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Community Forum & Opinions
Letters
Continued from Page 8
If decent and God-fearing
Americans cannot express
their heartfelt sentiments
and deeply-rooted political opinions in a local
paper, even if those opinions may be controversial,
if there is a call to censor
unpopular ideas in newspapers, then a Free Press
and Freedom of Speech
are in serious danger.
Rev. Piers Lahey
Sharp Park

‘Drill Baby
Drill’
Editor:
I’m pleased that Mark
Coby said many nice
things about Frank, but I
disagree about his statements on Drill Baby Drill.
Why do we spend billions of dollars buying oil
from foreign countries?
Obama’s plans for wind
and solar will never cut
it alone. We can do it all:
oil, gas, coal, solar, wind,
build nuclear plants, build
refineries, build electric
power sub-stations, etc.
Not only would we have
our own energy for the future, we would be giving
Americans thousands of
jobs, building and operating the plants. When you
have your own oil, the
price of gas would be low,
low, low.
Mark, I’m for smart
ecology, but please don’t
give me that ecology sensitive area BS talk. We

have the technology to
leave a small footprint
on the areas that we drill
on. As for the oil spill in
the gulf, it’s was the oil
company going cheap on
equipment and poor inspections that caused the
problems. Why are we
giving money to Brazil,
so that they can drill and
we don’t ? Obama says
that we will be their best
customer.
Does this make any
sense? Speaking of spills,
we have natural oil spills
all over the world. There’s
an oil spill every day off
the coast of Santa Barbara, California, where oil
is seeping naturally from
cracks in the sea floor
into the ocean. Some 20
to 25 tons of oil are emitted each day. It makes me
sick to think that some of
our people believe other
countries can do it better
than Americans. We must
stop and think what is
best for America first and
this, in turn, would help
all countries. I’m 78 years
old. I love this country
and it’s Constitution. God
Bless America.
Nunzio Sorce
Vallemar

Back to
School
Editor:
A tradition that is especially dear to me is the
Pacifica Resource Center
(PRC)’s Back to School
program. Through this
program we provide more
than 100 youth whose
families are struggling
to make ends meet with

Ocean Views
Ryan Ball
This week I interviewed
Elise Piex, a friend I met in
our high school years.
She was at Terra Nova and
living in the back of the Linda
Mar valley while I was at
Oceana and living at the other
end of town, but years ago we
would run into each other at
local band concerts and subsequent group hangouts. It reminds me of how supporting
the local music scene allowed
Terra Nova and Oceana kids

to get to know each other, at
least when I was high school
age.
Elise is currently studying
chemistry and physics at Skyline College and ultimately
plans to get a degree in Brewing from UC-Davis. She lived
in Pacifica for 21-1/2 years
before moving to El Granada
a couple weeks ago. She refers to Pacifica as a “transition kind of town, you grow
up here and then leave. Some

backpacks, school supplies, and a gift card for
school clothes. To continue this tradition, we
need your help. We especially need donations to
help us get 100 $25 Ross
gift cards for a new outfit
for the first day of school,
sturdy backpacks (gender
neutral, please, and NO
solid red or blue), 1.5 inch
binders, college-ruled spiral bound notebooks and
binder paper, jumbo and
regular sized glue sticks,
black/blue/red roller gel
pens, and scientific calculators and flash drives for
our high schoolers. We
will be collecting these
supplies through August
15th to be distributed at
the beginning of the new
school year. You are welcome to drop off any supplies at the PRC, 1801 Palmetto Avenue.
Our Back to School tradition helps PRC families
use their limited incomes
to maintain their housing
and feed their families,
instead of sacrificing food
and rent money to prepare
their children for school.
And, when children have
food and shelter and can
go to school with the supplies they need, they have
the tools to succeed academically.
We also plan to continue to provide backpacks and school supplies
to high school students in
Pacifica who are homeless and do not have family support to get ready
for school. These students
are already struggling to
survive and need all the
help they can get to stay

in school and graduate.
Please join me in continuing our tradition of
helping Pacifica children
and youth go to school
prepared and ready to
succeed. To sign up for
our Back to School program or other PRC services, contact the PRC at
(650) 738-7470. For regular updates, join us and
our mailing list on Facebook.
Avis Freedman
PRC Advisory Board
President

people move back, but you
have to have that transition
phase outside of Pacifica.”
Even having moved, Elise still
likes to visit Pacific Java Café
(where we conducted the interview) and Super Video, as
well as Linda Mar’s Safeway
and Quick Stop.
Elise believes there is a
great community here in
Pacifica, but “there is only a
sense of community if you
participate.”
Elise is part of the Art
Guild at the Pacifica Sanchez
Art Center. She also works at
The Coastside Farmer’s Market, which is “great, [there’s]
always something different
and exciting and always fun.”
Part of her enjoyment of the
event is seeing and interacting with people who are out
shopping. She declared, “I

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
MERCIFUL MUSLIM
Please read this news story
filed by Michael Graczyk of the
Associated Press from Huntsville,
Texas, and reprinted in the San
Francisco Chronicle on July
21. Pay special attention to the
account of the shooter’s victim
who survived yet forgave the
shooter: “A Texas inmate has
been executed for killing a Dallasarea convenience store clerk as
part of a shooting spree that he
said was in retaliation for the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks. The lethal
injection of Mark Stroman was
briefly delayed as the Texas Court
of Criminal Appeals considered
a final appeal. The U.S. Supreme
Court rejected appeals earlier
Wednesday. Stroman, 41, claimed
the shooting spree that killed two
men and injured a third [had]
targeted people of Middle Eastern
descent, though all three victims
were from South Asia. It was the
death of 49-year-old Vasudev
Patel that put Stroman on Death
Row. In an unusual step, surviving
victim Rais Bhuiyan asked the
courts to halt Stroman’s execution.
Bhuiyan, a native of Bangladesh
and a former convenience store
worker, lost the sight in one of his
eyes when Stroman shot him in
the face. In a lawsuit, he argued
his religious beliefs as a Muslim
told him to forgive Stroman. He
also said he wanted to spend time
with the convict to learn more
about why the shootings occurred.
‘Killing him is not the solution,’
Bhuiyan said. ‘He’s learning
from his mistake. If he’s given a
chance, he’s able to reach out to
others and spread that message to
others.’ A federal judge in Austin

rejected the suit and Bhuiyan’s
request for an injunction on
Wednesday. His lawyers appealed
the ruling to the U.S. Supreme
Court, where Justice Antonin
Scalia turned it down, before the
state court rejected another appeal
on Bhuiyan’s behalf.”
PALINDROMES REDUX
The sad news that Pacifica came
in runner-up to Sand Point, Idaho
in the Rand McNally “Best of
the Road” contest has Pacifica
palindrome lovers thinking: “Now,
O’ had I decal: ‘Pacifica placed;
Idaho won!’” (Alan Wald)
WORLD WIDE WEIRD
High winds off the coast of
southern Australia have blown the
water in waterfalls backward up
over the crest. See amazing videos
on the Internet.

citizens worldwide.
Sue Tobin
Linda Mar

Editor:
Just a quick note to
thank all those who helped
in the rescue of the dog on
Mori Point. It was a risky
rescue, but the firefighters persevered. Would it
be that such kindness and
bravery were extended to
all humans and animals
by those of us ordinary

Editor:
I take exception to that
letter writer who thinks
Frank Cimo’s political column is so appalling that it
brings upon “a swing to
toxic and obviously biased political ramblings”
from his supporters.
Really?
I am a supporter and
I do not see it that way.
Take, for instance, Mr.
Cimo’s latest chef-d-oeuvre: he runs a salon whose
manager is married to a
Marine (Ooh-rah! Oh, I’m
sorry, I mean, that’s appalling!), is a conservative and votes along Republican lines, mentions
that if the Republicans
weren’t successful in the
midterm elections this
fiscal crisis would never
be addressed, is at odds
with his fellow Republicans on foreign policy but
believes that good men
should come to the rescue
of the oppressed, thinks
the Muslim world should
purge itself on the parasites amongst their ranks,
used an actual quote from
a Newsweek editor who
believes Obama walks on
water and, lastly, hoped
that Obama gives in (but
to no avail) to the Republicans’ cut, cap and balance plan to fix the economy and our fiscal woes.
Yes indeed, appalling, the
whole lot was absolutely
appalling and not fit for

public consumption. I can
see now why Ms. Shaw
talks of cancelling her
subscription.
As far as Ms. Shaw’s
letter (“No Cimo”) goes,
her comment that letters
to the editor before Cimo
came along were written
by “well-educated readers
using fact-based research
on the topics they were
discussing” was hilarious.
I guess Ms. Shaw forgot
or was not around at the
time when those “welleducated” letter writers
referred to George Bush
as a clown, as a war-monger, as the worst President ever and that he and
Cheney were single-handedly responsible for 9/11.
Fact-based research you
say, Ms. Shaw?
And would you say that
this letter is the work of a
“reactionary, uneducated
rambler” just as you claim
Mr. Cimo’s readers are,
Ms. Shaw?
I just love it when liberal hypocrisy rears its
ugly head from those who
constantly preach tolerance and diversity to the
rest of us.
Keep it up, though,
guys. Just know that we
love you in spite of yourselves.
And madam editor,
please tell Mr. Cimo that
if Lisa and her Marine
husband ever have an unfortunate parting of the
ways, I am available. Any
gal who works or hangs
out in a conservative enclave in Pacifica is OK by
me.
Bill Alverson
Sharp Park

know so many people it’s ridiculous.”
While she was living here,
she had to navigate the SamTrans bus system, which got
her where she needed to go
“eventually. You have to have
a job that’s a couple miles
from home. If you had a job
in Half Moon Bay, that would
suck. Most of SamTrans is
once every hour; the 294 that
goes from Linda Mar to San
Mateo sometimes took three
hours to show up, sometimes
decided, I won’t show up.”
I guess it’s clear by now
that for young people without
cars, the buses are troublesome; this is the last time I
will ask the “transportation
question” in an interview.
However, Elise was not entirely dependant on buses; as
she explained to me, “I like to

ride my bike as much as possible. But riding down Linda
Mar Boulevard, even if I hug
the curb I’ve got people honking at me.” She believes new
bike lanes are needed badly
here.
As it is for many young
people of Pacifica, the place
feels too cut off from the rest
of the Peninsula.
As Elise put it, “Even if
it’s right next to the city, it’s
more secluded with Highway 1 being the only passage
in and out.” Still, there are
many ways in which Pacifica
is a charming place to live.
Elise mentioned the weather,
stating “when it’s not super
foggy it’s gorgeous,” although
she attested to the beauty of
fogged-in nights in the back
of the valley. It’s also “kind
of nice how it’s basically

the same temperature yearround.”
She would like to see Pacifica benefit from a little more
development so her favorite
local businesses can survive.
She could see herself moving
back, but things would have
to be “not as expensive” as
they are now.
She went on to say, “It’s
hard to be here in Rockaway,
it could use more foot traffic. Even with the quarry, we
could do a Sutro Baths kind
of thing; get more of the community to swim.”
After interviewing Elise, I
was reminded of the energy,
creativity and imagination of
Pacifica’s youth.
Email me at ballryan6@
gmail.com to get your profile
in the paper!
Until next week.

Good job
Editor:
I wanted to let you
know how much I enjoyed
the most recent article
from the Italian Scallion.
It made me want to visit
Italy myself. I have been
reading all of his articles
and using a lot of his
recipes, and I think they
are just great. I wanted
to write to you because I
believe credit should be
given where it’s due, and I
think you guys do a great
job.
Thanks.
Ryan Murray
Pacifica

Heroes
among us

Support for
Cimo

LOST AND FOUND
Avril Hughes spotted a mature
desert tortoise (see photo)
purposefully striding down the
center of Adobe Drive last week.
A neighbor called the humane
society (ASPCA) and herded
the tortoise into his yard for
safekeeping until the animal
control officer came. No word yet
on where it came from, although
it probably didn’t walk there from
the Mojave Desert. It weighs about
50 pounds, has a scrape on the
top of its shell, and is not wearing
a collar. If you know anything
about this lost creature, please
contact the county animal shelter.
(Ian Butler reported this story
on Pacifica Riptide, and several
people submitted comments about
the tortoise.)
SWAMI SEZ
“The world is a tragedy for those
who feel and a comedy for those
who think.” (Unknown)
SUBMITTED BY IAN BUTLER

BOOK OF THE WEEK
“Fresh Air Fiend” by Paul Theroux
(order from Florey’s Book Co. on
Palmetto in Sharp Park).

Desert tortoise seen on Adobe Drive last week.

BOOKS I NEED TO WRITE
n No Strings Attached:

Ventriloquism for Dummies
BOSTON BILL DOA
Apparently, Boston Bill’s Cheesesteak & Chowder House is a noshow. The disappearance of the
“coming soon” sign suggests that
the mysterious new beanery in the
old Rockaway Beach KFC store is
a non-starter.

n Invisible Ink: Ghostwriting for

Psychics

SITESEER
n Gary Hanauer’s annual guide
to California nude beaches in the
San Francisco Bay Guardian:
sfbg.com/nudebeaches
n Private search engines:
GOOD GUY
startpage.com, startingpage.com
Scott and Patty McKellar are
(forwarded by Undisclosed
doing their bit to support Pacifica’s Recipient)
economy by having a giant family
reunion in early August, which
MAYBURRITOVILLE
will fill a number of local motel
n Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
rooms and undoubtedly enrich
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club).
several local eateries, grocery
n Blogger: Pacifica Riptide,
stores, and other businesses.
Inner Editor.
People are coming here for this
n Copyeditor: Goofbuster.
event from as far away as London, n Teacher: Your Inner Editor.
England. God save the Queen, and n My email address:
the McKellars!
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

FROM THE INTERNET

East Coast meltdown — too hot even for an ice cream truck.

