5 percent 
increase in August 2010. At the time that Recology 
was awarded the no-bid contract in February 2010, 
Pacificans were already paying the highest rates for 
garbage collection in San Mateo County.

Residents will be able to send in written protest 
letters if they wish, in accordance with the settle-
ment reached in Emde vs. City of Pacifica. The 
letters will be counted and tabulated as part of the 
public hearing on Nov.  28, 2011 at Pacifica City 
Council chambers on Beach Blvd.

Recology also services Montara, Moss Beach, 
and El Granada. Those communities pay half as 
muchforgarbagecollection as Pacifica. Those com-
munities are served by the same company running 
the same trucks out of the same location as that 
which serves Pacifica. The question of why rates 
are so much lower there for similar service has 
never been answered.

Lionel Emde
Pacific Manor

Peace People thanks
Editor:
On behalf of the Pacifica Peace People, it is my 

pleasure to express our gratitude to all who signed, 

and/or donated money to help pay for our full page 
ad in the Sept. 21 issue of the Tribune. Our message 
asking that people contact their Congressional rep-
resentatives and insist that they use our nation’s
resources to build healthy, sustainable, peaceful
communities instead of funding wars was timed
to coincide with International Peace Day. We were 
moved by the generous response of nearly 250 Pa-
cifica individuals and businesses.

Our thanks to all.
Mary Margaret Kaden
Pacifica

Highway widening
Editor:
IwouldliketothanktheCitycouncil for their re-

cent vote to request that the SMCTA and Caltrans
extend the public comment period 15 more days 
regarding the Highway 1/Calera Parkway widening 
project. This will allow the public to become more 
aware of the project and submit comments. The 
new deadline to submit comments is now Oct. 22.

This is a very rare opportunity, and I hope all 
Pacificans will use this extra time wisely and be-
come informed and involved. While the planning
process of this project has been inching along slowly 
for more than 10 years, this is the last opportunity
the public will have a say about the proposed proj-
ect. Please take a moment to see how this project 
will forever change Pacifica.

Thanks to the Tribune for printing pictures of 
theproposed project last week. You can review view
theDraftEIR/EAinmoredetail at: http://www.dot.
ca.gov/dist4/documents/route 1_calera_parkway/
calera_pkwy_deir_ea110801combined.pdf

I’m for a solution. I’m for adding extra lanes for 
emergency vehicles.

However, I am against the two limited alterna-
tives we are being forced to accept. I believe there 
are other alternative solutions that should be con-
sidered. I have concerns about the project. Caltrans
has presented some great visuals of the project,
but they have not shown the visual impacts of the 
Sound Walls in front of the Shell Station and where 
the Indian Cafe is.

Will this community look different with extra 
pavement, Retaining Walls, and Sound Walls?

I have submitted to Caltrans an alternative so-
lution that eliminates the traffic signal at Vallemar. 
The concept changes Reina Del Mar by running
the road under Highway 1. It would greatly im-
prove traffic flow, and it would make it easier for 
pedestrians, strollers, and bikes to get to the other 
side of Highway 1 safely. This would also reduce 
the air pollution from vehicles idling at this inter-
section. Please see the attached illustration (red 
dots are stop signs). The concept can be viewed in
more detail on Riptide: http://www.pacificariptide.
com/pacifica_riptide/2011/09/over-under-solving-h
ighway-1-widening-woes.html Despite which side
people are on with this project, I think it is very im-
portant for all to see what is about to happen. This 
will be one of the biggest projects to affect the City 
in it’s long history.

Mitch Reid
Pacifica

Rt. 1 traffic mess
Editor:
If you want the 20 year old traffic jam between 

Rockaway and Vallemar fixed, you better pay at-
tention and write one email--right now!

Caltrans needs your input on a widening solu-
tion that will smooth out the bottleneck. We all 
know the frustration at being caught at these two 
lights, in traffic stacking up along Fassler, on Rt. 1 
down to Linda Mar beach and beyond.

Write a simple, brief letter to Caltrans at this 
address: thomas_rosevear@dot.ca.gov . The email
doesn’t have to be in great detail--just tell CalTrans 
to move the planning forward. Describe some of 
your delays, missed appointments and frustration.

Your email and opinion counts. About 25 people 
in town have claimed a) there’s no traffic problem 
b) live with the delay c) make everyone take the bus 

d) car pool.
These widening opponents are perfectly happy 

to keep the traffic jam in place to force you to take 
a bus!

Without this traffic solution, backups will reach
3 miles in a couple of short years.

Make your support for a traffic solution known 
today by emailing  thomas_rosevear@dot.ca.gov

Without this widening, this bottleneck will 
NEVER go away.

Dave Ahlquist
Park Pacifica

Pacifica Land Trust
Editor:
Kayla Figard’s Special to the Tribune article did 

afinejob highlighting the volunteer stewardship ac-
tivities that are focused on Pedro Point Headland. 
We hope her article stimulated interest in this Pa-
cifica open space jewel. The Pedro Point Headland 
stewardship project was organized by the Pacifica 
Land Trust and is funded by a grant from the Cali-
fornia Coastal Conservancy. The amazing Lynn 
Adams coordinates the stewardship project under
the guidance of Pacifica Land Trust board mem-
bers.You can find out much more about the project 
as well as Pedro Point Headland wildlife, ecology, 
plants, and history at http://www.pedropointhead-
lands.org/, thanks in large measure to volunteer 
Paul Donahue. The Pedro Point Headlands were 
acquired by the Pacifica Land Trust for open space
preservation and public use almost 20 years ago. 
Since then, other large grants and contract activi-
ties have been focused on trying to prevent erosion,
control invasive species, and improve public access.

We are excited about this latest effort to im-
prove the headlands which partners with the Pedro 
Point Community Association and builds commu-
nity support for this effort. Like other places in Pa-
cifica, such as Milagra Ridge and Mori Point, we’ve 
seen how successful these community-based stew-
ardship efforts can be.  Progress has been made on 
plans to put a bike trail through Pedro Point Head-
land that will connect up with the old Highway One 
alignment over Devil’s Slide once the tunnel is com-
pleted. Soon, Pedro Point Headlands will be a major
recreation attraction and we anticipate that it will 
become part of the GGNRA. The Pacifica Land 
Trust is one of the best kept secrets in Pacifica.  We 
are an all volunteer, non-profit organization which 
is also non-political so that we can negotiate effec-
tively with all parties (for example, land owners and 
public agencies) to help acquire prime open space
areas for protection and public use. If you like what 
we do, we need your support! You can mail us a 
donation at P.O. Box 988, Pacifica, CA 94044 and 
find out more information about us at http://www.
artistsforchange.com/plt/. Also, stay tuned for Paci-
ficaLandTrust fund raising events, such as dinners
that we host at local restaurants, and our upcoming 
newsletter which will feature a report on our recent 
20th anniversary founder’s dinner.

Michael Vasey
Pacifica Land Trust

Support ‘Books for Asia’
and Florey’s

Editor:
OnSaturday. October 15th, members of our com-

munity can share in a wonderful program put forth 
byourlocal freelance writer, Jean Bartlett, who has 
supported many of us in her articles in “The Pacifica 
Tribune.”  Jean’s children’s book,”IndiAsia and the 
Dragon,” well be available at Florey’s Books from 2 
to 5 P.M. on this date and all books purchased will 
be directly donated to “Books for Asia,” a 501 (c)(3) 
organization that donates books to children in need 
in over 18 countries.  Books purchased can qualify 
for a tax write-off.

Come to Florey’s on on Oct. 15 and buy Jean’s 
Barnett’s book (or several); help a child and support
our local bookstore.

Arnold D. Gardner 
Pacifica

PROHIBITION
As a kid I watched the TV show

“The Untouchables” and got a big 
charge out of super-serious Robert
Stack as “untouchable” G-Man El-
iot Ness taking down beer barons,
rumrunners, and other bad guys 
in Chicago during Prohibition. But
now as I watch Ken Burns’ brilliant
new documentary “Prohibition” 
about the historical background of 
the federal government’s ill-fated 
attempt to legislate morality, a re-
cent parallel comes to mind: over-
zealous U.S. attorneys threatening
to prosecute legal cannabis dispen-
saries. Shame on President Obama 
for reneging on his campaign 
promise to support medical mari-
juana. Prohibition may have been
repealed 80 years ago, but the pu-
ritanical mind-set is still alive and
well in Washington.

IT CAN’T HAPPEN HERE
To celebrate the 75th anni-

versary of the Federal Theatre
Project’s production of the play “It
Can’t Happen Here” by Sinclair
Lewis and John C. Moffitt, join a 
nationwide event on October 24
by organizing a local reading or
performance of the play. In 1936,
the play opened in 22 theaters in
18 cities across the country. It ran
for 260 weeks and was seen by
more than 316,000 people. Direc-
tor Hallie Flanagan wrote: “We

want to do ‘It Can’t Happen Here’ 
because it is a play by one of our 
most distinguished American
writers. We want to do it because 
it is about American life today, 
based on a passionate belief in 
American democracy. The play
says that when dictatorship comes
to threaten such a democracy, it 
comes in an apparently harmless 
guise, with parades and promises; 
but that when such dictatorship
arrives, the promises are not kept 
and the parade grounds become
encampments. We want to do 
‘It Can’t Happen Here’ because,
like Doremus Jessup [the novel’s
newspaperman and hero] and his 
creator, Sinclair Lewis, we, as 
American citizens and as work-
ers in a theatre sponsored by the 
government of the United States,
should like to do what we can to 
keep alive the ‘free, inquiring, criti-
cal spirit’ which is the center and 
core of a democracy.” The Fed-
eral Theatre Project, part of the
WPA, employed theater workers,
circus performers, and cabaret 
and vaudeville acts. People who’ve 
seen Tim Robbins’ 1999 movie The 
Cradle Will Rock were introduced
to that incredible time, when 
Uncle Sam became the greatest 
producer of plays in the United 
States. Help call attention to this 
great piece of American history by 
reading or performing the play. It 

can be adapted easily to each com-
munity. The characters include 
a small-town newspaper editor, 
townsfolk, local politicians, and the 
sinister “Corpos.” To do a reading
or performance of the play, email 
Darryl Henriques (pointoforder@
juno.com) about obtaining scripts 
or joining with committed theater 
groups like the San Francisco
Mime Troupe and Dell’Arte Inter-
national in sponsoring this event. 

BAY AREA FOODSCAPE
The San Francisco Bay Area 

is well known for its dramatic 
natural landscapes as well as its 
diverse and metropolitan culture. 
But what very few people realize 
is that alongside these dynamic 
urban areas, extensive beaches,
and parklands lie nearly 2 million 
acres of working farms, ranches, 
and vineyards, constituting more 
than 40 percent of the land of the 
nine-county Bay Area. These food
landscapes are the focus of the Oc-
tober–December 2011 issue of Bay 
Nature magazine. Urban Farms 
to Open Range: Putting Bay Area 
Food Landscapes on the Map is a 
special eight-page section bound 
into the issue that features a three-
page foldout map highlighting the 
various food-producing regions in 
and around the Bay Area, as well as 
the large variety of food products
produced here. Thanks to funding 
from the California Coastal Con-
servancy, Greenbelt Alliance, and 
Union Bank, an additional 15,000 
copies of “Urban Farms to Open 

Range” are being distributed free 
of charge through farmers mar-
kets and food and open-space non-
profits around the region. Bay Na-
ture also is sponsoring a forum at 
the David Brower Center in down-
town Berkeley on the evening of 
November 16. “From Urban Gar-
dens to Open Range: The Present 
and Future of Food Landscapes” 
features four local food produc-
ers who will discuss the challenges 
they face in creating a sustainable 
food system in the Bay Area. For 
more information about the map 
or the event, contact Beth Slatkin, 
Marketing Director (beth@bayna-
ture.org; 510-528-8550 x 207). 

NASTY LITTLE SECRET
“Solar panels do not work that 

well. Often far below expectations. 
And few know it. Not the owners who 
depend on power. Not the bankers 
who finance it. Not the brokers who 
insure it. And not the government
agencies who subsidize it. There I said 
it: The nasty little secret of the solar 
business. And I said it right at a time
when we who believe in solar are un-
der public scrutiny like never before. 
But if we who love solar and alterna-
tive energy do not put our house in 
order, those who believe solar is some 
kind of government-funded shell-
game will do it for us. This would be 
a disaster for our country.” (Ray Bur-
gess, energy.aol.com, October 7)

WAVELENGTH
This month on Wavelength,

PCT’s award-winning TV show, 

host Ian Butler interviews 
“Farmer” John Muller, Half Moon 
Bay city councilman; and Mike 
Lause, a local medical cannabis 
activist. You can watch those 
shows and many others anytime at 
vimeo.com/channels/wavelength.
Or watch them on cable channel 
26 in Pacifi ca and cable 27 in Half 
Moon Bay, Mondays at 6:30 p.m.

EXTREME DUI
Now there is scientifi c evidence 

(2011 Ig Nobel Prize winner) that
driving with a full bladder is as 
dangerous as other forms of im-
pairment, including most kinds of 
driving while stupid.

PALINDROME PIT
Following the police probe of 

the brutal pit bull mauling, other 
Pacifica pit bulls now plead their 
case for survival, as in this palin-
drome: “No evil! Won’t I, Pacifica
‘pit’, now live on?” (Alan Wald)

SWAMI SEZ
“I just cut in front of a guy 

wearing camoufl age while we
were waiting in line. When he said 
something about it, I told him I 
didn’t see him.” (Gary Indiana)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Wandering & Wondering:

PacificaTribune.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.

SierraClub.org
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blog: PacificaRiptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

A message from your publisher
Terra Nova High School’s cam-

pus and Tiger Football team is cele-
brating their 50th anniversary this
fall. The Pacifica Tribune is putting 
together a special section with the 
help of Sports Editor Horace Hin-

shaw later this month. If you would 
like to be a part of the celebration, 
please contact us.

And don’t forget, our popular 
2012 History Calendar with old 
photos of Pacifi ca will be published 
and distributed to home-delivery 
subscribers this December, just 

in time for Christmas and the new 
year. Space is limited, and now is 
the time to place a listing on a spe-
cific date for your event.

Speaking of the upcoming holi-
days, the Pacifi ca Tribune is offer-
ing special rates. Buy three ads and 
get the fourth week half off and the 

fifth week free.
And if you love your Tribune and 

its commitment to hometown news, 
share the wealth. Give the gift of lo-
cal news: now through December if 
you purchase a one-year subscrip-
tion you can give a gift subscription 
for free.

Elaine Larsen
Pacifica Tribune
Editor & Publisher
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