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Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson

Devil’s Slide Coast 
Recreation Area

Editor:
Pacifica City Councilwoman Mary Ann

Nihart spoke very briefl y, at the end of the 
Pacifica-Daly City Democrat’s breakfast 
meeting yesterday, about a collaboration
between the U.S. National Park Service,
California State Parks Service, San Mateo
County Parks, The Coastal Conservancy,
Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy,
Midpeninsula Regional, Open Space Dis-
trict, and the Peninsula Open Space Trust. 
This collaboration is to be called the Devil’s 
Slide Coast and I believe, as all of these or-
ganizations obviously believe that this has 
all the makings of a very popular tourist 
destination.

There has been a great deal of talk over 
the years about bringing some kind of in-
dustry in to Pacifica. It has long been ob-
vious to me that tourism is our best bet. 
We live in a truly gorgeous place. It is of 
serious geological interest what with all the 
tectonic action that is visible on the surface 
from part of Highway One that will become 
a walking/biking path. We have many wild 
birds and animals that live here or pass 
through here on their migrations. We have
history, and clean air, and the very famous 
Pacific Ocean.

I want to encourage everyone to visit 
http://www.devilsslidecoast.org/ .

Council Woman Nihart also spoke of 
things the city of Pacifi ca is doing to make 
good use of the new Devil’s Slide Coast Rec-
reation Area. The one that stood out for me 
is the Devils Slide Ride- free weekend shut-
tle. It is already funded with grant moneys 
(If I had paid better attention I could say 
from whom) and is scheduled to start when 
the tunnels open. Seattle, Washington has 
enjoyed great success with their free bus 
service throughout downtown. It provided 
a real and lasting boost to their downtown 
economy.

For those who have expressed concerns
about Pacifica’s economic future I would
say that these are real hopeful signs and 
are in keeping with what our very unique
little venue has to offer. Thank you, Mary 
Ann.

Dan B. Underhill
Sharp Park

Keep our kids safe
Editor:
In response to the PSD “False Alarm”

article on Nov. 7, I would like to respectfully
tell my story. Two days before the school 
district letter came home in my 11 year 
olds backpack he told me that on his way 
to school that morning a man stopped and 
asked him if he wanted a ride. Is it coinci-
dental that his description of both the man 
and the truck fit the brief one offered by
the district letter? My neighbor works for a 
nearby district and received a similar letter  
from her principal. Is that coincidental?

The decision to enroll my son in the Paci-

fica district was based on many things, not 
least of which was feeling safe enough in our 
Manor district apartment to let him walk 
alone to school and enjoy the magical feeling 
of independence. As a parent, this decision 
was one of my stronger ones. We did as the 
letter requested and notifi ed the police. We 
had also visited  the Megan’s Law website 
where there was a man closely resembling 
the one who stopped my son. An offi cer vis-
ited with pictures, papers, and assurances. 
But none of the photos shown matched the 
one my son described. Why I wondered? I 
shared our story with the principal of his 
school. Is it coincidence that both the offi cer 
and the principal stated that Pacifi ca has the 
highest number of registered sex offenders 
in all of San Mateo County? I wonder what 
exactly is meant by a “false alarm” in this 
case? I was shaken by this event. And to 
think discussions about safety are fi ne. But 
especially in this case actions should speak 
louder that words. What would it be like if 
kids who wanted to walk or ride had a police 
supervised meeting spot each morning and  
evening where they could safely buddy up  
and walk or ride together? What would it be 
like if our schools took just as active an ap-
proach to assuring our self-propelled kids 
make it to school  whole and healthy as their 
counterparts who arrive by car or bus? All 
I’m saying is shouldn’t this “no crime com-
mitted” false alarm begin a bigger discus-
sion of how we can go about putting things 
in place to better safeguard our kids?

Gretchen Wengenroth
Pacific Manor
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Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury
HOLIDAY CENSUS
Biking around Linda Mar over Thanks-
giving holiday weekend, I smelled
roasting turkeys and baking pies, saw
“Teamsters for Obama” and “Carpenters
for Obama” bumper stickers, and heard 
people indoors yelling about football 
games. (Can anyone explain why 30
college football games are televised on
Saturdays, but during baseball season 
maybe only one college baseball game a 
week on TV?) Christmas trees and deco-
rations went up and survivors of Black
Friday rested for Cyber Monday. My 
Thanksgiving mantra: I am thankful the
Giants won the World Series (again) and
that I will never hear the words
“President Romney.”

DEVIL’S SLIDE MOVEMENTS
•The City of Pacifica and County of San 
Mateo start a free weekend shuttle 
December 1 between the two ends of 
town. Eventually, the shuttle will serve
the Devil’s Slide Tunnels turnaround so 
pedestrians and bicyclists can go enjoy 
the spectacular scenery from the soon-
to-be-closed oceanside roadway, where 
the rumble of traffic will give way to the
natural sounds of surf and seabirds. This
transformation is expected to begin as
soon as the tunnels open, which in cur-
rent Caltrans time is said to be sometime 
next spring. Tick tock, tick tock, time is
money, and we stare at a bill of nearly
half a billion dollars. Nice work if you
can get it. The free shuttle runs week-
ends between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., with
eight departures in each direction, from
Linda Mar Park & Ride in the south, and
Oceana Terrace Senior Housing in the
north. Major stops along the way include 
the Community Center, Mori Point, 
Sharp Park Golf Course, Beach Boule-
vard, The Pier, City Hall, and Oceana
High School/Brink Pool. Once the Devil’s

Slide Tunnels open, the shuttle will go 
up the hill to the bridge turnaround. For
details, call city engineer Dave Rogers at
650-738-3767.
•Kudos to my colleague Jane Northrop
for her article in last week’s Tribune 
about environmental pioneers Lennie 
Roberts, Olive “Ollie” Mayer, and Zoe
Kersteen-Tucker championing the cause 
of the tunnel over the Big Bad Bypass. 
These three women’s efforts certainly
deserve full honors, but the story is not 
complete without credit to our hometown
tunnel activist Mitch Reid. As Mitch 
humbly says, the project should be called 
“The People’s Tunnels.”
•The San Mateo County History Museum 
in downtown Redwood City between
now and May 12 features a photography 
exhibit about Devil’s Slide and how the 
tunnels came about.

OK LIQUOR STORE 
Jim Wagner reports the sad news that
the gentleman known to us only as Steve,
the owner of OK Liquors in Park Mall,
died of a heart attack on November 18.
When Steve was stricken at his store, 
paramedics came and rushed him to the 
hospital, but it was too late. He was gone. 
I had bought lottery tickets from Steve 
over the years and always had pleas-
ant conversations with him. We usually
talked about things at Park Mall, particu-
larly the bad actors who vandalized and 
shoplifted from his store. I mentioned
these incidents here in my column, and 
Steve always thanked me for trying to 
help him. He always mentioned my col-
umn whenever I saw him. I have no fur-
ther information about Steve’s wife, who 
often worked at the store, and no news
about the future of OK Liquors. Farewell,
Steve, rest in peace. Your customers and
friends miss you.

CORRECTION
I may have given readers the wrong 
impression in last week’s item about Paul 
Slavin. While he suggests a light-timing
experiment as a relatively simple way 
to evaluate any possible benefi ts, he be-
lieves that, in the long run, only widening 
the highway will solve the congestion and
public safety problems.

TIME THE TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Michael Foley likes Paul Slavin’s idea 
about timing the traffi c lights on Highway 
1. Michael writes: “As a kid growing up in
New York, what happens on Highway 1 in
the morning wouldn’t be considered a ‘jam.’
There would simply be two motorcycle 
cops with walkie-talkies (I’m dating myself),
adjusting the traffi c lights so you wouldn’t 
wait on the thoroughfare for left turns and 
right turns that aren’t happening. You
wouldn’t even need real cops these days,
just some folks trained to do the job. Oh, 
and instead of spending 50 million, we’d be 
creating a couple of taxpayers.”

BLOCK THAT CLICHE
“Cloud Nine.” Gregg Levoy says this 
synonym for happiness comes direct from
heaven – the National Weather Service,
that is. Meteorologists call the highest
cloud formation (cumulonimbus, at 30,000 
to 40,000 feet) “Cloud Nine.” 

 SWAMI SEZ
“If you don’t like something, change it. If
you can’t change it, change the way you
think about it.” (Mary Englebreit)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and 

guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of 
this community newspaper. But our time and 
space are limited, so we ask you to share re-
sponsibility with us by following these rules:

•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750 
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count 
words, but submissions clearly exceeding 
these limits will not run. People may edit down 
and resubmit if they wish.

•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling, 
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. 
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libel-
ous or inflammatory material. We reserve the 
right to decline a letter.

•Be clear and concise. Check your gram-
mar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough 
drafts — final version only. We reserve the 
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctua-
tion, and fact, but if your submission requires 
major editing, we will return it to you to fi x and
resubmit if you wish.

•The deadline for all submissions is Friday 
noon of the week preceding publication.

•We will apply these rules fairly and con-
sistently to all our valued contributors: no ex-
ceptions, no special favors.

•Please provide your full name, address, 
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live 
will appear in print.

• Send your submission by email to elar-
sen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59 
Bill Drake Way, Pacifi ca, Calif. 94044, fax 359-
3821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (for-
merly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double 
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@

bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted 
may be published at our discretion in the Pa-
cifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any 
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not 
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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