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Letters
Continued from Page 8
to the local paper, in this case the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, to find out what is
really going on there. In a Jan. 22, 2012
edition an article discusses the fact that
the Wisconsin State Administrative Secretary wrote to the U.S. Dept. of Health
and Human Services and stated that
Wisconsin would have “an undisclosed
deficit” from January 1, 2012 until June of
2013. How is that so, Mr. Sorce, when you
state Gov. Walker eliminated the deficit
and created a surplus? Well the article
goes on to say that Gov. Walker claimed
to have eliminated the deficit, but he was
using a long-used budget trick that did
not use valid accounting methods and if
those more accurate methods were used
(and Mr. Walker campaigned on the platform that he would use the more accurate accounting procedures) they would
show Wisconsin was and will be running
a budget deficit of $3 billion for 20122013. Mr. Sorce was also cheering Gov.
Walker’s job creating skills; but hold on
there. In a July 21, 2011 article from the
same source it was noted that unemployment rose from 7.4 percent to 7.6 percent and that most of the jobs “created”
under Gov. Walker’s programs were jobs
in tourism, hospitality service and food
service; jobs that are usually temporary,
low-paying and carry few if any benefits.
A subsequent article in the 9/15/11 edition cited an unemployment rate of 7.9
percent; not exactly a decrease as touted
in Mr. Sorce’s letter. Finally, and this
is even more wonkish, the $1.2 billion
added to Medicaid mentioned by Mr.
Sorce was analyzed in a Politifact column
in the Journal Sentinel and it was noted
that the “addition” was actually below
the amount need to fund the increase
in Medicaid recipients and, instead, the
$1.2 billion was actually $600-800 million less than what was needed to fund
the Wisconsin Medicaid needs resulting
in Gov. Walker noting that cuts in Medicaid were expected. So thank you Mr.
Sorce, and good luck with your move to
Wisconsin.
As usual, I loved Frank’s illustrations,
particularly the laughing horse. Again,
though, his facts are, as usual, less than
complete. In an About.com U.S. Politics
piece entitled “How the Project (XL Pipeline) Would Really Impact the American
Economy,” it was noted that there were
indeed a range of numbers cited by various groups about the number of jobs the
Pipeline project would create. The article noted that it was the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, an industrial lobbying group,
which estimated 250,000 jobs created.
House Republicans have used the figure
20,000 to 100,000 jobs (Speaker Boehner
used both numbers at different times)
and since Frank usually gets his numbers from sources that share his politics
this accounts for his seeming to state
that those are the only numbers to consider. But, as usual, Frank leaves out the
fact that the U.S. Department of State
estimated that 5,000-6,000 jobs would
be created for the anticipated threeyear construction project and a Cornell
University study, citing Trans Canada
documentation (this is the company that
would build and own the project) found
that only 2,500-4,650 direct jobs would
be created for two years. Well a job is a
job but About.Com, in another article,
notes that tar sands oil creates 20 percent more green house gases than other
oil sources and that the Pipeline project,
as presented, would have crossed over
the Ogalla Aquifer from South DakotaTexas and this aquifer provides drinking
water for millions of U.S. citizens and is
used to irrigate 20 percent of the American harvest. So, as we have all heard before “Drill Baby Drill” and don’t worry
about spills.
Mark Coby
Linda Mar

Re: Aliens
Editor:
I started banking with Wells Fargo in
‘82 when I was fresh from the cornfield.
Lately, I’ve ascertained through none-too
subtle observation that they have been
taken over by aliens speaking Chingqwah.
Not the local tellers, great neighbors once
happy to see me and my paycheck, able to
chit-chat in earthspeak.
But in November I sent two significantly sized checks from my WF account.
One arrived. One did not. When I tried to
stop payment on the check that did not arrive, the service people on the phone did
not seem to be able to understand. I did
not realize this was due to the fact that
they were on an alien mothership and
spoke Chingqwah. Finally, I got them so
far as to be able to say “We can not stop
payment on this check.” No doubt this
phrase had been barely memorized from
their earth lexicon. Never mind if I asked
why not, or whether they were going to
pay me two months’ interest on my funds
that they’ve had access to, and I have not,
or if I could speak to a supervisor.
Fortunately, a lovely human at our
branch was happy to help me; unfortunately, branch managers have no authority; they dialed me back into the alienspeak help number. I was told an inquiry
into my missing check would be launched.
A case number was assigned. So happy, I
went home. Two weeks later, I called the
intergalactic 800 number for a progress
update. What? No case number? No record of my three phone calls?
I hightailed it before crop circles
showed up in my dandelions. After a little
sleuthing, I stumbled onto our tiny Pacifica Credit Union that just merged with
the SF Firefighters’ Credit Union, and
which does not nickel and dime patrons to
death in order to fund epic ventures for
the mother ship. They even allow me to
stop my own checks, and have better CD,
home loan and money market rates than
anyone else I found. Unless I want to take
my money to Australia. Which I don’t. Yet.
One city at a time. One planet at a time.
Stay local: That’s my new banking motto.
Elizabeth Zarubin
Pacifica

Support for Jim
Editor:
The news of Jim Vreeland’s resignation
brings to mind all the great things he did
for Pacifica during his 15 years serving on
City Council. Jim was a dedicated member of the Council whose effectiveness
is best told in a list of accomplishments.
These include being a champion for: the
San Pedro Creek flood protection project,
the Linda Mar State Beach restoration effort, the new trail between Rockaway and
Linda Mar, securing funding for erosion
control and trail repairs on Cattle Hill, the
construction of the Calera Creek treatment plant and the retrofit of the solar
panels, securing funding for the acquisition of the coastal strip of land next to
Chit Chat cafe, the tunnel and transportation issues in general as a representative
on the County Transportation Authority,
all things pertaining to GGNRA and making park lands better in Pacifica including
the acquisition of Mori Point, the steelhead fish barrier removal projects at Capistrano Avenue and in San Pedro Valley
County Park, the restoration of San Pedro
headlands, construction of the new police
station, and the skateboard park. This is
not an exhaustive list, but it is sufficient to
highlight some of Jim’s major accomplishments. There is no doubt Pacifica is better
off due to his hard work, skillful leadership, and dedication to his community and
we wish him well.
Paul Jones and Family
Linda Mar
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presented a threat, so they were killed as
a “favor.” But cougars are solitary animals
that require huge individual territories,
larger than the 14,000 acre ranch. The
only way three cougars could have been
there on one day in the middle of winter
would be if baits had been set to attract
the hungry cats. Fresh meat, probably
deer, had been placed in food caches on
the ranch and regularly, to entice these
animals to visit. Once there they were
tracked in the snow and killed. Except for
the big cats themselves there was nothing
innocent or natural about it. Had I not attended last week’s Friends of San Pedro
Valley Park biology lecture at the visitor
center I wouldn’t have seen the lie in the
newspaper story.
Jack Dodson
Linda Mar

Budget numbers or
taxes?
Editor:
This financing city services committee
needs to step back a bit and wait for good
numbers.
It was supposed to advise council concerning the 10-year-long deficit budget.
From where I stand, it looks like this committee can’t add. It is also giving council
some very bad advice.
For months this committee refused to
get a sheriff bid to possibly operate the
police dept. That left over $1.5 million in
potential savings unevaluated. Then this
committee twice voted to support a tax
with incomplete budget savings — the
missing sheriff bid — in front of them.
Thankfully, Councilmembers Stone and
Nihart refused to make a blind tax recommendation and voted to wait until all the
budget figures — again the sheriff bid —
are known and evaluated. Makes sense to
be fully informed.
But I see a growing danger with this
financing city services erratic behavior.
They voted to adopt huge cuts early this
week — gut library hours, senior services,
etc. They made assumptions using incomplete data. Rather than speed up the sheriff bid and wait for the facts, they want
to gut essential city services, all because
they did not have the foresight months
ago to secure a sheriff’s bid.
As the sheriff’s bid drags on, the July 1
city budget approval deadline approaches.
I am greatly disappointed. This entire budget exercise is a botched up last-minute
rush. With gas prices hitting $4.50 a gallon, I cannot afford any city tax increase
this year. With this city service committee ship of fools behavior, I have another
no-tax reason — I do not trust city hall to
manage or PLAN any of its funds properly.
Sharon Vella
Linda Mar

Don’t outsource police

Editor:
As a 50-year resident of Pacifica, who
raised two daughters here and retired
from the Pacifica School District, I feel
that the outsourcing of our Police Department to the San Mateo Sheriff’s Department could be quite detrimental to
our City. Having been an employee of the
School District for many, many years, I
have had the great pleasure of seeing our
police officers visiting both our staff and
students. This has provided an immeasurable service to our community. It would be
very sad for everyone if this service were
jeopardized due to outsourcing. I am concerned that losing our Police Department
could potentially result in an increase in
criminal activity with longer response
times, which would put the safety of our
citizens, both young and old, at risk. Living in a community that has a very low
crime rate and is protected by a dedicated
Editor:
police force that the City of Pacifica is reLocal passions run high about the cou- sponsible for managing, is part of what
gar killed by California Fish & Game Pres- has always made Pacifica such a wonderident Dan Richards. The rancher said the ful place to live and raise a family. The
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Truth about cougars

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
WE ARE THE 99 PERCENT
“Most people can only dream of Wall Street’s shrinking paychecks. Median household income in 2010 was
$49,445, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, lower than
the previous year and less than 1 percent of Goldman
Sachs CEO Lloyd Blankfein’s $7 million restricted-stock
bonus for 2011. The percentage of Americans living in
poverty climbed to 15.1 percent, the highest in almost
two decades.” (Max Abelson, Bloomberg Business News,
bloomberg.net, March 1)
HOIST ON HIS OWN PETARD
For 40 years, it has been illegal to hunt mountain lions
in California, so you’d think the Golden State’s own Fish
and Game Commissioner Dan Richards might respect the
law, at least publicly. But not Dan. He not only traveled to
Idaho to kill a mountain lion, he responded to the controversy over the photo he made public, saying it’s “none of
your business.” Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom and at least 40
state lawmakers have called for Richards’ resignation.
If he doesn’t resign, he can and should be voted out by a
simple majority in the Legislature. For more information
and to sign the petition, go online to credoaction.com.
ROCK OF AGES
Pacifica’s premier preteen rockers, Haunted by Heroes,
open for Y&T at the Fillmore on March 24. They are Brandon Lurie, Geddy Franco, Charley Rutledge, Nick Rigling,
and Chris Rigling. The band got a big front-page splash
in the February 29 San Francisco Chronicle(sfgate.com).
Way to go, guys, rock on!

and served this community proudly over
the years, and I, for one, certainly hope we
keep them here.
Judy Truchon
Pacific Manor

Goodbye Mister Big
Editor:
On Saturday evening, Feb. 25 at approximately 6 p.m. my precious dog, Mister Big was accidentally and tragically
taken from me. While on our evening walk
we were stopped on the corner of Montecito Avenue and Beach Boulevard waiting
to cross the street to head up Montecito
Avenue to our home. A woman in an SUV
waved me to cross first, however I motioned her to go ahead of me. Mister Big
and I were on the sidewalk, on leash, when
someone called his name. We both tuned
to look. In a split second, the driver turned
right onto Beach Boulevard which in a one
way street heading south. She should
have turned left. Mister Big was immediately hit by her SUV. At the scene, many
kind, compassionate, loving and caring
people came to our aid. A woman whose
name was Eileen gave Mister Big mouthto-mouth resuscitation and carried Mister
Big in her loving arms while a man, whose
name I never got, drove us to the Oceana
Pet Hospital. Upon arrival there the doctors and staff immediately went into action to see if anything could be done to
save Mister Big. Unfortunately, due to
his grave injuries Mister Big was put to
rest. Oceana Pet Hospital usually closes
at 5 p.m. on Saturday’s. Miraculously they
were still there after 6 p.m.
I am not writing this letter to garner
any pity. My intention is to alert all dog
owners that even while on leash something
tragic can occur. Keep your pet close to
you and be aware of your surroundings.
Drivers of larger vehicles such as SUV’s
may not even see your dog, especially
smaller ones, and , as in my case, your
dog’s attention could be diverted in the
blink of an eye.
I’d like to thank everyone that responded to my urgent need without hesitation. The people at the scene, especially
Eileen and the unnamed driver, the doctors
and staff at Oceana Pet Hospital, my dear
friends Georgia and Jim, my pastor, David
Yeeles, the Pacifica Police Department,
and the friends and neighbors, especially
Kay and Shaleah, that came alongside me
during this horrific tragedy. Your kindness and love will always be with me. To
Cheryl at the Rusty Hook Bait Shop, thank
you for encouraging me to get another dog
to love right away. You were so right in
doing so. In less than 24 hours I managed
to get enough strength to get to the Peninsula Humane Society and adopt and bring
home a new dog. He was given the name
Wally by the PHS, however I gave him the
new name, CHEWY LU. He is a Mister Big
look-a-like, and I am looking forward to
everyone meeting him. He was a stray and
had been at PHS for nearly 6 months and I
have already grown to love him.
Because of my faith in God, who is sovereign, loving, gracious and merciful, I
can face tomorrow with renewed hope. It
is important everyone know that this was
indeed an accident, and I have already
forgiven the poor, devastated woman who
made the wrong turn. I will soon be writing her to share my news about Chewy Lu
so that hopefully she too can begin the
healing process.
Christine M. Hanan
Sharp Park

Regarding
Jim Vreeland
Editor:
I am saddened to hear that Mr. Vreeland has left his post. He has done a lot to
help Pacifica. Mr. Vreeland has worked
hard for fifteen years and his accomplishments can be seen all over town. Pacifica
will miss him. I wish him the best.
Andy Pappas
Fairmont West

SERRA BOWL BLUES
Serra Bowl in Daly City is closing its lanes in April. What
could this mean for Pacifica’s own beloved Sea Bowl, as
well as Classic Bowl on King Drive and Brentwood Bowl
on El Camino Real across from See’s Candy in South
San Francisco? Watch for more news on this big bowling
story in Horace Hinshaw’s sports column here in the
Pacifica Tribune.

FRIENDS OF EDGEWOOD
The Friends of Edgewood offer free, docent-led wildflower walks at Edgewood Park and Natural Preserve
every Saturday and Sunday at 10 a.m. from mid-March
to early June. For more complete information, wildflower photographs, map, and this year’s schedule, go
online to friendsofedgewood.org or email Kathy Korbholz at PublicityCoordinator@friendsofedgewood.org.

PG&E GAS LEAKS
“Thousands of gas meters and underground gas lines
are leaking across the state of California, and the utility
that owns the lines is aware, but not telling homeowners. An investigation conducted by KCRA 3 found that
Pacific Gas & Electric has gone so far as to document
the leaky gas lines across California with yellow zip ties
as part of its PG&E Leak Survey. Ken Meyers is one of
150 people who works in that leak survey department.
He has surveyed neighborhoods throughout the Sacramento, San Joaquin County and Redding areas. Meyers
said everywhere he has been in the past two years, he’s
found leaking gas. Leaking from the pipes leading up
to the meter outside of houses and on both sides of the
meter itself -- one side paid for by PG&E, the other paid
gas paid by the homeowner. “They feel they’re safe,”
says Meyers, referring to PG&E. “We’ve come to find
out they’re supposed to come out and fix them, and they
don’t do it. We just put zip ties on them and they just
… leak.” According to Meyers, crews either spray the
meter with soapy water from a spray bottle or monitor if
bubbles start to form. Other times, they use specialized
equipment to detect if there is gas in the air.” (KCRA
Channel 3, Sacramento, kcra.com)

NIGHT LIGHT SHOW
The brightest planets in the night sky, Jupiter and Venus, are aligning for a must-see show every evening until
mid-March. See more at science.nasa.gov and
spaceweather.com.
HOME REMEDY
Daily gargling with plain tap water can help cut the
number of colds and respiratory infections you get, and
relieve symptoms if you are already sick. Studies support gargling, whether with warm tap water or saltwater
or water with lemon and honey, as a safe, effective way
to soothe and cleanse a sore throat. (AARP Bulletin)
SWAMI SEZ
“I refuse to believe that corporations are people until
Texas executes one.” (The Swami from Miami)
SITESEER
•Swami Sez segue: Jeffrey Clements’ new book
“Corporations Are Not People”
•South City hot rods, vintage cars: roddersjournal.com
MAYBURRITOVILLE
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

