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Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding
these limits will not run. People may edit down
and resubmit if they wish.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libelous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctuation, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live
will appear in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59
Bill Drake Way, Pacifica, Calif. 94044, fax 3593821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Editor:
(Originally sent to the city of Pacifica
Fire Department).
I live on Manor Drive and my house,
along with several homes of my neighbors,
were at high risk from the fire on Saturday,
October 20th.
Words can not convey our gratitude to
responders!
Wondering if the City and Fire Department have plans now to build/add fire
breaks including cutting out too-close-forcomfort risky vegetation (bushes, trees,
etc...) that is not part of our private property.
Please detail any plans that are being
discussed. Thank you,
Amy Caplan
Pacific Manor

No on V
Editor:
When is this going to stop? California
has raised its gasoline tax. This has made
California the state with the highest gasoline tax in the nation. Our federal income
tax went up this year. Our state sales tax
went up this year. Our local sewer rates
went up this year. Our garbage rates went
up this year. Our gas and electric rates
went up this year. Our parcel tax went up
this year. The city council passed the cost
of grocery bags onto the customers and

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson
instituted paid parking at the beach. Now,
the city council wants to raise the Utility
Users Tax this November and deposit the
proceeds in to the general fund? Vote NO
on V !!
Eric Frederiksen
Park Pacifica

Chamber PAC gets it
Editor:
I’m glad to see that the Chamber PAC
(political action committee), who advocate
for both local business and community,
realize the harm Measure V will bring to
small struggling businesses and those financially struggling. $1,000 invested by a
community organization, for the good of
the community is how a PAC should spend
their money. I’m happy to see the Chamber
PAC supporting the opposition to this regressive tax.
On the other hand, it seems the other
side advocating for this terribly written tax
has no problem accepting out of town special interest PAC dollars. If anyone had any
questions of where this tax money would
really go, just read the list of PAC unions
writing big checks: $3,000 from DRIVE
(Democrat, Republican, Independent Voter
Education), which is the national PAC for
the Teamsters Union. Why? $2,500 from
EMS Management. They are the parent
company of the ambulance service that is
contracted to supply ambulance service
to the city. Pretty clear that they want to
remain the ambulance provider. I count
$16,250 in over-the-hill donations so far, to
pass a local tax that hurts the people of this
city.What could they possibly be getting in
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John Maybury
DO YOU BELIEVE IN MAGIC?
According to a 2012 study of adults done by the University of
Texas at Austin (cited in AARP Magazine, November 2013):
•Only 14 percent of those over 50 believe in aliens, but 27
percent of those aged 18 to 34 do.
•Only 18 percent of those over 50 believe in ghosts, but a third
of those aged 18 to 34 do.
•Only 12 percent of those over 65 believe in Bigfoot
(Sasquatch), but 22 percent of those aged 18 to 29 do.
•Only 10 percent of those over 50 believe in astrology, but 19
percent of those aged 18 to 34 do.
•But here’s a surprise: Some 57 percent of those over 50
believe in angels, but only 46 percent of those aged 35 to 49 do.
And 68 percent of those over 50 believe in heaven, but only 56
percent of those aged 35 to 49 do. AARP says the study shows
that as we age and have to deal with more life-and-death matters, we tend to become more religious and less skeptical.
ALANDROME
As Pacificans await news of their first poet laureate, Pacifica
palindrome lovers offer this poetic reminder: “Emanate, O
Pacifica poet; a name!” (Alan Wald)
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EL TORO LOCO: FARMWORKER BENEFIT
Carolyn Jaramillo writes: “I invite my friends to remember
and thank farmworkers across the country by making a
donation to the National Farm Worker Ministry (NFWM).
The more than 2 million immigrant and migrant farmworkers in this country work long hours under difficult conditions
for an average annual income of about $10,000. Each day we
enjoy the fruits and vegetables they plant, harvest, and pack;
yet farmworkers are often unable to adequately feed their
own families. Please attend the El Toro Loco (Francisco and
Paloma) fundraising event on Thursday, November 7.
Si, se puede!”
SWAMI SEZ
•“Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.” (Will Rogers)
•“Horse sense is the thing a horse has which keeps it from
betting on people.” (W.C. Fields)
ANSWERS: QUIZ FOR SMART PEOPLE
1. Sport where neither spectators nor participants know the
score or the leader until the contest ends: boxing.
2. North American landmark constantly moving backward:
Niagara Falls’ rim is worn down about two and a half feet each

return?!
Why on earth with a surplus of $1.8 million would anyone vote yes on Measure V?
Why on earth are these funds coming from
over the hill? I ask you.
Sharon Vella
Linda Mar

Vote By Mail
Editor:
In the September 25 issue of the Pacifica Tribune, the California Legislature
approved and sent to the Govenor Bill 589
thanks to a recipient of Senator Jerry Hill’s
“There Outta Be A Law” contest. This bill
stems from Vote By Mail fraud whereas
69,000 votes were never counted.
I became interested in VBM while I was
on the Grand Jury. I happened to research
information and I found out that San Mateo
County saved over one million dollars on a
Special Election regarding the Redwood
City School District. So, I thought how
much could we save by having all elections
by VBM. After all my research implied that
Monterey and the State of Washington
were successful.
But then I was alerted by someone who
wrote me regarding the fraud that took
place in our county and was fired for being
a whistle-blower. I also recalled when I was
a poll worker that we had cardboard boxes
with a government seal. When we ran out
of boxes we were told to use any cardboard
boxes. This concerned me so the next day
I called Warren Slocum, County Assessor
and now County Supervisor and I asked if

See LETTERS, Page 7

year because of millions of gallons of water that rush over it
every minute.
3. Only two vegetables live to produce on their own for several
growing seasons: asparagus and rhubarb.
4. Fruit with seeds on the outside: strawberry.
5. How does the pear get inside the brandy bottle? It grew
inside the bottle. The bottles are placed over pear buds when
they are small, and are wired in place on the tree. The bottle
is left in place for the entire growing season. When the pears
ripen, they are snipped off at the stems.
6. Three English words begin with dw: dwarf, dwell, dwindle.
(Pierre Messerli got all three, plus extra credit for “dweeb.”)
7. English grammar punctuation marks: period, comma,
colon, semicolon, dash, hyphen, apostrophe, question mark,
exclamation point, quotation mark, bracket, parenthesis,
ellipses.
8. Only vegetable or fruit never sold frozen, canned,
processed, cooked, or in any other form but fresh: lettuce.
9. Things you wear on your feet beginning with “s”: shoes,
socks, sandals, sneakers, slippers, skis, skates, snowshoes,
stockings, stilts.
HORSE SENSE
“Horse sense” is a robust form of common sense believed
to be found in poorly educated but shrewd people. Horses
wouldn’t seem to be the obvious choice of animal to act as a
yardstick for mental discernment. Owls, foxes, or dolphins
maybe, but not horses. Indeed, the person who coined the
term “horsefeathers” (meaning nonsense, stupidity) went
the more conventional route in associating horses with a
certain lack of refined intellect. Given the animal’s important place in the lives of the people of medieval England,
where present-day English was largely formed, it’s not
surprising that we now have numerous expressions that
refer to horses. These usually allude to the hefty, coarse,
or even vulgar nature of the working hacks of the Middle
Ages. This perceived lack of sophistication is apparent in the
way that rural language was formed. Any plant that resembled another but was large and coarse would be known
as horse[plant name of choice]. Example: horseradish.
(phrases.org.uk)
SITESEER
•Math humor (no, that is not an oxymoron): xkcd.com
•Zoom everything: htwins.net/scale2
•First-person accounts: eyewitnesstohistory.com
•Dollarocracy (John Nichols’ book will make your blood boil)
•American history in color: Google “Colorized History” and
“Photo Chopshop”
•Climate change equals extinction: lasthours.org
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