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Obituaries

Arts

The legends return - Golden Bough
presents annual Celtic concert in Pacifica
BY JEAN BARTLETT
ARTS CORRESPONDENT

On the recent Thanksgiving weekend, in the foothills
of the Mother Lode, thousands of people came out to
experience the 38th year of
Sonora’s legendary Christmas Festival. There were
carolers, costumed elves,
street musicians, craft artists and the very finest in
crowd pleasing musicians
– Joe Craven, a world, roots
and folk singer and multi-instrumentalist who has played
with such notables as Alison
Brown, Jerry Garcia and
Stéphane Grappelli – as well
as Sourdough Slim, billed
as the last of the Vaudeville
cowboys who has appeared
on such performance or media venues as Carnegie Hall,
ABC’s Good Morning America and the Autry Museum of
Western Heritage in Los Angeles. There was also Golden
Bough.
Co-founded in 1980 by
husband and wife Paul Espinoza and Margie Butler,
Golden Bough is a massively
popular Celtic trio. While
they have travelled the world
over and continue to do so, for
many years their home base
was in Pacifica. Each year
when they return to Pacifica
to play their annual winter
concert, which in this case is
Friday night at Pacifica Performances, the anticipation
throughout town is palpable.
The members of Golden
Bough are lyric soprano
Margie Butler on vocals,
Celtic harp, penny whistle,
recorder, bodhran and gui-

tar, folk tenor Paul Espinoza
on vocals, guitar, accordion
and octave-mandolin, and
folk soprano Kathy Sierra
on vocals, violin and viola. All
are composers, all are music
educators, all love what they
do and all tell excellent cornball jokes.
Butler explained the flavor of their jokes. “They are
very clean and family approved and we always laugh
at our jokes. Of course the
songs themselves often carry
the Celts very wry sense of
humor.” Their music, which
represents the seven Celtic
Nations – Ireland, Scotland,
Wales, Cornwall, The Isle of
Man, French Brittany and
Galicia (in Spain) – often inspires audience members
to try their championship
footwork at such Irish step
dances as the two hand reel,
the treble reel, the light jig,
the slip jig and the hornpipe,
or the ever-popular, inventive original. Songs from the
billowing Golden Bough holiday jukebox might include
– “Mrs. Fogarty’s Christmas
Cake,” “Wexford Carol,”
“When Winter Comes,”
“Green Grow The Holly,”
“All Souls Night,” “A’ Soalin’,” and “Donald, Where
Are Your Troozers?” (that
would be trousers in non
Celtic speak).
Golden Bough has been
a part of Pacifica Performances since the much-loved
organization’s earliest days
and there are reasons why
Golden Bough is invited to
perform at the Hall every
winter and every spring – the
extraordinary music magic of

Private services held for
Robert ‘Bob’ Machold
Robert (Bob) Machold
passed away on Nov. 13,
2012, in Pacifica.
Bob was born on August
1, 1925, to Edwin and Anna
Machold in San Francisco.
He was the youngest of
four children. Because his
parents died when he was
young, he was raised by his
older brother, “Red.” He
attended Polytechnic High
School and was drafted
into the Navy in November,1943 where he served in
the Philippines until the end
of WWII. After the service,
Bob enjoyed a long career
as an ironworker.
Bob married Evelyne,
the love of his life, on June
20, 1953. In August of 1954,
he and Evelyne and their
4-month-old son moved
to Linda Mar. Later their
family increased to include
a daughter and another
son. Bob was active in the
Y-Indian Guides and Boy

Scouts. He also volunteered
for a short time at the Sanchez Adobe.
Bob was a master wood
worker and loved to garden. After retirement, he
spent countless hours perfecting his flowers, fruits
and vegetables. He enjoyed
the San Pedro Valley Park
trails where he was an avid
walker.
During the last few
months of his life, Bob was
given loving and tender
care by his caregivers, Raymond, Sesilia, and Manny.
Bob leaves behind his
loving family: wife Evelyne,
sons Tim (Diane), David
(Judy), daughter Robin
(Kevin), grandchildren, Corey and Colleen Flynn, and
Adam Machold, and niece
Darlene MacKinnon.
Private services were
held. The family asks that
memorials be donated to
your favorite charity.
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Our Turn
Emmanuel Williams

Unsmart
Meter
I strongly believe in the
importance of choice. In a
democratic country like
America I am free to choose
what brand of toothpaste I
use and who my president
should be.
PG&E has installed a
smart meter on the side
of my house. This was not
my choice. They didn’t ask
me before they did this.
Recently I’ve been suffering from a debilitating
condition known as tinnitus—a constant ringing
in the ears. In my online
research into tinnitus I
discovered that a possible
cause is electromagnetic
radiation. Swedish doctors
examining people who are
electrically hypersensitive
discovered that they all

suffered from tinnitus. So
I started looking into this
matter and discovered that
smart meters aren’t really
smart at all.
A new policy report focused on the electric grid
and economy of energy,
“Getting Smarter About
the Smart Grid,” was published by the National Institute for Science, Law &
Public Policy (NISLAPP)
in Washington, D.C. The
report states that billions
of dollars in federal subsidies for “smart” utility meters have been misspent on
meter technology that will
not lead to energy sustainability or contribute to the
possibility of a more efficient and responsive electricity grid.
Authored by engineering and policy consultant,
Dr. Timothy Schoechle of
Boulder, CO, an expert in
smart grid technologies

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
DIGGIN’ IT
San Mateo County History Museum in downtown Redwood City has a small exhibit about the Devil’s Slide
Tunnels, featuring the shovel that tunnel activist Mitch
Reid’s son Forest used for the unofficial groundbreaking. Mitch, who calls the Caltrans project “The People’s
Tunnels,” says, “I have been joking for years that
Forest might be driving through by the time they open.
Funny thing, he may actually have his drivers permit
before they open.”
JOHANN’S SUGGESTION BOX
As I gear up for 2013, I want to know what you think of
this Wandering and Wandering column of mine (and
of my Pacifica Riptide blog, if you happen to visit me
online). How can I better serve our community? To
send your feedback, just email me at the address below
(see MAYBURRITOVILLE at the end of the column).
Or go to Pacifica Riptide, search for “Johann’s Suggestion Box,” and hit the Comments link below the item to
submit your questions and answers.
iPAWS FOR NO MAN
Pierre Messerli sees so many people walking around
clutching and caressing various handheld devices that
he wants to call the devices iPaws. When I mentioned
this to Gary Hanauer, he said we should invent iPaws
for animals to communicate with us humans.
iPAUSE FOR NO MAN
Michael Shaw was shocked (SHOCKED!) to see three
generations of a family (grandmother, mother, daughter) engrossed in their individual cell phones (and not
interacting at all) while sitting for 30 minutes in the
waiting room at Michael’s doctor’s office. When Joyce
Washnik, editor and publisher of Giftbeat, read about

who serves on several international smart grid
standard setting committees, the new report “Getting Smarter About the
Smart Grid” states:
•Congress, state and local governments, as well
as ratepayers, have been
misled about the potential
energy and cost saving
benefits of the new “smart”
meters, paid for in large
part with taxpayer dollars,
as well as ratepayer dollars.
(There’s more. Check
this out online.)
So on a practical level
smart meters aren’t smart.
What’s worse: they pose a
significant health hazard.
The American Academy
of Environmental Medicine
has called for a moratorium on the installation of
transmitting utility meters
on the basis that:
“Chronic exposure to

wireless radio frequency
radiation is a preventable
environmental hazard that
is sufficiently well documented to warrant immediate preventative public
health action.”
and “The current medical literature raises credible questions about genetic and cellular effects,
hormonal effects, male fertility, blood/brain barrier
damage and increased risk
of certain types of cancers
from RF or ELF levels similar to those emitted from
‘smart meters.’ Children
are placed at particular
risk for altered brain development, and impaired
learning and behavior. Further, EMF/RF adds synergistic effects to the damage observed from a range
of toxic chemicals. Given
the widespread, chronic,
and essentially inescapable ELF/RF exposure

Michael’s experience, she wrote: “Isn’t that sad? I see
this all the time. Even couples out to dinner, with one
(or both) checking their phones. You can’t even walk
in the woods anymore without hearing someone’s cell
ring. I think we should invent an iPause movement as
an antidote to being plugged in 24/7. It’s time to take a
break, people!” Joyce plans to editorialize for iPause in
the next issue of her national publication (giftbeat.com).
HIDDEN BENEFITS OF FLU SHOTS
If you’re tempted to skip your flu shot, consider this:
Getting vaccinated cuts risk for a heart attack or stroke
by up to 50 percent, according to two studies presented
at the Canadian Cardiovascular Congress. (Lisa Collier
Cool, Yahoo Health, November 26)
OCEAN SPACES
The MPA Monitoring Enterprise has launched Ocean
Spaces.org, the new web-based hub of scientific monitoring data, analyses, and results from California’s
network of marine protected areas (MPAs). From
ecological assessments to socioeconomic analyses of
human uses, Ocean Spaces provides free, easy access
to impartial scientific information on conditions in
and around the state’s MPAs. The site provides data
on size, abundance, and location of key fish species,
where people are fishing, and how fishing patterns have
changed since the MPAs were implemented. The process of planning the MPAs was sometimes contentious,
but it created a community that wants to stay engaged
and informed about MPA monitoring and management:
scientists, fishers, environmentalists, policymakers, and
citizens. A public symposium on the first five years of
MPA monitoring and management in the Central Coast
is in Monterey in late February 2013.
ARE YOU IN?
Responding to last week’s “in crowd” jokes, Chris X.
writes: “I haven’t been in Ebriated for over 12 years.
Quality of life is so much better away from that place:)”
NEWSFLASH
Check local blogs Pacifica Riptide, Pacifica Index, Pacifica Patch, and Fix Pacifica for news and opinion about
the possible closing or sale of the Fresh & Easy market

of everyone living near a
“smart meter,” the Board
of the American Academy
of Environmental Medicine
finds it unacceptable from a
public health standpoint to
implement this technology
until these serious medical concerns are resolved.
We consider a moratorium
on installation of wireless
‘smart meters’ to be an issue of the highest importance.”
So after all this research
I wanted that smart meter
that had been affixed to
the side of my house independently of my wishes
removed. What to do? I
called San Mateo County
Environmental
Health.
They said they couldn’t
help and suggested I talk
to PG&E. PG&E told me
that if I wanted the smart
meter removed I would
have to pay $75 removal
fee plus $10 a month. When

I pointed out the unfairness of this requirement
since I hadn’t asked for
the smart meter in the first
place, the response was:
“That’s how it is.” So then
I called Pacifica City Hall.
They said they couldn’t
help me, and suggested I
call the San Mateo County
Environmental Health. I
left a message.
I’m a great believer in
the precautionary principle. If there is the slightest
possibility that smart meters–along with cell-phones
and other electronic devices – could threaten the
health of human beings,
then we human beings
need to be told this, loudly
and clearly. Without free
access to information, we
are unable to make conscious choices. And choice
— whatever PG&E policies
suggest — is the central
dynamic of democracy.

in Pedro Point (and the rest of Fresh & Easy’s 200
U.S. stores). Also look for news about a federal judge’s
decision to dismiss the environmental lawsuit against
Sharp Park Golf Course (and see comments on legal
fallout from the court ruling).
FOOD FOR FINES
Have an overdue book or DVD from the library? Now’s
your chance to clear your fees and fines and help others
by donating food to those in need during the month of
December in the San Mateo County Library’s “Food
For Fines” program. Library patrons can take any
amount of nonperishable boxed or canned food to any
of the San Mateo County Library’s 12 branches (including Sharp Park and Sanchez in Pacifica) or Redwood
City Library’s branches, during business hours, and
library fines and fees will be waived. All collected food
is donated to the Second Harvest Food Bank. Each
year, Second Harvest Food Bank distributes more than
45.5 million pounds of nutritious food to low-income
people in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties. Most
are children and seniors. The millions of pounds of food
are provided free to 326 local nonprofit agencies at
more than 700 sites, including pantries, soup kitchens,
shelters, and after-school programs.
INNER EDIROT
Bernie Borok emails, “I stopped at a calendar store
in Hillsdale yesterday, and picked up one from the
National Wildlife Federation. Nice scenes, but in the
fine print on the back it mentioned one of the picture
sources as ‘wildlife refugees.’ A typo today but an idea
for a whole new calendar tomorrow!”
(Gives new meaning to the term “Lone Ranger.”)
SWAMI SEZ
Paul Slavin and several other readers nominate this
quote from Groucho Marx: ““Outside of a dog, a book is
man’s best friend. Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read.”
MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

