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Community Forum & Opinions

Hello from China
BY RYAN BALL
SPECIAL TO THE PACIFICA TRIBUNE

Hello from China. I am
glad to be writing for the
Pacifica Tribune again, as
this is an exciting time in
my life and certainly worth
chronicling. I am living
and teaching English in
Shenzhen, a city in China
situated just north of Hong
Kong.
I hope to provide a
thoughtful perspective of
Shenzhen and its people
in my writing. This is my
first time traveling outside of the United States,
and I have for a long time
wanted to see what lied beyond the Pacific Ocean. In
this instance, the answer
is a hot and sticky climate

with a city larger than any
I have ever seen. The city
of Shenzhen has its charm;
it is very green here given
the tropical environment.
And out of this rainforest
sprouts high-rise apartments as far as the eye
can see. Never have I seen
sprawl on this scale. When
I can buy a camera, believe
me there will be photos.
The company I work
for is EF English First, and
they have given me invaluable support in establishing a life out here. They
helped me find housing,
open a Chinese bank account, and even provided
me a cell phone.
We trainees are being
babied by comparison to
the other teachers before

My Turn
Steve Paterson, Community Div. Publisher
Shame on us
Newspapers, especially
newspapers,
community
have an obligation to the
community to propose a
fair and balanced presentation of the facts.
We are after all in the
position of community
watchdog looking out for
the greater good of the
community through presentation and investigation of the facts is our job
journalistically. It recently
came to my attention that
we were publishing letters

of endorsement from citizens supporting their chosen candidate. I am the one
responsible for ceasing this
practice on the Opinion and
Editorial Page of the Pacifica Tribune at the beginning of September. Why?
Well, in the 30 years I have
been associated with the
newspaper business in multiple markets, I had never
seen this practice. Endorsements as a rule are done by
newspapers and their editorial boards or members, if
they are done at all. Most

My Turn
Ryan Ball

us. EF has several schools
all around the world and
has been in China for 15
years. Their program is
a very good one with a
well thought out curriculum. Even though I have
never taught in my life, I
feel comfortable taking on
the challenges of teaching
given this company’s support system.
One of my focuses in
writing about China will be
culture shock, those fleeting moments where one
is surprised by situations
and behavior that are unusual to them.
For instance, the traffic here seems crazy to me.
Shenzhen was a fishing village up until the late 1970s;
much like the buildings,

cars are new to this area.
Thus, traffic laws are different from what we know
(I have read that right of
way laws are inverted)
and drivers alarmingly
weave around other cars
and pedestrians. I have
felt compelled to run when
crossing the street more
than a few times, and I am
disconcerted by the lack of
seatbelts in taxis.
Another instance of culture shock is about (if you
can believe it) Pizza Hut.
When I was growing up,
Pizza Hut was a last resort
dinner solution for my family. By contrast, Shenzhen’s
Pizza Huts have gotten a
classy upgrade. It stepped
up from barely food to
one of those upscale shop-

newspapers today choose
to portray the facts as they
are presented in a form
that is to the best of our
knowledge as factual and
accurate as possible. I have
checked with my colleagues
locally to see if this was a
local practice? It appears
that the Pacifica Tribune is
alone in this practice.
In this political season
there are ways to endorse
your candidate. It is called
a paid political advertisement. The reason for this
is quite simple; if the newspaper were to print all the
letters endorsing candidates from their supporters, we simply would not be
able to fit them all in as the

cost would be prohibitive.
After all we, as other businesses, are a business with
investors and owners who
seek a profit. That puts the
newspaper in the inevitable
position of choosing which
letters to publish. This act
alone puts the newspaper
into a position of possibly
being viewed as supporting one candidate over the
other, or at best building an
untrue perception of that
fact. This is the reason for
political advertising as it
levels the playing field and
takes the newspapers subjectivity out of the equation.
So shame on us for trying
to please our community
in the past by allowing this

themselves what the candidates
are promising if elected.
The Tribune will also be covering the various community
election forums: Chamber of
Elaine Larsen
Commerce, AAUW, Pacifica’s
Pacifica Tribune Editor & Publisher
Environmental Family and Channel 26 and any others that are
under way. We will be publishing planned.
Election policy
We also intend to invite all of
Pacificans have asked the Tri- the City Council candidates’ statebune their plans for covering the ments (their political platforms) the candidates to the Pacifica Trielection season which is already so that our readers can read for bune to meet with our staff and

From the E&P

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
ReStore
ReStore is a resale business that sells new and used building materials, furniture, appliances, and home improvement items to the general public. All materials are donated
by local retail businesses, building contractors, suppliers,
and individuals, and are made available for sale to the
public at 50 percent to 90 percent below retail prices. All
donations are tax deductible, and proceeds go to the local
Habitat for Humanity affiliate to build houses for families
in our community. Each ReStore is operated by a local
Habitat for Humanity affiliate and each one is unique. ReStores need donations, shoppers, and volunteers! Please
contact your local Habitat ReStore for more information:
1411 Industrial Road, San Carlos. If you have something to
donate, Pacifican Pierre Messerli says he will be happy to
coordinate and lend a hand. Just email him at messerli1@
mindspring.com.

Online Voter Registration
On September 19, California Secretary of State Debra
Bowen and State Senator Leland Yee launched California’s online voter system, increasing security, reducing
cost, and allowing easier participation in the democratic
process. Yee’s legislation created this new system, which
is expected to increase voter turnout.

Social Media for Audience Engagement
More than 4 billion videos are viewed on YouTube every
day. Twitter sees more than 340 million tweets every day.
And LinkedIn, with more than 175 million members, is the
most powerful business networking engine in the world.
Social media are reshaping how we communicate, learn,
share news, entertain ourselves, participate in politics and
public life, search for new employees and employers, transact business, and create company-consumer relationships.
Your participation, interaction, and collaboration in social
media are required by your audience. Join up and leverage
the power of social media and storytelling to develop and
engage audiences, and build trusting relationships. “Social
Media for Audience Engagement” will give you a founda-

Summer vacation is over,
and the children are back at
school. I do love my kids, but
summer vacation is hard on
everyone. As a dyed-in-thewool hare, having no structure to the day sends me and
everyone else into a tailspin.
The first echoes of “I’m bored”
were heard not 48 hours af-

ter eighth grade graduation.
By July, inquiries were being
made as to when school was
starting. One child was counting down the weeks, and one
was assessing each day, “I’ve
done nothing this summer.”
And others were honing their
skills in “crazy-making” behavior. So, below is my final
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ping mall restaurants like
Elephant Bar or BJ’s. I’m
talking about a personal
pizza being served in its
own skillet. The wait staff
was none too pleased to
see me walk in, though; it
was clear I couldn’t speak
their language. It took a
half hour before one of
them was willing to try and
take my order. However,
this might also have to do
with how packed and busy
the restaurant was. I have
since been informed that
it’s not impolite and often
necessary to shout for a
waiter’s attention. In the
future, I will be less hesitant to make myself known
and ask for service.
This experience and
others like it have given me

practice. However, if the
Pacifica Tribune strives to
serve the greater good by
being fair and balanced we
must detour from this practice.
I have heard from many
saying that by already publishing some letters in August that we have tipped
the scale. My experience
is that the community has
a short memory and that
most decisions are made
before this point or at the
last minute for those who
are undecided.
By not publishing any
letters in September or in
October, that will be a period of no endorsement letters for two months prior to

our newly-formed Citizen Editorial Board to share their views for
the Tribune’s potential endorsement that will be written by myself and our Community Division
Publisher, Steve Paterson.
People have asked about our
letters to the editor policy when
it comes to candidate endorsements. Our company policy is that
political endorsements are advertisements and should be treated

impetus to learn Mandarin.
As I do not yet speak the
language, I have not really
gotten to know the Chinese
people who live here. I will
make a concerted effort to
understand and be understood in Mandarin. Only
then can I offer a balanced
perspective of China and
its people.
I will continue to find
time to write and share
my experiences halfway
across the world.
For next month, I will
be detailing my first trip
(of many) to Hong Kong.
Thank you again to the
Tribune and to Pacifica.
I already miss home, but
I’m sticking with this for a
year and i’m really glad to
be here.

the election. In the coming
weeks, we will publish all
the candidates platforms
for all to read and judge
for themselves prior to the
election. If you feel strongly
about your particular candidate and want to express
why others should feel the
same way as you do, then
put a notice in the newspaper advocating for them.
We will do our best to bring
the platforms and agendas
of the candidates forward
in a balanced and unbiased
presentation.
This way a clear and informed decision may be had
by all when they go to the
voting booth to make their
choices.

as such. The political ad rate is $14
per column inch which means a 2by-3 ad is $84. People can pay for
an endorsement individually or go
in with others; they do not have to
be a Political Action Committee
to purchase ads. (My apologies
for the few endorsement letters
that got in before this policy was
clarified).
Still, I think ads are reasonable
and fairly priced.

Prior to the hearing, the public may submit comments in
one of the following ways: snail mail to San Mateo County
Transit District, District Secretary, P.O. Box 3006, San
Carlos, CA 94070-1306; email changes@samtrans.com;
telephone 1-800-660-4287 or 650-508-6448 (TTY for hearing impaired). Hearing-impaired and non-English-speaking attendees may arrange for sign language or foreign
Surfrider Fights Seismic Tests
language translation by calling 650-508-6242 or 650-508Surfrider Foundation (surfrider.org) is fighting to stop 6448 (TTY for hearing impaired) at least three business
seismic testing slated to begin off the coast of Central Cali- days prior to the hearing.
fornia this November. Pacific Gas and Electric Company
(PG&E) proposes the tests to assess the susceptibility of Inner Edirot
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Generating Facility to seismic “The budget savings would likely be little conciliation to
activity. A 240-foot ship would tow powerful air cannons the estimated 125 employees of the Golden Gate Transit
along a 50-mile stretch of the Central Coast, shooting bus system who would lose their jobs if Marin County
deafening underwater explosions (upwards of 250 deci- elects to cut ties.” (Bette Thomas and G-Man think that
bels) every 13 seconds for 42 straight days. This would be reporter Jeffrey Schaub of KCBS News, who wrote the
catastrophic to local marine life, especially marine mam- above, meant to say “consolation,” not “conciliation,” but
mals, which rely on their sensitive auditory capabilities then who ever said that spellcheckers were supposed to
for communication and navigation. The takings permit for think as well as spell? Isn’t using the right words what
the project estimates the amount of wildlife that could be writers and editors are supposed to do?)
killed includes 15 blue whales; 13 humpback whales; 1,652
bottlenose dolphins; 1,062 California sea lions; 1,485 south- You Can’t Hide Online
ern sea otters; and thousands of other marine mammals, Wanna see where you stand online? Check out your social
along with untold scores of fish and birds. This potential media standing, reputation, identity, and privacy (or lack
loss of wildlife is even more staggering, considering it thereof) by googling yourself on Google’s new Me on the
would impact areas specially designated to protect ma- Web. Also worth checking out: whostalkin.com, reputarine life. There is also significant concern that the air gun tion.com, yasni.com. Caution: The results may surprise
noise may threaten the health of ocean recreationalists in you, for better or worse.
the testing zones, including divers, swimmers, and surfers. Surfrider has submitted comments to the California Siteseer
Coastal Commission, and encourages public opposition • Election polls and surveys: politico.com
to the project at the commission meeting October 10 in • San Mateo County Democrats rumble with Romney and
Oceanside. (Surfrider is a nonprofit grassroots organi- Ryan: sanmateodemocrats.org
zation dedicated to protection and enjoyment of oceans, • Fun stuff for smart masses: thinkgeek.com
waves, and beaches through a powerful activist network. • Be creative online: drawastickman.com
Founded in 1984 by a handful of visionary surfers in Malibu, California, Surfrider has 250,000 supporters, activ- Swami Sez
“When your work speaks for itself, don’t interrupt.”
ists, and members worldwide.)
(Henry J. Kaiser; suggested by Scott McKellar, who
harvests juicy Kaiser quotes online)
SamTrans Ends BART PLUS?
SamTrans is holding a hearing to take public comment on
proposed discontinuation of SamTrans participation in the Mayburritoville
BART Plus Ticket program, and proposed elimination of Copyediting: Goofbuster.com
three underutilized bus schedules. The proposed changes Blogging: PacificaRiptide.com
would go into effect in January 2013. The public hearing is Meandering: LomaPrieta.SierraClub.org
at the SamTrans Administrative Office, 1250 San Carlos Email: mayburrito@goofbuster.com
Avenue, San Carlos on Wednesday, October 10 at 3 p.m.
tion in the strategic uses of social media and hands-on experience using the most current social media platforms,
tools, and technologies. October 22-23 from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., lunch included. UC Berkeley Graduate School
of Journalism. Tuition: $845. Contact Vicki Hammarstedt
at 1-510-642-3892.

progress report for the summer of 2012. Uses of Various
Forms of Media – Since I had
two writing projects to accomplish this summer, I was depending heavily on our favorite babysitters, Ms. Cable and
Mr. Internet. I was tempted
to prepay the cable bill three
months in advance just to be
certain these two were around
to help placate the children.
They scored high in utilizing
electronic media. New accounts at Club Penguin were
made, Minecraft was played
so much it crashed a computer
and various forms of music
wailed…I mean wafted up the
floor boards. They pass this

section with flying colors.
However, use of literary
media remains at an all time
low. I love books, and I always
have suggested to my children
that reading them was a way
of alleviating boredom. I really
did say that, in English; however, it did not translate well
into their minds. They need
improvement in this area.
To one child’s credit though,
while reading his summer assigned book from school, he
said to me, “Mom, why didn’t
you tell me there were good
books?” The temptation to
defend myself was overcome
with my joy that there is hope
for these kids and their rela-

tionship with literature. “Yes,
there are many,” I responded
with muffled glee. Physical
Education – my children met
standards of sufficient physical activity. One honed her
swimming skills, one learned
a new trick on the skateboard,
hikes were taken, walls were
climbed…you get the picture.
Interpersonal Skills – Unfortunately, this is where my children exhibit exceptional skills.
Bickering was taken to a new
level. The older children have
abandoned bickering altogether and have resorted just
to yelling and throwing previously said literary media; but
theyounger ones felt their need

to explore how far their talents
would take them on this road
of excruciatingly annoying
communication. “I’m smarter
than you.” “No, I am smarter
than YOU.” “No, dummy, I am
older,thatmakes me smarter.”
Crying, “Mom, she said I was
dumb, am I dumb?” Multiply
that conversation by the number of days of summer and you
know why I had to dye my hair
by the end of vacation.
Like I said earlier, I do love
my kids, but now I am becoming reacquainted with peace
and quiet, and am enjoying
their company, at least until 3
o’clock. “Mom, there’s nothing
to eat.”

