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Community Forum & Opinions
Letters

Pacificans will discuss
widening Highway 1 at the
Sept. 22 public hearing. It’s
too bad that our new superContinued from Page 8
visor isn’t listening.
Don Horsley already
ders with you and have publicly favors destroythought of doing something ing businesses and a home
like this, as they say, there along the highway so comis no time like the present.
muters can get to work
Vera Loewer
a few minutes faster. He
Linda Mar
doesn’t seem to care what
his constituents have to say
about it. He didn’t come to
the first hearing.
Maybe he’s listening to
Editor:
the building trades unions.

Highway
widening

Water Works
Linda Corwin
A special meeting of the
North Coast County Water
District (NCCWD) Board of
Directors was held on Aug.
11 to discuss the general
manager position and to determine a “Process and Criteria for Appointing District
General Manager.” General
Manager Kevin O’Connell

gave out a list of the general
manager’s current workload
which covered four pages.
The discussion on the General Manager position was
held in closed session but
the action taken was reported when the Board
returned to open session.
Cari Lemke, the assistant

Editor:
As we think back on all
the heroes of 9/11 ten years
ago, each one of them helping their fellow citizens and
neighbors, I met a hero of
my own today on 9/11/11.
I awoke early in the
morning to walk my dogs

and watch the historic memorials on television. I volunteered to cat-sit a friend’s
pet so I left my apartment
with my two dogs in tow
and quickly drove to my
friend’s apartment to feed
his cat.
It was still early and
without my morning coffee and feeling somewhat
emotional from the 9/11
memorials being televised,
I didn’t realize that I had
inadvertently left my wallet
on the roof of my car and I
sped the car away quickly

to resume watching the memorials and begin my day.
By the time I got back
home, it didn’t take long for
me to realize I lost my wallet. I retraced my path twice
and returned home miserable thinking about the
inconvenience and which
bank calls to make first.
Suddenly there was a
knock on my door, and as I
opened my front door a very
nice man stood in my doorway and asked my name.
He smiled and handed my
wallet to me. He said he

found my wallet lying in the
street and so he decided to
bring it to me.
This unknown Pacifica
neighbor took the time to
return my wallet. He didn’t
expect any rewards, he
was just doing what came
natural to him in doing the
right thing. He didn’t think
of himself as a hero…but
that’s exactly what he was.
If he’s reading this, I
hope he knows how grateful I am.
Tess Hunt
Pacifica

general manager for administration will be asked to
take the position as interim
general manager. The vote
was 4 to 1 with Director
Brown wanting to retain the
current General Manager,
O’Connell, until the three
largest projects are completed. The “Process and
Criteria for Appointing District General Manager” was
tabled to a later date.
The regular meeting of
the NCCWD Board of Directors was held on Aug.
17. Part of the General

Manager’s report was an
emergency repair to a regulator which stopped working because it was jammed
by corrosion coming from
five valves that were so
badly corroded they could
not function properly. The
valves had to be replaced
along with associated piping. These were originally
installed in 1964 and have
been opened every three
years, operating properly.
The speed of their deterioration agrees with what we
know about chloramine be-

ing more aggressive than
chlorine in degrading metal
surfaces.
Further discussions were
held about the purchase
of the former lumber yard
property and negotiations
with the current owner have
begun. The District chose
two directors to handle the
negotiations and gave them
instructions during closed
session. Also in closed session, the litigation with the
Montara Water and Sanitary District was wrapped
up and the decision to offer

the Interim General Manager position to Cari Lemke
for six months was agreed
upon.
Lemke presented a report, which had been requested by the Board, on
other water agencies that
provide a reduced rate for
medical disabilities. Director Brown volunteered to
work with staff and council
to find a compromise that
will work for the NCCWD.
The next meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday,
Sept. 21.

He’s sure not listening to
us.
Vasili Zipkin
Pacifica

Good
Samaritan

San Francisco supervisor seeks to transfer Sharp
Park Golf Course to the National Park Service
BY JULIA SCOTT
BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

Alister Mackenzie’s 79year-old Sharp Park Golf
Course would close forever under a proposal announced last Tuesday by
San Francisco Supervisor
John Avalos to transfer control of the Pacifica links to
the National Park Service.
The measure would hand
a major victory to environmental groups that are suing San Francisco, which
owns the golf course, over
allegations that flooding

and drainage activities have
been killing the endangered
San Francisco garter snake
and the threatened California red-legged frog.
The city’s Recreation and
Park Department has been
drafting a workable compromise for golf and sensitive
species to coexist there, but
the Avalos measure would
shift the financial burden
of restoring the golf course
by transferring the management of all 417 acres to the
Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA). The
land would continue to be

owned by the city.
“It’s clear we have a liability with endangered species. We need to make sure
we have a plan to protect
them, and the city doesn’t
have the resources to do
that on its own,” said Avalos
by telephone last week.
The 18-hole golf course,
which spans a beach side
lagoon and two Pacifica
neighborhoods, is within
the geographic boundaries
of the GGNRA. The agency
manages two preserves in
the area, Sweeney Ridge
and Mori Point. GGNRA

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
WIDENING WOES
A concerned Pacifican writes:
“Pacifica will suffer months of
unabated construction noise
and dust along Highway 1 if
we don’t speak out now to stop
the highway widening and get
a more balanced transportation system. Businesses and
residences along Highway 1 will
have those familiar divider walls
between them and the highway.
The community turned out in
large numbers at the last public
meeting to say, ‘NO FREEWAY
THROUGH PACIFICA.’ Say
so again at the public meeting
on Thursday, September 22
from 6:30 to 9 p.m., Pacifica
Community Center, 540 Crespi
Drive at Highway 1. The City of
Pacifica is a cosponsor of this
highway-widening proposal, so

let your City Council members
know what you think. Email a
written comment by October 7
to Yolanda Rivas, Caltrans, Attn:
Thomas Rosevear, thomas_rosevear@dot.ca.gov. Email a letter
to the editor of the Pacifica
Tribune: elarsen
@bayareanewsgroup.com.”
LUCEBONES FOR GARDENS
“I am holding Super Saturdays
at my office throughout September to benefit Pacifica Gardens.
When people come in for chiropractic or massage, I donate
100 percent of the proceeds to
Pacifica Gardens for its Gala
Dinner on October 1.”
(Cynthia Luce, DC, 420 Old
County Road, Rockaway Beach,
lucebones@yahoo.com,
650-888-8829)

spokeswoman Alex Picavet
said her agency is aware
of the measure but won’t
take a position until it gets a
closer look.
“It would be compatible
with the management practices of the National Park
Service. We are not opposed
to it, nor are we advocating
for it,” she said.
In previous statements,
the GGNRA has indicated
that it would be open to taking over Sharp Park Golf
Course. It would seek funding to develop a long-term
plan to transform it into a

RACCOONS AND SKUNKS
The following is excerpted from
a Sacramento Bee story that
may have some relevance for
Pacifica, which like Sacramento
has creeks and open spaces:
Skunks and raccoons have
always lived in Sacramento
neighborhoods, not to mention
the river and creek corridors
weaving through the city. Their
populations may have increased
due to a bountiful winter, many
housing vacancies that create
more nesting habitat, or some
combination. Experts don’t
know if skunk and raccoon
numbers have increased. The
species are so common and
abundant that nobody pays
much attention to them until
they cause trouble. “Raccoons
readily live in close association
with humans,” said Dirk Van
Vuren, a professor of wildlife
biology at the University of
California, Davis, and an expert
on human-wildlife conflicts.
“Raccoons can get accustomed
to people, and then they become
defensive.” It may be that these
animals have become dependent
on human garbage, pet food and
handouts – and are now acting

preserve and public park - provided the city resolves
some hot-button issues like
flood control.
Under the proposal, the
Recreation and Park Department would extend an
official offer to the National
Park Service by Jan. 1.
It’s unclear when golfing
would cease. Sharp Park
has a reputation as a moneylosing golf course, but longtime golfers say that’s overblown.
The measure would give
Pacifica residents a San
Francisco resident golf card

aggressively in response to any
threat to these resources…get
pets vaccinated against rabies
as a precaution. In areas where
raccoons are known to be
present…people might want to
avoid walking their pets after
dark. The long-term solution is
for city residents to secure their
garbage, pick up debris and
fallen fruit around their homes
and businesses, and not intentionally feed wildlife. Homes
and outbuildings should be
inspected regularly to eliminate
potential denning sites in attics,
under decks and foundations…
It is not widely known, but if a
homeowner calls a pest control
company to trap a raccoon, state
law requires the trapped animal
to be killed, said Jason Holley,
a supervising wildlife biologist
at the California Department of
Fish and Game. Trappers and
pest control companies are not
allowed to relocate a nuisance
animal, because this simply
moves the problem and creates
new competition for resident
wildlife in the new area, Holley
said. Also, relocating a nuisance
animal does nothing to correct the problem that created
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to play on any public San
Francisco course, but Sharp
Park die-hards maintain
there’s just no substitute.
“It’s a place that’s affordable, that lets the average
person come out and play
golf. There is no course that
has the same kind of family
atmosphere that Sharp Park
has,” said David Diller, who
has played at Sharp Park
for 45 years and sits on the
board of directors of Sharp
Park Golf Club.
The city of Pacifica also
opposes San Francisco’s efforts to end golfing there.

the nuisance. Another raccoon
will likely move in to exploit
the same abundant urban food
source. “People need to take responsibility in properly storing
their food and garbage and not
providing attractants,” Holley
said. “Anything we can do to
keep the wild critters wild, that’s
where it’s at.” (Matt Weiser,
Sacramento Bee, September 8)
SWAMI SEZ
“A brave man may not live
forever, but a cautious man lives
not at all.” (Richard Branson)
SITESEER
• Recycled cardboard pet
chalets: cascades.com
• Click daily to help critters:
theanimalrescuesite.com
• Self-employed share or rent
office space: coworking.info
MAYBURRITOVILLE
• Wandering & Wondering:
PacificaTribune.com
• Meandering: LomaPrieta.
SierraClub.org
• Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
• Blog: PacificaRiptide.com
• Email: mayburrito
@goofbuster.com

