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O’Neill

celebration?

to toss a little cold water on
some typical conservative
disillusionment expressed
on the page as well. A consistent contributor cites
some figures from the Congressional Budget Office
showing that the previous
administration had greater
revenues and lower deficits
than the current. How true.
Now, let’s apply some
common sense. $2.57 trillion in revenues in 2007 can
be summed up remorsefully
now in one word. Bubble.
The economy was burgeoning – then, all of a sudden, it
wasn’t. Obama had nothing
more to do with that than he
has with the price of gasoline. But in the first year of
his Presidency he presided
over a trillion dollar deficit.
Factually, the government’s
fiscal year starts Oct. 1 of the
previous year. That budget
was prepared by the Bush
administration in 2008.
Can’t get around it. Tax
cuts, foreign invasions, and
lax financial stewardship got
us in the mess we’re in, not
Obama. With some genuine engagement from the
Republican Party perhaps
we can move to solve these
problems.
John Blanchard
Linda Mar

Editor:
I would like to state my
support for Mike O’Neill for
City Council in the November election. I have known
Mike for several years and
have found him to have new
ideas, willing to face challenges, and dedicated to accomplishing the goals that
need to be done.
I have known Mike in his
many roles as parent, School
Board member and as the
Vice President of the Terra
Nova PTO. In his role as vice
president of the Terra Nova
PTO, Mike puts the kids and
the long term goals first and
foremost to move forward.
This past year he helped
Terra Nova PTO raise funds
for badly needed technology
for the classrooms. In his
role as a School Board member, he has in the past raised
funds for the Ingrid B. Lacy
Chocolate Fest. Mike also
serves on the Board of Directors of the Boys and Girls
Club and is working towards
making their Lobster Boil a
success in September. Mike
believes in the kids in Pacifica and wants to see them
succeed in all aspects.
I endorse Mike for City
Council and will vote for him
in November. Pacifica needs
someone that can make a decision and follow through to
make it happen.
Beckie Patane
Linda Mar

Editor:
Is the City of Pacifica
planning any sort of festivities or displays to commemorate the opening of the
tunnel? After all, it’s in our
back yard.
The City has a goal of
wanting to attract tourists to visit our fair city.
Wouldn’t a display of the
engineering skill and design
that went in to this marvel
be of interest to all sorts of
people? There will be people
from all over coming to see
and drive through the tunnel and an advertised and
timely display would be very
attractive.
There will be a display in
Redwood City. That’s fine
but why drive all that way
when the tunnel is here?
The Pacifica Historical
Society would be happy to
host such an activity but
alas, our Museum at the Little Brown Church probably
won’t be ready in time. We
have started to collect a few
items on the tunnel for future displays and we would
be happy to lend them to
help mount an exhibition.
I would love to hear what
other people think.
Kathleen Manning
Kathleen@pacificahistory.org

Support for

Tunnel

Continued from Page 6

Response to
Belliveau
Editor:
Re: Gerald Belliveau’s
July 4th letter titled “Blame.”

Mr. Belliveau’s letter cites a
lot of statistics since 2007
regarding our national debt,
but neglects to offer any
prior to 2007. The growth
of the national debt between
2000 and 2008--when the
Republicans held power in
both the executive and legislative branches of government for six of those years
— was about four trillion
dollars. That is about a quarter of our total national debt.
Any debt that has occured
due to Bush-Cheney’s Iraqi
adventure is on that admistration and not Obama’s. It
is easy to cherry pick numbers to make a case, but
the evidence is clear that if
one wants to associate debt
growth with a President then
most of the debt accrued
since 1980 is the result of the
Republicans’ messianic faith
that supply-side economics
is sustainable.
RegardingMr.Belliveau’s
characterization of California Democrats, every annual budget since 2008 has
relied on spending cuts and
not tax increases to be balanced. The idea that spending cuts are the only way to
decrease debt seems blind
to elementary math. Reducing liabilities is only half the
equation; revenue must also
be increased if government
is serious about paying down
debt. Unfotunately, this approach would make it near
impossible to stimulate the
economy during what seems
to be a double-dip recession.
Andrew Boysen

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica
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Ban fireworks
Editor:
I’ve publicly stood silent
on the issue of Fireworks all
the while knowing that it is a
horrible contradiction to the
health of the ocean and wildlife. On Wednesday night
two PBC members walked
the tidal zone at Linda Mar
from 8:30 to 10:30 to remove
what they could before the
high tide of over 6’ came in
at midnight.
The report I received was
chilling. People were lighting
fireworks on the beach as
expected but many lit them
at the waters edge between
waves watching all of the debris (poisons, too) enter the
water intentionally. Water
bottles, wrappers, and drink
containers strewn throughout the beach were almost as
plentiful as the little firework
sticks, green plastic half ball
containers, firework tubes,
as well as the boxes, wrappers and bags that transported the fireworks to the
beach. After dark even the
well intentioned people (and
some had brought buckets
for the debris) couldn’t see
to pickup their firework debris.
What I learned from this
teams experience picking
up 4th of July litter makes
me realize that having fireworks at the beach is crazy,
unhealthy and against our
values as a community
that cares for the environment. We work far too hard

My Turn

Water Works

Paul Slavin

Linda Corwin

I certainly wish our environment was our economy;
right now, the environment’s in a lot better shape,
and is likely to out-perform
the economy for some time
to come.
Not to pit one against the
other, but, as we search for
every scrap of additional
civic revenue, it might be
interesting to take a look at
some of our environmental
highlights and see what, if
anything, they are contributing to the city coffers.
Pacifica has more than six
miles of coastline, beaches
and bluffs, mostly accessible, occasionally not. Much
of it is stunningly beautiful.
I’m sure all of us have, at one
time or another, paused at
the top of Hwy. 1 and looked
down at the whole sweep
of Pacifica from the cliffs
just outside the windshield,
past the fishing pier and
the golf course, to the bold
headland of Pedro Point far
to the south. The endless
blue of the Pacific on the
right hand, and on the left,
the coastal hills receding in
an ever-changing combination of sun and fog, fading
successive lines of hills like
a Japanese watercolor. Oh,
we’ve got environment and
then some!
Linda Mar, at the south
end of town, is our busiest
beach by far, with a long,
curving, picturesque sweep
of sand and sea ending at

Pedro Point. On weekends
a couple of hundred surfers
are bobbing around the two
foot waves. They support a
couple of local surf shops,
plus a few surf schools,
which adds something to
the municipal pot. The other
big winner, of course, is the
Taco Bell on the beach.
Pacifica furnishes a large
parking lot at the beach and
has been prevented from
charging for its use by (if
I remember correctly) the
California Coastal Commission. One of the major
frustrations of trying to do
anything around the coast
is having to deal with the
jurisdictional snake pit of
conflicting or overlapping
State, County and Federal
agencies.
Heading north from
Linda Mar, just past Rockaway, we come to the largest
piece of undeveloped land,
and the most contentious
piece of real estate in Pacifica: The Quarry! But let’s
save that discussion for another time, shall we? Except
to say that at the moment, I
don’t believe Pacifica is receiving any income from the
property at all.
Just north of the Quarry
is Mori Point, a magnificent
area that rises from marsh
to meadow to bluff, and extends seaward high above
the beach. The GGNRA
controls Mori Point, and has
done a very nice job con-

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Free Speech, Satire, and Racism
Last week’s letters to the editor continued a spirited debate about the nature of free speech, satire, and racism.
This all began with the Tribune publishing Frank Cimo’s
column containing what I consider a racist cartoon of
President Obama as a crying baby. (If you do an Internet
search on “crybaby Obama,” you get hundreds of hits,
including this infamous image, mostly from conservative websites and blogs.) I made my displeasure known
privately to Tribune editor Elaine Larsen, but she
wrote an editorial calling the cartoon “political satire
and caricature” and defending it as “free speech.” I
respectfully disagree with her, but that’s how it goes in
a democracy. I believe in free speech, too, but freedom
comes with limits and responsibilities. The most famous
example of this is the notion that you must not yell “fire”
in a crowded theater. I would add that you must not use
hateful, hurtful images to make a political point. That
is going too far. Most decent, thoughtful Americans get
that distinction; most of us understand the difference
between free speech, satire, and racism. For more on
this issue, please see my next item about a unique new
museum in Michigan.

Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia
The nation’s largest public collection of artifacts from
the segregation era (Reconstruction to the civil rights
movement) on up to the Obama presidency is now on
display at the brand-new Jim Crow Museum of Racist
Memorabilia at Ferris State University in Big Rapids,
Michigan (jimcrowmuseum@ferris.edu). Founder and
curator David Pilgrim, a former sociology professor at
Ferris State and its current vice president of diversity
and inclusion, began collecting racist art and articles in
the 1970s. His collection of 9,000 items outgrew the pri-

structing a boardwalk over
some marshy road, putting
in a few signs and benches,
and building stairs right up
the side of the Point. I’m out
there often, walking my dog,
but I seldom see more than
a few hikers. Pacifica, of
course, receives no revenue
from this Federal property.
From the top of Mori
Point, looking north, you can
usually see quite a few golfers enjoying Sharp Park.
This historic seaside links
course has been owned and
operated by San Francisco
for 80 years, but discussions
are underway that would
transfer control to San Mateo County. This welcome
event could result in Pacifica, or at least San Mateo,
realizing some revenue from
the course.
One of the most popular venues in the city is the
seawall that separates the
golf course from the beach.
It seems constantly in use
with joggers, strollers, dogwalkers and bike-riders.
Entire families, from toddlers to nonna, are often
encountered. The path is
easily accessible from Beach
Blvd. at Clarendon Road,
and offers an easy walk of a
little more than half a mile
to the southern end at Mori
Point Road. It’s a packedearth structure, maybe
twenty feet across the top,
and ten to fifteen feet above
the beach. There’s always

a great ocean view and a
fresh ocean breeze. It could
use some occasional maintenance, a few buckets of fill
when erosional cracks open.
And a bench, about halfway
down the path, would be nice
for a weary nonna. (Maybe
we could borrow one from
Mori Point.) Again, this is an
area we don’t make a dime
off of, and I can’t imagine
how we could.
And finally, just up the
beach from the seawall, is
one of Pacifica’s most unique
environmental attractions,
the municipal fishing pier.
Anglers from around the
Bay Area flock here to fish
and crab in season. For free.
Right now, they’re awaiting the return of the striped
bass, which seem to be running late this year.
So Pacifica cannot look to
its most famous attractions
for help with its depleted
budget. We can try, and we
certainly have been trying,
to extract a few extra dollars
from tourists coming here
to fish or hike or surf, to sell
them a meal, or a T-shirt, or
a room for the night. But it’s
a tough sell these days.
I think we’re going to
have to pay our own way,
with our own money. An
over-abundance of environmental glory is a bonus, a reminder of why we live here,
a thank-you for the hard
work and sacrifice it’s going
to take to keep on going.

vate viewing room on campus, so Pilgrim sought funding
to build a full-scale museum. Detroit utility company
DTE Energy put up most of the $1.9 million. Historical note: Ferris State was founded in 1884 by educator
Woodbridge Nathan Ferris (later Michigan’s governor
and then U.S. senator), a white man in a mostly white
college town, who believed in equal access to education
for all. No doubt he would have been quite proud of his
school for hiring David Pilgrim, an African-American.

removing litter from the
beaches and streets all year
long to turn our back on the
4th of July and openly allow
it. Even people who want to
pick up their firework remnants can’t find them in the
dark. Sand covers up much
of the debris which pops up
into view the next day or the
next, or months later for that
matter. And how much debris is washed out with the
tides to saturate the water
with toxins and choke fish,
birds, and mammals along
its way?
If Pacifica can’t ban fireworks, then perhaps, we
need to restrict them to safe
parking areas where the debris can be collected before
flowing into the ocean or being lost in the sand. If people
prefer to let off fireworks by
their homes then the next
day they need to clean the
mess or receive a fine for littering. What is happening
now is not right.
Pacifica, I enjoy fireworks, too, but the debris
and the toxins on the beach
and on our streets- flowing
into the ocean for months
and months, is not okay.
Can we find a humane and
safe way to celebrate and
agree to do it responsibly?
Just perhaps, people will
learn a little something from
our actions about the harms
of litter to the environment
that they will take home
with them throughout the
Bay Area.
Lynn Adams
Fairmont

The first order of business at the June meeting of the
North Coast County Water District Board of Directors
was a communication from Director Bob Vetter announcing his resignation from the Board effective July 3. The
Board then was presented with all of the procedures and
required deadlines for filling the position. The Board decided they would hold a special meeting to determine
which procedure they will adopt.
The results of the questionnaire relating to the Budget
Based Rates Pilot Study were presented. The data did not
show a clear cut correlation between occupancy, yard size
and water use. The Directors will take some time to digest
the data before they decide on the next step.
The Devil’s Slide Tunnel Project is wrapping up. The
pipes are being pressure tested and disinfected before the
final connections are made to complete the system.
Only a small amount of retrofit work remains before recycled water can begin flowing. General Manager Lemke
was authorized to work out an agreement with San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department for the use of the
recycled water on the golf course.
The 2012/2013 operating budget was presented. By
holding expenses to a minimum and reducing the contribution to the Reserve Account by more than 95 percent
the District will be able to absorb the second increase in
water cost imposed by the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission (SFPUC) without raising rates. The SFPUC
has at least two more rate increases planned to cover the
cost of the Hetch Hetchy Pipeline Retrofit Project.
The special meeting of the NCCWD Board of Directors
was held on June 27 to discuss the ramifications incurred
by the resignation of Mr. Vetter. A memo was presented
to the Board outlining the steps it will need to follow to
fill the vacancy and the options available to do that. They
decided that a new Board member will be appointed based
on an application and interview process. Questions for
the application were discussed and will be formalized by
Director Brown and President Cosgrove. The application
will be available on the District’s website, www.nccwd.
com,at the District office, 2400 Francisco Blvd, and in the
Pacifica Tribune. The deadline for submitting an application will be July 20. The next scheduled meting of the NCCWD will be July 18 at 7 p.m. in the District office, 2400
Francisco Blvd.

Mojave, Palmdale, Lancaster, and Soledad Canyon
(nonstop from Oakland to Los Angeles). If you ever get
a chance to take this trip, or just ride any normal route,
train travel is the only way to go (in our humble opinion).
Two websites that regularly report on detours, charters,
and other rail excursions are trainweb.com
and trainorders.com.

Correction

Even peace-loving folks like fireworks displays, but I
think almost everyone hates stealth bombers who set off
extra-loud M-80s before, during, and after the Fourth of
July. In particular, I think that these insensitive morons
are cruel to animals, which have no defenses against
stupid human tricks. If you don’t know what I am talking
about, ask dog and cat owners how their pets react to
quarter sticks of dynamite going off day and night. If
the critters could speak, they might say, “Get me out of
here.” To top it off, Pacifica’s mad bombers got away
with murder this year. According to published police
logs, only one citation was issued. Zero tolerance, my
arse!

Rockaway bluesman Peter Loeb writes: “You may know
this already, but I thought I’d point out that somehow
a copyediting error made its way into your column.
The book about cooking on your car engine is titled
“Manifold Destiny,” not “Manifest Destiny.” It’s a shame
because it’s such a fun play on words. The first edition of
the book is over 20 years old. In fact, I’m pretty sure that
the recent Click and Clack column is a reprint of a much
older column. I remember reading it some time ago. I always loved the idea of warming your tortillas and refried
beans on your engine as you travel up and down I-5. I’ve
owned a Camry hybrid for over 5 years now. I probably
can’t cook on the engine because it’s barely running at
slow, around-town or commute speeds. I don’t think I
can cook on the battery.”

Phone Banking for Obama

Pacifica Riptide’s Nature Photographers

Call Bonny O’Daniels at 650-728-5671 for upcoming
Obama phone banking opportunities in Pacifica and
elsewhere on the coast. Bonnie shares this wisdom from
The Obama Truth Team Facebook Page: “Fiction -Obamacare is a massive tax increase. Fact -- Obamacare
is actually the largest-ever middle-class health care tax
cut. Only free riders who can afford a plan but don’t buy
it will have to pay a penalty.”

We here on the coast are lucky to live in a natural
wonderland. I post fine nature photography by Stephen
Johnson, Dave Yuhas, Paul Donahue, Erik Piro, and
others on my Pacifica Riptide blog every week. You
are always welcome to check out the flora and fauna at
pacificariptide.com.

Animal and Human Cruelty

Train Ride on the Wild Side
Give thanks for Pacifica’s cool, coastal summer climate,
because it is hot and dry just about everywhere else in
California, as Karen Rosenstein, yours truly, and several
dozen other railfans discovered last weekend on an
unusual Amtrak Coast Starlight train detour via Niles
Canyon, Altamont Pass, San Joaquin Valley, Tehachapi,

Swami Sez
“I have come to the conclusion that politics is too serious
a matter to be left to the politicians.” (Charles De Gaulle)

Mayburritoville
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

