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Letters
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4/11/20120). The writer concedes that environmentalists were “helpful 40 years
to help protect the air we
breathe”. Apparently he feels
that is no longer necessary,
especially if it costs money.
Maybe in 40 more years we
can breathe all the money we
saved by neglecting the environment. As for Devil’s Slide
costing 2 billion dollars, I
don’t know where the writer
got his information, but the
latest estimate I could find
was 342 million (Half Moon
Bay Review, 2/14/12). I wonder how much money was
lost due to the road closures
over the years. I wonder how
many businesses were lost
The writer completely lost

me with the following: “there
are a lot of other items such
as lumber, coal and others.
You will never be satisfied
until there is not one left
on the planet.” I think the
point is I want to make sure
that there are lumber and
coal left on the planet, along
with all the other natural resources. I would be satisfied
if the babies being born today
will one day be able to look
around them and feel thankful that previous generations
saved what was left, money
be damned.
Ok, about the wind or
solar powered cars which
the writer thinks exist only
in LaLa Land. Imagine for
a moment that you lived in
Livermore, or where ever the
power from all those wind
turbines in the East Bay goes
to. Imagine you have an electric car. You plug it in at your
home to charge it. Voila,

electricity from wind power
making your car go. La La
land is where people live who
let others do their thinking
for them.
Tom Whitaker
Linda Mar

Trail Day
Editor:
On Saturday, April 14, Joseph Piro headed out with his
crew to work on the trails, as
he and Istvan Puski and others do every second Saturday
of the month in San Pedro
Valley Park. They meet at
the Visitor Center near the
end of Linda Mar Blvd. Here
is Joseph’s article and photos
for this latest “expedition”:
We had a nice little group
for the April 14th Trail Day
-- Istvan Puski, Sara Shaw,
Bing Huey, Rob, Bob and me.
With that impressive storm
that blew through on Thursday night -- with incredible

thunder and lightning, heavy
rain and a little hail, too -Ranger David Vasquez asked
that we head up the Brook’s
Falls Trail and check for any
storm damage and see how
things are. There were certainly a few soggy spots we
tried to help, but fortunately
the trail looked in pretty good
shape.
Along the way, we pulled
vines off the little bridge
railings and removed a big
pampas grass (go Istvan!).
We eventually made it up to
the old rifle range via Montara Mtn. Trail and ran into
some super-soggy spots up
there. Perhaps the best part
though was admiring Brook’s
Falls —- you could easily see
all three tiers of it! And the
creek looked and sounded
just beautiful with all the water rushing in it.
Joseph Piro
Linda Mar

Money Matters
Marie Martin
Toward the end of 2009
and 2010, as the holidays
were nearing, I wrote about
the importance of purchasing
all that you could in Pacifica.
I didn’t write about it again
at the end of 2011, mostly because it seems everyone is so
aware and makes every effort to shop at Pacifica businesses. This past Christmas, I
wanted to buy a specific shirt
for my husband. He’s an electrician, and he likes a certain
shirt for work. There was a
place in San Francisco where
I used to buy them, but then
I discovered that Shoe Depot
at Metro Center in Colma has
them. When I was purchasing
the shirt, the woman working there (Patty) thanked me
for shopping locally. I have
it so ingrained in my mind
that shopping locally means
shopping in Pacifica, and I

replied that I actually lived
in Pacifica. Patty said that to
them, that is local. She was
right. I realized if I can’t find
something in Pacifica, I can
most likely find it somewhere
within San Mateo County.
As if to reinforce that theory, earlier this month I took
our dog Spike for a walk, and
Gearhead Bicycles in Park
Mall was my destination. I
had come across a poster
my daughter Joelle had been
awarded along with other top
sellers for a fundraiser a few
years back when she was in
grade school. The poster had
different shots of BMX bike
riders, complete with autographs. I thought I would see
if the Gearhead staff knew of
a kid who would appreciate
the poster. While Spike and
I were walking through the
parking lot, there was a mom,

dad and daughter hanging
out while the son was riding
a bike. Based on the excitement and pride on the boy’s
face, I was pretty sure he
was riding a brand new bike.
Spike attracted his usual attention and pats on his head
from the young girl, so we
soon had a conversation going. The young boy would
be turning 10 within the next
week, and this bike was his
birthday present.
The father said he had
asked co-workers who knew
about bikes if they had a bike
to recommend, and they had
told him “Haro.” So when he
searched the internet, he saw
that Gearhead sold them. He
said they lived in the Westborough area, and he wanted
to buy the bike locally, and
he was really happy to find
discover that Gearhead car-

ried Haro bikes. So, there it
is again ...realizing that keeping it in San Mateo County
is keeping it local. A great
purchase supporting a Pacifica business, keeping the tax
dollars in our county. And
the end to this story is that
the birthday kid was happy
to give a home to the BMX
poster.
Pacifica does benefit from
various county programs,
and we do have our beloved
Sanchez Adobe and San Pedro Valley County Park. Now
my life is a bit easier knowing
that if I can’t find something
I’m searching for within Pacifica, I am both determined
and happy to hunt it down at
a business elsewhere within
San Mateo County because
some bit of the sales tax,
however small, makes its way
back home to Pacifica.

Resource Center supporters
march to City Council chambers
to protest potential budget cuts
Supporters of the Pacifica Resource Center carried small lights or held up
candlelight apps on their
smart phones during their
one-block march to City
Council chambers to protest
city budget cuts that could
affect the Resource Center.
In all, 74 people showed up
in support of the Resource
Center and against any cuts
to its funding and 1461 people
had signed a similar petition
online. Anita Rees, director of the Resource Center,
said the latest information
coming from the last budget
study session indicated the
council members were trying to find a way to not cut
the Resource Center and

she thanked them for that.
“We recognize the City
Council’s long term support
for the last 40 years,” she
said.
The board of directors
of the Resource Center met
to come up with a detailed
plan to stay in operation despite a potential 20 percent
loss of funding, but with
some significant cuts to services and some reductions
of hours. Those cuts could
potentially include the Back
to School and Thanksgiving
programs, closing the office
on Fridays, and could affect
the Resource Center’s ability to use other leveraged
resources.
— Jane Northrop

Wandering &
Wondering

Fireball Rocks Norcal
About 8 a.m. Sunday a fireball streaking across Northern
California and Nevada skies broke the sound barrier,
causing a sonic boom that rattled nerves and windows.
Scientists say it was a meteor entering Earth’s atmosphere
and breaking up. Various amateur videos are appearing on
the Internet, and scientists are searching for any part of
the projectile that might have survived the explosion and
landed. One expert says the flaming object was no bigger
than a minivan, but it lit up the early-morning sky and
hundreds of police and emergency switchboards. Up at
Tahoe, the meteor boom was the talk of the lake. Apparently, this meteor was not part of the previous evening’s
Lyrid meteor shower.
Oceana Tennis Courts Reopen May 1
“You may remember a Pacifica Riptide thread a few
months ago about reopening the Oceana High School
tennis courts. I thought then that it was imminent, but

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
It’s easy for your mind to wander and get caught daydreaming,
Aries. That’s because you are feeling a little restless and in need
of a change. A vacation may just do it.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, though you’re intent on saving money, some situations
arise that will require you to open your wallet. But you can handle these unforeseen expenses.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, sometimes you are misunderstood and that can leave
you feeling frustrated. It’s best not to change a thing, though,
because you want friends who appreciate you for you.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Exciting prospects are on the horizon, Cancer. This is something
you have been looking forward to for quite some time, and you
can only count the days until you get news.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you have to fight for what you believe in, even if that means
being unpopular with some friends and family members. Stick
with it and you’ll like the results.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, though it seems like you are caught between a rock and a
hard place, there is a way out. It just may mean swallowing your
pride -- something you may not find easy.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, accept help on an important project and things will go
swimmingly. Just be sure to reciprocate that assistance down the
line to show appreciation.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, sometimes the things you believe to be a big deal really
aren’t a big deal at all. Simply changing your perception about
things can bring on real change.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
The biggest lesson you can learn is how to deal with conflict in a
productive way, Sagittarius. If you look at your track record, you
just may find that the old way isn’t working.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, you have a full plate but somehow you always manage to pull through -- even when you are all on your own with
the work. Start scheduling a day off.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you have to be in the mood to finish some projects
around the house. Procrastination won’t help, but a plan of attack can help you get everything done.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, think about ideas for the future if what you are doing
right now is not very exciting. Having a plan can keep you motivated.

Famous Birthdays
MAY 13
Robert Pattinson, Actor (26)

MAY 17
Bob Saget, Actor/Comic
(56)

MAY 14
Miranda Cosgrove, Actress (19) MAY 18
Tina Fey, Writer/Actress (41)
MAY 15
David Charvet, Actor (40)
MAY 16
Pierce Brosnan, Actor (59)

MAY 19
Nora Ephron, Screenwriter
(71)
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“I saw your ad
in the Tribune!”
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Supporters of the Pacifica Resource Center marched to City
Council Chambers Monday to protest potential budget cuts

although the courts themselves were ready, there was an
issue relating to accepting just part of the reconstruction
project. I was told this week (by John Schultz, facilities
director for JUHSD) that the courts will open to the public
on nights and weekends (i.e., out-of-school hours) from
May 1.” (Laurie Frater, school boardmember)

John Maybury
Capital Idea
Wacky ideas sometimes come to me when I swim laps at
Brink Pool. So the other day as I was doing my aquatic
workout, I came up with a solution to Pacifica’s fiscal
follies: Lure a government agency into moving its headquarters to Rockaway Quarry. Okay, I warned you it was a
wacky idea! But really, wouldn’t all those sweaty civil servants in Sacramento or Washington prefer working in our
cool coastal climate? All those disgruntled local politicos
who vent at City Council meetings and in the Tribune’s editorial pages would sign up to become lobbyists at the new
Rockaway government center. Fat-cat bureaucrats on expense accounts would fill our restaurants and motels. The
high-speed rail project would extend right to Rockaway so
we could stop worrying about widening Highway 1. If you
like my pie-in-the-sky idea, call 1-800-FAT-CHANCE.

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Iran’s Gift
Perfectly useful words in the English language that come
from the ancient Persian (Farsi) language of Iran: talc,
bazaar, kiosk, lilac, tiara, azure, shawl.
(Ben Schott, miscellanies.info)
Trifecta
I recently pulled up behind a cigarette smoker driving an
early-model, rollover-prone Ford Explorer with very grimy
windows. On the rear of the big SUV was a National Rifle
Association (NRA) decal and this hand-painted message:
Global Warming Is a Hoax. This guy is obviously much
more than just a climate change denier.
Alandrome: Sleeper
Now that the Titanic Centennial has passed, apparently
not everyone aboard the ill-fated ship was caught in the
frenzy, according to the memoir of onepalindrome-loving
passenger: “Panic in a Titanic? I nap!” (Alan Wald)
Peninsula Progress
Victoria Monroe, formerly of the Pacifica Tribune, has
launched Peninsula Progress, a new weekly newspaper
covering Brisbane, South San Francisco, San Bruno, and
Millbrae. Peninsula Progress is published every Wednesday in print, and is available free at city offices, chambers
of commerce, and libraries in all four towns, as well as
many coffeehouses and cafes. Contact Victoria at:
victoria@peninsulaprogress.com
Paddle Power
It’s time again for Paddle to the Sea, Tuolumne River
Trust’s epic journey from the Sierra to the sea. Right
now is your once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to revive the Tuolumne River. Help bring back the salmon, improve water
quality, and enhance recreational opportunities.
Visit Tuolumne.org.

Senior Helpers
A rash of fatal car crashes with senior citizens driving has brought attention to a graying population
packing our roadways. By 2030, more than 70 million
Americans will be 65 or older and at least 90 percent
of them will be licensed to drive. That’s why Senior
Helpers (seniorhelpers.com), one of the largest inhome senior care companies, wants to raise awareness
during April’s National Distracted Driving Awareness
Month – by giving families a Senior Helpers Safe Driving Checklist. “When elders can no longer drive, they
may start to feel trapped and out of control of their
lives,” says Peter Ross, CEO and co-founder of Senior
Helpers. “We encourage families to monitor their
elderly loved ones with our Senior Helpers Safe Driving Checklist. If they notice problems, they can hire a
caregiver to drive their loved one. The caregiver is not
only the driver but also an extra set of eyes and ears
at doctor’s appointments or grocery store visits. Plus,
caregivers are great companions who keep seniors
social and active.”
New Leaf: Wine Tasting
Friday, April 27, Wine Tasting & Lecture. Darlene de
la Cerna of Classic Artisan Wines discusses Senders
Wines and Cantora, meticulously crafted small lots of
Cabernet Sauvignon and Pinot Noir from Napa and
Sonoma. Learn where and how they are grown and
heart-warming stories behind them. A portion of wine
sales goes directly to children’s charities. Must be 21plus to taste wine. Registration required. Free. 4 to 6
p.m. To preregister, call 850-726-3110, extension 101, or
go online to newleaf.com. The store is at 150 San Mateo
Road, Half Moon Bay.
Swami Sez
“Save the Earth. It’s the only planet with chocolate.”
(Dianne Castell)
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