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The very near completion of the Pacifica/Montara vehicular tunnel with
the Devil’s Slide multi-use
trail conversion.
There are many other
things I could list but my
travel visa has expired.
I am confident Pacifica
will emerge economically
stable and continue making
incremental improvements
thanks to the universal altruism exercised by Pacifica’s
comunity. Yes it takes a
village.
With all that being said
I shall lift my glass of California Sparkling Champage
and say “CHEERS to all,
past and present, for Pacifica’s awesome continuous
improvement.” May the
force continue to be with
us.
Ron Maykel
Rockaway Beach

Dog Park
Editor:
I was touched by Nancy
Bailey’s impassioned letter regarding the recent
restrictions placed on the
still newly created dog park
at the Sanchez Art Center.
She is absolutely correct
in her summation that the
greater good is certainly
not being served with these
changes in park hours. I
would like to add that, since
its inception there has been
an atmosphere of tension
and hostility that permeates the park, the source
of which appears to emanate from only one source.
It does appear that this
person, in his relentless attempts to thwart the success and pleasure intended
for this park, is not just an
endless topic of speculation,
but the concern that he appears to be actually inflecting his unhealthy will on the
PB&R Commission is casting a dark pall on the park
and making it not so much
fun to be there. I admire
POOCH for trying mediate
but I think the bottom line
here is simply that all of this
nonsense has got to stop.
The decision to have the
park at this site was made
with tremendous debate
and we all need to respect
this decision and embrace
the fact that Pacifica finally
has a dog park and that we
must all put aside our differences and pull together
to make this park a success.
The greater good must prevail.
Leslie Kehoe
Linda Mar

ary case, there are problems with his arguments.
The main argument is
that over the past 20 to 30
years previous councils
have made it their exclusive
quest to make Pacifica an
environmental destination.
Pacifica has many miles of
walking paths, a redesigned
Linda Mar Beach, the inclusion of Sweeney Ridge,
Mori Point and Montara
Mountain into the GGNRA
and even a skate park. And,
to be honest, we do get our
fair share of visitors. The
problem is that it hasn’t
worked as many had hoped
for and our city, fiscally, is
in the worst shape it’s ever
been. I’m sure that some,
maybe even most, visitors
stop to shop or eat, but it
isn’t enough to create that
big of an impact on our
economy.
The biggest source of
revenue for Pacifica continues to be property taxes.
The biggest source of revenue for our local businesses
is the people that already
live here. Tourism does
contribute to the city’s commerce, but tourism is only
one leg of the stool. Pacifica
needs more than one leg of
the stool to make a sustainable economy.
So the main problem isn’t
that we promote our visitor
serving businesses, it’s that
we strangle all other development in an effort to create ever more open space.
And when those other developments are strangled
Pacifica’s economy is throttled as well.
Even more damaging
to this city were the green
schemes this city tried to
enact such as the many attempts to make a civic center with the beach front library at the former WWTP
site on Beach Boulevard ‘recycling’ the council chambers into a new city hall, installing a biodiesel plant at
our ‘state of the art’ sewage
treatment plant and there
was even discussion of a
proposal to create a biodiesel university at the quarry.
Most of these projects took
up time and money, money
that this city is quickly running out of.
Sam Casillas’ rousing
speech could have been
made decades ago, with the
dawn of the Friends of Pacifica. The only difference between then and now is that
this experiment has run its
course and the gains, if any,
are negligible. That’s the
reality. Now we have our
history to look back on and
we can either learn from it
or doom ourselves to repeat
it.
Gil Anda
Linda Mar

Environment Vote for Mike
Editor:
and economy
Like many other of your
Editor:
Last week Sam Casillas
wrote a compelling column
stating the case for basing
our economy on our environmental assets. It’s good
that we have this dialog
because we need to take a
good, hard and honest look
at this. Although he makes
a convincing, even vision-

readers I am happy, and
grateful, that Mike O’Neill
is running for the Council.
Mike has led the Chamber during good days, when
there was a comfortable
positive bank balance, when
we had emphasis on tourism
including a Tour of Pacifica,
hotel and restaurant packaging for the convenience

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Get Fireworks Off the Beach
On Wavelength, Ian Butler interviews Sue Pemberton,
longtime marine mammal rescuer, about why she thinks
Pacifica should outlaw fireworks on our beaches. Watch
the interview online anytime at vimeo.com/45759941.
Fireworks debris pollutes the ocean and harms marine
life. Move fireworks to a safe place where they can
be cleaned up afterward. Sign and circulate the Pacifica Beach Coalition petition to ban beach fireworks.
Contact Lynn Adams at lynn4promos@aol.com or call
650-355-1668.

McCain: Concern for Fact and Fairness
“Rarely do I come to the floor of this institution to
discuss particular individuals. But I understand how
painful and injurious it is when a person’s character,
reputation, and patriotism are attacked without concern for fact or fairness. It is for that reason that I rise
today to speak in defense of Huma Abedin…Put simply, Huma represents what is best about America: the
daughter of immigrants, who has risen to the highest
levels of our government on the basis of her substantial
personal merit. Recently, it has been alleged that Huma,
a Muslim American, is part of a nefarious conspiracy
to harm the United States by unduly influencing US
foreign policy at the Department of State in favor of the
Muslim Brotherhood and other Islamist causes…These
allegations about Huma, and the report from which they
are drawn, are nothing less than an unwarranted and
unfounded attack on an honorable woman, a dedicated
American, and a loyal public servant. These sinister
accusations rest solely on a few unspecified and unsubstantiated associations of members of Huma’s family,

of busy SF and San Jose
executives and we were
also considering a shuttle
to SFO. These were better
days for the Chamber and
Mike, a Board chairman,
was to a large degree, responsible for that.
More recently, I have
been able to observe firsthand his fine leadership of
the Pacifica School Board
as a teacher and volunteer. The school test scores
have improved to the point
where none are below the
standard and teachers and
staff are efficient and professional, assuring good
days for the schools when
the city is not doing so well.
Mike led the schools to a
victory at the polls in June
when other school failed to
get funding passed.
So we need his leadership and expertise in the
Council and are just plain
lucky Mike is willing to give
us his energy and experience at this critical time.
Mike has my vote.
But where are the other
candidates, now that we
approach the filing deadline? We have vacancies on
three of five Council seats
— a majority. This election
could decide the future of
our City and we deserve a
choice of candidates. I urge
other qualified candidates
to come forth and file, I have
two other votes to give you.
Anna Boothe
Park Pacifica

Illegal
fireworks
Editor:
Something to ponder.
Every year we deal with
the “bombs” that go off in
our neighborhoods. We
talk about our pets and how
they have to be tranquilized
in order to tolerate the explosives. In my neighborhood, I have seen a young
child become hysterical
and inconsolable due to the
noise. I recently watched a
TV interview with Vietnam
vets who deal with PTSD
and how they have to stay
busy during the 4th of July
with other vets to cope with
the bombs. As one of the
vets said, “we were there,
we know how these bombs
affect people.” I have often
pondered how are current
veterans returning home
are handling these “unexpected” explosives. As I am
writing this, another bomb
just went off. Will it ever
stop? Is there really that
much joy in these explosives?
JoAnn Alonzo
Linda Mar

Firworks
Editor:
I am not personally a big
fan of fireworks; I have had
too many pets who are terrified of the unexpected explosions and I have not observed, in my dozen years
of residence, that punishments for illegal fireworks
are adequately pursued. But
fireworks seem to be here
to stay so I would propose
that as far as cleanup at the
beach is concerned that the
sellers collect an extra fee
that is paid to cleanup the

beach the night of the 4th
to avoid the garbage being
washed out in the tide. Not
a total solution but it might
help.
Mark Coby
Linda Mar

Not a lie
Editor:
I thought it was strange
to run Jim Wagner’s announcement of the Chamber’s political action committee as the lead “article”
on the front page without
even bothering to make it
an actual article. It’s just
the announcement with
no explanation. It’s not
in quotes, yet it refers to
“we.” Is that the editorial
we or the Chamber we? Or
have the Tribune and the
Chamber merged? I’m not
faulting Jim Wagner or the
Chamber. They’re doing
their job. What I’m commenting on is the complete
lack of editorial direction.
Then I thought it was
even stranger that in your
opinion piece on the editorial page, you essentially
call me a liar. You say “the
notion that quarry development was going to be the
‘crown jewel’ of redevelopment was a serious lie.”
Then you repeat it: “Well,
it’s a lie.”
As one of the key people
who made redevelopment
happen, and who put my
own neighborhood in it
along with the quarry and
paid some serious prices for
doing so (some other people paid far more serious
prices, such as the loss of
their business), I deeply resent being called a liar. The
main reason for creating
the redevelopment area was
to put the quarry in it. The
fact that later city councils
did not have the vision or
the will to make redevelopment happen in the quarry
resulted in them fruitlessly
waiting for the Developer
Savior to come down from
the sky and propose a perfect project, when the councils and staff should have
been taking the lead and
saying what the city wanted
in the quarry and what the
city was prepared to give
to get it. That’s how redevelopment was supposed
to work. Instead, what we
got was developers wanting approval for hundreds
of houses. Twice, the voters
had to tell them “No, that’s
not what we want.”
You call the “overlay” on
the property that required
a public vote on housing, a
“brilliant anti-development
move.” I call it a way to
protect the quarry from being entirely covered with a
huge housing development.
That is surely what would
have happened unless there
was a way to preserve the
quarry’s
visitor-serving
commercial potential. The
requirement for a vote
on housing did exactly
that. But because the city
wouldn’t take the lead in redevelopment, it now looks
like it’s too late for any development. The regulatory
environment changed, the
economy collapsed, and the
state budget crisis eliminated redevelopment.

none of which have been shown to harm or threaten the
United States in any way. These attacks on Huma have
no logic, no basis, and no merit. And they need to stop
now.” (Republican Senator John McCain on the Senate
floor July 18 defending Huma Abedin, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton’s top aide)

Founder’s Hike
David Schooley, founder of San Bruno Mountain Watch,
leads his popular Founder’s Hike on Saturday, July 28
(and the 4th Saturday of every month). David has devoted decades of work to preserving the mountain and
sharing it with others. His knowledge of the mountain
and his love of nature touches those who hike with him.
These hikes are in great demand, and are limited to 12
participants. You must sign up in advance at the online
hike sign-up page on the mountainwatch.org website,
or contact the office by email or phone (see below). All
hikes meet at the Mountain Watch office at 10 a.m. and
usually last until 1:30 p.m. The office is at 44 Visitacion
Avenue, Suite 206 (upstairs), Brisbane, phone 415467-6631 or email sanbruno@mountainwatch.org. The
organization also has a gourmet pancake breakfast,
native-plant sale, and raffle on Sunday, July 29.

Thar She Blows!
Join Pacifica Beach Coalition on a September 9 Whale
and Leatherback Sea Turtle boat trip with Chris
Pincetich of SeaTurtles.org as naturalist. This is an
all-day trip out of Half Moon Bay for $125. Sign up to
reserve your spaces today by contacting Lynn Adams
at lynn4promos@aol.com. Ellen and Lynn did a similar
trip last year and saw so many whales that they were
exhausted and begged to go home. Then after the boat
turned toward home, the captain spotted three blue
whales feeding right next to the boat. It was the most
amazing time of their lives. Hurry and reserve now.
Seats are going fast.

Weed Warriors
Join the Weed Warriors on San Bruno Mountain, Friday, June 27 and Saturday, July 28 from 9 a.m. to

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica
Saying that quarry redevelopment is a “serious lie”
is a serious insult to the city
staff and council members
who worked to create the
redevelopment area and a
plan for the quarry. Do you
think the people who implemented redevelopment
were intentionally trying to
prevent development in the
quarry? That’s just dumb.
It was not a lie. It was
inaction, ignorance of redevelopment, no guts and
no forward thinking that
resulted in no development
in the quarry. It was people
expecting an appropriate
project to be handed to
them rather than going out
and making it happen, people with their heads stuck
in the sand ... or somewhere

else.
Peter Loeb
Rockaway Beach
Editor’s Note: With all
due respect to Mr. Loeb
with whom I have a long
professional history and
who I greatly respect, I was
not personally calling him
or anyone else in a council
(redevelopment
agency)
leadership position, past or
present, a “liar.” What I was
intending to convey is that
the slogan that the Quarry
was to be the “crown jewel
of redevelopment” has become just that, a slogan,
and that many average citizens in Pacifica have no intention of supporting development of any kind in the
Quarry even if it is reason-

See LETTERS, Page 8

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Marked improvement is on your horizon, Aries. As new possibilities seem to rise without cause or reason, you see the silver
lining in the cloud.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, it’s difficult when you feel like you’re being pulled in too
many directions. This may require sitting down and making a
priority list to get started.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Don’t try to mask your emotions this week, Gemini. It is OK if
others see the truth about how you feel. Let others explore the
honesty in your expression and actions.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, if you haven’t done so already, plan a trip to somewhere
for a respite from the grind. Try to book something that is outside of your comfort zone.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, your energy is infectious and many people notice how well
you keep going when others will simply tire out. You’ll need that
energy for work this week, too.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, a big opportunity comes your way that you shouldn’t pass
up. Resist the urge to point out all of the negatives and focus only
on the positives for the time being.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
There’s more than meets the eye to a particular situation, but you
seem biased, Libra. Consider all sides of the situation before you
decide which side you’re on.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
It’s finally time for you to relax, Scorpio. After weeks of running
here and there, you now have the opportunity to simply kick up
your feet and enjoy yourself.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
What you may view as some innocent comments could be viewed
much differently from someone else, Sagittarius. It’s better to
censor yourself when you can.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
There is no easy way around the work you have to get done, Capricorn, but there are plenty of helpers who may be able to pitch
in and lend a hand.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Stop looking to others for solutions to your problems, Aquarius.
The only one who is qualified to handle them is you and possibly
a spouse or romantic partner.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, this week you feel like you’re walking around on a cloud.
But you know well you have everything handled.

Famous Birthdays
AUGUST 9
AUGUST 5
Maureen McCormick, Actress (56) Eric Bana, Actor (44)
AUGUST 10
AUGUST 6
Geri Halliwell, Musician (40) Antonio Banderas, Actor (52)
AUGUST 11
AUGUST 7
Charlize Theron, Actress (37) Hulk Hogan, Wrestler (59)
AUGUST 8
Roger Federer, Athlete (31)
12 p.m. Help with this critical stewardship work to
restore native grasslands that are important butterfly
habitat. Gloves are provided. Wear long pants, layers,
long-sleeved shirt for protection, and sturdy shoes
with long socks. Bring water. Check out the San Bruno
Mountain Watch website (mountainwatch.org) for all
volunteer opportunities in Stewardship Programs and
Upcoming Events. Contact San Bruno Mountain Watch
at 415-467-6631. The work focuses on removal of nonnative and invasive plant species. Meet behind Mills
Montessori School, 1400 Hillside Boulevard, South San
Francisco.

Bluebird Walk
Join Sequoia Audubon Society birders as they lead a
beginning birder hike to Edgewood County Park and
Natural Preserve’s serpentine grasslands. Learn how
this interesting habitat supports western bluebirds, and
why this is one of the most likely places to find bluebirds
in San Mateo County. Bring drinking water, sun protection, and closed shoes. Saturday, August 4 from 8:30
to 11:30 a.m. West end of Edgewood Trail, Edgewood
Road, 100 feet east of the corner of Edgewood Road and
Canada Road, Redwood City. Free. Learn more: www.
friendsofedgewood.org. Call Laurie Alexander at
650-245-5423 or email
EdCenterCoordinator@FriendsofEdgewood.org

Legal Wind Assistance
The July 18 San Francisco Chronicle sports story about
Olympic sprinter Yohan Blake reported that he “was
far from fastest out of the blocks but powered through
the field with legal wind assistance of 1.6 meters per second.” I know that headwind and tailwind are factored
into racing statistics, but somehow “legal wind assistance” conjures up jet packs (or indigestion).

Mayburritoville
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

