
Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and 

guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of 
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share re-
sponsibility with us by following these rules:

•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750 
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count 
words, but submissions clearly exceeding 
these limits will not run. People may edit down 
and resubmit if they wish.

•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling, 
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. 
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libel-
ous or inflammatory material. We reserve the 
right to decline a letter.

•Be clear and concise. Check your gram-
mar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough 
drafts — final version only. We reserve the 
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctua-
tion, and fact, but if your submission requires 
major editing, we will return it to you to fi x and
resubmit if you wish.

•The deadline for all submissions is Friday 
noon of the week preceding publication.

•We will apply these rules fairly and con-
sistently to all our valued contributors: no ex-
ceptions, no special favors.

•Please provide your full name, address, 
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live 
will appear in print.

• Send your submission by email to elar-
sen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59 
Bill Drake Way, Pacifi ca, Calif. 94044, fax 359-
3821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (for-
merly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double 
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted 
may be published at our discretion in the Pa-
cifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any 
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not 
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Lens on
Pacifica

Send your high-resolution 
jpegs of Pacifica scenes for con-
sideration for publication to 
the editor at elarsen@bayare-
anewsgroup.com. We will also 
be running a few more holiday
themed cartoons from Mr. Tom 
Jackson before the end of the 
year and are open to the possi-
bility of voluntary cartoon sub-
missions. All entries published
or declined at the discretion of 
the Pacifica Tribune editor and 
are subject for reprint in any 
BANG publication.  No pay 
involved, artist or photo credit 
only.
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Letters
to the editor

LAST HOURS
•”Ninety-seven percent of climate scientists say that climate change 
is happening and that humans have made it so, but only four in 10 
Americans realize it’s true. According to a new study in the journal
Public Understanding of Science, the more that people listen to 
conservative media like Fox News and Rush Limbaugh, the less 
sure they are that global warming is real. And even worse, the less 
they trust science.” (from “The Lies That Will Kill America” by Bill 
Moyers and Michael Winship)
•”Carbon pollution from burning fossil fuels is changing our climate
and transforming our world. From more destructive and more
frequent climate-related extreme weather events and rising sea 
levels, to climate refugees, crop failure and water scarcity, the con-
sequences are profound. ‘Last Hours’ expertly explains how we got
here, and what will happen if we don’t work together to stop it. It 
is a needed and urgent call to action.” (Al Gore, Chairman, Climate 
Reality Project)
•”We’ve been talking about rising sea levels and extreme weather
events. Now we need to talk about extinctions.” (from “The Last
Hours of Humanity” by Thom Hartmann)
•Filmmaker Leila Conners and producers George DiCaprio, Earl
Katz, and Mathew Schmid have joined with Hartmann and writer/
researcher Sam Sacks to produce “Last Hours” (lasthours.org or on
YouTube), a short film about the most extreme possible outcome of
global warming.
•Our planet has nearly died before. Five times in the deep geologic
history of planet Earth, massive quantities of greenhouse gases
have been released through the Earth’s crust. One was provoked
by a meteorite strike, others by tectonic and volcanic activity. In 
each case, these massive releases of greenhouse gases warmed the
planet enough to cause global mass extinctions – the death of more
than half of all life.
•”Last Hours” explores the possibility that we could be close—cen-
turies or perhaps just decades—to tipping points that could lead to

a sixth mass extinction, and relies on input from some of the world’s 
leading scientists.
•While climate scientists rarely study mass extinctions, geologists 
are quite familiar with them. And increasingly they are speaking
out about how our extraction of carbon fuels from beneath the earth 
and burning them into the atmosphere is mimicking processes that,
in the deep geologic past, have caused mass extinctions.
•“Geology is a patient teacher and it repeats its lessons over and
over again,” says DiCaprio. “‘Last Hours’ explains that the same 
chemical circumstances will yield the same results... . There is no
reason to suppose otherwise. It’s time to tell everyone that global
warming may cause a calamity; we have no time to waste.”
•Katz says, “’Last Hours’ describes the methane Sword of Damo-
cles that we must avoid to prevent global environmental catastro-
phe. Watch ‘Last Hours’ because our last chance to save humanity 
is right now.”
 
BEYOND BULLYING BEHAVIORS
Peninsula Conflict Resolution Center (PCRC), a nonprofit organi-
zation serving San Mateo County for 27 years, offers the training
“Beyond Bullying Behaviors: Promoting Empathy and Respect 
Among Youth” on Tuesday, November 19 from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at
the San Mateo County Office of Education, 101 Twin Dolphin Drive, 
Redwood City. The workshop helps adults understand the full scope 
of bullying, offers skills for talking with youths, and identifies the
roles of families and schools in preventing this problem. The cost is 
$50. ”Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior that involves a real
or perceived power imbalance. It is the intimidation, manipulation,
and disempowerment of another person,” says John Yap, direc-
tor of Empowering Youth Initiative for PCRC. Bullying includes 
making threats, spreading rumors, attacking someone physically or 
verbally, and excluding someone from a group on purpose. Bullying
can result in physical injury, social and emotional distress, and even 
death. Victimized youth are at increased risk for depression, anxi-
ety, sleep difficulties, and poor school adjustment. Youths who bully
others are at increased risk for substance use, academic problems,
and violence later in adolescence and adulthood. (Visit pcrcweb.org
or call Sara Randazzo at 650-513-0330 extension 305.)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com
Blog: PacificaRiptide.com
Editor: Goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Mr. Alverson’s last 
at bat

Editor:
I almost never agree with Bill Alverson but 

I sure know a good letter when I’ve read one. 
I’ve said this before.  But Mr. A has written 
a soulful letter of retirement from the CF&O 
pages of the Pacifi ca Tribune and he deserves 
to be noted.

Anyone who opens most, if not all, of his 
letters with a nod to his ”lovely wife” can’t be
all that bad. Not only is Bill a staunch conser-
vative but, apparently from his last letter, he’s 
not very tolerant of equivocation from that 
position. He bemoans the recent disarray and 
– I’ll offer this – lack of spine in the constitu-
ent Republicans that are struggling with the 
onset of the laser focus of Tea Party propo-
nents on fiscal austerity and responsibility.

But the Republican Party, being a cross 
section of a wide and diverse country, is not a 
homogeneous group.  Republicans and Dem-
ocrats alike probably fear the encroachment
of a third party as does Mr. A., as refl ected
in his words. But I submit the third party has 
always been here, must always be here, and 
its name is reconciliation.

Our political system is not based on and 
strengthened by those sticking to their guns 
and unwilling to compromise but by those 
bravely presenting and supporting their 
ideas in the hope – let’s say determination 
– that they come upon a mutual agreement 
that serves the best of both.  It has to be pos-
sible.

Regardless of our central beliefs, it’s hon-
esty that carries the day. Mr. A. doesn’t taint 
his letters with inappropriate, hurtful derision 
but rather with heart felt pride and conviction 
- and perhaps a little harmless sarcasm.

I will miss Mr. Bill’s contributions to the 
Pacifica Tribune’s Community Forum and 
Opinion pages.  His arguments are coherent. 
His writing style is engaging. Tea ‘n’ cookies 
in the morning sun. When it comes down to it 
we’re not all that different.

Mr. Alverson, in my mind, has made a 
difference. He swings, he hits, he rounds the 
bases. Sometimes I can throw him out. Some-
times it’s just better to watch him run.  Best
wishes to Bill and his lovely wife.  He’ll be 
missed.

John Blanchard
Linda Mar

Another Highway 1
delay tossed

Editor:
Good news! A San Mateo County judge 

on last Thursday, Oct. 31 dismissed the Pe-
ter Loeb lawsuit seeking to further delay the 
Highway 1 safety widening. The judge found 
the lawsuit was premature because the City 
had not done anything to approve the fi nal 
project details.

While Loeb may have jumped the gun in 
his rush to delay the project, another lawsuit 
against Caltrans and the environment report 
(EIR) continues.

As chair of the Chamber’s Government
Affairs Committee, I want to reassure the 
18,000 Pacifi cans who are caught in this grid-
lock situation that we will continue to fi ght
to improve this stretch of road. For 25 years,
this segment has caused local residents to be 
late for work; students late for school; and 

delayed emergency vehicle responses.  Once
these unnecessary legal roadblocks are de-
feated, we can fi nally proceed with a safety
widening our entire community can benefi t
from.

Jim Wagner, Pacifi ca Chamber of 
Commerce Chair, Government Affairs 
Committee

Giving thanks
Editor:
On one of my trips to Mexico, I met a sales-

woman at the Hotel Reforma and along with 
my purchase she gave me a copy of her poem, 
which I thought was appropriate to share
with all that have lost a loved one this year. It 
goes like this;

TEARS OF SADNESS
TEARS OF JOY
TEARS OF LITTLE GIRLS AND BOYS
WITH TEENAGE LOVE, COMES 

TEARS AGAIN
THEIR ARE EVEN TEARS OF GROWN 

MEN
BUT OH ! THE SADDEST TEARS OF 

ALL ARE
UNSHED AND BURIED DEEP, ARE 

HIDDEN
FROM ALL OTHER EYES, UNTIL 

ETERNAL SLEEP
Today we live in a violent world so per-

haps we should all start a Gratitude Jour-
nal and give thanks for the brave men and 
women that have given it all so we may live in 
a some what peaceful world and remember 
in some small way to help the less fortunate 
in any way we can even if all you have to give 
is your smile.

Therese M. Dyer
Linda Mar

BY EMMETT D. CARSON, PH.D.
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

In stark contrast to the country’s tepid 
recovery from the Great Recession, the 
Bay Area is enjoying remarkable economic 
growth in 2013. Home prices have risen 
sharply in many neighborhoods, many tech-
nology stocks are at all time highs, new con-
struction projects are under way and the 
region’s unemployment rate has dropped for 
most of this year.

In spite of this good news, there is wide-
spread evidence of a severe prosperity gap 
in the Bay Area. We know there are people 
in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties who 
want to work but cannot fi nd jobs, and oth-
ers with low-paying jobs who struggle to 
meet everyday expenses like food, trans-
portation and rent. The average apartment 

rent in San Jose climbed to just over $2,000 
in the third quarter of this year, making af-
fordable housing extremely tough to fi nd for 
low- and moderate-income people. To make 
ends meet, some families choose to share 
an apartment with another family to reduce 
expenses, while others have no option but to 
sleep in their cars.

We also know that some of our local
schools are under-funded and lacking the 
tools to help their students achieve success 
in today’s globally connected world. 

And in a region that engenders so much 
cutting edge technology – from mobile apps 
to sleek electric vehicles – it is a travesty that 
all our children do not have access to the
technology that could help them achieve a 
better future.

We have the opportunity to make a differ-
ence in helping ensure that the prosperity of

our region provides chances for everyone to 
succeed. This is why Silicon Valley Commu-
nity Foundation is proud of our partnership 
with the Pacifi ca Tribune’s Holiday Fund. 
Through the fund, we have the opportunity
to come together as a community to support 
the health and stability of our community.

Your gift will give hope to a struggling 
parent, inspiration to a teenaged student or 
a sense of stability and comfort to a senior
citizen. Together, we can make a positive dif-
ference. I hope you’ll reach out this year to 
make a contribution to the fund – in doing so 
you will help make life a little bit better for 
our neighbors in need. To learn more about 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation, visit 
www.siliconvalleycf.org. 

Emmett D. Carson, Ph.D., is chief executive 
officer of the Silicon Valley Community Foun-
dation.

Working to bridge the prosperity gap


