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Commuting to School: Pitching
in to reduce traffic in Pacifica
BY DON HORSLEY AND WENDY S.
TUKLOFF
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Pacifica, a city of about
40,000 people, is often referred to as a “bedroom community” because the bulk of
working residents climb into
their cars or get on a bus every morning and head out of
town to jobs throughout the
Bay Area. Without a train or
BART station, public transportation is pretty much limited to SamTrans.
In addition to the morning
rush hour, which changes the
nature of northbound Highway 1 (also known as the Lou
Papan Highway in Pacifica),
two high schools, five elementary schools and several private schools put additional
families on the road.
The county’s public transportation bus system, SamTrans, has fairly extensive
routes through Pacifica and
many families take advantage
of the coordinated schedules
that allow students to reach
their local schools. However,
families with very young children tend to avoid reliance on
the public buses. The schools
themselves do not have their
own bus system, having long
ago succumbed to budget difficulties.

The long-gestating project
to widen Highway 1 between
Fassler Avenue and Reina del
Mar Avenue is far from finalized. While it is intended to relieve rush-hour congestion on
that stretch of roadway, there
continues to be broad controversy in the community over
whether or not it is a viable solution. Regardless of the proposed project, no one argues
that Highway 1 has a morning
commuter bottleneck.
One topic that consistently
arises during public debates
about traffic in Pacifica is the
anecdotal observation that
school families place an additional and observable pressure on traffic patterns in the
morning. It is something that
has been discussed for many
years, as working commuters point out that during the
summer months getting out
of Pacifica seems to be much
simpler than it is during the
school year.
This is something we believe can be addressed in a
common-sense, helpful manner with some assistance from
the Peninsula Traffic Congestion Relief Alliance.
If half the cars driving back
and forth in Pacifica on school
mornings were eliminated
from the traffic congestion,
there would be a noticeable

change.
In the past, local schools
were reluctant to participate
in carpool projects because of
liability concerns. School administrators did not want to
become involved in the very
personal decision families
must make in order to effectively share school transportation responsibilities. Understandably, only a handful
of parents have taken it upon
themselves to make the carpool commitment.
We think the families of Pacifica will be receptive to the
Peninsula Traffic Congestion
Relief Alliance’s various programs to help plan and participate in carpool efforts. For
one thing, there’s a $25 gas
card available to participants.
There is also a new and comprehensive database available
to help out with connecting
people.
This program is good for
any and all families who are
faced with driving their children to and from schools.
All you have to do is make a
commitment with at least one
other family to drive half the
time and you’ll be rewarded.
You’ll be teaching your students about a sustainable,
easy environmental program
that takes cars off the road
and eliminates pollution. You’ll

also be helping the City of Pacifica address a traffic congestion problem in the easiest,
most painless manner.
We encourage families in
Pacifica to take advantage of
this program, whether your
students attend public or private schools. Many families
are part of school communities outside of Pacifica and
this carpooling project applies
equally to them. As long as you
are transporting at least two
kids from two different households to one school a minimum
of two days a week, you’re
eligible to earn a one-time gas
card incentive.
Contact the Peninsula
Traffic Congestion Relief Alliance at 650-588-8170 or visit
the agency’s website at www.
commute.org for all the details.
Share the information with
your neighbors and friends
through Facebook, conversations or any way you want.
Team up to do something positive about traffic congestion in
Pacifica.
Don Horsley is the San
Mateo County Supervisor
representing the Third District
Wendy S. Tukloff, Ed.D. is
the Superintendent of the
Pacifica School District

Our Enviroment is our Ecology
Ten thousand people participated in Earth Day in Pacifica. Two whales were seen
frolicking near by.
Yes, our natural assets are
special and alluring.
Yes, I coined the phrase,
“our environment is our
economy.”
In my view, environment
means all of the following: the
ocean, rolling hills, creeks,
trails, history, arts, music,
poetry, Spindrift Theater,
pier, sports, recreation of
all types, resident activism
and volunteerism, numerous
small businesses and busi-

ness enclaves. What we don’t
do is market ourselves well
enough to get money into our
local cash registers.
That’s what “our environment is our economy” means.
It is a call to appreciate what
we have and to market, not
mar it.
Our community profile is
unique and dynamic.
There are some who continually try to make a case
that Pacifica is pathetica and
does not progress.
On the other hand, I
believe the majority of us
continually appreciate the

Water Works
Linda Corwin
The April meeting of the
North Coast County Water
District began by addressing
a letter they received from
the Humbolt Bay Municipal
Water District. With the closing of two pulp mills, they are
currently using less than 20
percent of their historic permitted use. In order to keep
their rights to that water
and to make up for the lost
revenue, they are exploring
the idea of partnering with
a water agency in northern
California who is in need of
additional supply. Although
the NCCWD is still well under their allotment, there are
other agencies that could use

more water. This will be an
interesting story to follow,
especially to see what proposals emerge about how to
bring that water down here.
The Board was presented
with information about refinancing a bond which was
taken out in 2003 for improving our water facilities.
Refinancing the outstanding
amount could save the District as much as $450,000.
The Recycled Water Project is nearing completion.
With some software changes
to the Calera Creek UV light
disinfection system, the permit from the State Department of Health is expected to

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Murder of Crows
Animal groups have some pretty weird names, like a murder of crows. Check out the list at thealmightyguru.com/
Pointless/AnimalGroups.html. Don’t miss the really funny
one on the bottom line. And faithful Wandering & Wondering reader Jeff Bagshaw suggests “a slick of teabaggers.”

My Turn
Councilmember Sue Digre
diamond in the rough, continually prefer to polish what
we have and to work together
to uncover ways to empower
our prized assets to create an
ongoing revenue stream.
A positive, solution-oriented spirit is freeing and
productive in the here and
now.
Let “our environment is
our economy” broaden our
vision and energize us to un-

leash our numerous assets.
Our history and our cultural venues are powerful and
call out for more residents to
embrace them.
Thanks to all who cherish and protect our natural
environment, preserve and
re-enact our history, fill our
city with song, art, poetry,
sports, live theater and run
local businesses. You are all
Pacifica treasures.

be approved within a month.
Meanwhile, a few pieces
of retrofit work need to be
done on the piping to enable
the recycled water to flow
to Oceana High School, IBL
Middle School and Fairway
Park. This work is scheduled
to begin as soon as school is
out, and this long awaited
project should be operational
by summer.
Work is continuing on the
Devil’s Slide Tunnel Water
Project. Water is now available at a hydrant on the job
site for the first time since the
project started. The installation of piping for the West
Alignment, along Highway 1,
will begin soon. The method
of maintaining water circulation to the tunnels in order
to prevent stagnation has
been revised. This will cause

some extra engineering work
because of the need for a different type of pump, but the
new pump will be more compatible with the others in the
system.
The Personnel Committee
has been meeting to create an
employment agreement for
the new General Manager.
During a Closed Session,
the new agreement was discussed with the Interim General Manager. No action was
taken in the Closed Session
as some language needed to
be slightly revised. It is expected that this will be accomplished soon and that the
final form will be approved by
the General Manager and the
Board before the next meeting which will be May 16 at
7 p.m. at the District office,
2400 Francisco Blvd.

Light at the End of the Tunnel
I keep hearing good news about the Devil’s Slide Tunnels opening earlier than scheduled (maybe this summer), and the possibility of a pedestrian stroll through
the tubes before they open to vehicular traffic. The Little
Birdie tweets that discussions are under way, so stay
tuned.
Coastside Strummers Ukulele Band
“The Coastside Strummers, Pacifica’s own ukulele group,
has an informal jam on the second Sunday of every
month from 1 to 2 p.m. at Linda Mar Beach. Julie W.
Jones and Laura Siegel are participants. It’s an afternoon
of great music not to be missed.” (Tom Sullivan)

Coyote Standoff
Scott and Patty McKellar’s puppy encountered a young
coyote in the McKellars’ Linda Mar hillside yard. The canids were nose to nose, separated only by a cyclone fence.
Patty intervened and got the puppy indoors before things
went sideways.

Capital Idea
“With regard to your idea to move a government agency
into Rockaway Quarry, I think it would have to be a state
agency. Pacifica is way too far to the left of the country
to get bipartisan support for a federal agency. But your
idea gave me a thought the other day while I was swimming at Brink pool: Move Washington to the center of
the country. It would be a great opportunity to start from
scratch with an entirely new Congress. With serious
campaign reform, i.e., elimination of unlimited political
contributions and reversal of the recent Supreme Court
decision in Citizens United, our representatives could
actually make decisions based on what they think their
constituents want rather than what their contributors
have paid for — in other words, a democracy rather than
the current plutocracy. And think of the money that
would be generated if Washington were turned into a
giant museum.” (Cedric Collett)

PB2
Recently I told you about PB2, the defatted peanut butter
powder. Niki Wise wrote to remind me that the oil in peanut butter is a beneficial monounsaturated fat that raises
good cholesterol (HDL) and has other health benefits, as
long as it is eaten in moderation (it’s high in calories).

Alandrome: Double Feature
Pacifica palindromist Alan Wald presents his latest two
creations:
•Wal-Mart de Mexico executives are rumored to have
bribed Mexican officials for a federal mandate requiring
local municipalities to provide free streetcar service to all

Contradictanyms
Bolt the door; bolt for the exit. Flog a horse; flog the
merchandise. Garnish a dish; garnish your wages. Buckle
a belt; buildings buckle in a quake. Screen a film; screen
someone out. The stars come out tonight; the lights went
out. Observe a traditional custom; wear a custom-tailored
suit. Regret the oversight; an overseer has oversight on a
job. Fix the gate; fix the horse race. Got more? Email them
to the address at the end of the column.
(Source: Ben Schott, miscellanies.info.)

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you have been working hard and this diligence is starting
to pay off. This week you may experience a setback, but keep
working hard and you’ll handle it.
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, it’s all about your career goals this week. If you run your
own company, use this time to scout for new business. If not,
it’s time to seek a new position.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
It’s an exciting time for you, Gemini. You may decide to head
to the airport and book a trip somewhere off the beaten path.
Otherwise, a series of day trips could be fun.
CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you have finances on the mind, and with good reason
and mostly out of necessity. That is because you’ve had a few
expensive purchases that are tallying up.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, this is an enjoyable time because you are being pushed
along by dreams and inspiration, opening up a score of possibilities to keep you busy and happy.
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, responsibilities and hard work have dominated your
days, leaving little time for moments of pleasure. Things will
even out soon enough.
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you have built up some momentum on projects that are
dear to you, but expect things to slow down a little bit now. You
may need a final push of inspiration to finish the goal.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, if you have been pitching a new creative idea, you will
likely get word this week about whether the idea will come to
fruition and be successful.
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, for some reason the smooth course you have been
on takes a sharp detour in the next few days. Either you can
adjust to the change or be left behind.
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, there are only a few more opportunities to seek a
pay increase. Muster the strength to go into a supervisor’s office
and make your case known.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, if there is an important person you need to see or
talk to, now is the time to do so. Don’t wait any longer because
it will relate to some future activities.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, a shift of the stars brings about remarkable change in
your personal life. Positivity reigns for a few weeks.

Famous Birthdays
MAY 20
Tony Stewart, NASCAR champ (41)
MAY 21
Lisa Edelstein, Actress (46)

MAY 24
John C. Reilly, Actor (47)

MAY 22
Ginnifer Goodwin, Actress (34)

MAY 26
Lenny Kravitz, Singer
(48)

MAY 23
Jewel, Singer (38)

MAY 25
Lauryn Hill, Singer (37)

Do you enjoy reading the Paci•ca Tribune?

Please support the Tribune
by doing business with the
shops and services
advertising with us!
And please tell them

“I saw your ad
in the Tribune!”

Wal-Marts direct from the nearest downtown shopping
area. As Pacifica palindrome lovers would tell it: “WalMart asks a Tram Law.”
•The recent discovery of California’s first reported case
of so-called mad cow disease can be traced to an inept
farmhand who fed his herd contaminated hay. Pacifica
palindrome lovers demand: “Feeble baler -- relabel
beef!”
Siteseer
•Soundtracks and film scores: listentoamovie.com
•Summer internships in Bay Area mass transit: mtc.
ca.gov
•Free museum, zoo, and aquarium passes: discover.
smcl.org
•See which way the wind blows: hint.fm/wind/
Wonky Wisdom
“The big challenge for any retailer is to make sure that
the people coming into the store actually buy stuff,
and research suggests that not scrimping on payroll is
crucial...stinting on employees doesn’t actually save you
money. It just gets you less for less.” (James Surowiecki,
“The More the Merrier,” The New Yorker, 3/26/12)
This article says that smart employers like Trader Joe’s
and Costco have profited by taking good care of their
employees and customers, while clueless companies like
Circuit City (gone!) and Home Depot that slash jobs and
services lose money in the long run. Duh!
Swami Sez
“Read over your compositions, and where ever you meet
with a passage which you think is particularly fine, strike
it out.” (Samuel Johnson)
Mayburritoville
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

