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VIGIL AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE
On a cold, windy, and rainy Saturday night, some
two dozen coastsiders held a candlelight vigil in 
remembrance of the many lives lost at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut the
day before. The vigil at the corner of Linda Mar 
and Highway 1 in Pacifica was held in conjunction 
with MoveOn.org and other groups worldwide. Vigil
participants recommended these groups working to 
stop violence (all are accessible online):
Legal Community Against Violence
Brady Campaign Against Gun Violence
Mayors Against Illegal Guns
Pacifica Peace People

CLEAN GREEN HOLIDAYS
The holidays can be a time of excess, but here are
simple ways to reduce air and water pollution with-
out reducing the fun. Follow these easy tips from the
San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention 
Program:
•Tree trimming: Use heirloom ornaments, not flock-
ing, fake snow, or tinsel. Once trees are put out for 
recycling, these decorations can be carried by wind 
and rain into storm drains, negatively impacting 
waterways, air quality, and wildlife.
•Holiday packaging material such as gift boxes,
wrapping paper, and ribbons ultimately end up as
waste, which must be disposed of or recycled. But
they can create serious environmental impacts when 
burned, releasing soot and other harmful pollutants.
These toxins collect in clouds, roadways, and other 
surfaces. Rain then flushes them into local creeks,
causing stormwater pollution. Avoid foil giftwrap,
which is among the worst to burn and is not recy-
clable.
•Burning wood in fireplaces, woodstoves, chimneys,
and outdoor fire pits is prohibited during winter
Spare the Air alerts in the Bay Area. Burning gift-
wrap, boxes, and other wrapping materials is illegal
anytime, not just on Spare the Air days.
•Giftwrap and boxes are often coated with toxic ma-
terials that are hazardous when burned. Use creative
gift giving or giftwrap alternatives such as decorated
boxes, scarves, or recyclable bags. They’re creative
and fun, and good for the environment. Giving the
gift of an experience, such as tickets to a movie or
sporting event, or gift cards to your favorite restau-
rant, are great ways to reduce waste this holiday
season — no giftwrap required! Visit RecycleWorks
for other great green gift ideas.
•Use reusable ornaments or natural items such as
popcorn and pinecones to decorate your holiday tree.
Avoid flocking and tinsel, which can’t be recycled.

•If buying a live tree, find someplace to plant it in 
your yard or keep it in a planter so you can use it
year after year.
•Get creative with giftwrap alternatives. Place a
gift within a gift, or in a reusable shopping or tote 
bag instead of paper. Or go old school and use 
newspaper comics to make gifts more fun and the
wrapping recyclable.
•Check before you burn wood in the fireplace. Call 
1-877-4-NO-BURN to find out if Spare the Air is in
effect.
•For tips on preventing water pollution, visit Flows 
To Bay online.

GODAWFUL GRAMMAR 
“We could have quickly maybe done just assembly,
but it’s broader because we wanted to do some-
thing more substantial,” Cook told Bloomberg. “So 
we’ll literally invest over $100 million. This doesn’t
mean that Apple will do it ourselves, but we’ll be 
working with people, and we’ll be investing our 
money.” (Apple CEO Tim Cook)

LEGALIZE IT!
Possession of an ounce of marijuana for personal
use indoors is now legal in Washington state. The 
Seattle Police Department website has a photo of
Jeff Bridges in “The Big Lebowski” with the cap-
tion: “The Dude abides, and says, “Take it inside.”
The state of Washington stands to make $2 billion
in pot sales tax revenue over the next five years.
They’re no dopes up north. How dumb is it that
California cannot get this law passed?

INNER EDIROT
Scott McKellar, who is basically a cheerful guy 
most of the time, says he is sick of hearing the 
word “awesome” everywhere he goes. Scott 
wonders whatever became of perfectly good words
like “spectacular” and “fantastic.” Being a cun-
ning linguist, Scott also wants to introduce a new
term, “insignificant other,” for ex-spouse or former 
mate. Finally, on a sporting note, Scott says his 
son-in-law Ross calls San Francisco 49ers quarter-
back Colin Kaepernick “Pumpernickel” because it’s 
easier to remember than Kaepernick.

BASEBALL’S THINKING MAN
Speaking of baseball, San Francisco Chronicle
sportswriter Bruce Jenkins quotes Sports Illus-
trated’s Tom Verducci on Barry Zito’s “epic”
Game 5 performance in the National League 
Championship Series: “He became the first player 
in recorded history to conduct his postgame news 
conference in a blue fedora and use the word
‘plethora.’”

DEVIL’S SLIDE CD & T-SHIRT 
Nancy Hall writes: “We are all excited about the
opening of the new tunnels that will bypass Devil’s 
Slide, but let’s remember it is also the end of an 
era for locals who grew up braving the treacherous
stretch of Highway 1. Popular local musicians The 

Curios have released a song called ‘Last Ride on
Devil’s Slide’ as well as T-shirts and hoodies with
original artwork by Andrew Leone. T-shirts from
youth size small up to 3X are $18. Add the CD and
it’s $23 with shipping. (If you are local, you can just
arrange to pick them up.) The single by the same 
name sold out at the Curios’ recent Winter Con-
cert, but they now have more copies. The CD-only
is $5. Call 650-359-2073 to get yours while they
last. Great x-mas gifts!” 

THERE OUGHTA BE A LAW— OR NOT
State Senator Jerry Hill writes: “Welcome to my
‘Oughta Be A Law — Or Not’ constituent bill idea
contest for 2013. The contest is open to all con-
stituents of the 13th Senate District and allows
residents to submit their ideas for improving the
quality of life in our community and/or the state 
of California. Ideas can vary from local community
improvements to statewide reforms. Applicants
can create new laws or repeal/revise laws already 
on the books. I will select a winner in February and
work toward implementing the reform during the 
legislative session. Applications can be submitted 
online and are due by January 15, 2013. Call 916-
651-4013.”

BLOCK THAT CLICHÉ
“Living high on the hog.” The tenderest and most
expensive cuts of pork come from high up on the
hog, hence the expression “living high on the hog,” 
as in splurging like there’s no tomorrow. So says 
writer Gregg Levoy.

FOOTBALL VS. BASEBALL
My sister Rachel McDonald emails: “Regarding the
question you posed about the popularity of football 
over baseball, here is my take. Football has an ap-
peal that baseball does not. Why? A lot of people 
love watching the physical contact and roughness 
of football, including the ever-present possibility
of injuries to the players. Perhaps some folks get a
thrill from living vicariously by watching a poten-
tially dangerous sport that they, themselves, might
be terrified to participate in. Just think about the 
Roman gladiators, the Egyptian fisherman’s joust,
and ancient forms of boxing without gloves.”

SWAMI SEZ 
“Banking establishments are more dangerous than
standing armies.” (Thomas Jefferson)

SITESEER
•Rescue-and-release wildlife center: ltwc.org
•CORRECTION: OceanSpaces 
URL is oceanspaces.org

MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

There will be early dead-
lines for editorial and ad-
vertising copy and photos
for the Dec. 26 and Jan. 2
issues. All editorial articles, 
columns, letters to the edi-
tor and photos for publica-
tion Dec. 26 must be submit-
ted no later than tomorrow, 
Thursday, Dec. 20 as the
completed newspaper must 
be sent to the printer by 2:30 
p.m. this Friday, Dec. 21.

The Tribune offices will 
be closed Monday and Tues-
day, Dec. 24-25 although
there will be no change in
the Wednesday, Dec. 26

delivery date to homes and 
businesses.

The early deadline for 
the Jan. 2 issue is Dec. 21. 
The Tribune again will be
closed Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 but 
the paper will be delivered 
as usual Wednesday, Jan. 
2. Final submission deadline 
for the Jan. 2 issue is no later 
than Thursday, Dec. 27.

Home subscribers will
receive in this week’s issue
our 2013 History Calendar 
with classic old photos from 
our archives. Calendars will
not be available in rack is-
sues, but can be purchased

for $3 each at our offi ce at
59 Bill Drake Way.

Back by popular demand 
is the Tribune’s annual “Best 
of Pacifi ca” contest, which 
will allow Pacificans the op-
portunity to vote by paper 
ballot or online for their fa-
vorite eateries, merchants 
and service providers in Pa-
cifica. The offi cial ballot with 
all the categories is on Page 
12A of this issue. Pacifi cans
can vote online starting this 
Thursday by visiting the 
Tribune’s page at mercu-
rynews.com/pacifica

— Elaine Larsen

Elaine Larsen
Pacifica Tribune Editor & Publisher
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Business

BY JEAN BARTLETT
CORRESPONDENT

On Nov. 17, the Dollar 
Store in Linda Mar opened 
and the crowd literally
rushed in. There were door
prizes, face painting, food
and drinks and music, and
at 3:30 p.m., Lou Seal, the
mascot of the San Fran-
cisco Giants, stopped in 
to say “hello!” The store’s
owner, Martcia Sampson
said since day one, it has
been amazing having her 
business here.

“We have had such an
outpouring of gratitude 
and positive feedback from 
the community,” Sampson
said.

“And we’ve done very 
well with sales. It’s just 
been unbelievable!” Samp-
son, who recently retired
from the phone company 
after 30 years, said she was
looking at different fran-
chises, and she liked what
Dollar Store Services had
to offer.

“You buy a package from 
them and after they set it up
for you, it’s yours to own.” 
(Dollar Store Services is an 
independent developer and 

wholesale merchandiser. 
They are not a franchise.) 
Sampson’s Dollar Store 
is 2,000 square feet. The
aisles are six feet apart, so
there is plenty of room to 
maneuver. The shelf prod-
ucts are lined up in such a 
way so that no matter your 
height, you can reach what 
you need. It’s clean and tidy 
and really well thought out 
for customer ease, and the 
dollar product choices are 
exceptional.

Among the dollar dis-
coveries are greeting cards, 
wrapping paper, bags of 
Christmas sugar canes, pa-
per plates, photo frames, 
candles, fluorescent high-
lighters, Crayola coloring 
books, various school sup-
plies, card games, jump 
ropes, toy trucks, footballs, 
chips, candy, cookies, Ari-
zona Green Tea, kitchen 
utensils, colorful socks (in-
cluding socks with “toes”), 
cleaning supplies, card 
games, canned green beans, 
mustard, catsup, cup of 
noodles, cat and dog treats, 
beauty supplies, Christ-
mas tinsel, garland and a 
snowman bell. On Saturday
mornings, coffee is served

and Sampson puts out a 
cookie sample from her in-
house products.

At Sampson’s Dollar 
Store, when customers
request an item the store 
doesn’t carry, Martcia will 
look for it, order a case, and 
see how it sells. “Maybe oth-
ers are looking for that very
item as well.” The store 
owner also noted that cus-
tomers are buying things as 
fast as she can order.

The mother of two, ages 
30 and 32, Sampson said 
that she is very much a fan 
of helping local school and 
sports programs. “Kids 
need help and so often 
teachers have to pull from 
their own pockets.” Samp-
son additionally noted how 
wonderful it is that so many 
Pacificans are really in-
volved with their commu-
nity.

Martcia, who lives in 
Pacifica, has until recently 
spent most of her life living 
elsewhere.

But her ties to Pacifi ca
go way back. She is a gradu-
ate of Oceana High School. 
In addition, when she fi rst 
worked for the phone com-
pany, her store was located 

at the Community Center. 
Several years ago she mar-
ried Steve Sampson who 
was “born and raised in
Pacifica.” She loves living 

here.
“I love the beach, I love 

the people and I love that 
where I live is so close to 
where I work,” Sampson 

said. “And I couldn’t feel 
more welcomed.”

Martcia Sampson’s Dol-
lar Store, 1361 Linda Mar
Shopping Center. Open: 

New Dollar Store owner in Linda Mar
Center thrilled by community reception

Do you enjoy reading the Pacifica Tribune?

Please support the Tribune
by doing business with the

shops and services
advertising with us! 

And please tell them

“I saw your ad
in the Tribune!” 
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Dollar Store manager Martcia Sampson and husband,Steve get Lou Seal’s autograph


