
You may have noticed 
a blue box marked book 
donations in the Safeway
parking lot in Pacific Manor.
I recently received an email
from the Orinda Friends of
the Library warning us of
the danger the blue boxes
are to our book sales. The
blue boxes have the Reading
Tree name on them which is
a company that does give
books to people who need 
them, but the whole story 
is more complicated. The 
boxes are owned and placed
by Thrift Recycling Man-
agement which handles the
sorting and distribution. 
Thrift Recycling Manage-
ment, located in Lakewood,
WA, is the largest used book 
seller in the world with sales 
of 27 million last year. Of the 
books that are collected, 51 
percent are pulped because
they are in poor condition, 
are outdated, or contain in-
appropriate images or ma-
terial. Of the remaining 49 
percent, half go to charity 
and the other half are sold

online for profit. You can 
see that not many books go 
to charity. In the Portland 
area, the Friends noticed
that their book donations 
dropped sharply after the
blue boxes started showing
up, and one Friends group
in Washington had to cancel
their book sales twice due to
lack of donations.

I am asking that all Paci-
ficans please think about 
donating to the Friends of
the Library instead of using 
the blue box in order to keep 
the money going back into 
the community. The Friends 
use the money raised at our 
book sales and at the Book
Nook in the Sharp Park Li-
brary to support library pro-
grams. We charge nominal 
fees for the books we sell 
and provide a low-cost op-
tion for our customers to ex-
perience a variety of books 
and media. Our book sales 
are run by our wonderful  
volunteers and are a com-
munity effort. Last year we 
were able to provide $10, 575 

to the library for programs 
and $1,736 to the Home-
work Center. The funding 
pays for the Summer Read-
ing Program which serves 
children, teens, and adults. 
This summer the cost for 
putting on these programs 
was $4,600. We ask that 
you keep going on down 
Palmetto to the Sharp Park 
Library at the corner of Hil-
ton Way and use the dona-
tion box inside the lower en-
trance (by the parking lot). 
If you have more books than 
will fit in the box, please 
call the library at 355-5196  
to make arrangements. We 
normally have two large 
sales a year, in December 
and May. This year we are 
trying something new with 
a fiction-only one day sale 
on Aug. 20. We hope to see 
you there to pick up some 
end of summer reading ma-
terial. Our libraries are vital 
sources of information and 
entertainment for our com-
munity and need our sup-
port.

I am a conservative fi rst,
I told her, and vote Republi-
can because they best reflect 
my views (well, sometimes). 

While I believe the Republi-
cans lost their way during the 
Bush administration, I have 
not abandoned the GOP; 
rather, I have gotten more 
involved to put them on the 
right path. Remember how 
we all witnessed an historic 
victory in last year’s midterm 
elections as 39 of the 63 new 
House Republicans aligned 
themselves with us Tea Party 
patriots? And this realign-
ment of power in the House 
is the only reason, and make 
no mistake about it, the only 
reason why the President 
has agreed to come to the 
table now and talk about def-
icit reduction, taxes and the 
government borrowing limit. 
Otherwise, if he still had the 
votes in both the House and 
Senate, it would be business 
as usual with absolutely no 
hope of ever getting this fi-
nancial crisis under control.

Then we got into foreign 
policy, a gut issue of mine
and many others as well in 
light of the fact that the U.S. 
is now engaged in war in 
three Muslim countries.

Well,Mrs.O’Shaughnessy, 
I said, I believe in a rather 
hawkish foreign policy and 
one that even some of my fel-
low Republicans and I are at 
odds over. Here’s my take on 
it: Whether you embrace the 

idea or not, we are the “fi rst 
responders” of the world. 
If not us, then who? Who is 
going to repel the predators? 
What do you think this war 
against radical Islamists is all 
about? Perhaps all our prob-
lems might be solved if, in the 
Muslim world, they might be 
willing to step up to the plate 
and form a coalition to fi ght 
back against the fringe ele-
ments of their own society 
that have so tarnished their 
image in the Western world.

But don’t count on it.
Just know that as long 

as evil exits, good men will 
engage in that battle for sur-
vival and be willing to free 
others from the ravages of 
despicable rulers and des-
pots. Notwithstanding my 
opinion, the controversy over 
Afghanistan now is in deal-
ing with the aftermath, leav-
ing many to wonder whether 
our original strategy was 
worth it or not.

But then again, if noted
liberals like Evan Thomas 
believed in the magic of 
then newly elected President 
Obama, shouldn’t we all be 
living in a peace-laden uto-
pia world by now, holding 
hands with our (formerly) 
sworn enemies and singing 
“Kumbayah” together? Un-
like Bush “the cowboy,” Mr.

Thomas and many like him 
believed we finally had a 
leader of the free world who 
could bring us all together 
with his mere presence and 
soft-spoken demeanor. You 
see, it was Mr. Thomas, the 
former esteemed editor of 
Newsweek magazine who 

said back in 2009 on Chris 
Matthew’s MSNBC Hard-
ball show: “I mean in a way 
Obama’s standing above 
the country, above – above 
the world, he’s sort of God.” 
He elaborated on his God 
statement…”He’s going to 
bring all different sides to-
gether...Obama is trying to
sort of tamper everything 
down. He doesn’t even use 
the word terror. He uses 
‘extremism.’ He’s all about 
‘let us reason together’...
He’s the teacher. He is go-
ing to say, ‘now, children, 
stop fighting and quarreling
with each other.’ And he has 
a kind of a moral authority
that he – he can – he can do 
that.”

Yeah, but don’t count on it.
Mrs. O’Shaughnessy and 

I had a nice discussion today 
while I gave her a perm and 
promised we’d talk more 
about the economy during 
her next visit. By then per-
haps, I told her, the President 
might just come to his senses 
and embrace the conserva-
tive Republican’s “cut, cap 
and balance” plan to bring
us all back to a semblance of 
fiscal sanity.

“From your lips to God’s 
ears,” she said.

And that was the best tip I 
had gotten all day…

Contact: franksalon@
earthlink.net or voice
mail at (650) 355-
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ALOHA, PIERS
Father Piers Lahey was one of
my first customers for a Fogzilla
sweatshirt, silkscreened by the 
multi-talented Larry DeMartini.
Piers saw my shirts on sale at
Foodtown (now Oceana Market)
and ordered his own special
hoodie. (By the way, all designs 
are still available – waves,
surfboard, tunnel – just write to 
me using my email address at
the end of this column, and tell 
me your size and whether t-shirt,
sweatshirt, or hoodie). Now I see 
in last week’s paper that Father 
Lahey is moving to a new parish
in San Carlos. I will miss his 
interesting letters to the editor,
but I must suggest to The Higher
Authorities that they should leave
a priest with a perfect first name
like Piers right here where he
belongs, in this coastal burg
with the fine fishing pier jutting
straight out into the ocean.
I mean, c’mon, Your Eminences,
it’s a no-brainer. This is why I bid
Piers “aloha”; in Hawaiian that
means both hello and good-bye.

ABOVE THE FOG
Flying the last mission of NASA’s
30-year shuttle program, the
crew of Atlantis has witnessed a
beautiful display of auroras from
Earth orbit, and more could be
in the offing. Visit spaceweather.
com for photos and geomagnetic

forecasts. In other news from
space, NASA’s Dawn spacecraft
now orbits around Vesta for
a yearlong study of the giant 
asteroid. Dawn’s cameras are 
expected to reveal a primitive
world of desolate beauty from
close range. But as close as Dawn
is to Vesta, you can be even 
closer by holding a piece of Vesta 
in your hand. Authentic Vesta
meteorites are now available 
at: shopspaceweather.com/
asteroid-vesta-meteorite.aspx

WORLD WIDE WEIRD
Did you see the headless woman
in the back seat of the limo 
next to Rupert Murdoch (San
Francisco Chronicle photo, July
12, page A4)? Boy, those News
of the World photo editors sure
have a long reach!

OLDIES TV
Fans of old TV shows are in
luck. Especially if you like
action and drama, you can find
reruns of I Spy, Starsky and
Hutch, The Saint, Perry Mason,
The Untouchables, and Police
Story. There are also plenty
of comedies and sitcoms. In
addition to long-running cable
stations like TV Land and Nick
at Nite (Nickelodeon), oldies TV
stations are popping up all over
the country: Retro TV, TV Me,
Antenna TV. Here in Comcast

Monopoly Country, check out 
channels 21 and 31. Good fun. 
Break out the popcorn and fire
up the TiVo.

SWAMI SEZ
“There is hardly anything in
this world which some man
cannot make a little worse and
sell a little cheaper, and the 
people who consider price only
are this man’s lawful prey.”
(John Ruskin)

BOOK OF THE WEEK
“A Californian’s Guide to the 
Trees Among Us” by Matt Ritter
(order from Florey’s Book Co. on
Palmetto)

SITESEER
n Faux fruit in your muffin:
Google and gag on “fake
blueberries”
n Rand McNally McNavigators 
blog about Pacifica and other 
“Most Beautiful Cities”: 
ontheroad.bestoftheroad.com
n Vote daily to help Pacifica
win $100,000 for a dog park: 
barkforyourpark.com

NATURE BOY
This week’s Beautiful Pacifica
photos are by Ron Wilson,
featuring gorgeous butterflies
of San Pedro Valley County Park
in the back of Linda Mar (see these 
and other nature photos in full 
color on my Pacifi ca Riptide blog).

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club).
n Blogger: Pacifi ca Riptide,
Inner Editor.
n Copyeditor: Goofbuster.
n Teacher: Your Inner Editor. 
n My email address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

LIMENITIS LORQUINI

JUNONIA COENIA (COMMONLY BUCKEYE)

ALL PHOTOS BY RON WILSON,  SAN PEDRO VALLEY COUNTY PARK 

If not us, then who?

“What Washington needs is adult supervision” 
— Barack Obama (October 2006)

After the fourth consecutive day of intense meetings to discuss taxes, increased 
spending and the debt ceiling, issues of epic proportions affecting all Americans, 
it ceased abruptly with the President walking out in a huff and visibly irritated. 
Obama shoved back from the desk and said “we’ll see you tomorrow.”

Meet Lisa, my salon
manager and good friend.
Married to Gunnery Sgt.
Jimmy Campion, a 6’4” 
260-pound active duty
Marine Drill Instructor
and former water
boarding instructor, Lisa 
turned over her customer,
Mrs. O’Shaunessey, to 
my station because she
wanted to meet me and get
my spin on the Republican
Party and other issues. 
While I did her hair,
our conversation went
something like this…

Support Friends of the Library

Frank’s Salon
Frank “Antoine” Cimo

Members of the Paci-
fica Education Founda-
tion presented the Pacifica
School District board with
an $82,244 check to explore
technological and critical 
thinking education in all the 
grades with a detailed blue-
print of what those explora-
tions will be.

In addition, the PEF will 

fund Music Matters in Pa-
cifica, which will maintain 
band instruction for the 
middle school grades.

Lisa Bauer, president 
of the foundation board, 
thanked the parents, busi-
ness owners and other foun-
dation patrons who made 
such a large gift possible.

PSD board member

Joan Weidemen spoke to 
the value of the educational 
concepts.

“We are building a foun-
dation for our kids. Criti-
cal thinking skills need to 
be nurtured. Thank you for 
having the vision of launch-
ing our kids into these stud-
ies,” she said.

— Jane Northrop
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Back row, left to right, PSD Board Members Richard Faust and Mike O’Neill, 
middle row, Darlene Mann (PEF), Lisa Bauer (PEF), Superintendent Wendy 
Tukloff, front row Board Member Joan Weideman, Andrew Meiman (PEF), 
Stephanie McAuliffe (PEF), Board President Eileen Manning-Villar

Pacifica Education Foundation
presents big check to Pacifica
School District board


