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Community Forum & Opinions
Letters and Op-Ed Policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding these
limits will not run.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. Stick
to the issues. We will not print any libelous or
inflammatory material. We reserve the right to
decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar
and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough drafts
— final version only. We reserve the right to edit
minor errors of spelling, grammar, punctuation,
and fact, but if your submission requires major
editing, we will return it to you to fix and resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address, and
telephone number with all submissions, but only
your name and district where you live will appear
in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com or U.S. mail to P.O. Box
1189, Pacifica, Calif. 94044 or fax 359-3821 or
in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura
Vista Dr.). Please type and double space. Email
submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted may be
published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune
or any of its publications, or any other BANG newpaper or website.
* The opinions and “factual assertions”
expressed by columnists & letter writers are theirs
alone and not those of the Pacifica Tribune.

Chemtrails

Editor:
I am well aware of the
“Chemtrails” David Crain describes in his letter of Jan. 26.
However, as a flight engineer
and pilot for 51 years and
22,000+ logged flight hours, I
only dealt in realities, not conspiracy theories. I just could
never find a “tin foil hat” that
would fit.
George Martin
Linda Mar

Recycling

Editor:
Regarding Recology of the
Coast and every other week recycling: I have delayed writing
so that I could really give it the
“college try.” But this is getting
ridiculous. Last year, Recology of the Coast took over our
trash and recycling programs
with loud pronouncements
about how they were going to
increase and improve our recycling efforts. They sent out
nice cans and I like that we no
longer needed to separate our
recycling into separate bins
or carry them to the curb. But
they now only pick up recycling every other week. How
does this increase recycling?
I end up putting the recycling overflow into my garbage
can every other week. I thought
it was a state mandate that we
recycle landfill and increase
recycling. How can this be
done when the recycling ends

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson

up in the trash? Then there is
the green composting barrel. It
gets about three or four inches
of compost per week and I almost never take it to the curb
and, driving around town, I
see I’m not the only one. Why
are they picking up that can
weekly when the recycling is
going to the garbage can? I
simply do not understand.
Gail Colbern
Sharp Park

larger in size. I checked my
email. Someone had sent one
concerning chem trails. (http://
www.forbiddenknowledgetv.
com/videos/meteorology/evergreen-aviation-admits-tochemtrail-contracts-with-usaf.
html) Those of you who are
interested in learning more
about what is and has been
happening for many years
here and across the globe
should appreciate this and is
all the more reason that we,
as citizens, should demand
a detailed explanation from
Editor:
We have all recently found our government as to the purout that San Francisco has fi- pose of these “Chemtrails” and
nally decided to maintain the why the public has never been
Sharp Park Golf Course. This informed or consulted about
is definitely the right result for their purposes.
Dale Emde
Pacifica. )I want to remind evLinda Mar
eryone of how hard Julie Lancelle worked toward this end.
During the controversy, she
took a lot of heat for her efforts,
Editor:
and I hope now we remember
It’s becoming harder and
to give her our thanks.
harder to be a good driver.
BJ Nathanson
Have you noticed that most
Former Planning Commis- peopledonotusethereturnsigsioner and Chair
nals any more? Perhaps that’s
due to the reaction of alerting
the driver in the next lane that
you wish to come over, which
Editor:
I appreciate David Crain promptly causes that driver
adding to the info about smoke to speed up because, heaven
in the sky. After reading his let- forbid, you should be in front
ter I went outside and saw at of them.
I like to keep three to four
least four lines of white smoke
stretching from the south car lengths of space between
horizon to the north horizon me and the car in front of me,
slightly east of my home. The but that’s an open invitation
smoke had already spread out for every lane-changing fool to
and all columns were much cut me off, which is OK in the

Golf Course

Bad drivers

Chemtrails

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
CALIFORNIA GARDENS
California Gardens: Beauty & Sustainability
With Native Plants. A one-day symposium
on native plant gardening and design on
Saturday, February 19 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
at Foothill College Smithwick Theater, 12345
El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. Talks by
California’s leading horticulturists and designers: Bart O’Brien, Bernard Trainor, Dr. Glenn
Keator, Judith Lowry, Nevin Smith, Paul
Kephart, and more. Plus: Plant Sale, Book
Sale, and more. Organized by the California
Native Plant Society (Santa Clara Valley
Chapter). Hosted by Foothill College Environmental Horticulture Department. Sponsored
by Santa Clara Valley Water District and Bay
Area Water Supply & Conservation Agency.
Registration is now open. Space limited:
register now to reserve your space. For more
information and registration, call 650-2603450 or visit symposium.cnps-scv.org.
WE’RE ALREADY
FRESH & EASY
Thanks to Piers Lahey for mentioning my
favorite grocery store in Pacifica: Oceana
Market in Eureka Square, Sharp Park. Steve,
Martha, and the rest of the crew there are
the friendliest grocers in town. The butcher
has free-range, organic meat and fish, the
deli makes creative salads and hot dishes
(e.g., eggplant parmesan, kahlua pork with
cabbage, shepherd’s pie, house-made guacamole), and there is even a health food aisle. On
a smaller scale, but also offering an amazing
variety of specialty foods and regular groceries
in an amazingly small space, is another favorite: Sun Valley Market in Park Mall, Linda

Mar. And, of course, on the north end of town,
Joe Murillo continues to sell some of the finest
produce and meat in town at his Farmers
Market in Manor Shopping Center. So let’s
support our locally owned supermarkets even
after Fresh & Easy opens here March 9.
SPOOKY SPOKEO
“Spokeo.com is a violation of privacy that
needs to be stopped. Besides that, when I
looked myself up, there were factual errors, so
opting out is essential. A site claiming to know
your net worth, your income, the value of your
home, your marital status, etc., is bad enough,
but getting it wrong on major issues could
have effects that are really hard to predict.
Go to the Photo Album on ANTI-SPOKEO
<http://www.facebook.com/pages/AntiSpokeocom/156594964389806> to receive
a picture-by-picture walkthrough of how to
remove your information from this harmful
website. Do so at least once a year to make
sure they do not repost you. Recommend to all
your friends.” (Dan Underhill)
(Note: I know several people who have
removed themselves from Spokeo, but you
should be aware that even after opting out of
Spokeo, much of your personal information is
still easily attainable on the Internet for free or
a small fee.)
GARAGE ART
“Most of these snakes are from driftwood I
find on our Pacifica beaches, usually after a
big storm (see photo). I use both airbrush and
paintbrush; some have as many as 15 coats
of enamel to get the desired effect. The wood
will tell me what kind of snake it will be. I have

sense that it keeps my mind off
the daredevils who tailgate me
with inches to spare.
How about the entitled
people who can’t wait in traffic
like the rest of us? You know,
the ones who cut through by
the bowling alley in the morning and pop out by the Moose
Lodge in the evening? Then
there’s what I like to refer to
as: “The Oddstad Special.”
That’s where you follow the
speed limit to a tee, but then
roll through all the stop signs.
There is one simple solution
—leave 5 minutes earlier
James Steele
Sharp Park

Dody Payne

Editor:
I was greatly saddened this
weekend to hear the news
that Dody Payne passed away
in her sleep early Saturday
morning at her home in Pacifica. Anyone who knew Dody
well knows her life was all
about love. Her family, especially daughter Carol and son
Ken, never left her side and
they made it possible for her
to stay in the house she loved
so much. She had them, her
gardens and a beautiful view
of Mori Point to Pedro Point
and the Pacific Ocean that embraces all Pacifica. She had
friends, many memories and
an unforgettable smile. Better
to remember Dody not with
sadness but with a smile. That

was Dody. Of her many causes
none was dearer to her than
the restoration by the Pacifica
Historical Society of the Little
Brown Church building as a
living landmark and museum
of the history of Pacifica. Her
work and her love will endure
there and in the hearts of the
many people who knew her.
In Dody’s memory I will donate
$100 to the Pacifica Historical
Society for the Little Brown
Church museum fund.
Jack Dodson
Linda Mar

City tax

Editor:
The City Council’s desire
to impose an assessment on
Pacifica’s property owners is
really just a “Tax for Specific
Purpose.” The obvious purpose
is to eliminate the city’s structural deficit. The $20.5 million
bond issued with a $12.6 million interest cost is the cause of
the structural deficit.
Over the next six years the
average cost per year to service
thisdebtwill be $1,165,833. This
is about the amount of money
our City Council wants to raise
per year by opposing its fire assessment on the property owners of Pacifica. The city owed
this money to the state pension
fund. It now owes the money
to the bond holders. The fact
remains that this was and still
is an unfunded liability. This
debt has to be paid. We have

more than 60 of these,” says Gino Gonzales
aka Gino the bartender at Sharp Park Restaurant. Want to show off your garage art? Email
your .jpg photo (with caption) to mayburrito@
goofbuster.com. All are welcome to share their
garage art: mechanics, carpenters, painters,
artists, welders, whoever and whatever.
INNER EDIROT
Two of the worst headlines I have ever seen
in one edition of a major metropolitan daily
appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle on
January 26 (“Suspect slain by police after
wild car chase was man, 19” and “Thieves
who looted poor’s cash sought”). Besides
being in passive voice, both headlines are so
poorly written that you can’t tell what they are
trying to say. The sad thing is that newspaper

no choice. The city is at a point
where it has got to increase revenue or cut services in order to
meet this obligation. But that
does not excuse ignoring our
state Constitution. The property owners cannot be assessed
for the purpose of servicing this
debt. Raising revenue to fund
this debt would require a special tax to be approved by two
thirds of the registered voters at
a regularly scheduled election.
The City Council has made the
decision not to take this honest
course of action.
Instead they have approved
a course of action that will deny
well over half of the registered
voters a voice in this matter.
They are also ignoring the
constitutional requirement for
imposing an assessment just
as the council did back in 2004
hoping for the same outcome.
No parcel in Pacifica had a special benefit conferred on it as a
result of that imposed assessment. We all know what happened to our fire department.
We all know where that money
went. The City Council has
taken the same position that the
end justifies the means. It’s understandable why some of the
City Council members are so
ambivalent about authorizing
this process. After all, they were
elected to uphold our Constitution. I don’t believe they can
honestly say that is their intent
in this matter.
Curtis Stellingwerf
Sharp Park

copyeditors supposedly are the ones writing
the headlines. Worse yet, the headline on big
ads inside BART trains for the Babson College MBA program misspell San Francisco.
Unforgivable!
SWAMI SEZ
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