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Highway1 fix

Editor:
We are retired professional firefighters who have
served in Pacifica collectively for over 100 years.
We support the Highway 1
traffic bottleneck solution
being considered.
It is imperative that Rt. 1
be widened with improved
east-west turning lanes for
very sound reasons. Safety,
in our opinion, is the No. 1
reason this improvement
needs to be facilitated as
soon as possible. Our firefighters are dedicated, hard
working
professionals.
We understand the consequences that delays in help
can cause. The condition on
Rt. 1 at this choke point is
intolerable.
Everyone has seen the
commute traffic congestion.
Couple this traffic density
with poor road shoulders
and you have a problem
with emergency vehicles
getting through. A break
down, accident or flat tire
only makes matters worse.
We have heard the arguments that “it’s only a 15
minute delay”.....15 MINUTES! — that can be the
difference between life and
death for someone suffer-

ing from an accident or
heart attack.
For most of the coast, the
nearest hospital is north of
Pacifica which requires ambulance runs north on Rt. 1.
If a fire emergency breaks
out during commute times,
fire engines are en-route as
well. If a large fire is in the
north end of Pacifica, equipment has to be sent north to
assist or repositioned to the
south to provide standby
coverage. Firefighters and
EMT personnel absolutely
cannot afford to be delayed
during emergency service
calls.
In any event, we believe
it irresponsible to wait any
longer to implement a Rt.
1 widening to solve traffic
congestion we have seen increase for over 20 years.
Rt. 1 is a regional highway and thousands of Pacificans use it as their only
way out of town.
For emergency personnel, Rt. 1 is our lifeline to
protect Pacifica. We do not
want to tell any Pacifica
resident we were late to a
fire or medical emergency
because we were stuck in
traffic.
Jim Bonner, Battalion
Chief, Pacifica Fire Dept,
retired. 38 years of service
Bob Trapp, Battalion
Chief, Pacifica Fire Dept,
retired. 33 years of service
Steve Engler, Battalion
Chief, Pacifica Fire Dept,
retired. 30 years of service

My Turn
David Canepa

Improving Highway
1 traffic in Pacifica
San Mateo County’s coastal
cities, including Pacifica and
Half Moon Bay, lack the rail
services/transportation options
of cities along the Bay, so most
people travel by car. It is easy to
understand why some see that
as the only way to go. When
I lived in Pacifica for eighteen
years I probably took public
transportation fewer than three
times. And I cannot recall in the
last fifteen years when I have
taken public transportation to
visit with my family and friends
in Pacifica. The pending proposal to widen a 1.3-mile stretch
ofHighway1inPacifica is based
on that thinking. Yet there are
other solutions that can be implemented much more quickly,
at a lower cost without displacing residents and businesses
along Highway 1.
Widening Highway 1 would
reduce commute times by just a

few minutes, but it would cost
at least $52 million, take years
to complete, and would negatively impact more than 1,000
neighbors who live close to the
project. Spending $52 million
to widen from four lanes to
six lanes (three through lanes
in each travel direction) is not
cost-effective. Those are sales
tax monies San Mateo County
residents approved in 1988 and
extended to 2033.
The less costly, quicker alternatives suggested by Pacificans
deserve serious analysis instead
of being quickly rejected by San
Mateo County Transportation
Authority staff.
This would
be less disruptive to Pacifica
residents by avoiding the harsh
construction impacts: noise,
traffic back-ups and potential
“razing” of private residential
and commercial property.
How would synchronized

Highway
widening

Editor:
In a recent pro highway widening column for
the Half Moon Bay Review
Pacifican Mark Stechbart
unfortunately misinformed
and mislead the online journals readership concerning several aspects of the
six lane highway widening
proposal. Please let me explain.
The widening proposal
will permanently “take” almost six acres of known
Environmentally Sensitive
Habitat Area (ESHA) and
wetlands plus nearly four
more “temporarily” during
construction. The EIR/EA is
proposing to use 5.1 acres
of city-owned property that
is not wetlands but the side
of a nearby hill as a mitigation bank to offset the take.
Mr. Stechbart chose not to
mention this.
The budget for this proposal is north of $50 million,
which for his own reasons
Mr. Stechbart failed to mention, and is still rising mainly
because the project needs to
acquire 17 privately owned
parcels of land, one of which
is a family residence plus
two more parcels which are
businesses. The money to
fund this proposal has not
been approved by SMCTA
or Caltrans, and certainly
not by the City ofPacifica.
ramp metering work at intersections through Pacifica during peak hours? What’s the cost
of improving bus service vs.
the costs of widening Highway
1? Can people be persuaded
to carpool? How many commuters would take a shuttle to
BART? How would a reversible lane added to the main flow
of traffic as on the the Golden
Gate Bridge ease traffic in peak
commute hours?
The SMCTA owes it to its
residents to carefully consider
all the alternatives before it opts
for a solution that may temporarily benefit some while harming others. I grew up in Pacifica,
and still have family there. Pacifica holds a special place in
my heart. Even in coastal communities, people should be able
to get around without having a
car. Yet this is difficult for Pacificans right now.
On Thursday, Sept. 22,
there will be a public hearing
to consider the widening at the
Pacifica Community Center on
Crespi from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Daly City Councilmember David Canepa lived in Pacifica and
serves on several San Mateo
County Regional Boards including C/CAG (City/ County Association of Governments), and
HEART (Housing Endowment,
and Regional Trust).

lems?” Ms. Harris asks
some serious questions
of Mr. Cimo. Oddly, she
cites some conservative
principles and objectives,
and then seems to dismiss them as “irrational
thought.”
He, at least, is dismissed as a good photographer, but I guess not as
rational or reasonable.
I think all of Ms. Harris’
questions except the final
“”planetary” one may be
summarized as follows:
How may we the people
of the United States restore and/or improve the
well being of our people
and communities? The
specific problems cited all
revolve around lack of financial resources.
The conservative principles and objectives cited
may be summarized:
1) strict adherence to
the U.S. Constitution
2) government fiscal
restraint. I doubt many
people, even conservatives, believe these are the
solutions to all our problems. But I do believe that
most conservatives and
libertarians believe that
these are essential starting points in any course
of action, because:
1) the Constitution defines what government
functions are legitimate.
Editor:
2) the Constitution deIn her Sept. 14 letter fines our individual per“How to Fix the Prob- sonal and property rights.

Mr. Stechbart’s opinions
in his column are merely
his own wishful thinking
and do not represent anywhere near a majority of
Pacificans or Coastsiders
who generally oppose this
project. Also, many, if not
all of the ordinary people
who were responsible for
the tunnel who Mr. Stechbart seems to imply support
the widening proposal, are
actually united against this
project for, among other
things, the obscene cost to
taxpayers of more than $50
million, its voracious appetite for private and public land acquisition, and
the paid consultants who
project major development
based on ABAG recommendations for the coast in the
near future and imply the
tunnel will be a growth-inducing factor in all this.
The question that isn’t
being asked is this: is your
commute worth nine acres
of ESHA and wetlands, 17
privately held parcels of
land, a family home, two
businesses, 5 acres of city
owned hillside and $50
million of county taxpayer
money?
Todd McCune Bray
Rockaway Beach

Bigger
problems

3) while the Constitution gives Congress the
authority to incur debt, it
also gives it the responsibility to honor its obligations.
4) the U.S. Federal
Government and Federal
Reserve have the de facto
responsibility to maintain
the real value of U.S. currency, or at least to prevent any precipitous devaluation.
I think a rational, informed U.S. citizen would
agree that the federal
and other governments,
over many years, have
incurred debt and liabilities imprudently, leading
to the economic security
threat we face, in addition
to our national, state and
local troubles.
While
conservatives
and libertarians may reject tax increases out of
hand, I think rational
liberals might agree that
alone, tax increases will
not solve the problems.
If the United States defaults on its debts, or hyper-inflates U.S. currency,
we will not only keep the
problems we now face,
but get new ones, orders
of magnitude greater.
Is it irrational or unreasonable to conserve the
Constitution and the dollar?
Of course not.
Ken Potts
Linda Mar

City officials review Palmetto Street
improvements with business owners
Mayor Mary Ann Nihart
walked Palmetto Street with
city personnel and business representatives. While
they were in the shops, they
handed business owners information about upcoming
improvements to the neighborhood.
Beginning in March 2012
two major projects will commence to improve the appearance of Palmetto Avenue from
Clarendon north to Paloma.
The projects are the undergrounding of all utilities and
the removal of utility poles and
streetscape improvements.
These changes are based on a
design plan developed by the
West Sharp Park Advisory
Committee working with the
Palmetto Avenue businesses
and property owners.
Utility undergrounding
The utility undergrounding
work will begin next March
and is slated for completion in
September 2012. The project
will involve placing all electrical, telephone and cable wires
in conduits under the street
and the removal of the utility
poles. New energy efficient

streetlights to replace those
currently on the poles have
already been purchased and
are ready for installation at
the completion of the project.
The funding for the purchase
of the streetlights came from
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act under the
Energy and Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant
program.
The cost of the undergrounding project will be
funded by money set aside
by the utilities for such projects. The funding includes the
cost of converting service to
each property from overhead
to underground. Businesses
and property owners should
not see any charges for the
project unless there are issues
inside a structure that need
repair.
A meeting for the affected
properties will be held in early
October and notices will be
sent to each property owner
and business. The notice will
also be posted on the city’s
website www.cityofpacifica.
org.
For more information on

the undergrounding project
contact the City of Pacifica
Engineering Division at 650738-3767.
ImproveStreetscape
ments
The streetscape improvements will be started at the
conclusion of the undergrounding project and should
be complete by Summer of
2013. Those improvements
will include widening of the
sidewalks, providing wells
for street trees, improved
crosswalks at intersections
and other items such as new
garbage containers, bulb out
and sidewalk planters and
benches. The City has budgeted $1,500,000 in the 201112 Budget to cover the costs
of these planned streetscape
improvements. The funding
for the streetscape improvements comes from funds that
are dedicated solely for capital improvements and cannot
be used for general operating
purposes.
For more information on
the streetscape project contact Lee Diaz, Associate Planner at 738-7341.

Wandering &
Wondering

information collected. In California, more than 38,148 residents
filed complaints of identity theft
to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in 2010, according to
the Consumer Sentinel Network
Report published in March 2011.
The same report showed that
38 percent of all identity fraud
John Maybury
complaints filed with FTC in 2010
were from consumers 50 years
and older. “Seniors can be prime
targets by identity thieves and
20: paperback $9.99 (signed
WE CLEAN UP NICE
scam artists,” said Mike Prusinski,
copy); Kindle, Nook, iPad e-book
On Coastal Cleanup Day, Sepdownloads $5.99 (signed postcard senior vice president of corporate
tember 17, IBL students teamed
of the cover). The story according communications with LifeLock
up with parents and volunteers
(lifelock.com), the industry leader
to Kurt: “Colt Lewis is a rookie
from the neighborhood to clean
in proactive identity theft protecfire paramedic, worried about his
up every street in West Sharp
tion. “Often a more trusting genskills and obsessed with finding
Park, from Paloma to Clarendon,
eration, seniors are more likely to
the severed foot of his first victim
and from Beach Boulevard to
trust someone who contacts them
after she dies in his arms. His
Francisco (see photo from Lynn
directly, posing as a representaAdams, Pacifica Beach Coalition). search takes him on a wild trip
tive of their health care provider,
into the interconnected lives of a
government agency, or financial
research student with the rarest
BEAUTIFUL & WILD
institution. These fraudsters use
blood type in the world and the
“This is my friend Mike (see
a false representation to gather
fetishist who is stalking her. In
photo) with his dive gear, picking
the personal information – often
the corridors of medical research
up the pieces after getting rolled
a Social Security number – from
laboratories, the shadowy underon the pass-through at Pedro
the unassuming consumer.”
Point. It can be a tricky maneuver world of body parts dealers, and
Considering advances in techunderground Goth clubs of Los
getting through there, especially
nology, criminals no longer rely
coming back from Devil’s Slide. It Angeles, Colt uncovers a tangled
maze of needles, drugs, and ritual, solely on the telephone as a way
shot me through, but when Mike
to dupe unsuspecting consumers
all of which lead to death. But
came behind me with his tank
from handing over their personal
whose death?”
and stuff, the wave turned him
information. Email and text messideways, and the next one rolled
sages have surfaced as the latest
SENIOR SCAMS
him, and he got pinned under the
A new phone scam targets vulner- platforms used by identity thieves.
boat against the rocks for a good
“Always remember to never hand
able seniors. The caller poses as
half-minute. He was out by the
over personal information from
time I dragged my kayak onto the a representative of the local court
unsolicited phone calls, emails,
system and warns the senior of a
rocks, but his boat was half-filled
or text messages,” said Prusinwarrant that has been issued for
with water. It’s a beautiful and
ski. “Create a habit of deleting
his or her arrest for failure to rewild place, and it’s right here at
or hanging up, then looking up a
port to jury duty. The representahome!” (Richard Shafer, posted
tive offers to find a way to cancel
trusted phone number to contact
on Pacifica Riptide)
the warrant if only the law-abiding the agency that was ‘supposedly’
citizen provides his/her complete
reaching out to you. More often
CODE BLOOD
name, Social Security number,
than not you will find the original
Kurt Kamm’s new firefighter
and date of birth. The represencontact was fraudulent.” Once an
mystery novel “Code Blood” is
tative confirms that a follow-up
identity thief has pieces of your
now available. For a limited time,
call will be made to cancel the
personal information, the damyou can buy the book directly
warrant. That call is never made.
age that can be done is limitless.
at kurtkamm.com at a reduced
The identity thief is on his/her
Identity theft is far greater than
price. It will go on sale on Amaway to cashing in on the personal just credit card fraud, which aczon and in bookstores October

counts for only 15 percent of the
total identity theft complaints filed
with FTC in 2010. Know someone
who has already fallen victim to a
scam? Let him/her know that the
National Crime Prevention Council (ncpc.org) offers resources to
help victims of identity theft and
fraud.
SWAMI SEZ
“As a writer, I need an enormous
amount of time alone. Writing is
90 percent procrastination: reading magazines, eating cereal out
of the box, watching infomercials.
It’s a matter of doing everything

you can to avoid writing, until it
is about 4 in the morning and you
reach the point where you have to
write. Having anybody watching
that or attempting to share it with
me would be grisly.”
(Paul Rudnick)
MAYBURRITOVILLE
• Wandering & Wondering:
PacificaTribune.com
• Meandering: LomaPrieta.
SierraClub.org
• Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
• Blog: PacificaRiptide.com
• Email: mayburrito
@goofbuster.com

