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so predictable that I hate
to take credit for uncloaking them, but what the
heck, I shall, regardless.
God will forgive me.
Bill Alverson
Sharp Park

Selfdestructive
path
Editor:
Tom Parker is a far-left
liberal who has to revert
to insults to get his point
across. The same tactic
the
environmnentalists
use as well as the crowd
that protested on Wall
Street. It wound up costing the city millions of dollars to clean up the mess
after it was dispersed.
Al Gore was quoted as
saying people are polluting the air and that if we
did not clean up the air
the world would end in
10 years. That means we
only have less than four
years before the planet
dies.And yet the EPA is
the worst department in
government. The Sierra
Club, along with the environmentalists keep adding to their false claims
and people believe them.
What is so wrong about
oil usage? Please, someone, tell us. There is no
scientific proof that people, oil or coal consumption contributes to the air
we breathe. The quality of
life has improved over the
past 30 years. We are living longer and medicine
hs improved to the greater
good. We have more trees
now than when the country was formed.
Environmentalists are
part of the problem that
has California so far in
debt it will never recover.
They keep voting for the
same crowd in Sacramento and Pacifica.
This state had one of
the top educational systems in the country 20
years ago. Now we have
Washington’s education
department and the teachers’ unions dictating to

California how to run its
educational system and
it’s not working. We do
have good teachers. If we
left them alone I’m sure
they would continue to do
a good job.
The country is already
on a self-destructive path.
California has a $16 billion
deficit — that’s what they
would like you to believe.
They do not mention the
$20 billion that was borrowed from the federal
government to pay for
Goverunemployment.
nor Brown is now asking
to raise taxes. He did not
mention cutting spending. The country is going
down fast due to liberal
Democrats and Obama’s
decisions that have led to
a $17 trillion deficit. And
Obama Care will finally
ruin this country. There
are an estimated 14 million people out of work.
The Bay Bridge cost three
times what was stated,
Devil’s Slide four times
the amount stated and
then there is the highspeed train that Florida
refused but not Governor
Brown that will cost $50
to 70 billion.
So, Mr. Parker, what’s
your answer to this mess?
The problem is not the
oil or trees or the wealthy
or birth control pills and,
definitely, not the environment. It is the national
debt, unemployment and
too much government in
our lives.
Gerald Belliveau
Linda Mar

A good man
Editor:
On Sunday, May 20,
Pacifica and the world lost
a good man. Dante Santora passed away at age
96. Dante was a fixture
at Kerry’s Coffee Shop up
until he couldn’t be there
because of health problems. He always sat at the
rear counter seat, always
with someone he knew
from baseball or just from
the neighborhood, telling stories of growing up
in North Beach with Joe
DiMaggio or baseball in
general.
Dante was a kind and
gentle man who would
always say “have a seat”
and the stories would just

follow. Minutes could turn
into an hour while one listened to wonderful stories
that were this man’s life.
I met Dante a few
years ago at Kerry’s and
instantly we hit it off. He
would say to me “I want
you to come to lunch
with me and meet a few
friends.” I went. Little did
I know how many friends.
I think it was over 100 and
the group was called the
“Friends of Marino Pieretti,” all wearing these
green jackets. Dante sat
me at the head table with
himself and the rest of
the guys who started this
group. I had a great time
that day. And have been
going ever since.
Santora
reDante
minded me of my grandfather, that dying breed of
good, decent men proud to
help anyone who needed
it. He will be missed by a
lot of people but will always be in their hearts.
I’m very lucky to have
known this man, as are
many. Hit a homer in
heaven, Dante.
Ted Hay
Linda Mar

Praise the
Messenger
Editor:
Too often we read
things we do not agree
with in the Pacifica Tribune and blame the messenger.
Or blame the
messenger for not giving
us more of our side of the
story.
But without the messenger, we wouldn’t get
the story in the first place,
like it or not. Let’s face
it, the Tribune is our best
source of local news — live
meetings and TV help but
most of us just read about
it in the paper.
Unlike other local papers, the Tribune is entirely locally written and
produced, no recycled national news that you can
find elsewhere. And unlike
other neighboring dailies,
the news stand price has
not gone up and it still
publishes with the same
frequency as when it was
founded. You can still go
in and talk with the publisher without an appointment and she answers

From the E&P
Elaine Larsen
Pacifica Tribune Editor & Publisher

Sign of the times?
I’m the first to admit it. I am
not entirely digitally literate although I did get my first iPhone
from the Linda Mar Radio Shack
a few weeks ago (great deal,
thanks guys), but the overall
online world is still something
I’m learning. And the Tribune is
moving ahead too on providing
that kind of immediate advertising.
But when it comes to oldschool advertising I can say this:
Pacifica is lucky to have two
strong venues: the Pacifica Tribune and Pacifica Community
Television-Channel 26. We’re
probably the only town in the

Bay Area that can boast that it
has that kind of local media access. And in the Tribune’s case
for the past 50-plus years. And
PCT has been around for many
decades as well.
Two great advertising venues. Unique in the Bay Area.
So why do we have so many,
pardon the expression, tacky
signs all over town?
I live here too and hear all the
time about the efforts to promote Pacifica as a tourist community.
What do out-of-towners think
of our proliferation of tacky
signs all along the highway?
Think Tijuana.
Or Los Angeles with its miles

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Hill Helps Ratepayers Fight PG&E

phone calls faithfully.
If you don’t like what
you read, take up the paper’s latest offer —give
her some research along
with your praise or beefs
—and she will consider
finishing the story for
you, anonimously if you
prefer. Of just put your
thoughts down in this Letters colulmn--most people
I know turn here to read
right after the front page.
The Tribune is one of
the best weeklies in California, entirely locally
written, fair minded and
winner of many awards.
So subscribe for yourself
and your friends, advertise when you can and
when shopping at one of
our advertisers’ stores,
say, “I saw it in the Tribune.”
Anna Boothe
Park Pacifica

Bravery
Editor:
I just re-subscribed to
the Tribune thanks to my
mother-in-law’s
generous birthday gift. Thanks,
Rosie!
I had let my subscription lapse because I just
wasn’t seeing serious coverage of Pacifica’s serious
problems. But then two
weeks ago Elaine Larsen
did a piece about why Sue
Digre’s mantra “the environment is our economy”
is a failure. Bravo, Elaine.
This is the kind of news
coverage and editorial
we need in a time when
this city is facing possible
bankruptcy.
Ten-plus years of Sue
Digre is about all Pacifica
can take. Thanks to her
and her buddies, Jim Vreeland and Pete DeJarnett
and their anti-business,
anti-development policies
we are in deep deep do-do.
Can you smell it?
It also took courage for
Elaine to say that many of
our budget problems relate to burdensome union
contracts. If we are going
to get through this mess
we’re going to have to be
honest as to what is really
pushing us towards insolvency.
Thank you again for
your bravery, Elaine.
Bob Hutchinson
Pacifica
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ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, your ambition will take you to new places this week.
Channel your energy in a constructive method to make the
most of this renewed vigor.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, now is the time to do slow and steady work, rather than
experimenting with new methods. You’ll have time for fun and
some trial and error later on.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, for some reason you feel compelled to get started on
something new in the next few days. This may be a job or a
relationship -- only time will unveil the secrets.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you will need to take an intellectual approach to solving
what has been troubling you recently. Lists and careful consideration might be necessary.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
You have to approach someone who hasn’t been doing his or
her share of the work, Leo. Tread gently because there could be
a very good reason why this person has been floundering.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Open yourself up to a new line of thinking, Virgo. There are
many different possibilities that you may have overlooked before now. Try to expand your horizons.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Embrace spontaneity this week, Libra. It could turn out to be
something exciting and fun, which is just what you need at this
time in your life.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, take a step back and allow an upset family member a
little breathing room this week. It’s best not to add fuel to the
fire in this particular situation.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Get out and try to meet some new people, Sagittarius. Constantly add to your collection of networking contacts, because
you never know when you’ll need to call in a favor.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, though you can see quite clearly what you need to
do this week, you may have to refrain from taking any action for
some time. Try to be patient a little longer.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, things have been going your way and you are getting
more and more excited about the future. This influx of enthusiasm is just what you need.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Your big ideas are highly valued, Pisces. Let others know what
you are thinking and don’t be surprised if others ask for your
advice.

Famous Birthdays
JUNE 10
Shane West, Actor (34)

JUNE 14
Steffi Graf, Athlete (43)

JUNE 11
Hugh Laurie, Actor (53)

JUNE 15
Neil Patrick Harris, Actor (39)

JUNE 12
DJ Qualls, Actor (34)

JUNE 16
Phil Mickelson, Golfer (42)

JUNE 13
Ally Sheedy, Actress (50)

of billboards and bus stop advertisements.
It’s certainly not what Santa
Barbara or, even closer to home,
what Half Moon Bay or Capitola
would allow.
So, why do we?
The city of Pacifica has a
Code Enforcement Program in
place, but it’s not as effective as
I think it should be. Should we
enact even stronger laws about
our city’s appearance? What
good is it to talk about marketing ourselves to outsiders when
we allow our own people to ignore all basic ideals of decorum.
I am particularly incensed
when certain merchants and
haulers park their vehicles
alongside Highway 1 advertising
their wares, for example, along
Highway 1 in Fairway Park. And
the field alongside Gorilla BBQ
in Vallemar is one of the worst.
And even the chain link fencesaround Denny’s. You all know
who you are.
It’s tacky. And it’s not right.

For this crucial vote in L.A., our outreach staff helped
mobilize more than 10,000 Angelenos to send messages
to City Council, and volunteers generated more than
1,000 phone calls to council members. The L.A. Times
ran an editorial supporting our cause. And before the
vote, we held a rally at City Hall and then testified at
the hearing, hand-delivering thousands of bag ban petitions. With grassroots power and a lot of hard work,
we were able to push past the chemical industry and
its expensive lobbyists and misinformation campaigns.
We can use this momentum to ban the bags statewide,
but it’s not going to be easy. The American Chemistry
Council spent millions in 2010 to defeat a statewide
ban, and we can only expect more of the same. Already,
industry groups are making noises about a potential
lawsuit in L.A., challenging the bag ban. These guys
just won’t give up — but neither will we. And with you
on our side, I know that we can win a statewide bag ban
for California — keeping millions of pieces of plastic
trash away from our beautiful coast, the Pacific Ocean,
and its wildlife. If you want to keep the momentum going, you can send a message to Governor Jerry Brown
today, asking him to support a statewide ban.” (Dan
Jacobson, Legislative Director, EnvironmentCalifornia.
org)

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. has set aside $200 million as
a down payment on fines that the utility expects to be
assessed as a result of three separate investigations
by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
into the 2010 fatal gas pipeline explosion in San Bruno.
Currently, all fines in CPUC penalty proceedings are
required by statute to be deposited into the state’s
general fund. PG&E has proposed that ratepayers
pay 95% of the cost, estimated at more than $5 billion
for the first phase of upgrading its gas transmission
pipeline. The cost of the second phase is estimated to
be as much as $9 billion. Assemblyman Jerry Hill is
introducing legislation to offset costs to ratepayers.
Under Assembly Bill 478, which Hill introduces on
May 29, CPUC will apply the money that PG&E is fined
to the first phase of the pipeline installation project,
saving ratepayers at least $660 million. Info: Aurelio
Rojas, Communications Director for Assemblyman Hill, Cannabis Wellness Center
916-319-2019 or 916-747-3199 (cell).
In the latest installment of PCT 26’s award-winning TV
show Wavelength, genial host Ian Butler interviews
Archie and Goldie Judan from the Cannabis Wellness
L.A. Bans Plastic Bags
Center, Pacifica’s first medical cannabis collective
“Los Angeles has become the biggest city in the
(thecannabiswellnesscenter.com). The program airs
country to ban disposable plastic bags. When the ban
Monday, June 4 at 6:30 p.m. on PCT, Comcast cable
goes into effect, one in four Californians will be living
channel 26. You also can catch the show online anytime
bag-free. Bags are now banned in 48 California comby clicking vimeo.com/channels/wavelength
munities — thanks in no small part to your support.
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Our Beaches Ace the Test
Heal the Bay’s annual survey of 650 West Coast
beaches tests for bacteria and pollution seeping into
coastal waters from sewage plants, industry, and urban
runoff. Pacifica’s beaches scored straight A’s. So did
several other beaches on the coastside and bayshore.
See the full Beach Report Card at brc.healthebay.org.

Inner Edirot
Was this another one of those darn collegiate pranks?
“Michaela Shunick, 22, was last seen May 19 leaving
a house in a neighborhood popular with students on a
bicycle.” (Chronicle News Services, May 27)

Tooth Truth
About age 6, a child’s so-called milk teeth are replaced
by 32 adult teeth: eight incisors, four canines, eight
premolars, and 12 molars -- four of which are called wisdom teeth. (Ben Schott, miscellanies.info)

Siteseer
•Check out this cool cosmic zoom: htwins.net/scale2
•Bay Area steam trains,
Niles Canyon Railway: ncry.org

Swami Sez
“If you want to know what God thinks of money, just
look at the people he gave it to.” (Dorothy Parker)

Mayburritoville
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

