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Letters
Continued from Page 6
criminate against minorities
validating my point.
So don’t worry Mr. Alverson we’ll keep ‘em comin.’
Might even admit a mistake
– if that ever happens.
John Blanchard
Linda Mar

New column
Editor:
I suggest that Mark Coby
start his own liberal column
so that we conservatives can
critique and subjugate him to
the same type of mockery he
likes to direct at our very own
Frank’s Salon. How easy it is
for Mr. Coby to throw rocks
from the safety of his little
progressive enclave instead of
providing us with the entertainment Mr. Cimo has offered
his conservative readers, as
John Maybury has for his liberal readers. To disagree with
one’s politics is a right, to ridicule someone’s writing style is
the violation of one devoid of
attractive qualities. Many of
us enjoy the madcap illustrations and photos Mr. Cimo incorporates in his material and
we hope he continues. Dare
I say it’s none of Mr. Coby’s
business how columnists com-

pose their work. In Mr. Coby’s
latest pit bull attack, he has
taken to copying Mr. Cimo’s
style; specifically, his recent
By the Numbers article. I was
especially entertained by his
one entry: 0 – “The amount of
times either former President
Bush or Vice President Dick
Cheney will be mentioned in
the 2012 Republican National
Convention.” Once again you
have been proven wrong Mr.
Coby and I have the recordings
to prove it. Now here’s a few
numbers for you to chew on:
13 – Number of accusations
against Bill Clinton of either
sexual misconduct, sexual assault, having sexual relations
with a subordinate government official in the People’s
House, or outright rape.
850,000 – Amount paid
in an out-of-court settlement
with Paula Jones to drop the
sexual harassment lawsuit
against our ex-President. A lot
of money from someone who
claims he did nothing wrong,
no?
68 – Number of Democratic
female members of Congress
and liberal women’s rights
group who hardly said boo
over Clinton’s outrageous conduct with female members of
our society. And had it been a
Republican President?
So Bill Clinton, who swaggers around like some honorable and just Ambassador-of-

Goodwill will give a primetime
address at the 2012 Democratic
National Convention? Fine, just
as long as your party spares us
those contrived statements of
moral indignation. There you
go Mr. Coby, gnaw on that
piece of red meat for a while.
Bill Alverson
Pacific Manor

Politics
Editor:
Yet another election year
and another endless list of
speakers at both major political conventions. Last night
was Governor Christie of New
Jersey and his moment to go
after President Obama and
the Democrats. At the Democratic Convention, it will be Bill
Clinton’s turn to go after the
Romney-Ryan slate. Here we
go again. So I have no choice
but to offer a few more items
from my collection of political
quotations.
1) from Adlai Stevenson
during the 1952 campaign
(that’s 60 years ago for those
keeping count) “I offer my opponents a bargain. If they will
stop telling lies about us, I will
stop telling the truth about
them!” (sound familiar?)
2) a question from an unknown author. No telling
whether from a red state or
a blue state, “How come we
choose just two people to run
for President and 50 for Miss

America?”
3) from the Irish writer
Sean O’Casey “Politics and
politicians. I don’t know why
but they seem to have a tendency to separate us to keep us
from one another while nature
is always and ever making efforts to bring us together.”
Rev. Piers Lahey
Daly City

BY IAN BUTLER
Two of the most controversial issues in Pacifica are
the highway widening and the
Quarry, so let me further complicate matters with a flippant
proposal that combines the
two into one giant uber-controversy. And it just might be
our best option. The way I see
it, the main problem with highway widening is that it’s just too
damn wide. There is already
not enough room for the businesses on either side, and it’s
a long way for any pedestrian
that (heaven forbid) needs to
cross. Add two more lanes plus
an optional center island and
many of us would rather take
our chances tight-rope walking
Niagara Falls.
Next door in the Quarry the
problem is that in the present
economy nobody in their right
mind would want to develop
it any time soon, and we don’t
have much time until the redevelopment zone turns back
into a pumpkin. Meanwhile the
businesses at Rockaway Beach
hang on by a thread awaiting
something, anything that will
attract more visitors.
So what can we do now that
would increase the viability of
the Quarry while simultane-

ously easing traffic congestion
and attracting more visitors?
Allow me to introduce the
“Rockaway Business Loop,” a
term that I would have copyrighted if absolutely no effort
were required to do so.
The loop would simply go
through the Quarry from the
light at Reina Del Mar to Old
County Road and/or Dondee
Way in Rockaway. Let’s face it,
there’s plenty of room for a twolane road in the Quarry. Heck,
Peebles was proposing to put in
a road and several hundreds of
homes, businesses, a ballpark, a
townsquareandstillhave room
for “open space,” so a road is
pretty much the least we can
put there. At the moment much
of the area is mostly a breeding
ground for gophers and pampasgrass,soonanenvironmental level there’s really not much
to miss.
Therealquestionis whether
this would actually alleviate
traffic on Highway 1, and the
answer is: a little bit. All drivers
heading to or from Rockaway
could avoid the bottleneck, and
during peak traffic some brave
commuters would choose to
take the business loop, effectively allowing the traffic on
Highway1tokeepmovingwhile
the light is red.
More importantly, it would

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
Phooey on Fact-Checkers
“Romney pollster Neil Newhouse, responding to media
objections to a Romney campaign ad that falsely claimed
the president had eliminated work and job training
requirements for welfare beneficiaries, declared: ‘We’re
not going to let our campaign be dictated by fact-checkers.’” (from a September 1 San Francisco Chronicle
editorial “Do the Facts Matter?”)

Tom’s Tall Tales
For the ultimate in armchair travel around the wilds of
California, San Francisco Chronicle outdoors columnist
Tom Stienstra always spins good yarns about hunting,
fishing, wildlife, hiking, camping, nature, and environment. Here are a few highlights gleaned from his August
26 column: Two men in Mammoth Lakes put a wild bear
into a trance on their front lawn by playing didgeridoos
on the deck of their home. At a Mono County garbage
dump, a hungry bear snatched a full trash bag out of a
man’s hand. In Yosemite, a record 17 bears have been
hit by drivers, most of whom were speeding or driving distracted (rangers say they are cracking down on
such law violators). Senate Bill 1221 to ban the use of
dogs for hunting bears and bobcats is winding its way
through the Sacramento legislative maze on its way to
the governor’s desk for signing. Military veterans who
are honorably discharged and have a service-oriented
disability of 50 percent or more can get a state fishing
license for $7.05. In 2012, bald eagles have been sighted
at Napa-Sonoma Marsh Wildlife Area and Sacramento
National Wildlife Refuge (editor’s note: and as previously reported, at Crystal Springs watershed and
Chabot Lake wilderness area). A new handheld device
called SunMate ($10) measures ultraviolet (UV) levels
and sunburn risk. A great white shark reportedly took a
bite out of a kayak angler’s watercraft in Monterey Bay
off Capitola.

Get Healthy
San Mateo County Get Healthy Collaborative is working
to inform organizations and community leaders about
ways our communities can “Get Healthy.” As a result of
Get Healthy’s efforts over the past eight years, San Mateo County’s obesity rates declined this past year by 5.6
percent, making it one of only three Bay Area counties
where obesity rates decreased. Get Healthy’s redesigned

on behalf of the public good,
and consider it a privilege to be
able to do so. I read an online
comment stating something to
the effect that “we don’t need
the best and the brightest public employees, just someone
to do the job.” Is it really the
case, where we don’t want our
research scientists, VA nurses

and doctors, teachers and the
like to be our best and brightest? Please take a moment to
consider these people before
adding to the anti-public employee frenzy.
Michelle Stevenson
Linda Mar

Media
conduct
Editor:
I am concerned with recent
comments in our local, regional
and national media denigrating public employees and the
work they do. While there is
always room for improvement,
and there will always be those
in both public and private employment whose job performance leaves something to be
desired, painting all public employees as lazy and ineffective
is beyond unfair. I know many
public employees who are true
Public Servants, and take their
responsibility to the citizenry
very seriously. In the current
“what’s in it for me” climate,
it may be hard to believe that
some choose to go into public
service even though more lucrative private sector careers
are available. Among those are
scientists, engineers, and other
professionals who feel a duty
to put their expertise to work
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diversify the traffic flow. Right
now there is only one way to
drive from Reina Del Mar to
Fassler, and if it’s blocked for
any reason your only choice
is which swear words to utter
and at which volume. But if
there were a frontage road, or
“business loop” available, you
would have a real choice, and
that is important, especially if
you happen to be an emergency
vehicle.
It’s been said that adding
more lanes to cure traffic congestion is like adding more belt
to cure obesity — it just encourages more driving and the new
capacity is quickly filled up. But
adding alternatives is another
matter. In San Francisco there
is no correct way to get anywhere; every driver has his or
her own way of getting around,
andthis works remarkably well.
For example, when the Embarcadero freeway was torn down
traffic actually improved because the drivers spread out
across multiple alternatives.
As the name implies, a business loop would route commuterstowardsexisting businesses,
while enticing new businesses
into the area, hopefully leading
to the critical mass needed to
become a thriving destination.
And even if nothing is ever built
in the Quarry, the Rockaway

area is also in the redevelopment zone, so revitalizing that
area would boost the city’s bottom line.
The real obstacle to this
idea: reality. For one thing
Caltrans is pretty much done
choosing it’s plan and this ain’t
it. They’ve already received 11
alternate plans from the public and have shown no interest
in considering any of them, so
there’s no reason to think they
will consider the 12th. But they
once famously said they “don’t
do tunnels”, so they are capable
of responding to public pressure and doing the right thing,
once all other options have been
exhausted.
Even if Caltrans could be
convinced, the area is ground
zero for more warring factions
than the Middle East, so the
odds of something like this actually coming to pass are only
slightly better than the Pope
converting to Judaism.
Nevertheless, this can be a
useful mental exercise, an example of the possibilities that
open up when we break free of
the environment/development
dichotomy that has paralyzed
our city for years. If both sides
are willing to give some ground
then maybe we can find some
common ground, and maybe
even some common sense.

website (gethealthysmc.org) provides a one-stop shop
where people can share information, discover creative
ways to stay active, and become informed on upcoming
events, workshops, and available funding to support
local programs. Starting as a task force to prevent childhood obesity, Get Healthy has grown into a successful
collaboration of cities, community leaders, and organizations across the county. Because wellness begins where
people live, learn, work, and play, Get Healthy works to
develop strategies that can reduce and prevent obesityrelated health conditions associated with unhealthy eating and physical inactivity. Get Healthy places a special
focus on the areas in the county with the fewest opportunities and options for physical activity and healthy food.
The Get Healthy website is all about what is happening
locally, such as bike lanes, organizations with wellness
policies, reducing sugary-drink consumption, and Safe
Routes to School.

Child Car Seat Safety
Assemblyman Jerry Hill, D-San Mateo, predicts that
the child car seat safety bill he introduced and Governor
Jerry Brown signed August 27 will save lives. Hill has
hosted several child car seat safety check events in his
district and observed firsthand that an alarming number
of seats are not installed properly. “Ninety percent of
parents and caregivers believe they have installed child
safety seats correctly when, in fact, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) research show
that seven out of 10 children are improperly restrained,
putting them at risk for serious injury or death when
they are in an car crash,” Hill said. “This bill will save
lives.” Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of
death of children 3 to 14 years of age. Many of these
deaths can be prevented through the proper use of child
safety seats. According to the NHTSA, child safety seats
can reduce fatal injury by 71 percent for infants and by
54 percent for toddlers, 1 to 4 years of age. Current law
requires every public or private hospital, clinic, or birthing center, at the time of the discharge of a child, to provide and discuss information on the current law requiring child passenger restraint systems to the parents or
the person to whom the child is released. AB 1452, which
takes effect January 1, 2013, adds a requirement that
parents be notified about where, and at no cost, the child
passenger restraint system can be inspected and proper
installation instruction can be given. Hill introduce
similar legislation (AB 2667) that was approved in 2010
by the Legislature but vetoed by then-Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger, who maintained that parents should
take responsibility for installation and use of child safety
seats. Some fire stations and California Highway offices
are among the agencies that provide free car safety
inspections. To find the closest agency that conducts
car seat safety checks, visit safekids.org and then click

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, your goals are easily achieved this week. All you really
need to do is set your mind to them and everything will fall into
place along the way.
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you may feel rushed by outside pressures, but it really is
up to you to set your own pace. Everything will get done if you
just relax.
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Those closest to you need a little space and respect, Gemini. Just
give them what they need and all will go smoothly. Wednesday
could be a trying day.
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you may need to act quickly before things start moving
in the wrong direction. You have to take control and make sure
things are on the right course.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you can have fun doing just about anything this week. You
have lots of energy, so maybe something physical will fit the bill.
Grab a crowd and go to it.
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, things have not been going your way, but that is no reason
to be disappointed. You will soon find a way to bounce back and
get back on track.
LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, this week you have the uncanny ability to impress people
in one-on-one conversation. Start by focusing all of your energy
on one particular relationship.
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, it’s time to assess your health and make a few changes
for the better. It’s within reason to change your diet and exercise
more often. It will be to your advantage.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you will find you’re incredibly efficient this week,
both at home and at work. If you have time left over, you may
want to help a coworker or family member.
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, both work and family issues are on your mind, but
you can only tackle one set of concerns at a time. Figure out
which one is a priority and set your wheels in motion.
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you are likely to feel amazing this week, so much so
that you actually do a double-take in the mirror to make sure it’s
you looking back. Savor every moment.
PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you may have some trouble figuring out what is real and
what’s a facade this week. Others can provide backup if you need
it.

Famous Birthdays

SEPTEMBER 16
Nick Jonas, Singer (20)

SEPTEMBER 20
Gary Cole, Actor (56)

SEPTEMBER 17
Cassandra Peterson, Actress (61)

SEPTEMBER 21
Bill Murray, Actor (62)

SEPTEMBER 18
Lance Armstrong, Athlete (41)

SEPTEMBER 22
Scott Baio, Actor (52)

SEPTEMBER 19
Adam West, Actor (83)

“In Your Area.”

Free Library E-Books
San Mateo County Library (SMCL), which includes
Pacifica’s two public libraries (Sharp Park and Sanchez),
has added a new digital platform for e-books and more
than 1,500 titles to its collection. Axis360 is a new digital
media service that offers interactive e-books enhanced
by color, video, and audio. Library users can access
a growing collection of bestsellers, new releases, and
classic titles, as well as heavily illustrated e-books such
as children’s storybooks, cookbooks, and craft books.
Readers with a San Mateo County Library card can take
advantage of the new e-book service 24/7 when they visit
the library’s website from a computer or mobile device.
The cloud-based delivery system greatly simplifies the
process of downloading what patrons want to read onto
the devices they prefer to use, including Apple, Android,
and Windows tablets and smartphones. At the end of
the lending period, titles automatically expire and are
returned to the digital collection – eliminating late fees.
Axis360 is the most accessible e-book platform available,
allowing limited-sight patrons guided reading as well
as text-to-voice options for all titles. To check out and
download e-books and more, visit smcl.org/axis360.

Siteseer: Back to School
Visit parade.com/homework for a list of apps to help
organize school assignments, create flash cards, and the
new feature called History: Maps of the World, which
connects historical events to their geographic locations.
These apps are free, and they work on iPhone and iPad.

Block That Cliché
Acid test: from the use of nitric acid to test gold for
impurities; inferior metals decompose, gold does not.
(Gregg Levoy)

How’s That Again?
“Fast-paced direct mail firm seeks full-time proofreader
on a part-time basis. On-site hours are 9-5 during
September and October, with weekend work in October
a possibility. Must have prior proofing experience, attention to detail, and ability to not make mistakes.”
(Craig’s List want ad)

Swami Sez
“Instead of giving a politician the keys to the city, it
might be better to change the locks.” (Doug Larson)
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