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Community Forum & Opinions
My Turn
Bruce Hotchkiss

Adios, Pacifica!
It seems so long ago that
my then-wife and I crested the
hill to descend into Pacifica.
We couldn’t believe that
a town perched on the Pacific Ocean was one of the
least expensive housing
markets on the Peninsula.
We found our little house
in Fairway West and moved
into it in June 1991. With a
lot of work we transformed
a rather rundown rancher
into a pleasant home.
One of the first things we
did was subscribe to the Pacifica Tribune. We felt, and I
still do, that a newspaper was
essential to the well being

of a small town. After a few
weeks of reading the Trib,
and specifically the “Letters to the Editor” section, I
noticed a disturbing trend.
Many letters referenced the
writer’s tenure in Pacifica,
identifying themselves as a
longtime resident.
Why is that so important I
thought,whyistheirthoughts/
opinions more important than
mine or anyone else’s who
was not a “longtime resident,”
and what specifically denoted
a longtime resident?
I thought the attitude was
pretty provincial. I think I
even wrote a letter to the Ed-

very illuminating. If he doesn’t
show a picture or he’s next to
someone cut out of the picture, he’s either married or in
a relationship. If he’s next to
a sports car, monster truck or
motorcycle, chances are he’s
false advertising. If he’s got his
shirt off, he’s probably not interested in pumping anything
but iron. If he’s seen skiing,
skydiving, running a marathon
or some other adventurous activity, he’s too preoccupied to
sit for a photograph and therefore, too busy for you.
I want a man that I can’t take
my eyes and hands off of. I’m
not looking to get married anytime soon but if I do, he’ll probably be a little older, divorced or
widowed. He can have six kids
for all I care as long as they have
jobs with health care benefits.
There is this young surgeon
I’ve got my eye on. I had to have
a biopsy and although the hospital isn’t exactly singles night
at the club, he turned out to be
cute. At the follow-up appointment I sensed a connection, so I
gave him a tip that I thought he
should consider when making
incisions on naturally big busted
women, because speaking for
myself, I don’t like the attention
I get when I go braless in public.
In the final report to my primary
doctor, he wrote some very complimentary statements that had
nothing to do with my recovery.
I understood his code but I let
several months go by before I
decided to do anything about it.
I called my sister in-law
who’s a prominent physician
and asked what she’d think
if a former patient asked her
out. She said she’d welcome it,
but it rarely happens because
no one wants to take the risk.
With that in mind, I sent my
surgeon an email. Busy as he
is, 90 minutes later, he wrote
me back!

Relatively
Speaking
Dorsetta Hale

Ah, Men!
Now that I’m single after
three decades of marriage,
I’ve got my eyes wide open.
It’s been a long time since
I’ve actively pursued a man,
so I’m a bit rusty as to what
to do. When you’re married,
you don’t even have to try.
You can be minding your own
business and people hit on you
as though having a spouse and
kids are aphrodisiacs.
I was a sophomore in high
school the last time I went looking for love. I was visiting my
best friend at her school and
just as classes let out, the halls
filled with a sea of students.
Then, head above the rest, I
saw him. He was tall, wearing a varsity jacket and smiling directly at me. He looked
like Jackie, the eldest brother
of the Jackson Five, only better. I couldn’t believe my friend
hadn’t told me he existed. Long
story short, I tried out for, and
made, my school’s cheerleading team so that he’d see me in
action when his school played
mine. We became an item for
two whole months; a lifetime in
teen years. As much as I loved
living my dream for a moment,
the reality was, he didn’t live
up to my expectations or the
hype created in the basketball
program: 195 pounds, 6 feet 5
inches tall, 3 inches of which
included his Afro. Turned out
he only wanted one thing and
I was holding out for the real
thing, so I passed him onto
the next girl.

itor asking just how long one
had to live in Pacifica before
he/she mattered – never got
an answer.
Albert Einstein said that
insanity is doing the same
thing over and over again
and expecting different results. I don’t know if people
in Pacifica, or at least a certain element, expect different results but over the years
it has seemed to be déjà vu
all over again.
When I came to Pacifica,
the city was broke. The big
deal of the day was a vote
on a street lighting and
beautification tax that really
wasn’t (or was it?) about
street lighting or beautification. The ballot measure
lost and we’re still waiting
for street lighting and/or
beautification.
Pacifica may be known as
the city that never gets anything done. We talk about
everything ad nauseum,
then we vote and everything

I don’t want to be one of
those women who just waits for
a man to come along. Seriously,
the Post Office rarely rotates
their carriers, the Fed Ex men
are so impatient that they just
ring the bell and leave, and the
bridge toll takers are only nice
so you don’t throw your money
at them. So where do you meet
available men?
A few online dating sites have
been having specials where you
get matched with people and
communicate with them for
free. I tried a couple; one had a
questionnaire so long it felt like
a college entrance exam. Most
of the questions were things
you’d ask on a first date, so basically, you’d know everything
about the person before you’d
even met. Where’s the mystery
in that? The catch is that the site
won’t allow you to see what your
matchlookslike.Wellthen, what
is the point? I mean, I do understand the compatibility reason
behind it, because I would never
choose the people I now find
sexy based on their picture. Alec
Baldwin and John Travolta have
gained several pounds since
they were heartthrobs, but Alec
didn’t lose his voice and John
still moves like John Travolta.
Seinfeld creator Larry David
has a wicked sense of humor
but looks like your average bald,
old high school history teacher.
And Craig Robinson, (Darryl on
The Office), couldn’t be sweeter
when he fights to control his
smile because he knows he
looks rough and tough.
The matchmaking sites that Contact Dorsetta Hale at:
do let you see the pictures are www.dorsettahale.com

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
FRESH & EASY OPENS HERE
MARCH 9
Fresh & Easy Neighborhood
Market has announced opening
dates for several of its first stores
in Northern California in March.
These store openings will create
more than 275 jobs throughout
Northern California. Fresh &
Easy is accepting applications
for positions on its website at
freshandeasy.com. Opening dates
include Pacifica (Pedro Point
Shopping Center) on March 9.
Entry-level positions start at $10
an hour in California and offer
quarterly bonuses of up to 10
percent as well as a 401(k) with
company match. The company
believes everyone deserves access to affordable and comprehensive health care and provides
all employees the opportunity to
work at least 20 hours per week,
which entitles everyone to vision,
prescription drug, dental and
medical coverage, with Fresh &
Easy paying at least 75 percent.
For each new store opening,
Fresh & Easy invites neighbors
to nominate a local, nonprofit
organization to receive a $1,000
donation. Based on nominations
from the neighborhood, store
employees will select the winning charity. Charity nominations
are accepted at freshandeasy

.com/goodneighbor. To learn
more about Fresh & Easy, neighbors and customers are invited
to join Friends of Fresh & Easy
at freshandeasy.com/friends. By
joining, customers will have access to exclusive offers, the latest
news on their favorite products,
and a free canvas bag.
FIRE THE COPYEDITOR
“How one program curtails the
sex abuse that skyrocketed after
Haiti earthquake...Melanie Megevand brings women and their
husbands together to talk openly
about sexual abuse, which helps
to relieve tensions at home.”
(from the Christian Science
Monitor, posted on Bay Area Editors’ Forum)
UNCLE SAMTRANS WANTS
YOUR OPINION
SamTrans is conducting an online survey to determine the best
way to deliver information to customers and to understand their
reasons for riding the countywide
bus system. Through January 28,
customers can take the brief survey by visiting the transit agency’s website at samtrans.com and
clicking the survey link on the
main page. Participants will be
entered in a drawing to win one
of two SamTrans monthly passes

stays the same. How many
charettes have we had on
how many different developments? How many have actually gone forward?
In 1991, the Manor overpass and its traffic “nightmare” was a hot topic. That
hasn’t changed. Over the
past 20 years I’ve seen at
least three proposals for the
Quarry yet it is still, with the
exception of Calera Creek, a
scar upon the earth.
Despite the best intentions of many citizens, or in
another view because of the
intentions of others, Pacifica
is a mishmash of ugly block
buildings with rusting nails,
‘50s ranchers, and a few architectural gems.
Some people blame Caltrans for building the 4-lane
Highway 1 through Pacifica.
But that happened over 50
years ago and not much has
improved since.
Pacifica still has enormous potential; it is still an

affordable place to live. The
Quarry is still, in my less than
humble opinion, a great site
for a “downtown.” It is time
the “build it” and the “keep it
green” people started working together. Yes I know this
is a simplification but c’mon
folks, look around you; you
can do better.
None of this is why I am
leaving. It’s all about the finances and enjoyment of
life. Four short years ago I
met a woman, Nadine, who I
want to spend the rest of my
life with.
Two years ago I promised
her 20 years. Then coworkers started having heart attacks; a man I admired in
So Cal who worked for the
same government department dropped dead of a
heart attack at work. It was
then that I decided to retire
and enjoy life instead of
joining the ranks of those
who die on the job.
Because of my divorce and

a couple of bad financial decisions I found that it would
be impossible to stay here
and retire. So we’re moving
to a part of the country where
homes are still affordable.
I will miss Pacifica, not
necessarily the damp and
cold that chills to the bone,
not the salt air that eats
away my cars, but the sound
of the ocean at night or early
in the morning, and the sight
of the Farallon Islands when
the fog lifts. I will miss the
people in town who I have
grown to respect even if I
don’t agree with them.
I will miss the Tribune,
not just because they’ve
given me an outlet for my
writing, but also because it is
the voice of Pacifica. There
are new, Internet news
sources but never, ever let
your printed paper die.
All my best to Pacifica.
Please, please surprise me
when I come back for a visit,
show me you can do it.

Weekly Poll:
Rate the fast-food restaurants! Which has the best burgers; which has the best fries;
which has the most nutritious choices? Which is the best overall?
•
•
•
•
•

McDonald’s
Burger King
Wendy’s
Jack in the Box
In-n-Out

Visit us online at www. pactificatribune.com to participate in the poll. The results
will be posted in the Pacifica Tribune next week as well as online. Visit us online
every Thursday to answer a new poll question!

Last week’s poll results:
How do you feel about the legalization of marijuana?
0%

10%

20%

30%

Should be legal but regulated
like alcohol and tobacco

6%

0%

Should be legal by
prescription and dispensed
by a iicensed pharmacist like
any other prescription drug.

10%

3%

Should NOT be legalized

by filling in the optional information at the end of the survey; only
one chance per customer. Nearly
45,000 people ride SamTrans on
an average weekday. If you are
one of those people, SamTrans
wants to hear from you.
BAY NATURE TURNS 10
The Bay Area is home to 7.5 million people, who own 5.7 million
personal computers, and newspapers and magazines are folding
like the paper they’re printed on.
One notable exception is Berkeley-based Bay Nature magazine,
which marks its 10th Anniversary
January 22 with a fundraising
gala at Oakland’s Lakeside Theater in the Kaiser Center, featuring local food, wine, and presentations by local writers, artists,
and musicians. Bay Nature was
conceived 14 years ago as a
collaboration between Heyday
Books publisher Malcolm Margolin and Loeb, who is executive
director of Bay Nature Institute,
the nonprofit that publishes the
magazine. With recent environmental disasters such as the Gulf
oil spill and the toxic sludge spill
in Hungary, Loeb stresses that it’s
vital for people to connect with
nature right where they live. Loeb
attributes Bay Nature’s ongoing
health to the tremendous community support it has received
over the years from readers, writers, photographers, conservation
groups, green businesses, and
more. The lineup at Bay Nature’s
10th Anniversary Gala on January 22 will be emceed by Doug
McConnell and features a host of
local talent, including music by
Laurie Lewis and Tom Rozum,
presentations by Heyday Books
publisher Malcolm Margolin,
a drawing lesson by John Muir
Laws, and an awards ceremony

60%

58%

Should be legal by prescription
and dispensed at medicial
marijuana outlets

Should be legal by prescription
but handled with the strict
guidelines of a Schedule II
drug, dispensed by a licensed
pharmacist approved by the DEA.

50%

6%

Should be legal in all cases

Should be legal by prescription
with two doctors’ signatures and
dispensed at medical marijuana
outlets by certified technicians.

40%

for conservationists Harold
Gilliam, Doris Sloan, and Dr.
Marty Griffin. In addition, Nancy
Skinner is slated to present Bay
Nature with a state Assembly
resolution that recognizes the
magazine’s 10 years in publication. For more information about
the 10th Anniversary activities,
visit baynature.org/gala.
GUBERNATORIAL POSTMORTEM
This is the much-anticipated
postmortem conference, January
21-22. Come join fellow political
junkies and find out from the
campaign pros, pollsters, and
journalists what really went on
during the 2010 race. Check out
the entire conference schedule
and register now at igs.berkeley.
edu (space is limited). Hotel Shattuck Plaza, 2086 Allston Way,
Berkeley.
TALL SHIPS ARRIVE IN
SF BAY
The brig Lady Washington and
the topsail ketch Hawaiian Chieftain bring one-of-a-kind living
history experiences to Redwood
City for two weeks starting January 21. The official ship of the
state of Washington and her companion ship are scheduled to tie
up at the Port of Redwood City
near the intersection of Seaport
Court and Seaport Boulevard.
The ships will host school groups
from surrounding communities and offer three-hour sailing
excursions for the general public.
The ships are taking reservations
for one-hour and three-hour living history education programs
during the school week. Students
learn hands-on how 18th-century mariners explored the west
coast of North America. For
more information, contact Roxie

17%

Underwood, education programs
manager, 800-200-5239, ext. 201,
education@historicalseaport.org
ETHNIC MUSIC AND DANCE
First: Kitka and Milla Milojkovic
with the Chicago Tamburasi,
Friday, January 28 at 8 p.m. This
is the culminating event of the
Culture at the Crossroads concert
series. Second: San Francisco
Tamburitza Festival, Saturday
and Sunday, February 19 and
20, all day. For the past decade,
the Croatian American Cultural
Center has annually showcased
the best tamburitza music in California and presented nationally
renowned orchestras. The festival
is highlighted by two rare West
Coast performances by Šarena,
the all-women tambura group
from Cleveland. Third: Children’s
Celebration of Ethnic Dance,
Sunday, March 6 at 12 noon.
(Croatian American Cultural
Center, 60 Onondaga Avenue at
Alemany, San Francisco; visit
croatianamericanweb.org or call
510-649-0941)
SITESEER
■ Eyes on the beach: surfline.com

SWAMI SEZ
“My great-grandfather did not
travel across 4,000 miles of the
Atlantic Ocean to see this country
overrun by immigrants.” (Steven
Colbert, testifying on September
2010 before the House subcommittee on immigration)
MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
Blogger: Pacifica Riptide, SF Gate
Peninsula
Copyeditor: Goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor classes
(mayburrito@goofbuster.com)

