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PG&E Gouges Its Customers
Assemblyman Jerry Hill (D-San Mateo) and Mark
Toney, executive director of The Utility Reform Net-
work (TURN), want the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC) to reject PG&E’s ratepayer-
gouging proposal. CPUC must decide how much
ratepayers will be billed to fix PG&E’s neglected
gas transmission system. If the commission grants
PG&E’s request to saddle ratepayers with 95 percent
of the $5 billion the first phase of project is expected
to cost, the utility stands to make a $1.5 billion
profit from the deadly 2010 San Bruno gas explo-
sion, thanks to a commission policy that grants the
utility a generous return on its capital investment.
Meanwhile, PG&E and other utilities are using their
clout in Sacramento to try to kill legislation (AB 861)
by Assemblyman Hill that would prohibit ratepayer
money from being used to pay for executive incen-
tives based on corporate earnings or share price. “As
a publicly regulated company, the only way PG&E
can increase its earnings is by cutting its operations
and maintenance costs, which undermines safety,”
Hill says, noting that in the years leading up to the
San Bruno explosion, PG&E executives were granted

bonuses for cutting costs. “Ratepayers shouldn’t 
have to pay PG&E higher utility bills for a level of 
service they should have been receiving all along,”
Hill says.  (contact Hill’s staff members Aurelio Ro-
jas and Nate Solov, 916-319-2019 or online at
asm.ca.gov/hill)

Pacificans for Peace
In honor of International Peace Day (September 
21), Pacifica Peace People (PPP) will once again run 
a full-page ad in the Pacifica Tribune in support of
peace and candidates who are “committed to peace 
and a course of action that ends current wars and
occupations, and prevents future wars.” To down-
load a copy of the ad, visit pacifi capeacepeople.net. 
To sign the ad, email info@pacificapeacepeople.net
and include your name exactly as you would like to 
be listed. You may also include the names of family 
members who would like to show their support, no 
matter what their ages. And if you know other Pacifi-
cans who may want be included, feel free to let them
know how they can join. PPP also could use your help 
paying for the ad, so if you can, please pledge $5 (or
more) by using the PayPal link on PPP’s home page,
or sending a check, payable to Pacifi ca Peace People 
(not tax deductible), to Leslie Davidson, 1302 Rosita 
Road, Pacifica, CA 94044. You are not required to
send money to have your name included in the ad.

Right Parenting
Here is some sage advice from Madeline Levine,
psychologist, consultant, educator, and co-founder of

Challenge Success at the Stanford University School 
of Education. She is also the author of “Teach Your
Children Well: Parenting for Authentic Success.”
• “Don’t overemphasize academic success. Balance 
emphasis on academic success with interest in other 
areas of your child’s development.”
• “Don’t overbook them. Allow plenty of time for
 unstructured play.”
• “Learn to tolerate, even encourage, your kid’s 
failures. We’re not talking safety here, but the kinds
of everyday failures that are inevitable and instruc-
tive.”
• “Let your kids try lots of different activities instead
of becoming specialists.”
• “As much as you can, collaborate with your child’s
teacher to provide the learning environment that’s
right for your child.”

Siteseer
Beautiful Pacifica videos:

the MaxineElizabeth1 channel on YouTube.com

Swami Sez
“Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the 
poor and campaign funds from the rich by promising
to protect each from the other.” (Oscar Ameringer)

Mayburritoville
•Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
•Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
•Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
•Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

508 Pacifica Tribune, August 29, 2012 _ Page 7A

Famous Birthdays

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you will bring creativity and originality to a project at
work this week. Working with people comes easy to you, so put 
your ingenuity to good use.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you are entering a creative phase and others will admire 
and appreciate your work. But don’t allow the extra attention to
go to your head. Be humble at every turn.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
There are plenty of opportunities for communicating your ideas
this week, Gemini. Expect quite a few meetings and other social 
occasions where you can discuss things with others.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you have a basic idea of how you want to handle your 
finances, but you are open to suggestions, too. Consult with a
professional if you are considering making major changes.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Your ability to supervise and organize people makes you unique,
Leo. This role will become central to your lifestyle for the next 
few days as you tackle new responsibilities at work.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, opportunities to advance your career present themselves,
but you are not sure if you are ready for a bigger role. Seek ad-
vice from trusted colleagues.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, recreational activities are ideal ways for you to keep in
shape and reduce stress over the course of the week. You could 
feel your troubles melt away.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you have a great interest in business and making ca-
reer decisions that will work for you. That new venture you have
been pondering takes a big step forward.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Interactions with coworkers could feel a little strained, Sagit-
tarius. Make a few adjustments to remedy any uncomfortable
situations. Take stock of your working relationships.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, your drive for independence is very obvious to oth-
ers this week. However, your determination could also put you 
in an unpredictable mood.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
This is a good time to take a deep breath and lighten up your 
load and your feelings, Aquarius. Tell some jokes or go out for a
social occasion. You’ll be thankful you did.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
People often sense that you can have your head on straight, Pi-
sces. So don’t be surprised when you are asked for advice. 

SEPTEMBER 9
Hugh Grant, Actor (52)

SEPTEMBER 10
Colin Firth, Actor (52)

SEPTEMBER 11
Harry Connick, Jr., Musician (45)

SEPTEMBER 12
Yao Ming, Athlete (32)

SEPTEMBER 13
Jean Smart, Actress (61)

SEPTEMBER 14
Tyler Perry, Actor/Author (43)

SEPTEMBER 15
Chelsea Staub, Actress (24)

13: the percentage of
taxes paid by the Mittster
and wife on their income of
$20 million disclosed on the
tax return they did reveal.

33: the number of bills
sponsored or co-sponsored
(often with the support of 
Congressman Akin of Mis-
souri) by Mitt’s Vice Presi-
dential pick, Paul Ryan,
to restrict, ban or make
criminal abortion and birth 
control access in the U.S.
including in those bills the 
removal of any exceptions
for rape and incest survi-
vors.

38: the amount of times
the Republican House
worked on bills to rescind 
Obamacare (while doing lit-
tle legislating to get Ameri-
cans back to work).

716 billion: the amount
of money the Obama medi-
care proposals will save 
by shrinking payments to 
managed care companies 
and slowing the growth 
of payments to providers.
Not, as Mitt put in his TV
ads, (which Frank gener-
ously contributed to mak-
ing possible with his $400), 
to cut services to recipients
of Medicare.

0: and this is my predic-
tion — The amount of times
Frank’s last successful
President and Vice Presi-
dential choices (Mr. Bush
and Mr. Cheney just to re-
fresh your recollection) will 
be mentioned at the Repub-
lican convention this week
in Tampa, Florida.

So let’s stick to the num-
bers, Frank, and cut out the 
pictures.

Mark Coby
Linda Mar

What to do
with com-
postables?

Editor:
We purchased an af-

fordable metal compost
can with filters (to reduce 
the odor) at Bed Bath and
Beyond. We collect our
compostables in there, then
transfer them to a paper
bag. Or if we have greens 
we just dump them on top.
No need to purchase com-
postable bags. The fi lters
last a long time.

Laura Siegel
Park Pacifica

Vote No
Editor:
There is so much on

the ballot this fall but two 

measures, propositions 30 
and 38, will raise California
taxes by 59 billion dollars 
“temporarily.”

They’d like you to be-
lieve it’s “for the children.” 
They’d like you to believe 
that there would need to
be “devastating cuts” in 
state services if they’re not 
passed. In satirical circles, 
we call this the “Buy this 
magazine or we’ll shoot 
your dog” gambit. “If you
don’t vote to raise taxes, 
we’ll send the kiddies to
reform school and let all 
the violent criminals out of 
jail.” Don’t buy it.

The state should get its 
fiscal house in order. If they 
need additional revenue, 
why are the state parks
found to be sitting on $54 
million?

Why is the state spend-
ing $6 billion on a high-
speed rail line from Merced
to Fresno? Why did the 
state just give millions in 
raises to legislative staff-
ers? Why is the state giv-
ing millions to people who
foolishly got into mortgage 
trouble by over-leveraging 
their homes?

There are those who will 
try to tell you that the taxes
will take from the rich, that 
they will make the wealthy 
pay a fair share. Actually, 
38 will raise taxes on anyone 
making more than $7,300 
per year. That’s sticking it 
to the rich?

In a state that is near the
top nationally in unemploy-
ment with a rate that is into
double digits, we don’t need 
to levy any more penalties
on people and businesses. 
We are already driving 
people and jobs out of the 
state.

Governor Brown’s vision 
of California must be of a 
vast wasteland...with his 
own train set.

Politicians love spending 
other people’s money. They 
don’t spend like drunken 
sailors. They spend like 
crack heads.  There is only 
one way to force them to 
stop, and that is to cut
off the flow. Think of it as 
Tough Love. You can’t vote
every California assembly-
man or senator out of of-
fice.

But you can vote to turn 
off the tap. Vote against
Props 30 and 38.

Denny Delk
Pedro Point

Alverson
responds

Editor:
When Paul Slavin took 

Frank Cimo’s words out of 
context because of an obvi-

ous and unmitigated bias to-
wards conservatives, I used 
those words to prove my 
point, his comments were 
a blatant falsehood and his 
response was mystifying: “I 
was dismayed...is there no 
semblance of professional 
courtesy among letter-writ-
ers at this newspaper?”

Please Dear Lord, just 
once before this old codger 
joins the choir invisible, 
grant me the pleasure of
witnessing an apology from 
a liberal who was caught 
unprepared in an embar-
rassing situation and was 
man enough to stand up 
and admit it. Just once.

Regarding two other
letter-writers, Jim Gunn 
and John Blanchard who, 
along with Mark Coby 
have discovered a progres-
sive sanctuary within the 
confines of these editorial
pages; by all means gentle-
man feel free to unleash 
your inner liberal child if 
you believe your Democrat 
Party can deliver us from 
the evils of my Republican 
Party. Warn everyone of
what’s in store for America 
before the ‘unshackled’ Re-
publican zombies come and 
“have ya’all” back in chads. 
Speaking of voting; accord-
ing to a report quoted by 
Mr. Blanchard, there have 
only been ten documented 
cases of voter fraud since 
2000. While that report is 
rather questionable, more 
credible is the conclusion 
of the bipartisan Commis-
ion on Federal Election 
Reform: “The electorial 
system cannot inspire pub-
lic confi dence if no safe-
guards exist to deter or
detect fraud or to confirm
the identity of voters.” And
much to the dismay of the 
President, Eric Holder and 
Mr. Blanchard as well, the 
Supreme Court has ruled 
that voter ID laws are con-
stitutional.

Gentlemen, you have no 
idea how much I enjoy your 
captivating and auspicious 
commentaries so do keep 
up the good work. Just 
know that you’ll be sorely 
missed after November 
6, 2012 when your liberal
world justifi ably implodes 
on itself for all the damage
this President, this admin-
istration, this Attorney 
General, has reeked upon-
this country.

Bill Alverson
Park Pacifica

Summer
Reading Club

Editor:
This is one of the best 

times of the year when we 

get to thank all of the people 
who have helped make the 
summer reading club at the 
Pacifica Sharp Park and the 
Pacifica Sanchez Librar-
ies possible. We had the 
support of very generous 
merchant sponsors who by 
their donations have helped 
encourage children to read 
over the summer.

As well as our merchant 
sponsors we have had lots
of volunteer help to keep 
the programs operating
smoothly. Reeba Lynn and 
I would like to thank the 
Friends of the Pacifi ca Li-
brary for their generosity 
for funding programs and 
providing a free book for ev-
ery child that fi nishes. Also 
a big thank you to our vol-
unteers: Beatrice Gabriel, 
Ashley and Eric Vintero, 
Angela and Jeanette Yue 
who helped set up the com-
munity room, make pop-
corn, helped with crafts and 
did all the things that made 
the events flow smoothly
at the Pacifi ca Sharp Park 
Library.  Reeba Lynn would 
like to thank the over 19 
volunteers who helped with 
multiple craft programs 
and everything needed to 
make a successful summer 
reading program at the Pa-
cifica Sanchez Library. We 
would also like to thank the 
library staff for all of their 
help and support in making 
the summer reading club a 
great success.

This is not the fi nal 
count but as of this writing
we had 419 Listeners and 
Readers fi nish the summer 
reading program and we 
should all continue to en-
courage them to keep read-
ing because everyone wins 
when they read, especially 
over the summer!

Thank you, everyone.
Gwen Miller and Reeba 

Lynn, Pacifica Libraries

Be counted
Editor:
People have died, been 

decapitated and dismem-
bered, trampled by po-
lice horses, assassinated 
— all for the right to vote.
Forty seven years ago as of
Monday, Aug. 6, the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 was 
signed into law; however, in 
2012 we, as a country, are 
facing infringement on our 
fundamental right to vote.

Nine states have passed 
laws requiring voters to 
produce photo identifi ca-
tion in order to vote. While 
this may not seem like much 
of a barrier, it has been re-
ported that 11 percent of 
voting-age Americans do 
not possess such an ID. 
This number is equivalent 

to 21 million people. It has 
been stated that these laws
are in place to prevent voter 
fraud. Voter fraud? Really?
A 2002-2007 Department of 
Justice investigation found 
that of about 300 million
voters, 86 were involved in
cases of voter fraud, mainly 
because they were unaware 
of their ineligibility to vote. 
Instead of preventing voter 
fraud, these laws have de-
nied millions of people the 
right to vote.

So what? Why do we 
care? We, Pacifi ca, far from 
the reign of voter ID laws. 
We, Pacifica, with a voter
turnout of about 30 per-
cent for the past several 
elections. This is wrong. It 
is shameful that only one
of three registered voters 
would show up to vote in 
our town when the privilege 
to vote is something people
are dying for in the Middle 
East, a desire people were 
murdered for during the 
1960s and a privilege lim-
ited in America today.

Vernon Dahmer Sr. 

(A NAACP leader in the 
1960s) said, “If you don’t 
vote you don’t count.” He 
defied intimidation by the 
KKK to register members 
of the black community in 
his area to vote. His home 
was firebombed and he died 
from severe burns simply
because he registered peo-
ple to vote.

Pacificans who are eligi-
ble to vote but fail to do so: 
how could you, without lim-
itations or intimidation, lit-
eracy tests or needed photo 
identification...how could 
you not vote? Why wouldn’t 
you want to count?

Allison Kephart
Linda Mar

Pacifica 
eyesore

Editor:
The fence on Esplanade

Avenue, Pacifi c Manor, is
an eyesore and a shame to 
Pacifica. How long should
we wait for this to be fixed?

Suzana F. Gow
Pacifica Manor

I would like to congratu-
late Ann DeJarnatt, who 
was chosen to fi ll the vacant
seat on the Board of Direc-
tors of the North Coast
County Water District dur-
ing their Aug. 15 meeting. 
She will undoubtedly do a 
commendable job as she did 
when she was previously
on the board. I have to ad-
mit that I am disturbed by 
the method used to select 
her. The criteria used, as
explained by the Directors,
were that she had been on
the Board before and that
she had the next highest 
vote count in the last elec-
tion. Since these qualifi ca-
tions were well known to
the Board and no one else in 

town could meet these cri-
teria, the Board could have 
appointed her long ago and 
not gone through the sham 
of an application process 
which basically wasted the
time and energies of two 
other applicants.

The leak report listed an-
other leak on Flores Drive.
Director Ash mentioned
that there have been several
leaks on that street recently. 
He was reminded that re-
placement of the pipes on 
Flores had just been re-
moved from the budget as 
other projects had higher 
priority. General Manager 
Lemke told Director Ash 
that they are aware of the 
problems arising on Flores 

Drive and are working on a
possible solution using pipe 
left over from the Devil’s 
Slide Tunnel Project and
some pipe that is on hand.

Information on video re-
cording the meetings was 
discussed. Three compa-
nies submitted information 
about their capabilities 
and charges. The Board di-
rected staff to invite each 
company to record a meet-
ing so they could have an
example of what would be
provided and the quality of 
the recording.

Some retrofi t work for 
the Recycled Water Project 
at IBL Middle School will 
begin the week of August 
20th. It seems that, after 

a training session with the 
San Francisco Public Utili-
ties Commission and the 
San Francisco Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
they are not yet ready for 
their cross connection test-
ing at the Sharp Park Golf
Course.

The balance of the work 
For the Devil’s Slide Tunnel
Waterline Project is pro-
gressing more slowly than 
the District hoped due to 
the number of agencies in-
volved.

The next Board of Direc-
tors meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, September 
19th at 7 p.m. at the District 
office located at 2400 Fran-
cisco Blvd.

Water Works
Linda Corwin
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