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Community Forum & Opinions
Letters and Op-Ed Policy
We welcome your letters to the editor and
guest opinion columns. They are a vital part of
this community newspaper. But our time and
space are limited, so we ask you to share responsibility with us by following these rules:
•Be brief: 250-300 words for letters, 750
words for op-ed pieces. We don’t plan to count
words, but submissions clearly exceeding these
limits will not run.
•Be civil and neighborly: no name-calling,
no rants or sermons, no personal attacks. Stick
to the issues. We will not print any libelous or
inflammatory material. We reserve the right to
decline a letter.
•Be clear and concise. Check your grammar
and logic. Do NOT send multiple or rough drafts
— final version only. We reserve the right to edit
minor errors of spelling, grammar, punctuation,
and fact, but if your submission requires major
editing, we will return it to you to fix and resubmit if you wish.
•The deadline for all submissions is Friday
noon of the week preceding publication.
•We will apply these rules fairly and consistently to all our valued contributors: no exceptions, no special favors.
•Please provide your full name, address, and
telephone number with all submissions, but only
your name and district where you live will appear
in print.
• Send your submission by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com or U.S. mail to P.O. Box
1189, Pacifica, Calif. 94044 or fax 359-3821 or
in person to 59 Bill Drake Way (formerly Aura
Vista Dr.). Please type and double space. Email
submissions are preferred.

Submitted Photos Policy
• Send jpeg photos by email to elarsen@
bayareanewsgroup.com. Photos submitted may be
published at our discretion in the Pacifica Tribune
or any of its publications, or any other BANG newpaper or website.
* The opinions and “factual assertions”
expressed by columnists & letter writers are theirs
alone and not those of the Pacifica Tribune.

Thanks, Pacifica

Editor:
I made it through my first holiday season
with the Pacifica Resource Center! Thanks to
the generosity of our neighbors and community
and the tireless work of the PRC staff, we served
150 Pacifica families and individuals through our
Thanksgiving program and 125 families with 242
children through our Adopt a Family program – a
50 percent increase for both programs.
Our holiday programs were made possible
because of the support of community groups;
churches and church groups; schools and classrooms; Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and
Brownie troops; and local businesses and groups,
including 4-H Club, American Legion Post 238,
American Legion Auxiliary, AYSO, Beta Sigma
Phi Laureate Zeta Xi, Cabrillo Family Dental,
Choice Vending Machine, Coastside Farmer’s
Market, Family Martial Arts Center of Pacifica,
Good Shepherd Giving Tree, Healing Waves
Therapeutic Massage, IBL Middle School, In and
Out of Millbrae, Lighthouse Christian Fellowship, Manzanita Elves, MIZPAH, Mrs. Arguello’s
class at Ortega, New Life Christian Fellowship,
Nu Master/Beta Sigma Phi, N.W. Administrators,
OceanShoreSchool,Oceana High School, Ortega
Elementary School, Pacific Skies Estates, Pacifica
Baptist Church, Pacifica Chamber of Commerce,
Pacifica Community TV26, Pacifica Democrats,
Pacifica Fog & Wine Book Club, Pacifica Garden
Club, Pacifica Gardens, Pacifica Libraries, Pacifica Mothers Club, Pacifica Parks Beaches and
Recreation, Pacifica Planning Department, Pacifica Playschool, Pacifica Police Officers Association, Pacifica Public Works Department, Pacifica
Quilters, Pacifica Realtors Community Service
Group, Pacifica School District, Pacifica Social
and Service Club, Pacifica Spindrift Players, Pen-

Cartoon commentary by Tom Jackson
insula Humane Society, Rotary Club of Pacifica,
Seaview Baptist Church, St. Andrew Presbyterian
Church, St. Peter Catholic Church, Sunset Ridge
Elementary School, Terra Nova High School and
Interact Club, Wells Fargo Securities, and many,
many individuals and families that organized
food drives and/or “adopted” a PRC families for
the holidays.
I would also like to thank our Direct Service
Manager Marina Castellanos who worked hard
to match our PRC families with our generous
adopters and found additional adopters to meet
the increase in demand this holiday season; our
Case Worker Ann Cooney who helped enroll our
PRC families in our holiday programs, taking
great care to assess their eligibility for our services and offering additional support as needed;
our Administrative Assistant Dulce Adonis who
accepted gifts from our adopters and made sure
that our PRC families got their gifts in time for
the holidays; and our current and past Advisory
Board who volunteer their time, energy, and expertise to insure that the PRC is here to help when
our neighbors need us.
Thank you Pacifica for continuing to make our
holiday programs a success and for always being neighbors helping neighbors! To learn more
about the PRC, call our office at 738-7470, visit
our website www.pacresourcecenter.org, or find
us on Facebook.
Anita M. Rees, executive director
Pacifica Resource Center

Second story sight

John Maybury

QUARRY COYOTES
Coyotes frequent Rockaway
Quarry and Mori Point. Jan. 29
a pack of them attacked a dogwalker’s dogs. Warning signs are
now posted on trails leading into
the area.
EAGLE EYE
Do you automatically correct
friends’ speech and colleagues’
memos? Are you an eagle eye for
grammar, spelling, and punctuation? If so, consider becoming a
copyeditor/proofreader. Editors
help writers think logically and
communicate clearly. It is a good
way to make a living if you enjoy
reading, writing—and marking
up other people’s work! This
informative Saturday afternoon
class covers skills, training,
terminology, pay rates, comput-

Volunteer for the Land
Trust

Editor:
I wanted to thank the Tribune for printing a
wonderful front page article on the restoration
efforts currently being conducted on the Pedro
Point Headlands. As the article points out, this
project cannot be accomplished without the hard
work of volunteers and many committed organizations. Spearheading this project is the Pacifica
Land Trust (PLT). The PLT is a group of people
who share an appreciation of the multiple values
associated with our natural environment. We
come together to work toward preserving these
values by saving open space and fostering an appreciation of our coast. Formed in 1991, we work
closely with many organizations and local citizens
Editor:
My cousin Clarence is a San Francisco police tomaintainthecharacter and quality of the unique
officer. Recently he was dispatched to handle natural heritage that distinguishes Pacifica and its
a frantic 911 complaint. A woman had called to surroundings. The PLT may be the best kept sereport a man running around nude in front of a cret in town. Our mission to facilitate land acquisition and conservation easements to protect and
large living room window.

Wandering &
Wondering
BEAR HEAD ROCK
Last week I rode Amtrak’s San
Joaquin train to Merced and
caught a cushy YARTS bus (threepoint seat belts!) to Yosemite National Park. I posted grainy photos
of Half Dome and Yosemite Falls
on my Pacifica Riptide blog, using
my Blackberry camera/phone. But
the best shot I got was this mysterious rock (see photo, right) on the
Valley Trail, near the John Muir
millrace site. After looking at this
picture, I decided to call the huge
boulder Bear Head Rock. Can you
see why?

The woman who made the call invited Clarence into her apartment, where he asked, “ Where
is this nude man?” The woman pointed out of her
living room window and said, “He’s right out
there.”
Clarence looked out of the woman’s window
and said “But lady, I can’t see into his apartment
because of the height variance between your
apartment window and his.” “Oh yes you can,” retorted the woman, “ You can see him if you stand
on top of the piano.”
Sarah Palin has said many times, “I can see
Russia from my front room window.” I guess she
has a piano, too.
Little Tommy Jackson
Pacifica

ers, marketing, job definitions,
handling criticism, deadlines,
and part-time and freelance
opportunities. Class is April 9
at De Anza College, Cupertino.
Visit communityeducation.fhda
.edu and click ‘Short Courses’ to
register for course number 021:
Become a Copyeditor/Proofreader. Instructor: Yours truly!
INDUSTRIAL WASTELAND OR
BIRD REFUGE?
Cargill/DMB claims that its Redwood City salt ponds—the largest piece of restorable bay shoreline at risk of development—are
an industrial wasteland, insisting that “any bird who tried to
land here would get his fanny
burned.” Save The Bay video and
photos say otherwise. One of
Cargill/DMB’s primary strategies
is to mislead the public about its
controversial plan. Photos, video,
petition, and more information at
DontPaveMyBay.org.
WHAT’S IN A NAME
Mitch Reid discovered a YouTube video of a band named
Pacifika covering the old Chicago
tune “25 or 6 to 4.” Check it out
at youtube.com.
DEATH SENTENCE
Scholars are warning of the
impending demise of that basic
component of human communication: the sentence. “I see creep-

ing inarticulateness,” says James
Billington, the US Librarian of
Congress. This assault on the
lowly—and mighty—sentence, he
says, is symptomatic of a disease
potentially fatal to civilization.
If the sentence croaks, so will
critical thought. The chronicling
of history. Storytelling itself. He
has a point. The sentence itself is
a story, with a beginning, a middle
and an end. Something happens
in a sentence. Without subjects,
there are no heroes or villains.
Without verbs, there is no action.
Without objects, nothing is moved,
changed, destroyed or created.
Plus, simple sentences clarify
complex situations. (“Jesus wept.”)
Since its invention centuries ago,
the sentence has brought order
to chaos. It’s the handle on the
pitcher, a tonic chord in music, a
stair step chiseled in a mountain-

preserve wild lands in Pacifica and its surroundings requires us to maintain a low profile so that
we can engage in confidential negotiations with
land owners, agencies and other non-profits that
have the funds we need to conduct these transactions. We’re an all volunteer board, so we need
public donations to sustain our operating costs.
The Pedro Point Headland Project was made
possible with a grant from the California Coastal
Conservancy; this project is all about outreach,
building community and not just acquiring, but
enhancing public open space to provide both a
quality visitor experience and restore natural values. We are partnering with the local neighborhood (Pedro Point Community Association) to
build a stewardship program on the headlands.
The PLT has a long history of working to preserve
open space in Pacifica. Mori Point has long been
regarded as the crown jewel of open space in Pacifica. The point was threatened by development
for over a decade. Members of the PLT lobbied
the California Coastal Conservancy and the Trust
for Public Land (TPL) work to acquire the land.
The PLT had to raise the non-recoverable costs
needed to participate in the Mori Point auction
(about $100,000). We won the auction and now
this land is part of the GGNRA.
In 2001 the PLT signed a contract for the purchase of beachfront property along Linda Mar
Beach in part that stretches from the mouth of
San Pedro Creek north to Taco Bell. The acquisition of the land was made possible through the
help of many dedicated organizations and the
land owner. The property is now permanently
protected from any form of development and
became part of Pacifica State Beach. This acquisition also insured that the multi-million dollar
flood control project upstream will remain vi-

side… From his office, Billington
sounds the warning: “The words
‘community’ and ‘communicate’
come from the same root word…
It logically follows that greater
communication would lead to
greater community, would bring
us all together.” Great leaps in
communication create an illusion,
he says, that everyone is going to
come together. The irony is that
every major information revolution in the modern world has failed
to stem misunderstanding and
societal mayhem—or even slow it
down. “In the mid-15th century,
Gutenberg’s printing press did not
forestall bloody holy wars. The
multimedia revolution of the mid19th century… led to increased nationalist passions and wars among
nations… We are moving toward
the language used by computer
programmers and air-traffic con-

See LETTERS, Page 7

trollers; language as a method of
instruction, not a portal into critical
thinking.” (Washington Post)
SWAMI SEZ
“In trying to cling to power,
Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak is in a
state of de-Nile.” (Gary Hanauer)
SITESEER
•Devil’s Slide creative contest:
tunnelvisionwriters.blogspot.com
•Rain barrels, solar panels, conservation training: acterra.org
MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
Blogger: Pacifica Riptide,
SF Gate Peninsula
Copyeditor: goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor class
Email Address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

