
They came, they shopped 
until they dropped, overstuffed 
garages were freed from their 
burdens, funds were raised to
support social services in Pa-
cifica and tons of articles were
reused and recycled instead of 
going in to the trash.

Pacificans Care is delighted 
toreportthatthesecondannual
Summer Sweep city wide ga-
rage sale on Aug. 6 was again a 

success, generating more than
$5,000 tohelpsupport the Paci-
fica Resource Center, Pacifi ca
Child Care Services, Pacifi ca
Youth Services Bureau, and 
Pacifica Senior Services.

Thirty four very generous 
households put out all those 
objects they no longer had any 
use for, and loads of shoppers 
from the Bay Area descended 
to find treasures. And buy 

they did, with enough sites to 
keep them busy all day long. 
Camping gear, kids’ stuff, 
music, antiques, clothing, pet
gear, housewares, toys, furni-
ture, planters, rugs, weird stuff 
— you name it — found new 
homes at great prices. Since 
the event was well advertised
here in the Tribune (thanks!), 
throughout the Bay Area, and 
on Craig’s List there were lots 

of shoppers ready and raring
to go at 9 a.m. or earlier, and 
they kept coming until 4 p.m.

The event was just in its sec-
ond year and it was not with-
out growing pains. The num-
ber of sites were down — most
of last year’s participants said 
they just didn’t have enough
accumulated to have another
sale so soon. But most of the
sites made more money this
year so the funds raised were
still respectable. We had the
inevitable “piggybackers” who 
claimed to be part of our event 
but were not, and that is unfor-
tunate. On the other hand, we 
had some garage sale hosts 
who hadn’t signed up with us
send us checks on their own

and we were delighted. All in 
all, it was a “good thing.”

After the sale was over, 
most of the garage sale hosts 
donated the “leftovers” to 
Parca and other non-prof-
its. So items with a useful life 
ahead of them stayed out of the 
garbage stream and went on to 
new hands while supporting 
other good local organizations.

Pacificans Care Board
members work hard to raise 
funds to support our key local 
social service agencies with 
several fundraisers each year. 
They really appreciate the time 
and energy, plus the spirit of 
generosity, that each garage 
sale host contributed to the 
cause.  The shoppers, too, got 

into the spirit and often paid 
“just a bit more” because they 
knew the cause was a good 
one. Our generous sponsors; 
Caroline Totah Organizing So-
lutions, Recology of the Coast, 
and the Pacifi ca Realtors Com-
munity Service Group offset 
the costs of running the event 
so that all funds raised went 
to the cause. It was a win-win 
event all around.

If you’d like to contribute to 
Pacificans Care, send your tax-
deductible check to P.O. Box 
875, Pacifi ca, CA 94044. Paci-
ficans from early childhood to 
seniors will benefi t from your
caring.

Thanks, Pacifi ca.  We’ll see 
you again next year!

Frank, what’s that you’re
holding?

This? Oh, it’s one of those 
Obama Countdown Clocks and
they’resellinglikehotcakesLisa.
It’s to remind us of the time Mr.
Obama has left in office before
we dump him and 
inaugurate a Re-
publican president.
Cool huh? At this 
very moment, he 
has 507 days, three
hours and 34 min-
utes left. And ah-
hhh, what a monu-
mental relief to our 
nation, when that
day comes. It’ll be just like that 
Alka Seltzer commercial.

But don’t you already have 
one of those clocks at your sta-
tion?

Yep, but this one I’m gonna 
give away to the first customer 
who can tell me who said the 
following… “A tax cut means
higher family income and
higher business profits and
a balanced federal budget.
Every taxpayer and his fam-
ily will have more money 
left over after taxes for a new 
car, a new home, new conve-
niences,educationandinvest-
ment. Every businessman can 
keep a higher percentage of
his profits in his cash register 
or put it to work expanding or
improving his business, and 
as the national income grows, 
the federal government will 
end up with more revenues.”

Oh, that’s easy. It must be
Ronald Reagan.

Nope.
One of the Bushes?
Ha, wrong again! You’ll

never guess Lisa, so save your 
breath. Now come over here 
and help me fi gure out where 
I should hang this contest 
sign. I want to make sure ev-
eryone sees it. How ‘bout near 
the entrance?

No, no, customers will walk 
right past it. Put it over there,
right underneath that God-aw-
ful monstrosity; that stuffed 
dinosaur thingie that Gary 
and Denny gave you after they 

“claimed” to have 
spent a weekend 
hunting in Juras-
sic Park. That area 
seems to get a lot 
of attention.

Yeah, sorry I 
missed that hunt-
ing trip, darn it. 
And by the way, 
Lisa, did you know 

that the Tyrannosaurus Rex 
was a fierce carnivore and 
one of the largest known land 
predators, measuring around 
42 feet in length and up to 7 

tons in weight, and those are 
conservative measurements. 
Yep, and that scientists be-
lieved this powerful predator 
could eat up to 500 pounds 
of meat, or, 3 medium-sized
liberals in one bite.

Really? That should excite all 
my vegetarian and my, ahem,
Democrat friends. Oh, and Frank, 
what if you’re not around and 
someone comes in to guess?

Just tell ‘em to call my hot-
line at (650) 355-1700 or email
me at franksalon@earthlink.
net. Both have a time stamp so 
it’ll be easy to fi gure out who
won the clock.

Say, I have an idea, why 
don’t you highlight the winner…

You mean…
Yep. Take a photo of the win-

ner and share it with everyone
in Frank’s Salon the next time
we’re open. Good idea?

Lisa, you are absolutely bril-
liant!Onlyyou can get inside my 
head like that. Sometimes I feel 
that our friendship is like a sin-
gle soul dwelling in two bodies.

Oooo, you say the nicest 
things. Say… wait a minute!
Isn’t that a quote by Aristotle?

Well, yes, he may have come 
up with it, but I was the one who
said it to you, not him.

Goodnight, Frank
Goodnight, Lisa

LOVE ME, I’M A LIBERAL
I don’t mind being called a
liberal. I identify with the great
American liberal, President
Thomas Jefferson. You should
read up on him. Incidentally, Tri-
bune letter writers who say they
don’t read my column should
be aware that I have implanted
microchips in my masthead
(hint: the big B on my Boston
Red Sox cap) to track readers’
eye movements across my death-
less prose. So you cheaters who
sneak peeks at Wandering and
Wondering are busted! I know
who you are.

PEACE DAY
On September 21, in honor of
International Peace Day, Pacifica
Peace People (PPP) runs a full-
page ad in the Pacifica Tribune
to support peace and urge our
representatives to focus our
resources at home rather than
on wars abroad. To see and sign
the ad, email Leslie Davidson at
leslie@pacificapeacepeople.net
for instructions. PPP could use
help paying for the ad, so please
pledge $5 (or more) at the PayPal
link on the PPP home page, or
mail a check, payable to Pacifica
Peace People (not tax deduct-
ible), in care of Leslie Davidson,
1302 Rosita Road, Pacifica, CA
94044. You are not required to
send money to have your name
on the ad.

HIGHWAY 1 WIDENING
Public comment period for the
Draft Environmental Impact
Report and Environmental As-
sessment (Draft EIR/EA) for
State Route 1/Calera Parkway
Widening Project in Pacifica is
now open. The purpose of the
proposed project is to reduce
congestion on the segment

of State Route 1 that extends
approximately 2,300 feet north
of Reina Del Mar Avenue to
approximately 1,500 feet south
of Fassler and Rockaway Beach
avenues. All documents for the 
project can be reviewed on the 
TA website at www.smcta.com. 
The documents also are avail-
able at Sanchez Library, Sharp
Park Library, Pacifica City Hall,
Pacifica Community Center, and
other locations. Caltrans, which 
is responsible for any changes to 
state highways, will hold a public
meeting for people to review
the environmental analysis and
provide comments on Thursday,
September 22 at 6:30 p.m. at
Pacifica Community Center, 540
Crespi Drive at Highway 1. Ver-
bal or written comments on the 
Draft EIR/EA can be submitted
at the public meeting or anytime 
during the review period, which 
ends October 7, 2011 at 5 p.m. 
The California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) is lead
agency on the proposed project. 
San Mateo County Transporta-
tion Authority (SMCTA) and 
the City of Pacifica are co-spon-
sors. Submit comments by U.S.
mail, fax, or email to: Yolanda 
Rivas, Branch Chief, Division
of Environmental Planning &
Engineering, California Depart-
ment of Transportation District
4, Attn: Thomas Rosevear, 111
Grand Avenue, Oakland, CA
94623, Fax: 510-286-5600, Email:
thomas_rosevear@dot.ca.gov

FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS
Paul Donahue spends hours
on Pacifica’s rocky coastline
watching shorebirds (right):
Wandering Tattlers, Black
Turnstones, Surfbirds, Black
Oystercatchers. “All of these
birds spend their lives foraging

close to the breaking waves,
where the foraging is most pro-
ductive,” Paul says. See more
of Paul’s pictures in his Pacifica
Shorebirds photo album on the
lower-right sidebar of my Paci-
fica Riptide blog.

TO PACIFICA POT
Pacifica palindromist Alan Wald
caught Avril Hughes’ letter to
the editor in the Pacifi ca Tri-
bune (August 24) about a medi-
cal marijuana dispensary in 
Pacifica. Alan says, “I heard the
operator will be appealing the 
cease-and-desist order from the
police, and hopes to be up and
running again in a few weeks. I
look forward to posting the first
palindromic signage that points
the way TO PACIFICA POT.”

BAG IT
“Bag It” has been garnering 
awards at film festivals across 
the nation. What started as a
documentary about plastic bags
evolved into a wholesale inves-
tigation into plastics and their
effect on our waterways, oceans, 
and even our bodies. If you
missed the recent screening at
Owen Hall or the PCT broadcast,
look for the film on Netflix or
elsewhere online. See the preview
at bagitmovie.com/trailer. And
take action at environmentcali-
fornia.org to protest the plastic
industry’s outrageous attempt to
insert propaganda into California 
schoolbooks. Susanne Rust of
California Watch wrote a good
op-ed about this in the August
19 San Francisco Chronicle.
(Thanks to Ian Butler and Lynn
Adams for this information.)

LEARN FRENCH & SPANISH
Jefferson Union High School
District, Adult Community Edu-
cation, offers French and Span-
ish language classes at Terra 
Nova High School, Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Septem-
ber 14 through December 7,
French in Room 315, Spanish 
in Room 309. Come to class to
register or call JUHSD Adult
Education at 650-550-7871 or
visit JUHSD Adult Education’s
website under Community Edu-

cation. Cost: $60 per semester
(12 classes). Email instructors for 
info: moniquedubief@earthlink    
.net (French), spanishwithchristine
@gmail.com (Spanish)

BOOK OF THE WEEK
“Eats Shoots & Leaves: The Zero
Tolerance Approach to Punctua-
tion” by Lynne Truss (order from
Florey’s Book Co. on Palmetto)

SITESEER
• Read Warren Buffett’s column
“Stop Coddling the Super-Rich”:
nytimes.com (August 14)
• Tech with a twist: gajitz.com
• Design ideas daily: dornob.com

SWAMI SEZ
“Going to the woods is going 
home.” (John Muir)

MAYBURRITOVILLE
• “Wandering and Wondering”
columns:  PacificaRiptide.com,
WanderingAndWondering.com
(archive), PacificaTribune.com
• “Meandering” columns:
LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
(newsletter)
• Freelance copyeditor:
Goofbuster.com
• Blogs: PacificaRiptide.com,
PacificaRiptide.com/inner_editor
• “Your Inner Editor” classes: email
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

Community Forum & Opinions
II

Our Turn
Bill Michaelis and Debbie Kiest, Pacificans Care Board members

Frank’s Salon
Frank “Antoine” Cimo
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‘Plop plop, fizz fizz — oh
what a relief it’s going to be...’

Summer Sweep a ‘Clean Sweep’ again

“I heard Obama’s speech and then I listened to 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s speech and I said to
myself, ‘whycan’twe,America,havealeaderlike
Netanyahu because we sure as hell need one.’”

— Pulitzer Prize-winning Hollywood playright,
author and recovering liberal, David Mamet

Frank’s Salon is the proud 
recipient of a recently shot 
and stuffed, wall-mounted 
T-Rex.

Obama Countdown Clock.
Free to the FIRST person
who can correctly answer
my question on taxes.

Black Oystercatcher

PHOTOS BY PAUL DONAHUEWandering Tattler  

Community rallies to
enrich PSD programs

BY LISA DAVIS
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

There was more to cel-
ebrate than the impending
visit of breeching whales at 
the opening of Sunset Ridge 
Elementary School’s whale-
watching platform Saturday.
The project’s completion
marked another successful
piece of Pacifi ca’s educa-
tion program created from
the sweat, time, ingenuity
and sheer will of parents,
teachers and community 
volunteers. These kinds of 
collaborations are becoming 
standard operating proce-
dure, thanks to years of cuts 
in government funding.

“We were out here on
the weekends, evenings
and whenever we could be,”
said Ellie Cundiff, princi-
pal at Sunset Ridge. “There 
were about 15 parents, fi ve
teachers, 10 volunteers from
Home Depot and another 10 
or so people from the New 
Christian Fellowship Church 
who came to help. We have 
to do a lot with volunteers.”

As the state has cut more 
and more money from edu-
cation, the job of drafting
volunteer labor and seek-
ing donated funds has be-
come vital to the survival of 
local schools. Helping out
at school means a lot more 
than chaperoning a fi eld 
trip or lending a hand with 
a classroom project, though
those things are still nec-
essary. Libraries, physical 
education programs, sci-
ence labs, classroom com-
puters, music programs and 

art education all depend on 
fundraising activities and
volunteers. Thanks to Paci-
fica voters, a local funding
measure passed in 2008 also
helps to protect core aca-
demic programs, including 
science and math, and retain 
teachers.

Pacifica’s teachers and 
students are doing remark-
ably well in the classroom,
despite the constant budget 
cuts. Last week the district 
posted a preliminary API 
score (state standardized
testing) of 845, well above 
the state’s benchmark for ac-
ademic success. In fact, Pa-
cifica students have scored 
higher on statewide tests in
each of the last fi ve years.

Meanwhile, California
has slashed more than $1.7 
million from Pacifi ca’s ele-
mentary and middle schools 
during the past four years, 
with more cuts on the hori-
zon in 2012. Per-pupil fund-
ing for operating Pacifi ca
schools dropped from $5,531 
per student in 2007 to $4,982 
in 2011, leaving Pacifica
among the poorest districts 
in San Mateo County.  Were 
that not diffi cult enough, the 
district will lose more than
$500,000 next year as fed-
eral stimulus funds expire. 

In response, district of-
ficials instituted pay cuts, 
eliminated maintenance
workers and a principal and 
asked parents to donate sup-
plies (including Kleenex and 
paper towels). Parent and 
community organizations

See PSD, Page 11


