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session in Econ 101 anywhere but Berkeley. 
It is likely eligible for a Hugo award, given 
every year for new works of fantasy.

He blames Reagan tax cuts for the 1980s 
cocaine epidemic in America, rather than
yuppies who were recreational pot smok-

ers and then graduated to a new drug of 
choice. He blames the 1970s energy crisis 
on trouble in the Middle East rather than 
on Nixon/Carter programs that all but 
halted domestic energy production and 
made America dependant on imported oil. 
He blames the dot.com bubble on the Tax-
payer Relief Act of 1997, which only lowered
taxes on capital gains and not on dividends,
thus pushing investors into dot.com stocks 
which were not paying dividends but were 
gaining in value due to the exuberance of 

the American public. He blames George 
W. Bush for the subprime mortgage cri-
sis rather than Senator Christopher Dodd 
and Congressman Barney Frank, whose 
bill punished banks if they didn’t lend to 
people who were poor credit risks, encour-
aged Fannie and Freddie to package these 
mortgage-backed securities and encour-
aged the large too-big-to-fail institutions to 
make markets for these assets.

Taxes are supposed to fund government
projects that individuals cannot accom-

plish by themselves — building infrastruc-
ture, national defense, fi re protection. It
may even provide a safety net for those in 
need, but not a lifestyle for those who won’t
contribute.

Keynesian economics has been around 
for 80 years. Its foundation is a philosophy 
of the redistribution of wealth. Any adult 
need spend only a few minutes to ferret out
the silliness of that idea.

Denny Delk
Pedro Point

Blue state of mind
After the smoke cleared and the mirrors were put 

away from last week’s elections, we were left with a 
U.S. map clearly fractured along party lines. The two 
coasts and the Great Lakes were solid blue (plus good
old New Mexico and Colorado, with their chili peppers 
and pot plants), while most of the heart of the country 
bled red. Makes me glad to live here in a blue state, in 
my blue state of mind. But now we have to get beyond 
the coloring book mind-set and get to work on solving 
mutual concerns about climate change, the fi scal crisis 
and gridlock in Washington.

Hey you, get off of my cloud
My old limo-driving partner Scott McKellar enjoys 

the natural peace and quiet around his Pacifi ca hillside
home, but lately he has been getting buzzed (and ticked 
off) by low flying planes out of SFO. So he was excited 
to see others complaining about this problem in recent 
letters to the editor of the Tribune. To thank the Tri-
bune, Scott called up and renewed his subscription for 
home delivery. (Warning: The following is a shameless 
self-promotion.) Scott also told the newspaper’s circu-
lation guy who took his order on the phone: “I can’t get 
enough of John Maybury.” Awww…

The Highwayman
Paul Slavin, who occasionally writes think pieces for 

this page, has been giving some thought to the highway
widening debate. He wonders why the city (particularly 
the police) could not assume responsibility for timing
the traffic lights between Fassler and Reina del Mar 
to alleviate the bottlenecks and congestion at both in-
tersections, and thus avoid the costly, time-consuming,
and disruptive Caltrans plan to widen Highway 1. The 
Highwayman concurs with Paul. See the light, baby!

Block that cliché
“Beat around the bush.” Easy peasy, says Gregg Le-

voy. This refers to the centuries-old practice of hunters 
hiring “beaters” to flush game birds out of the bushes.

Now that’s what I call globalization
I really enjoyed watching the PBS broadcast of the 

Americana Music Festival from Ryman Auditorium in 
Nashville. Bonnie Raitt was in fi ne form, along with a 
whole slew of guitar-pickin’ country musicians. And 
sponsoring the show was the Japanese car maker Nis-
san.

Holiday train returns to the Peninsula
Santa and his elves are coming Dec. 1 and 2 when the 

Caltrain Holiday Train returns to the Peninsula. The 
glittering show train is back after a two-year hiatus, 
thanks to the generous support of Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation. Glowing with more than 60,000 
lights and holiday decorations, the train, which begins 
at the San Francisco Caltrain station, will stop at eight 
train stations over the two nights, collecting toys for 
the area’s needy children. Free entertainment will be 

provided at each of the station stops prior to the train’s 
arrival. During each 20-minute stop, people can enjoy 
holiday music led by a traditional Salvation Army brass 
band and on-board carolers. Santa, Mrs. Claus, Frosty 
and the whole gang will get off the train to greet chil-
dren and pose for pictures. Members of the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserves and representatives from the Salvation 
Army will be on hand to collect donations of new, un-
wrapped toys for local children who might otherwise go 
without this holiday season. The train starts both days 
at the San Francisco Caltrain station with musical en-
tertainment at 4:30 p.m. and a chance to meet Santa be-
fore heading down the Peninsula. The same show will be
repeated at four station stops each day. Santa’s helpers 
can get into the holiday spirit by donating or becoming 
sponsors. Info: holiday-train.org
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Swami Sez
“A mine is a hole in the ground owned by a liar.”

(Mark Twain)
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Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

I wouldn’t call it a “mandate,” 
but Pacifica voters certainly ex-
pect the next City Council to do 
something about our perilous fi -
nancial position and long-term
structural problems. And that 
council will have, for the fi rst time 
in many years, a decisive major-
ity with an energetic, pragmatic 
outlook and a clearly expressed 
desire to tackle those problems. 
This will be a council majority that
truly understands and encourages 
sensible economic development. 
And, perhaps more importantly,
a majority unburdened with the 
ideological baggage of the past.

Newly-elected Council Member 
Karen Ervin is a veteran of the Fi-
nancing City Services Task Force 
(among many other civic respon-
sibilities) and is well acquainted 
with our fiscal predicament. This 
experience, on top of her other im-
pressive credentials, may account 

for her position as the election’s
leading vote-getter.

Mike O’Neill, the other first-
time council member, has worked
for years to help balance the books
and support the development of 
our public schools. He’s a dynamic,
hard-working, and creative prob-
lem-solver.

The new council members
share a firm commitment to the 
improvement of our community,
evidenced by years of civic in-
volvement. Both are ready, and de-
serving, to take a seat on the dais, 
and they bring with them a fresh
perspective, energy and expertise.
Pacifica has chosen wisely.

Mary Ann Nihart, who was
returned for another well-earned
four-year term, requires no in-
troduction to the readers of this 
paper. The almost intimidating
level of her intelligence is grace-
fully balanced by the depth of her 

understanding. Throw in the work 
ethic of a farm girl and you’ve got 
one of the fi nest and most effective 
local representatives I’ve ever en-
countered.

These three will join Len Stone, 
the upcoming mayor, and Sue Di-
gre, the longest-serving council 
member, when the new council is 
sworn-in at its fi rst meeting of the 
New Year.

Nihart and Ervin out-polled 
Sue Vellone for the two available 
full-term, four-year council seats.
O’Neill bested Vic Spano, Rich 
Campbell and quasi-candidate 
Gary Mondfrans for the single 
two-year seat. (I’ve been reliably
informed that, despite appear-
ances, council positions are not 
gender-specific; there are no des-
ignated “girls” seats and “boys” 
seats. It just happened to work out 
that way this time.)

Sue Vellone and Vic Spano, 
both worthy candidates, were 
also committed to a business-
friendly, developmental agenda, 
which seems to be the wave of the 
future around here, and both had 
respectable showings in the polls. 
Rich Campbell, an EPA attorney

presently serving on the Planning
Commission, came in third, be-
hind both O’Neill and Spano, in the 
race for the two-year seat. Camp-
bell had received the blessing of 
the Sierra Club, which would not 
seem to be as consequential as it 
has been in the past.

The new council will take of-
fice saddled with high expecta-
tions. It has serious, long-stand-
ing problems to deal with, and the 
solutions cannot infringe on those 
environmental qualities that have 
made Pacifi ca the unique coastal 
community it is today. A way must 
be found to pay for the breathtak-
ing beauty we enjoy every day, a 
workable, equable and sustainable 
balance between the economy and 
the environment. Given that pre-
requisite, all options should be on 
the table.

Whatever the new council
does, it must do it with more 
transparency than the former 
council. Closed-door discussions, 
while sometimes required by law, 
always promote suspicion and
distrust. I can understand the sen-
sitivity of, for instance, union ne-
gotiations, but council should also

understand the public’s vested, 
and intense, interest in these 
matters. We’re the ones who are 
eventually paying the bills. Keep
us informed. And there should be 
no more foolishness like “attor-
ney-client privilege” covering up a 
publicly funded report.

All of the candidates, successful 
or not, deserve our gratitude and 
respect for undertaking a long, 
grueling, disruptive and expensive 
ordeal. For those whose tallies fell 
a few votes short of the mark, take 
heart; we still need your civic con-
tributions, your energy and ideas
and experience. And the next elec-
tion is only two short years away.

Thanks are also due to Ginny 
Jaquith, who volunteered to serve
out a vacated seat, and did so in 
her eminently classy and compe-
tent fashion.

My heartiest congratulations to 
those candidates who won a seat on 
the council, and my commiseration
for the diffi culties you are sure to 
face. Remember, you have the sup-
port of a substantial portion of the 
community; we want you to suc-
ceed. Now it’s time to get to work. 
There’s a lot to be done.

Paul Slavin
Special to the Tribune

My turn
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Proposition 30 passed. The 
voters have spoken and we who
support California education can 
take a sigh of relief and extend
our thanks. Districts, including
Pacifica School District, will no 
longer need to implement the bud-
get triggered by the $441 per stu-
dent loss. Once Proposition 30 is
enacted we will be able to rescind 
the five furlough days and provide 
an updated 2012-13 school calen-
dar so our students will receive a 
full 180 days of instruction. Thank
you for endorsing education.

This election has also brought 
a change to our trustees. Con-
gratulations to Mike O’Neill, PSD
trustee for 12 years who will be
moving to the Pacifica City Coun-

cil. We will be reviewing the pro-
cess to fill the open seat by Mike’s 
election to the City Council. Ad-
ditionally, Cynthia Kaufman and 
Eileen Manning-Villar have ended 
their tenure as trustees, with An-
drea Gould and Matt Levie fi lling
the open seats. A very special
thank you to all of these very spe-
cial people. We are so apprecia-
tive of the leadership provided by 
Mike, Cynthia and Eileen and look
forward to working with our new 
members, Andrea and Matt. One 
major focus for the Dec. 5 board 
meeting will be to honor their
work.

Lastly, I would like to extend a 
special thank you to our students 
and families for helping us with

our attendance on Oct. 31. We be-
lieve there were approximately
150 absences, above the norm. 
This number is a big improve-
ment over our 400 absences in 
2010.  In terms of dollars, we had 
an approximate loss of $3,775 as 
opposed to the $11,515 loss of two 
years ago.

Kindergarten tours — Our
kindergarten tours are underway. 
Please make certain to inform in-
coming kindergarten families of 
the importance of the school tours. 
The tours provide a great way to 
get to know the school and guide 
school choice. Enrollment packets 
are distributed during the school 
tours and are also provided at the 
district offi ce. Enrollment cards 
are to be completed and turned 
into the district offi ce no later
than 4:30 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 24. 
Should anyone have questions, 
please contact the district offi ce, 

Beverly Duspiva (650-738-6606).
Sibling preference cards available 
through the schools. Sibling pref-
erence card completion are due by 
12 p.m., Friday, Jan. 18 and should 
be returned to the school.

Transitional kindergarten 
— Transitional kindergarten (TK) 
has a new eligibility date for next 
year. TK provides students turn-
ing five between the dates of Oct. 
2 and Dec. 2 an opportunity for 
a two-year kindergarten experi-
ence. The fi rst year being a devel-
opmental program and the sec-
ond year focused on kindergarten 
standards. Children who qualify 
for TK do not participate in the 
kindergarten enrollment and lot-
tery process. Families with TK eli-
gible students are to come to the 
district office to complete the en-
rollment forms. There will be two 
location options for TK next year 
— Sunset Ridge and Ortega. For 

more information, please go to the 
district website (www.pacifi casd.
org) or contact the district offi ce, 
Beverly Duspiva (650-738-6606).

Nov. 16, end of our fi rst trimes-
ter. It is hard to believe, but we are 
at the end of our fi rst trimester.
We continue refi ning balanced lit-
eracy as our approach to teaching 
reading and writing and aligning 
our teaching to the common core 
standards for both mathematics 
and English language arts. We are 
so fortunate to have such dedi-
cated teachers willing to develop 
their skills and knowledge to ben-
efit our students.

School Holidays — Thanks-
giving Break: Nov. 19-23

Winter Break:  Dec. 24-Jan. 4
During the winter break all 

schools and district offi ce will be 
closed.  Schools and district offi ce 
will reopen on Monday, Jan. 7.

Wendy Tukloff
Superintendent, Pacifica School District

Do you enjoy reading the Pacifica Tribune?

Please support the Tribune
by doing business with the

shops and services 
advertising with us!

And please tell them

“I saw your ad 
in the Tribune!” 


