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Community Forum & Opinions

Find us online: www.mercurynews.com/pacifica

Letters and Op-Ed policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding
these limits will not run. People may edit down
and resubmit if they wish.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks.
Stick to the issues. We will not print any libelous or inflammatory material. We reserve the
right to decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough
drafts — final version only. We reserve the
right to edit minor errors of spelling, punctuation, and fact, but if your submission requires
major editing, we will return it to you to fix and
resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address,
and telephone number with all submissions,
but only your name and district where you live
will appear in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@bayareanewsgroup.com, U.S. mail to 59
Bill Drake Way, Pacifica, Calif. 94044, fax 3593821, or in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura Vista Dr.). Please type and double
space. Email submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted
may be published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune or any of its publications, or any
other BANG newpaper or website.

* The opinions and “factual
assertions” expressed by columnists &
letter writers are theirs alone and not
those of the Pacifica Tribune.
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Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson

Expanded tax
Editor:
I hear the city is trying to add a 6.5% tax
to my cell and house phones and it might
cost me $175 a year or more. As a single
mom I would vote against this tax.
We already pay enough taxes in Pacifica and I don’t like the fact that the city
spent $60,000 of our money on this campaign without even asking us. They waste
far too much money on studies costing us
over 20 million dollars. And council bought
themselves all iPads costing tax payers
over $10,000 so far. Tell me, why do they
all need iPads in little Pacifica?
I would like to ask the pro tax people
if they care about single moms like me or
many other people on budgets trying to get
by? The city has a 1.5 million dollar surplus
so why are they trying to take more of my
money?
I’m voting NO on measure V, we have
enough taxes already.
Julie Mattos
Sharp Park

Editor:
Congratulations on your fine new
monthly publication, “Coastal Connections.” I especially enjoyed Jane Northrop’s
excellent news feature on the opening of
Devil’s Slide. I wasn’t able to be there, but
your great quotes and lively photos made
me feel as if I was. This is an historic piece
worth saving and displaying on your coffee
table to read and re-read during the month.
And it is the stuff of which journalistic
prizes and awards are made.
A monthly news magazine fills an important gap in our local media and demonstrates the importance of a “coastal
connection” with Montara, Princeton, Half
Moon Bay and the other coastside communities to the south, rather than the too-often traveled route north to San Francisco.
As the only community at either end of this
historic engineering breakthrough, Pacifica is “The Gateway to the Tunnel” and
can hope for visitors who will get groceries
and gas, eat a meal or even spend the night
before going through the Tunnel.
Editor:
So, thanks for Coastal Connections and
I wanted to commend Goodfellas Pizza
we look forward to your next issue.
& Pasta. Ray the owner is now open on FriAnna Boothe
day and Saturday nights until midnight.
Park Pacifica
He also will deliver up till that hour for
all you late nighters. As you know, most

Support local
business

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
BLACK SHEEP
“Black sheep” used to mean a good thing. But now it means a
disgraced or disreputable person. A British website called “A
Phrase a Week” (phrases.org.uk) explores this conundrum: “It
may also be because shepherds disliked black sheep as their
fleeces weren’t suitable for dying and so were worth less than
those of white sheep. In fact, it is more likely to have derived
from a bit of misinterpretation by the writers of early English
Bibles…The first record of ‘black sheep’ in a derogatory sense
that I can find in print is from an English Puritan who emigrated to America in 1635, the appropriately named Thomas
Shepard, in the evangelical text The Sincere Convert, 1640…
Meanwhile, back in England, black sheep maintained the
same status as black cats. The long-standing English country
tradition that black sheep are omens of good fortune remained
until the 19th century…Baa, Baa, Black Sheep is one of the
oldest English nursery rhymes and was first printed in Tommy
Thumb’s Pretty Song Book, circa 1744… Like most nursery
rhymes, the interpretation of the text is a source of debate… If
there is a negative connotation it is that the rhyme may refer to
the unpopular export tax on wool imposed in 1275. That country lore was overtaken by the figurative use of the ‘black sheep’
that we now commonly use.”
LIPSTICK ON A PIG
Caltrans window dressing, i.e., calling Highway 1 widening the
Calera Parkway Project, is pure Potemkin Village propaganda.
It’s vintage Caltrans, an iron fist in a velvet glove, steamrolling
a hapless city with an impotent staff and council while spoonfeeding bland euphemisms to an impressionable public. For
historical reference, read about how Caltrans plowed the
Foothill Freeway (Interstate 210) right through the heart of
Pasadena, dividing the community, much as it did to Sharp
Park when it dug the trench for Highway 1. (Info: PHwy1A@
gmail.com)
INNER EDIROT
A free weekly e-newsletter of linguistic curiosities (worldwidewords.org) has a column called “Sic!” that recently posted this
blooper from an article in The Independent (August 12) about
the Australian general election: “On the campaign trail and
addressing a Liberal Party event in the city of Melbourne [opposition leader Tony] Abbott said: ‘No one -- however smart,
however well-educated, however experienced -- is the suppository of all wisdom.’”
SHOPAHOLICS
Oniomania (compulsive shopping) is a one-way ticket to financial disaster, according to a Queendom.com study, which found
that people who own several credit cards may be at a greater

of Pacifica businesses close so early and
when you are out late at night and hungry
this means a lot to be able to get a fresh hot
meal that is delicious, Ray’s other business,
Upper Crust Delicatessen, is also another
asset to back in the valley with such tasty
sandwiches. He is always so kind and there
with a smile, wanted to give him a shout out
for anyone that does not know about these
new late night hours. Let’s support this fine
restaurant.
Valarie Perez
Park Pacifica

Responsible dog
owners
Editor:
It seems to me that the dog population
has grown steadily in recent years. Once,
Pacifica was a peaceful and quiet city, but
not anymore. You do not have to go far before you hear a dog barking somewhere.
Thankfully, most dog owners are conscientious about taking care of their dogs. However, I take umbrage at obtuse canine owners who are too lazy to walk their dogs, and
simply turn them loose in the back yard.
Invariably, they’ll bark at anything that
moves. Still, there are owners who leave
their dog outside at night when they go out,
and naturally, the dog cries incessantly even into the wee hours of the morning.
I have experienced both situations be-

See LETTERS, Page 7

risk of becoming shopaholics. The main pitfall is believing that
“retail therapy” will help you feel better about yourself, but the
rebound effect from overspending can be terrible. Just as with
any addiction, the shopping addict keeps doing the addictive
behavior (shopping), hoping it will make things better, but all
it does is accelerate the downward spiral of debt and despair.
Queendom’s research showed that shopaholics use shopping
to cope with stress or trauma or low self-esteem, are more
impulsive and undisciplined than people with fewer credit
cards, and to get an adrenaline rush from being fashion-forward and free spending. Queendom advises shopaholics to get
help before credit card bills come in, creditors start nagging,
utilities get disconnected, and relationships break down. “If
you’re spending more money than you have and most of it goes
to shopping for things other than basic needs, you need to step
back and give yourself a reality check before you ruin your
credit and your life,” says Queendom, advising shopaholics to
keep shopping habits under control: If already in serious debt,
seek guidance from a financial advisor and a therapist. Get rid
of credit and debit cards. Resist impulses to make immediate
purchases; buyer’s remorse exists for a reason. Treat yourself
to something special only when it’s well deserved or needed,
not just to shop for shopping’s sake. Get a hobby other than
shopping. Go shopping with a friend who can help you control
your impulse buys. Be especially wary of online shopping; it
puts too much temptation in your way.
LET’S GET SMALL
Along with downsizing or disappearing common, everyday
items like grocery bags, post offices, and landlines, Scott McKellar notes the rising popularity (up 89 percent over last year
in California) of little Ford Fiestas. But Scott says that Burlingame still has a lot of Hummers.
STEVE MACKAY & THIRD THURSDAY
Steve Mackay appears at the legendary Winters Tavern with
Third Thursday on Saturday, August 31 from 9 p.m. on. Classic
and obscure cover tunes from the 50s, 60s, 70s, and 80s.
LIGHTNING BOLT
Scott McKellar says that a friend of his headed home last week
during our big thunderstorm, and blew through the red light
at Fassler and Highway 1, then suddenly stopped because of a
bright flash. He thought a traffic camera had taken his picture
making a “California stop” at the signal. In fact, it was just a
lightning bolt right off the coast. Nervously, he drove into the
Shell gas station on the corner and asked the clerk if there was
a traffic camera there. The clerk said, “No camera here.” The
grateful driver bought three gallons of gas, then drove home
VERY CAREFULLY.
SWAMI SEZ
“Nowadays, skin graft recipients run a risk of getting hand-medown tattoos.” (Dolores De Cabeza)
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•Editor: goofbuster.com
•Blogger: pacificariptide.com
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

