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Letters
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did the city come up with
the $3.5 million number?
Are they planning on cutting
wages and benefits further
when many contracts expire
in June? If so, how much?
I think we’re being railroaded. First the city hurries
and negotiates a small 3 percent wage reduction for most
union contracts, then they
tell us we’re in big financial
trouble and give us a rigged
opinion poll that conveniently
leaves out any mention of
wages and benefits which is
the highest cost to the city.
All this time the city is spinning this data into a fabricated $3.5 million in cuts.
Anytime someone mentions
wage cuts the city has it’s
pat answers, “we just made
cuts” We can’t cut too much
or people will leave.” Really?
In this economy?
Have you seen what we’re
paying
city
employees?
All the numbers are here:
http://lgcr.sco.ca.gov/ just
subtract 3 percent. And this
doesn’t include pension payments. Plus, we’re paying
100 percent of their health
insurance for the employee
and all dependents. This is
where all our money is going. This is why they want to
cut programs to the poor and
seniors and raise our taxes
AGAIN. And it’s only going
to get worse unless they deal

with it now.
Speak up and demand
they consider what the people want.
Robert Hutchinson
Sharp Park

Fairness and
justice
Editor:
So Frank went to two
Occupy events and the only
sign he could find to prove
his point has a picture of Che
Guevara and has the word socialism on it. How disappointing. There is one sentence in
his column that I did have a
question about. Frank states
the Tea Party “were successful in our cause.” I guess in
contrast to some supposed
failure on the part of Occupy.
What “cause” is that? What
is the measure of success that
Frank is using? Now if Frank
wants to talk about the “success” of electing right wing
Governors like Scott Walker
and the “cause” is Walker’s
union bashing; is that success? I don’t think so, since
that Governor is now facing a
recall election after 1 million
of his state’s citizens signed
petitions to oust him from office and collected those signatures in a matter of months.
If the success in electing
right wingers to Congress is
the measure, I wonder if he
is talking about the House
members who succeeded in
having the U.S. credit rating
reduced because they refused to raise the debt limit
for debts already incurred,

mostly as a result of the last
Republican administration.
Or maybe the success he was
talking about was those same
Tea Party extremists trying
to deny the extension of the
middle class tax cut for withholding taxes that caused
John Boehner to have to
cave in once again at the end
of last year and exposed the
fact, once again, that the Republican party and the Tea
Party want tax cuts only for
the rich.
Finally, if success, according to Frank, is changing the
discussion in this country
about the state of the economy; every article I have read
in the last three months has
been about the attention that
economic inequality is getting as a result of Occupy’s
actions; not the federal deficit that the Tea Party wants
to concentrate on (and their
hypocrisy on that issue will
probably be the subject of another letter).
One thing I can agree with
Frank about is that the Occupy movement, as opposed
to the Tea Party, doesn’t
look to either political party
for funding or approval (the
difference between a grass
roots movement and an astro turf movement). Instead,
Occupy looks and stands for
economic fairness and justice in our society...ideas that
Frank and the Tea Party remain clueless about.
Mark Coby
Linda Mar

A good man

Editor:
As I read Horace Hinshaw’s article about the
death of Bill Drake (Horace
Hinshaw 1-25-2012) I immediately began to focus on some
of the many positive influences Bill Drake had on my
life. I knew him as a kind, caring “good” man with a quick
heart-warming smile.
One of my fondest memories is how he gave print
space and a writer to cover
Pacifica’s first African-American history celebration. The
Pacifica Tribune coverage of
our program resulted in an
overflow crowd of exuberant celebrants. The young
attendees, as well as many
adults, expressed pride as
they discussed the accurate
and positive coverage of our
activities. Historically, in
many newspapers, AfricanAmericans were generally
covered only when they committed crimes. Drake’s Tribune gave us print coverage
filled with positive models for
our children to see.
This is just one story about
this wonderful man with a
friendly smile who showed
love and genuine humanity
for all.
Frances L. McCullough
Former Pacifican

vices to the most vulnerable
among us by cutting funds
to our Resource Center (an
agency that helps to feed and
serve our elderly, children
and unemployed)?
Each fiscal year the ReCenter
receives
source
$83,000 from the city budget.
This amount represents a full
25 percent of their funding.
Please consider the return
they leverage from these
funds: the Pacifica Resource
Center uses our city funds
to bring in over $650,00 in
outside funds that directly
benefit Pacifica. These funds
come in the form of monies
for housing, utilities and food
assistance that would not
otherwise be available to Pacifica. That is nearly an $8 return on our tax dollar! This is
an investment that goes right
into our community.
They use those funds to
provide 250,000 lbs of food to
nearly 3,500 residents (that’s
roughly 10 percent of our population). They also prevent
homelessness and shelter to
over 100 families. They assist
with free tax preparation.
They provide Happy Holidays
to 258 children through their
Adopt-a-Family
program
and at Thanksgiving serve
over 150 Pacifica families.
Further, they help the elderly
navigate and acquire the senior discounts and affordable
housing they deserve. All of
Editor:
this they do with a small staff
What is the most sensible of four, consisting of a direccourse of action in this cur- tor, a case manager, a direct
rent budget crisis for our service manager (who coorcommunity? Shall we cut ser- dinates volunteers) and an

An investment
in Pacifica

My Turn

Water Works

Helen Nicely, Ph.D

Linda Corwin

‘If You Go Down To The
Woods Today, You Are In
For A Big Surprise’
How that lyric from the
Teddy Bears’ Picnic nursery
rhyme, comes to mind when I
hike in almost any location in
coastal Daly City or Pacifica.
Indeed, you are in for a big
surprise, whenever you step
outside your door. Bold foxes
living in Pacifica’s Sharp
Park, are known to beg for
food from strollers along the
berm, much to the amusement of locals and even the
Rand McNally judges.
But I was curious to learn
that the foxes have disappeared from Mussel Rock
Park, and so have the ground
squirrels that used to live
among the boulders at its
shoreline.
Also, Mussel Rock Park’s
feral cats, skunks and raccoons
are significantly reduced in
number, (according to my catloving friends), because we
have a new predator population: a growing number of coyotes-just as has been reported
in San Francisco’s park-bordering neighborhoods.

Coyotes were not resident
in the Mussel Rock Park until
recently. But now, I can guarantee I will see or hear one or
more, at least once a day. In
fact, while I was driving along
Palmetto Avenue last week at
midday, I had to stop to allow
a coyote to cross the road. I
began to wonder why coyotes
would be travelling along a
street in broad daylight, when
it struck me. The animal was
coming to the best place in
town to eat. There are multiple feral cat feeding areas
in the half-mile stretch from
Palmetto Avenue at Westline
Drive to Mussel Rock Park.
The good intentions of the “cat
people,” who provide meat
(in tins left as litter)–as many
as twice or thrice a day-have
lured top predators, like bobcat and mountain lion (I have
seen both here, in the past few
months), as well as coyotes
that are nudging out the cats
that they seek to preserve.
Ironically, not only has this
reduced feral cat numbers

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
HARDLY STRICTLY PACIFICA
Janet Taylor likes to explore San Pedro Valley Park. She
recently met local comedian Jim Giovanni (aka Seamus
Kearney) while walking in the park, and he told her about his
original protest song video posted on YouTube (search
youtube.com for “We’re the 99ers”). You never know whom
you will meet in the park, and if people aren’t your thing,
there are often deer, bobcats, coyotes, hawks, and owls to
enjoy.
PARCHED AND PREOCCUPIED
The whole state of California looks and feels dry right
now. On a drive through the Central Valley this week, I
see nothing but brown hillsides. Where I am used to seeing green in January, there is nothing but beige. I pass by
an almond ranch where the nut trees look dead. I see cows
eating stubble. Mountain ranges to the east and south have
no winter snowcaps. It’s not fire season yet, and there is no

significantly, it also poses new
risks to humans and pets.
Their good intentions have
brought wildlife and their unnatural habitat closer to our
residences. I hope pet owners know the disease risks of
leptospirosis and rabies that
these predators spread to
other animals and potentially
humans; if not please do seek
medical or veterinary advice.
Fish and Game were not
concerned when I reported
my local coyote, bobcat and
mountain lion sightings to
them recently.
They thought, instead, that
it might be a good idea to speak
to Animal Control. But good
luck with that, as they are currently preoccupied with tamer
trifles, such as fining residents
for walking unregistered and/
or off-leash dogs.
Perhaps Animal Control
might think about overseeing
feral cat areas, or you can expect visits from much bigger
cats really soon in a neighborhood near you.

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

The January meeting
of the North Coast County
Water District began with a
presentation of a proposal to
begin a pilot study for setting
water budget rates. This is
a way to set rates that may
be more equitable than the
tiered rates in use now. Although all indications show
that it will be expensive to set
up, the Board of Directors
is concerned with the lack
of flexibility in the current
rate structure. As proposed,
the study would begin by including a short confidential
survey with our water bill.
They will need fifty people to
respond in order to get a variety of households and water
use patterns. Last year’s actual water bills will be com-

pared to hypothetical bills
that would be created using a
budget based billing system.
This comparison will give the
District the information it
needs to decide if the cost of
switching to the new system
will be cost effective.
An extensive leak report
showed almost 98,000 gallons of water was lost and
almost forty man hours were
required to repair a series of
leaks created by the increase
of pressure in old pipes when
first responders shut the
valve too quickly in an effort to stop the leak from a
fire hydrant that had been
knocked over.
An interesting discussion ensued regarding an
employee recognition event.

office assistant. Due to these
tough times, they have seen
a 30 percent increase in demand for resources and services in the last year.
Imagine if you will that
these safety nets and services
be cut. Potential cuts include
the elimination of the back
to school, Thanksgiving and
Adopt-a-Family
program.
Loss of $160,000 in leveraged
resources and nearly 1,000
Pacificans unable to get the
vital food, housing and other
critical services that help
stabilize families and make
Pacifica a healthier and safer
community.
It is my personal opinion
that there is a better solution for the greater good of
our community than cutting
funding to such a worthwhile
organization. I believe we
should consider a sliding scale
reduction in City employee
salaries and a reduction in
benefits, which are currently
at 100% for employees and
their spouses. These ample
salaries were increased during the real estate boom time
and now need to be reduced
to reflect the current financial
crisis. This would no doubt
be difficult for Pacifica’s public employees; however, such
a sacrifice would be easier
to bare than the hunger that
cutting funds to the Resource
Center would cause. I hope
that our city leaders spare the
most vulnerable in our community and serve our city in a
spirit of shared sacrifice.
Kerstin Connelly
Sharp Park

Most of the Directors agreed
that last year’s in-house
luncheon was nice. Director Brown thought that the
cost should be held down
even further with awards
and recognition given at a
Board meeting. Director Ash
pushed for a full restaurant
banquet which would cost
about $3,000. The Board
voted to have the event done
in-house again with a budget
of $750.
The February meeting
will have presentations on
the mid-year budget review
and how customers who pay
their bills online are protected from hackers. That
meeting will be held on Feb.
15 at 7 p.m. at the District office, 2400 Francisco, Blvd.

History behind Belleau Wood, France
BY GREG BOYDEN
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

A pivotal battle near the end
of World War I, saw the United
States Marines and American
Army units step up to the Western Front in France to stem the
German advance toward Paris.
In 1918, the Americans entered
World War I under General
Jack Pershing. At this point of
the war , the French had lost so
much man power from the previous four years of fighting, they
were in serious jeopardy of losing the war. The United States
4th and 5th Marine division
were assigned to stop the German advance along the Marne
River near the town of Chateau
Thierry; the fighting that took
place here and at nearby Bellaeu Wood would go down in
history as one of the most vicious, yet decisive battles of the
war. In fact it took the wind out
of the sales of the German advance, and the war soon ended
4 months after this strategic engagement.
My wife and I were in Paris

smoke, but the air smells like something is burning. I wonder
if this is a further sign of climate change that will be more
and more common in years to come. Yet new housing developments and shopping centers keep springing up all along
the freeways crisscrossing the state. Nobody seems to care.
Nobody gets it. If we keep going like this, we are going to kill
the California dream. Then all we’ll have left is the California
nightmare. So pray for rain and think hard about where we
are headed.
OVERPASS FEEDBACK
Tom Ferro emails: “Just read today’s column and have to
agree with Mr. Barber about the old 380 overpass. I’ve been
thinking about it for quite a few weeks now and it seems to
make good sense. The berm will have to be wider, but you’ll
also have to dig into the cut to the north, so there’s your supply of dirt. You can either bring the overpass back down before the location where the pipeline feeds the sewer plant or
bring it all the way out to Mori Point Road. There’s room for
southbound on/off ramps on the treatment plant side, but the
parking lot will need to be moved, which is no problem because it can take over some of the old highway. Northbound
on/off ramps can just use the existing highway. The rest of
the road can be a frontage road for the buildings from Harvey Road north. Minimal disruptions of traffic, although the
southbound Highway 1 slow lane would have to be blocked
off for earth-moving equipment to cut into the hillside. If it’s

for business and sightseeing
last fall and we decided to take
a two-day detour to visit the
American Cemetery and battle
sight of Belleau Wood. It is
amazing today to ponder how
close the Germans had gotten
to Paris in the summer of 1918.
The town of Chateau Thierry is
only 48 miles East of Paris. Chateau Thierry is a delightful little
Frenchtownright along side the
Marne River. And it was at this
strategic point, along the Marne
River Line, that the Americans
would stop the Germans’ final
advance toward Paris. The
fighting at Bellaeu Wood was
very rough for the American
Marines as evident by the 2,800
graves in this well-kept American Cemetery at the base of Belleau Wood. It was hand-to-hand
combat and fixed bayonets. The
Marines earned the nickname
from their German counter
parts, “Devil Dogs.”
Wandering among the white
marble crosses at Belleau Wood
is quite a somber experience.
Many of the lads that rest here
were barely 18 years of age.

Most States in the Union were
represented amongst the many
graves. I took a small path
leading into the forest where
the heavy fighting took place.
Indentations in the ground
were everywhere — evidence
of the shelling from both sides.
Traces of trenches and fighting
holes were still evident as well.
Along with rusted barbed wire,
I found a large ragged piece of
shrapnel from a shell resting
on the ground. There is an old
hunting lodge made out of concrete, predating the battle. The
walls were pockmarked with
bullet and shrapnel holes.
Sadly, the American Cemetery at Belleau Wood is just
one of many that are found
throughout France from both
World Wars. A sad reminder of
the senselessness of war. I thoroughly recommend anybody
going over to visit France, to
stop and visit Bellaeu Wood and
appreciate the freedom we have
today because of the young men
who gave their lives over 90
years ago and lay resting so far
away from home.

done in the first part of the day, it would have little effect on
traffic. If they widen the road to six total lanes, they’ll have
to carve into the Vallemar cut anyway, and I still can’t figure
out where the space for six lanes is going to come from on
the south end, especially now that the impending Surfspot
restaurant is pretty close to the highway. Plus, Boston Bill’s
cheesesteak and chowder house spent all that money to open
up. I’d hate to see Caltrans screw the owner. There’s probably something I didn’t think of that makes this impractical,
but it sure seems like an idea worth considering.”
SWAMI SEZ
If you come into contact with poison oak or poison ivy, within
two hours you can wash the affected area with liquid dish
soap to prevent the itchy, red rash and lessen the aftereffects. (Arkansas dermatologist Adam Stibich used medical
student volunteers in an experiment to prove his hypothesis.
Liquid dish soap prevented a skin reaction in about half of
the group, and reduced inflammation in the rest by 56 percent. This is according to the AARP Bulletin,
November 2011.)
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