
This week I interviewed
a group of Terra Nova high 
school students who are 
part of a larger Youth Ad-
visory Board, formed and 
officially recognized by our
City Council. Their names
are Alana O’Neill, Eunice
Yu, and Margo Feldman.
They were accompanied by 
the main coordinators of the 
Youth Advisory Board: Glo-
ria Stofan, Ellen Hage, and 
Monica Olsen are members 
of Peninsula Interfaith Ac-
tion (PIA), an organization 

that “creates justice in com-
munities by addressing local 
problems.” The goal of this 
Youth Advisory Board is to 
have both Terra Nova and
Oceana students address 
the lack of activities and so-
cial outlets within Pacifi ca
for high school students. I
was impressed by the com-
mitment these young la-
dies have to helping young 
people in Pacifi ca, partially 
demonstrated by their will-
ingness to do an interview 
during their summer break. 

Pacifica City Councilmem-
ber Sue Digre also came to 
the interview in support of 
the three students/board 
members.

This year, they ran into an
unfortunate turn of events, 
when an open-mic night 
they had planned to be held 
at Spindrift was cancelled 
due to the tsunami threat in 
February. Councilmember 
Digre made a point of saying 
that the idea was still a viable 
one, and suggestions were
passed around the room that 

they not only try again at
Spindrift but also The Chit-
Chat Café (which holds/hosts
musical events) and even 
Florey’s Bookstore.

One of the other chal-
lenges the youth board faces
is the competing schedules
of its student members. Eu-
nice explained, “the kids 
who want to get involved,
these are the kids who are 
doing everything,” noting
such things as softball and 
student council; “It’s re-
ally hard to mesh and fi nd
one date where we can all 
get together.” Even if only
three or five students are 
able to meet, all the board
members make an effort to 
be there. They also all seem
to feel that there is an issue
of time, as many of them 
only have one or two years
left in high school to help
make a difference. How-

ever, they have created a 
strong enough foundation 
to simply pass the torch to 
younger students.

They all seem very well 
connected, and agreed that 
Pacifica is a tight-knit com-
munity. Alana explained 
that she stays well tuned to 
Pacifica events because her 
dad is “on the school board, 
involved with Spindrift, and 
reads the Tribune and Paci-
ficaPatch.com. He’ll send 
me stuff from Patch.” Eu-
nice pointed out, “one of our 
strengths is the communica-
tion that is open to us [e.g.
facebook], but things [can]
get lost in translation.” Even
so, she went on to say, “Our 
generation is savvy, teens
will work tirelessly to get 
what they want.”

They all seem to really 
like living in Pacifica, refer-
ring to it as “one of the most 

beautiful places to live” 
with a climate that’s “not 
too hot or cold.” Depend-
ing on where these young 
women eventually go to 
college, they would like to 
stay here, but they want to
work together to make their 
home more engaging for 
people their age. As Margo 
put it, “At our age, we still 
have our whole lives ahead
of us. We can try a lot of 
things and have nothing to 
lose. It’s a learning experi-
ence. We have tons and tons
of potential to do something 
fantastic, [and] I’m sure we 
can pull something off.” 
Along with the PIA and City 
Council, I am confident this 
Youth Advisory Board will 
do something fantastic, and
I wish them luck.

Email me at ballryan6@
gmail.com to get your profi le
in the paper! Until next week.

NATURE BOY
This week’s Beautiful Pacifica
nature shots are by local 
photographer Paul Donahue.
A great blue heron (top right)
stalks pocket gophers in the 
grass along the top of the cliffs
at Mori Point. Paul says, “The
herons have to compete with
red-tailed hawks, red foxes,
and long-tailed weasels, but the 
gophers are so abundant that 
there is plenty of food for all.”
A Monterey pine tree grows
atop Pedro Point Headlands,
with Montara Mountain in the
distance (bottom, near right).
See these pictures (and many
others) in full color on my blog at
PacificaRiptide.com.

KUDOS TO USPS
Recently I got a postcard ad-
dressed to me on “Rosita Drive”
and no house number. The
sender should have written my
house number and Rosita Road
(not Rosita Drive), but the mail
sorter and my mail carrier Ma-
ria figured it out and delivered
it to me. It’s nice to get such

great service and to live in a 
small-enough community that 
the mail always gets through.
Big thanks to all concerned.

MIND-BOGGLING
As a freshman at the University
of California, Santa Barbara,
in 1964, I paid about $120 a
year for my incidental fees.
Period. Fast-forward almost a 
half-century later: To attend 
UC Berkeley next year will cost
about $12,000. Okay, English
majors, what percentage
increase is that?

WORLD WIDE WEIRD
n In Israel, some 105,000 
people went on Facebook
to protest increases in the
price of cottage cheese. Their
threatened boycott forced the
dairy industry to cut prices 25
percent, further evidence of the 
role of social media in Middle
East unrest and change.
n In China, a brand-new high-
speed train connects Beijing
to Shanghai at 200 miles per
hour. By contrast, in the United

States, our national passenger 
railroad Amtrak travels at 
approximately 45 miles per 
hour, on average.

SWAMI SEZ
“Thanks to the Interstate
Highway System, it is now 
possible to travel from coast to 
coast without seeing anything.”
(Charles Kuralt)

BOOK OF THE WEEK
“The Tao of Travel”
by Paul Theroux

SITESEER
n Summer youth write-a-thon:
826.org
n DNA test deters poopscoop 
scofflaws: dogblog.dogster.com

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifi ca Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club).
Blogger: Pacifi ca Riptide,
Inner Editor.
Copyeditor: Goofbuster.
Teacher: Your Inner Editor. 
My email address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
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Wandering &
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Ocean Views
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What he will
and won’t

miss
Editor:
I am fortunate that I will 

still be here in Pacifi ca until
the middle of August,but it’s
probably time to make a list
of what I will miss the least 
about this city by the Pacific
Ocean and about what I will
miss the most. I tried to do a
David Letterman Top 10 list 
for each, but was not suc-
cessful. So here’s the Top 5 
list for the things I will miss 
the least:

No. 5 — the drivers who
continue to race in front of
our church, school and se-
nior housing on Oceana Bou-
levard, endangering them-
selves, our students, our 
parishioners and the older 
residents of Oceana Terrace 
who take their life in their
hands as they try to get off or
board a SamTrans bus.

No. 4 — the new sign at 
Eureka Square highlighting 
the number of current busi-
ness occupant, hopefully
drawing everybody’s atten-
tion away from the continu-
ing large number of vacant 
storefronts.

No. 3) —the endless lines 
of cars which continue to 
clog the four-way intersec-
tion at Manor and Oceana 
and Manor and Palmetto at 
many times during the day 
with no relief in sight.

No. 2 — the nightmare
of traffic which crawls 
very slowly from the south 
through Linda Mar and Val-
lemar during the morning 
commute and later in the 
reverse direction during the 
evening commute.

No. 1 — the exquisite odor 
of slowly processed sewage
from the Calera wastewater

treatment plant which con-
tinues to waft its way with a
gentle easterly or southeast-
erly breeze across Highway
1 and affects motorists, busi-
ness owners and homeown-
ers alike with no relief in
sight.

In a more positive spirit, 
the list of what I will miss the 
most:

No. 5 — still plenty of 
parking in Pacifi ca for shop-
ping and taking care of busi-
ness.

No. 4 — the Brazilian Bold
coffee for sale at 7-Eleven.

No. 3 — Oceana Market 
and everything about it.

No. 2 — the dedicated po-
lice officers, fi refi ghters and 
paramedics who continue 
to serve this community so 
well in the face of economic 
hardship and budgetary cut-
backs.

No. 1 — the fog and cool
ocean breezes which refresh 
and renew us. Thank you, 
John Maybury, for introduc-
ing us to Fogzilla. I have a 
Fogzilla sweatshirt which I
will take to my new church
in San Carlos. the sad thing 
is, I may never have a chance
to wear it given how warm 
the temperatures are to the 
south of Pacifica.

Father Piers Lahey
Sharp Park

Bob Milne
returns to
Pacifica

Editor:
Bob Milne has made it to

Pacifica. Having dinner at 
the Pacifica Moose lodge last 
evening with his family and 
friends, he entertained us all 
by digging the old piano out 
from its hiding place and per-
forming a few “oldies,” test-
ing out whether or not the 
piano needed a tuning before
his performance here later in 
July. He then proceeded to
the billiard table where he
took on the Governor of the

Moose, Paul Slavin. Bob is 
here in Pacifica visiting his 
cousin, and preparing for his 
benefit concert for the Paci-
fica Historical Society and 
the restoration of the Little 
Brown Church, soon to be 
the Pacifi ca Museum and 
Event Center. This annual 
event sells out on the one 
night midweek performance 
which will be on Wednesday, 
July 20, with the door to the 
Moose Lodge opening at 6 
p.m. and Bob’s performance 
starting at 7:30 p.m. Tickets,
which include a drink and 
a brat, can be obtained at 
Prints Old and Rare in the 
Crespi Business Center or 
at the Moose Lodge. Further 
information is at Pacifi ca-
History.org. Come on July
20 and be thrilled by Bob’s 
entertaining banter and pro-
ficient piano playing.  We 
really enjoyed the few num-
bers he tried out on that old 
piano at the Moose.

Erika Rigling
Linda Mar

To the weed
warriors

Editor:
Our family owns a lot next 

to the highway that was vis-
ited by the Weed Warriors. 
I went out there last week 
in my ongoing battle with 
a patch of morning glory 
weeds and really noticed a 
difference in how nice the 
lot looked. You guys did a 
great job. As the benefi ciary
of your beautification project 
and on behalf of my fam-
ily, I want to say thank you.
You guys are excellent and 
we deserve to get put on the
Rand McNally map thanks 
to your efforts.

Thanks again!
Gil Anda
Linda Mar

Dearest
Santa

Editor:

Who was that guy who
always had a kind word, who 
always had a joke to tell, who 
brought a smile to your face
because of the smile he gener-
ated? Who was that man who 
gave up so many Christmas
Eves to visit so many families
in Pacifica and once again
brought joy and laughter to 
children and parents? It was
Angie Getas (Santa Clause).

Not sure how I met Angie. 
Could have been when he was 
dressed as the Easter Bunny
at Linda Mar Shopping Cen-
ter. Well, anyway, I brought
him to visit my Grandmother
Anastasia for Christmas. She 
was in her 90s. Angie spoke 
to her in Greek, sang “I’ll be 
home for Christmas” and had
a shot of Metaxa with her. Af-
ter the visit in her broken Eng-
lish she said, “where did you 
find that guy?”

While visiting my home
with children under the 
kitchen table, he put pres-
ents around the tree. Then, if 
you listened close, you would
hear that little V.W. start up 
and he would go to another
home. He would visit Nick’s 
during the Christmas season,
singing and telling those same 
old corny jokes about Mrs.
Clause and Rudolph and al-
ways had to have a frozen din-
ner back at the North Pole. A 
few Christmas carols with the 
Nick’s Band and fi nally the 
only Santa I ever met who had 
time to sit and enjoy a shot of 
Ouzo. Who was this guy? We 
joked about his Navy days,
especially when I told him he
made way too many fl ights
without oxygen. His answer 
was always the same, that
those Navy fl ights prepared 
him for those sleigh rides dur-
ing Christmas.

Who was that guy? He was
a selfless, generous soul with 
the gift of laughter that he
passed on to many of us. So
many good times with him. 
The past few years Angie was 
unable to do Santa Clause. No
one has or will be able to re-
place that guy and his friend-

ship. He left a mark on all 
those he touched.

Thank you, Angie Getas. 
You will always remain in our 
hearts and thank you for those 
fond memories of Christmas. 
See you on the next flight
deck.

Chuck Gust
Pacifica

A sweet
surprise!

Editor:
I was sitting on one of 

the benches Sunday close to 
the pier. A mother and little 
boy were enjoying the great 
weather, too. It was fun for the 
littleguy towalkalong the rail-
ing, holding tight. He stopped 
and spotted a feather- picked 
it up and then walked over 
to me and gave me his prize 
— so, so unexpected!

I asked him his name.
“Mickey I’m 3-1/2, almost 4. 
I go to Pacifica Play School.” 
Momma was watching and 
smiling. Made me smile too. I 
told Mickey. “Thank you very 
much I will keep this feather
forever.” Pacifi ca’s beach area 
is full of surprises, I love it!
Hits my heart.

Sincerely
Jennie Pitsch

Annoyed at
fellow

Democrats
Editor:
I am a little annoyed at 

my fellow Democrats. While 
I mostly disagree with Frank 
Cimo’s ideology, except per-
haps on the Second Amend-
ment, I nonetheless give credit 
where it’s due. Mr Cimo at 
least acknowledged that 
Mr. Obama is his President. 
Sorry, but it was quite obvious 
that the extreme element on 
my side of the fence refused 
George Bush that courtesy 
by always referring to him as, 
“your” President or he’s not 
“my” President. One writer ex-
pressed a compulsion for Mr. 

Cimo to state an issue open for 
debate. I believe he did that. I 
am sure if it has any credit but 
Mr. Cimo brought  up that our 
President made fun of those 
shovel-ready projects that 
were promised to us and not 
as shove ready as he thought.
Is that true? While Mr. Cimo is 
no William Buckley, he does 
appeal to a certain aspect of 
our society, and apparently he 
has a following. Personally I 
would ignore Mr. Cimo as we 
have bigger fish to fry.

While I have tried to be 
supportive of the President, I 
am starting to lose confi dence
in how he is managing the 
economy and perhaps Mr. 
Cimo does have a valid point. 
Just recently I had sit down 
with my wife to revamp our 
budget. This entailed cutting 
back on our spending. I sin-
cerely hope Hillary challenges 
him in the primaries since she 
was the choice of many of us 
right from the beginning. You
go girl!

George Darcey
Linda Mar

Lucky
Pacifica

Editor:
We, here in Pacifi ca are 

very lucky our correspondent, 
Jean Bartlett,  covers some of 
our greatest stories. She cov-
ers Pacifi ca from North to 
South and East to West. She 
covers stories about our cats 
and dogs and people of great 
interest, young and old alike. 
She is a wonderful person to 
talk to on a face to face basis.

She really shows an inter-
est in what people have to 
say. She also  make the inter-
viewee feel comfortable. Yes, 
she is a great reporter for our 
great town, and we are wish-
ing she will be with us for a  
long time to come. We are so 
lucky to have her working for
our Pacifi ca Tribune. I person-
ally thank you for your great 
service to our city.

Andy Pappas
Fairmont West 
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