Pacifica Tribune, October 24, 2012 _ Page 7A

508

Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Guest Column
Dave Pine
San Mateo County Supervisor
San Mateo is the only county out of
58 in California that elects its board of
supervisors in countywide elections.
Every other county in the state elects
supervisors within individual districts.
County voters have an opportunity to
end countywide elections and replace
them with district elections by approving Measure B on the ballot this November.
District elections for county supervisors is the better choice as they promote more competition, accountability
and citizen involvement, and also lower
taxpayer costs.
Countywide elections heavily favor
politically connected and well-funded
candidates and incumbents. In San Mateo County, with over 330,000 voters,
a supervisor campaign is a particularly
time consuming and expensive undertaking, as it is similar in scope to running for Congress. Given the obstacles
to running, the vast majority of San Mateo County supervisor races are uncontested or uncompetitive.
With district elections, approximately 66,000 voters in each of the
county’s five supervisorial districts
would choose their own representative.
This would attract more candidates to
run as they could reach voters through
grassroots campaigning without having to raise hundreds of thousands of
dollars. District elections would also increase the likelihood that the diversity

of the county will be better reflected
among the candidates and on the board
of supervisors.
District elections allow voters to hold
incumbents accountable. With countywide elections that is all but impossible.
In fact, over the last 30 years no incumbent supervisor has ever lost when
standing for re-election, and on only one
occasion has an incumbent even faced a
credible challenger.
District elections would bring government and democracy closer to home and
increase awareness of county issues. A
closer relationship between county government and voters is essential, as today
county government is largely invisible to
the public despite overseeing a $1.8 billion budget and having responsibility for
a multitude of critical services.
District elections would also yield
savings to taxpayers. When a special
election is held to fill a vacant seat — as
has occurred three times since 1993 —
with district elections many hundreds of
thousands of dollars will be saved.
The benefits of district elections
were recently supported by the San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury, which in
2009 issued a formal recommendation
to the board of supervisors requesting
the change now on the ballot.
Opponents of district elections claim
that such elections will result in parochialism and in-fighting among county
supervisors. But most issues addressed

MyBlanchard
Turn
John
Romney’s Oil & Gas Buffet
Don’t look now. Wait a couple
years and then look West to enjoy the scenic grandeur of California’s new offshore drilling
platforms.
If Mitt Romney is allowed to
lie and buy his way into the presidency, decades of environmental
study, clean energy innovation
and investment, and forward
thinking leadership will be just a
memory, as will our scenic coastal
views, my friend.
Now, in true disclosure, I do
not know specifically if there are
developable oil and gas fields
within sight of our shoreline,
and most of Northern California

coastal waters are protected as
marine sanctuaries. But what
good is that when the president is
an environamus? In 1990, George
H.W. Bush signed a moratorium
on new drilling in most U.S.
coastal waters through the year
2000. Bill Clinton extended the
moratorium to 2012. In 2008
George W. Bush, the lesser, rescinded his father’s executive
order. With a Republican-controlled congress Romney can do
whatever he wants no matter
how ignorant it is.
Equally frightening about
Romney’s energy plan is that he
would cede control of all federal
lands currently governed by the

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Light Show at the Beach
Ian Butler says, “Pacificans were astonished last week to
see the waves glowing at night. It was a type of so-called
red tide, which put on quite a blue-green light show after
the sun went down.”

New Highway 1 Blog
Hal Bohner has started a blog (hwy1pacifica.wordpress.
com) to analyze and report on Caltrans’ plan to widen
Highway 1. Hal says, “Caltrans is a big, statewide agency
that owns Highway 1 in Pacifica. It is aggressively pursuing a plan to widen the highway from four to six lanes,
beginning south of the Fassler intersection to north of
the Reina del Mar intersection. I think that is a bad idea,
and that many other alternatives would be much better
for Pacifica. Many in Pacifica agree with me; some do
not. I have been working to understand why Caltrans
would push its plan, which to me is clearly bad for Pacifica. This blog is about my investigation. Caltrans may
own the highway, but we live here!”

by supervisors do not pit areas of the
county against each other. For example,
providing access to health care and ensuring public safety — the primary efforts undertaken by county government
— are of countywide importance and
district elections would rarely lead to
differences of opinion among supervisors based solely on where they live.
Moreover, in the event of an occasional policy decision in which a supervisorial district might be affected disproportionately, it is absolutely appropriate
for a supervisor to advocate vigorously
on behalf of district residents. That is
the essence of representative democracy.
Opponents also claim that district
elections will increase the influence of
special interests, but the opposite is true.
District elections offer voters a greater
voice in electing their representatives
by allowing grassroots candidates the
opportunity to compete. Voters are not
a “special interest.” They are the only
interest that matters.
Finally, opponents argue that with
countywide elections every voter in the
county plays a role in electing every supervisor, thereby increasing accountability. But with so many uncompetitive
or simply uncontested supervisorial
elections, voters today have few chances
to determine who represents them.
It’s long past time for San Mateo
County to adopt district elections, as

Department of the Interior to
the states. How intelligently will
our natural resources be managed when they are controlled
by 50 different legislatures and
governors? Coastal areas, national parks, Indian reservations
— all served up to the oil lobbies
on a platter. Can anyone dare to
imagine what the state of Alaska
would look like now if Sarah Palin
had an unsupervised finger on
the drill button?
Romney’s simple premise of
‘energy independence by 2020
is also less than insightful. The
United States consumes 20 percent of the world’s oil. Yet we only
have 3 percent of known reserves.
Even with Canada and Mexico,
Romney is no more likely to meet
that goal than the half dozen or
so presidents that have promised
the same on the campaign trail

Library’s Free Boopsie Mobile App

San Mateo County Library (SMCL) has launched its
new free mobile app, powered by Boopsie, available for
smartphones and tablets. Download it at smcl.boopsie.
com or visit the app store for your particular device.
With the app, customers can perform many of the same
tasks they do online: search the catalog, place holds,
renew materials and see a display of new books, movYes on 34: Repeal The Death Penalty
Proposition 34 would repeal the death penalty and re- ies and music. They can follow SMCL blogs, check out
place it with life imprisonment without the possibility of events and programs, locate SMCL branches, and connect with library staff. The new app is also designed to
parole. Reasons to vote yes:
• More than 800 people have been condemned to death simplify access to the library’s collection of ebooks/ein the past 35 years in California; only 13 have been ex- audiobooks with easy download ability. Finally, the app
features BookLook, which can be used to scan a book’s
ecuted.
• Cost to house people on Death Row is far more expen- ISBN code to find out if the item is owned by SMCL.
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before him. And what’s to say that
Big Oil, who will certainly support
this, are going to accept a crash
in prices as massive new supplies
enter the market? It won’t. Saudi
Arabia could pump more oil but
it will have to keep production at
a pace where it makes the profit
it believes it can get. President
Obama correctly said we can’t
drill our way to lower gas prices.
Nor can we drill our way to energy independence.
Oil and gas production is up
in the United Sates since Obama
took office. This is due to new
drilling technologies known as
fracking, where oil and gas exploration and production companies
can extract their products from
subsurface porous rock and don’t
have to rely on pools of collected
oil. Obama has supported this
technology, even though there

sive than housing them in the general prison population.
• Inmates now on Death Row, when returned to the general prison population, would work and the money they
earn would go into restitution for crimes committed.
• Appeals are costly and time-consuming.
• Most Death Row inmates die in prison of sickness and
old age.
• California would save $130 million a year if the death
penalty were repealed. Over a three-year period, $100
million of the money saved would go to local law enforcement for use in solving the 46 percent of violent crimes
that are never solved. The rest of the savings would be
put back into the general fund to be used for education,
safety, and public services.
• There would never be another case of wrongful death
by execution of an innocent person.

Please

have all the other counties in California.
Empower voters. Vote yes on Measure B.
For more information please visit:
https://sitesgoogle.com/site/sanmateocountyfairelections/

are continuing environmental
reviews, because he understands
we have to exploit all of our abilities. Wind, solar, geothermal and
nuclear all can be part of a comprehensive energy policy. And
not only that, but increasing efficiency in fossil fuel burning automobiles and industrial equipment
that we are manufacturing with
new technologies and materials
are now, and must continue to be,
part of the package bringing us
into the future.
The current administration
has an intelligent, conceivable
plan to move forward and be a
world leader in energy efficiency
as well as environmental stewardship. Romney’s plan is thoughtless, environmentally careless
and backward. This guy does not
deserve the keys to the car. He
does not know how to drive.

Warning on Fake Airbags
U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has issued a
consumer safety advisory warning vehicle owners and
auto body shops about the dangers of counterfeit airbags.
“Anytime equipment that is critical to protecting drivers
and passengers fails to operate properly, it is a serious
safety concern,” says Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. “We want consumers to be immediately aware of
this problem and to review our safety information to see
if their vehicle could be in need of inspection.” A study
by NHTSA showed that the most common reason for a
malfunction was a missing airbag or one never replaced
after a previous crash. A report by National Public Radio (NPR) showed some dealers and repair shops stuffed
airbag compartments with aluminum cans, shoe leather,
packaging materials and even paper.

Block That Cliche
“Raining cats and dogs.” Apparently, folks in the Dark
Ages thought cats and dogs caused rain and wind storms.
Go figure. (Gregg Levoy)

Swami Sez
“What we have in this country is socialism for the rich
and free enterprise for the poor.” (Gore Vidal)
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