Pacifica Tribune, December 14, 2011 _ Page 9A

508

Community Forum & Opinions
My Turn
Paul Slavin

Sharp
Park vote
I’ve got two things to say
about the San Francisco Supervisors’ vote last week to
give Sharp Park to the Feds.
1) The game is far from over.
The vote, a narrow 6 to 5 win
for the anti-golf forces, was
irregular on so many levels it
was notable even in the often
bizarre San Francisco political landscape.
The ordinance, which directs the S.F. Recreation &
Park Dept. to offer a long time
management deal to the National Park Service for Sharp
Park, was authored by Supervisor John Avalos, and is
generally viewed as payback
for substantial environmental assistance in his recent
mayoral campaign. The bill
had to be heavily amended to
get around the usual requirement for an upfront Environ-

mental Impact Report, and
then rushed through passage
before sympathetic Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi leaves the
Board next month. And also
before receipt of a report, a
year in the making, detailing
San Mateo County’s interest
in Sharp Park. This haste may
result in some other required
rewriting, which could move
the vote to a newly configured
Board.
But even if this Board does
pass the ordinance (a second
vote is scheduled for Dec.13)
S.F. Mayor Ed Lee has an
opportunity to veto it, and
the bill’s supporters do not
appear to have the 8 votes
necessary to override a veto.
Although Avalos claims his intent is to save the City money,
this ordinance may well have
just the opposite effect. The
GGNRA - who would actually
wind up with the land - won’t
even accept it with a golf
course in place. Somebody
will have to remove all trace
of an 80-year-old course, with
hundreds of 80-year-old trees,
acres of “non-native” grass

and God knows what else.
(Remember, they didn’t have
time for the Environmental
Impact Report.) That would
be a monstrous expense for
San Francisco, and they could
not look to the feds for help.
As Congresswoman Jackie
Speier has informed the
Mayor, “I will oppose the use
of federal funds for purposes
of managing Sharp Park as
proposed in this legislation.”
This is a bad bill, and Mayor
Lee has to know it.
We should remember that,
until this treacherous turn
of events, the supporters of
public golf at Sharp Park had
won every encounter with
the anti-golf activists, including last month’s denial of an
injunction that would have
severely damaged the course.
We can prevail again.
2) It’s time for Pacifica to
wake up. If you want to keep
your golf course, it’s time to
say so.
Our civic leaders, with two
notable exceptions, have been
relatively silent on Sharp Park
over the last few years. There
has been little public dialogue
on what is easily the biggest
land-use decision Pacifica has
faced since the Quarry. The

Remembering our Vets

While Veteran’s Day is a
month behind us, it is a date,
like Memorial Day, that should
be emblazoned in the minds of
all Americans. Why November 11? Originally known as
Armistice Day, that date coincides with the ending of WWI
on November 11, 1918. Fighting ceased at the 11th hour, on
the 11th day of the 11th month.
In 1919, President Woodrow
Wilson proclaimed that date
as Armistice Day. It became
a national holiday in 1938, and
in 1954 Congress changed
the name to Veteran’s Day to
honor all US veterans.
Frank’s Salon wishes to
honor and thank all the men
and women who have served
in the United States military.

Frank’s Salon
Frank “Antoine” Cimo
politicians
That ensures our right
to Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit
of Happiness.
It’s the Soldier who salutes the flag,
Who serves beneath the
flag,
And whose coffin is
draped by the flag
— unknown author

It’s the Soldier, not the
reporter
Who has given us the
Freedom of the Press.

exceptions noted above are
Mayor Mary Ann Nihart and
former Mayor Julie Lancelle.
Both have worked tirelessly
to save the course, stayed in
touch with all the interested
parties, attended the meetings, the court hearings,
talked the talk and walked the
walk.
I’d like to hear from the
four other members of the City
Council. If you support the
golf course, let’s hear it. If you
don’t, let’s hear that. Just do
something! A letter to Ed Lee,
requesting a veto, would be a
good start. Sent collectively,
if you’re all agreeable, or individually if not. You might
mention that you’d rather
not have an empty, devastated golf course, a breeding
ground for mosquitoes and
varmints, at one end of your
about-to-be rejuvenated Palmetto Ave downtown center.
Letters to the individual S.F.
Supervisors might also be
helpful: a congratulatory note
to the supes that opposed the
ordinance, and, for the supporters, an inquiry into what
they’ve been smoking. Remember, input from ordinary
citizens, and their elected
representatives, comes to an

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica
abrupt end once the GGNRA
gets its hands on a piece of
property. They don’t care
about Pacifica. Council members, however, were elected
to care; it’s their job!
I know some civic groups,
the Chamber of Commerce,
for example, and the Historical Society, have issued
Resolutions in support of the
Sharp Park, but now would
be a good time for any and all
concerned organizations to
send a direct letter to Mayor
Lee, specifically asking for the
veto.
I’d like to hear a lot more
noise from the Sharp Park
Golf Course. Men’s Club
President Dave Diller has
done a lot of work on this, but
the rest of the Club is much
too quiet.
Every member - particularly every member that lives
in San Francisco - should call
or e-mail Mayor Ed Lee and
tell him to veto that bill.
And tell your friends, and
your wives and children, to
do it too. Sharp Park golfers
have contributed some 800
hand-written letters of support that were presented to
the Board of Supervisors, but
now it’s time to go directly to

the Mayor. Get on the phone,
or the keyboard.
Actually, that’s probably the best thing to do for
anyone interested in saving
Sharp Park. Let Ed Lee know
that the GGNRA already rules
enough of the coast, and we’d
like to keep our golf course,
thank you.
Another thing that all
Sharp Park supporters should
do is google up the San Francisco Public Golf Alliance and
get the latest news on Sharp
Park.
The SFPGA has been
the only organized, effective
group defending the course,
a long and often lonely battle.
Without them, we would have
long ago been steamrolled by
the slick, well-funded, relentless campaign mounted by
the eco-activists.
Ever at the forefront, the
SFPGA is a co-defendant
with San Francisco in the
suit brought by Wild Equity
Institute et al that also seeks
to close the course. You can
join with the SFPGA, sign up
on-line, and send them a few
bucks.
Lawsuits are expensive.
The SF mayor can be
reached at 415-554-6141.

contact with members of the
opposite sex.
“The mission of Peace
Corps is to promote world
peace and friendship. I know
that I have done that. I now
have a much greater understanding of so many things
as do the Moroccans of my
village. For them, America
is now more than movies,
Occupy Wall Street and the
promise of endless wealth.
It’s a person, it’s me, Brahim
the American.”
Brendan Moroso is a Terra
Nova High School graduate
and Eagle Scout from Linda

Mar’s Troop 264. He earned
his BA in History from UC
Santa Cruz and his MA in
War Studies from King’s College London.
He is currently with the
Peace Corps in Bulgaria. He
returns to Pacifica in December. You can reread his story
http://theextremewest.
at
blogspot.com/ His parents
live in Vallemar.
Those interested in joining
the Peace Corps and serving
in one of seventy countries
worldwide can find out more
information at http://www.
peacecorps.gov/

My Turn
Brendan Moroso
On November 15, after
more then two years, native
Pacifican Brendan Moroso
completed his service as a
Peace Corps Volunteer in
Morocco.
Peace Corps, a US Government Agency started by
President Kennedy, sends
volunteers
to
countries
throughout the developing
world to serve as ambassadors of America and promote
peace and friendship.
“It was a once in a lifetime
experience, I am glad I did it,
but I wouldn’t want to do it
again,” Moroso said. “It was
really challenging to adapt to
living in a poor Islamic Kingdom. I went to Morocco because I didn’t have a choice.
Peace Corps tells you where
you are going to go and you
can either say ‘yes’ or ‘no.’
When I first was given this assignment, I didn’t know much
about that part of the world.
What I had seen of Africa in
the movies and on the news
was warlords and bloodshed,
civil wars and genocide. What
I found is that Morocco is not
as different as I expected it to
be. They have TV, internet
and everything else.
“I used to tell Moroccans
that, Morocco is just like California with less traffic and
no indoor climate control.
Instead what I found is that
culturally most of Morocco
is completely different from
the West. The one biggest
shock to me was how segregated the spheres of life for
men and women are in Morocco. Children and elderly
Moroccans interact a lot with
each other, but between the
ages of 10 and 50 males and
females hardly come into

It’s the Soldier, not the
poet,
Who has given us the
Freedom of Speech.
It’s the Soldier, not the

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
WHITE WOLF SANCTUARY
The howling is the first thing
you notice at the end of the twomile dirt road up to White Wolf
Sanctuary. Ten arctic wolves that
call these 55 fenced acres home
welcome visitors with an unearthly
chorus. Director Lois Tulleners
rescued these snow-white creatures from failing zoos and abusive
or neglectful private owners, and
brought them to this safe haven
inside a national forest 10 miles
from the central Oregon coast.
Lois preps visitors with hot coffee
and a brief show-and-tell about the
wolves, then leads a walking tour
of the grounds. She goes inside
the fence to bond with her favorite wolves (she has named them
all), and they affectionately rub
against her and lick her hands and
face. Lois brings the friendliest
ones right to the fence so visitors
can touch their fur. Lois has a
Facebook page and a website but
always needs volunteers and donations to help feed and care for the

neered this class in collaboration
with another professor. If you have
the opportunity to take this class,
don’t pass it up!” (Jim Wagner)

RAW COOKIE DOUGH
Licking the spoon for a couple
tastes of raw cookie dough is an
added bonus to the baking process,
wolves (legally permitted roadkill
especially at holiday time, but the
and hunter-donated deer and elk
are the wolves’ mainstay, but these risk of falling ill from the batter might be greater than once
are often in short supply). Lois
thought. New research published
particularly needs a webmaster
(can work remotely) and a resident in the journal Clinical Infectious
Disease found that the culprit of a
caretaker. This holiday season,
think about supporting Lois’ work 2009 multi-state E. coli outbreak
on behalf of these magnificent wild was none other than the ready-tobake prepackaged cookie dough
creatures:
whitewolfsanctuary.com, 541-528-3588 found in most grocery stores.
At thetime of the outbreak, 77
people from 30 states became ill
ONBOARD, ONLINE
from the bad batter. About half of
Just in time for the busy holiday
those people got so sick they had
travel season, Amtrak California
to be hospitalized. After athortrains now offer free wi-fi plus
ough investigation, researchers at
five pieces of luggage free. So all
the Centers for Disease Control
aboard and get online.
still have yet to fully pinpoint the
(Amtrak.com)
ingredient in the cookie dough
that caused the outbreak, but CDC
ENVIRO CLASS
“I’m taking Environmental Science study author Dr. Karen Neil said
(ENVS680 SD) from Professor
researchers believe the problem
McCarthy this semester. I’ve
was in the flour. Raw flour does
been taking classes at Skyline
not go through the same rigorous
for 17 years, and she is one of the
process to kill pathogens the way
best professors I’ve had the good
in which eggs, molasses and sugar
fortune to work with. She has piodo in commercial products. “You

should not consume raw cookie
dough or any other raw product
that’s intended to be baked or
cooked, and food should always be
prepared according to the recipe
or instructions,” Neil told ABCNews.com. Because eating raw
cookie dough is such a popular
pastime (during the investigation,
several people noted that they
bought the uncooked batter with
the intention to eat it as is), CDC
researchers recommended manufacturers make the product safer
as a ready-to-eat product. They
also noted that more consumer
education should be available
about the risks of eating raw products such as cookie dough. But
Dr. William Schaffner, chairman
of the department of preventive
medicine at Vanderbilt University
School of Medicine in Nashville,
said characterizing eating cookie
dough as a risky behavior might
be a bit of a stretch. It’s similar to
eating a hamburger or steak rare
or medium rare, he said. “Eating
cookie dough is part of growing
up,” Schaffner said. “We know
people are going to do it. It’s too
delicious. It’s too much of a habit.
To ask people not to do it is like
whistling in a graveyard.” Nevertheless, Schaffner did note that
commercial cookie dough compa-

nies should heed the CDC’s advice
by making sure its raw products
are safe to consume as is. “In the
modern world, we have the potential to distribute a tainted product
to a lot of people, so manufacturers should process the materials
safely and expect that it could be
eaten raw,” Schaffner said. As
you bake up a storm this holiday
season, Neil recommended to visit
www.foodsafety.gov to learn about
the best ways to handle raw and
uncooked foods to keep you and
your family safe and healthy.
(Mikaela Conley, ABC News,
December 9)
SWAMI SEZ
“Not every person knows how to
love a dog, but every dog knows
how to love a person.”
(anonymous)
SITESEER
•Safe, sustainable seafood
recommendations:
montereybayaquarium.org
MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Meandering:
LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

