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Taxes
Editor:
For the third time in less
than two years, the Jefferson Union High School District wants to reach into our
wallets. Before concerned
voters blindly fork over the
cash, please, do your homework. Once you have the
facts, you may think twice
before you increase our
taxes. You owe it to yourself and your neighbors to
look at the facts, not the arguments, and then make an
informed choice.
It is a mistake to think
this is about “the children.”
If it were about children, we
wouldn’t need to vote. Measure Y is about MONEY.
Money that you earn and
money the Jefferson Union
High School wants to take
from you.
Using the emotionally
laden cry “Protect Our Local
High Schools,” proponents
say the tax is necessary “To
continue preparing our students for college and high

I had the pleasant opportunity to volunteer for several hours the other week
in Connie’s 3rd Grade class
at Ocean Shore School.
It never ceases to
amaze me that after four
years of college and countless years of homeschooling, I continue to learn new
things. Last week, it was
Oceans Week. The theme
this year was Coral Reefs.
The kids were learning all
they could about the Coral
Reef, its habitat and its
creatures.
My rotation
was teaching about Reef
Buddies. I explained about
symbiotic relationships between some of the most unlikely creatures. The most
popular relationship where
both species benefit was between the Clown Fish and
the Sea Anemone. Nemo,
I mean the Clown Fish, is
unhurt by the anemone’s
stinging tentacles because

helping us through a very
difficult time. After our son
Joe died recently while surfing (on vacation), there was
a surfers’ tribute at Linda
Mar in his honor. We’d like
to thank all those wonderful people-fellow surfers or
friends-who participated,
provided equipment and
/or came out in support, especially the Keatings; Todd
(runs the surf school); the
Pitt, Robison, and Parks
families; and the Ocean
Shore School community.
We’d also like to thank
Columbo’s Deli for their
outstanding service after
the memorial mass at St.
Peter’s; and members of
St. Peter’s who went out of
their way to make it special;
thank you Ellen, Suzanne,
and Kate. Thanks to Steve
at Oceana Market and ourwonderful family members
who live in Pacifica and our
neighbors who all make
sure we’ve got food to eat.
Your kindness tells us
we live in the best place of
all. Heartfelt thanks! Fran
and Ed Quartini, and Elyse
Editor:
Quartini (Joe’s wife).
We want to let everyone
Fran Quartini
know what a great, compasLinda Mar
sionate community Pacifica
is and thank so many for

paying jobs” and enhance
core programs. Most of
their arguments talk about
the millions in revenue the
district has “lost” (as if the
money ever belonged to
them in the first place). No
one seems to talk about how
much the district spends
now and where our tax dollars are going.
According to Jefferson
Union High School District
documents, they spend 97
cents out of every dollar on
salaries and benefits. No
wonder they want to keep
you talking about students.
It is much harder to sell a
tax increase if you know the
truth.
The District works with
a huge budget and employs
over 900 people. That is
not just full-time teachers.
It is part-time, substitutes,
administrators, vice-principals, principals, office staff
and support personnel in
food services, transportation, custodial, etc. The cost
for all these people is astounding. Remember, the
cost is not just salaries. The
cost includes benefits (medical, insurance, dependents,
retirement plans, etc.)
Clearly, the salaries and
benefits are not the same

for each employee of the
District. However, all the
money spent by the District
has one thing in common.
It is money you earned and
money you paid in taxes.
California taxes or Federal
taxes – either way, it comes
from your pocket.
Do your homework and
get the facts. Look at www.
mercurynews.com/salaries/bay-area/2010. Look
at the “Expenditures” section of the School Accountability Report Card (SARC)
for each school. These are
available through the school
district website: www.
juhsd.net Investigate for
yourself and see how your
money is currently spent
before you consider forking
over more.
Measure Y is not about
investing in our children’s
future. Measure Y is about
MONEY.
Brad Roller
Pacifica

Thank you,
Pacifica

take advantage of them, neglect them, and even abuse
them. As a mom, there are
moments when my relationship with my kids borders on parasitism. I often
feel like I am being drained
dry by countless demands,
desires and dictates. I commend myself for not having
called them parasites at
any time even though I may
have felt like it.
While stumped for an
example of commensalism, my daughter offered
this one, “It’s like, like you
know, Angelina Jolie and
Brad Pitt and the kid they
adopted. Like, the kid gets,
like, a lot of benefits, but
they’re, like, ‘like, that’s
cool’” That is just gonna
have to do for this column.
But, my main example
was one of mutualism. As
I watch the parents that
volunteer at Ocean Shore
and all the work the teachers do to educate our kids, I
cannot help but use this as
a prime example of mutualism.
The teachers as well
as the community benefit from the parents’ help.
Whether it be in assisting
individual students, orga-

of its mucous coating, and
the anemone is protected
from its enemies, particularly the butterfly fish, by
Nemo’s presence. This relationship is an example of
mutualism one of the three
kinds of symbiotic relationships among sea creatures
typified in the Coral Reef.
Commensalism and Parasiticism are the other two.
Commensalism is a relationship where one species benefits and the other
is relatively unaffected.
Parasitism is a relationship
where one species benefits
and the other is harmed.
As I was teaching and listening to Connie’s blurb
about symbiosis, I could
see an immediate parallel
in human relationships.
Unfortunately, parasitism is easy to see in human relationships. We’ve
all seen folks we know
involved with people that

nizing teacher luncheons,
running Book Fairs or driving far and wide for the
many Ocean Shore field
trips, the school as well
as the families benefit. My
kids started there this past
fall, and they all have had
great experiences not only
with the staff, but also with
the parents. One parent
assured me that he would
keep an eye on my son during their weeklong trip to
Yosemite, another kept me
informed about my daughter’s travels to Calistoga
and another mom kept me
informed when they were
delayed from their return
from Monterey.
And we have benefitted
from the efforts of the staff
at Ocean Shore. Because of
this mutualistic relationship, Ocean Shore is able
to be flexible and innovative in their teaching which
benefits our children. Despite maximum class sizes,
the teachers and the staff
maintain a small school atmosphere where the kids
feel at home. I am grateful
to all that my children have
learned this past year, and
to all the new teachers and
parents we have met.
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ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you could find yourself daydreaming this week, which
will only make an important decision even harder to make. You
need to focus, or the week will be wasted.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Common sense may be what you use to operate, Taurus, but
this week a little imagination and spontaneity could be the secret to achieving great success in the next few days.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Be careful with whom you share your goals, Gemini. While
there just may be a few copycats who want to steal your thunder, you could find a promotion is stolen away as well.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, explore new ways of doing things this week, especially
in your professional life. There’s always room to grow and a
new perspective might make things easier.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, be careful of a misstep when you move into new territory.
Don’t leak information before you have fully developed the
ideas, or things could get tricky.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Cosmic fog is clouding your reality, Virgo. It is unlikely you will
be able to make a sound decision, so it is best to wait a while
before tackling difficult or life-altering projects.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, there is no time for daydreaming right now. There’s simply too much to get done. Start on small tasks and build up to
the larger ones.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Sometimes the best growth comes from not knowing where
you’re heading, Scorpio. While you may want to have a game
plan, let creative energy drive you instead.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, though right now you can probably get away with
saying whatever comes into your mind, it’s better to stick to the
subject at hand. Censor yourself a little.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, a fear of failure may override your ambition. Don’t
let these feelings compromise your plan for doing something
new and different.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, it can be a little challenging to figure out what is
bothering you, but be patient. The truth will be revealed in due
time. Focus on something else.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you may have some unfinished business to complete,
but it won’t get done right away. Focus on the task at hand.

Famous Birthdays
JUNE 24
Sherry Stringfield, Actress (45)

JUNE 28
John Cusack, Actor (48)

JUNE 25
Ricky Gervais, Comedian (51)

JUNE 29
Gary Busey, Actor (68)

JUNE 26
Derek Jeter, Athlete (38)

JUNE 30
Michael Phelps, Athlete
(27)

JUNE 27
Lorrie Morgan, Singer (53)

C

ongress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
- FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, RATIFIED DECEMBER 15, 1791

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Adios, Acapulco?
Deep Throat thinks that Acapulco restaurant in Rockaway Beach may be for sale. D.T. says the owners don’t
know if they will reopen their Mexican restaurant, leave
it closed, or sell it. They just celebrated 50 years in that
location, but business has been bad for the past three
or four years, and Yelp reviews have not been kind.
Too bad, because we know people who like Acapulco.
(On the bright side, Surf Spot opens June 19 in front
of Sea Bowl, and Pacifica Beach Resort seems to be on
the verge of reopening – someday. Like the entire U.S.
economy, Pacifica startups do “soft openings.” But one
thing is for sure: The People’s Tunnels at Devil’s Slide
are about to go live with BOTH BARRELS!)

Tradition Meets Innovation
San Mateo County Fair (“Tradition Meets Innovation”)
presents free entertainment nightly with a celebrity
roster on the fair’s main stage through June 17. Concert
doors open at 6:30 p.m., with music at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free with a valid fair ticket. Season ticket passes
provide valuable savings and admission to all concerts:
Boyz II Men, The Pointer Sisters, Foghat, Tower of
Power, Evolution, and Night Ranger. Gold Circle tickets
are available for all shows except Evolution. The $30
face price guarantees a reserved seat in the Gold Circle,
with no waiting in long lines for unreserved festival
seating. Gold Circle does not include fair admission,
and only a limited number of seats are available. General admission seating is free with fair admission. For
more information and to purchase season ticket passes,
please visit sanmateocountyfair.com.

Pacifica’s New Latin Jazz Band
New Pacifica resident Roger Glenn, master musician
and entertainer on the flute, sax, and vibraphone,
and son of the late Tyree Glenn (one of 57 notable
jazz musicians in the historic photo “A Great Day in
Harlem”), brought his eponymous Latin jazz ensemble
(with special guest Ray Obiedo on guitar) to Mildred
Owen Concert Hall on June 9, presented by Pacifica

Performances. Roger has performed and toured with
jazz legends such as Dizzy Gillespie, Mongo Santamaria, Rosemary Clooney, and Herbie Mann. Roger’s flute
playing is featured on the Grammy award-winning album La Onda Va Bien with Cal Tjader, as well as many
notable recordings by Donald Byrd, Peaches and Herb,
Bobby Hutcherson, and Mongo Santamaria. Roger’s
June 9 Pacifica show featured his original compositions from his soon-to-be released CD In the Moment.
Info: call 650-355-3444, email RGlenn1054@aol.com, see
myspace.com/rogerglenn, and visit him on Facebook.

Grow, Baby, Grow
First Lady Michelle Obama appeared recently on David
Letterman via satellite from the Map Room of the
White House, offering deadpan jokes about her trademark passion: gardening. Here is Michelle’s Top 10 list:
Gardening was invented in 1822 by Albert Gardner.
Plant avocado, tomato, onions, and cilantro together to
grow a guacamole tree. Eggplants were originally cultivated for use as doorstops. In a lifetime, the average
American will eat half a radish. The largest zucchini
ever grown contained a Starbucks. Later this year,
the Supreme Court will finally rule on tomato versus
to-mah-to. If you have an actual green thumb, it might
be scurvy. Lettuce is 96 percent water and 4 percent
lettuce. The White House toolshed contains shovels,
trowels, and Weed Whacker One. With enough care
and effort, you can grow your own Barack-oli.

Counting Pelicans
International Bird Rescue (IBR) in Fairfield cares for
hundreds of pelicans annually, more than 500 each
year, and all of its releasable birds are federally banded
with a metal numbered band upon release. Pelicans are
large, easily seen, and spend a lot of time near people.
IBR wants to know what happens to pelicans after they
have been rehabilitated and released, so since 2009
it has marked about 500 of the big birds with a blue
plastic band with white engraving. Weekly reports of
live and dead birds have come from Mexico, California,
Oregon, and Washington. IBR needs your help in locating these birds, so it can post this information on its
website, updated monthly at bird-rescue.org

with flawless and immaculate communication. Selected individual will be running a product marketing
campaign, with a team, across India with the position
based in Goa, India. Its going to be a 3 months contract
with all expenses paid which include two-way airfare
to India, room and board. Based on the exceptional
performance, this will result in a permanent position in
San Francisco Bay area at their U.S. office. Minimum
qualification required is an undergraduate degree with
minimum of 5 years of work experience. Real estate
background is a plus but not a requirement. Very
attractive package offered. Please email your resume
with a 15 sentence profile letter with a recent photo.
Only serious candidates apply.” (actual craigslist ad)

Text4Baby
First 5 San Mateo County and text4baby, the first free
texting service, provide health information to pregnant
women and new moms from pregnancy through a baby’s first year. They launch the program at the Dad and
Me at the Park event, June 16 at Coyote Point Park, San
Mateo, hosted by the Fatherhood Collaborative of San
Mateo County. Women who sign up for the service by
texting BABY to 511411 (or BEBE for Spanish) receive
three free SMS text messages each week timed to their
due date or baby’s date of birth. These messages focus
on a variety of topics critical to maternal and child
health, including birth defects prevention, immunization, nutrition, seasonal flu, mental health, oral health,
safe sleep, and more. Text4baby messages also connect
women to prenatal and infant care services and other
resources.

Siteseer
•Cool green science (conservation blog): nature.org
•Devil’s Slide Tunnel first bicycle ride: youtube.com
•Jack the Traveling Cat: vimeo.com/43277130
•Field trip June 16 to Daly City Dunes on San Bruno
Mountain: mountainwatch.org

Swami Sez
“Why pay good money to have your family tree traced
back? Just go into politics and your opponents will do it
for you.” (U.N. Owen)

Immaculate Communication

Mayburritoville

“An international branding Indian company looking for
a dynamic individual who is distinctively good-looking,
elegantly stylish and classy endowed with sophisticated
corporate grace, etiquette and mannerism, embedded

•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

