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MUDDY BUDDIES
Lynn Adams invited me to
come up and see what she and 
her band of merry planters
(see photo) have been doing to 
restore Pedro Point headlands 
habitat. So on a sunny Sunday,
I got up as usual at the crack of
noon and drove up Highway 1
to the green gate opposite Mitch 
Reid Bridge @ Devil’s Slide,
parked in the muddy lot, and
hiked up the hill to find Lynn 
hard at work digging water bars
to channel runoff. Others in
her crew were busily planting
seedlings to prevent erosion in
slide areas. The entire site looks 
well cared for, thanks to these
monthly work parties that re-
move invasive, nonnative plants
like pampas grass, and plant
distressed spaces with good na-
tive species. Lynn’s group gets
guidance and financial support
from the Coastal Conservancy,
especially when mudslides
strike. Biologist Michael Vasey
of Pacifica Land Trust, which
holds the headlands in trust and
hopes to eventually turn it over
to GGNRA, co-leads the work
parties with Lynn. The day of
my visit, the volunteers had
been hard at it since 10 a.m.,
and after I got the cook’s tour of
the site, with a hike up the sum-
mit trail and back down through

the arroyo, we all gathered
in the parking lot for Lynn’s
famous tailgate party spread
of soup, bread, cheese, grapes, 
apple juice, and cookies. To join 
this worthwhile undertaking
and enjoy the gorgeous scen-
ery, with ocean, mountain, and
coastal views in every direction,
call Lynn at 650-355-1668 (of-
fice) or 415-309-5856 (cell), or 
visit pedropointheadlands.org.

GOOD SAMARITANS
Great story in the San Francisco 
Chronicle (February 18, sfgate.
com) about some young folks in 
Oakland who were so outraged 
at their neighbor beating his pit
bull Blueberry that they bought
a special camera to videotape
the abuse. They took the evi-
dence to the authorities, who
put the bad guy behind bars and
saved the dog’s life.

WONDER WHERE THE
YELLOW WENT?
Pacifica schoolteacher An-
gelique Barry and her husband
tore out the crabgrass when
they moved into their Linda Mar
rancher on the northwest cor-
ner of Rosita and Rio Vista two
years ago, so they were pretty
surprised when bright yellow
oxalis took over. They plan to
landscape part of the yard near

the front door but leave the
colorful yellow ground cover
on the side yard facing Rosita.
Oxalis flowers bloom in full sun,
then close when the sun and
temperature go down. Oxalis
grows wild on the Rockaway
headlands and other open areas
of Pacifica, where it is consid-
ered an invasive species. Oxalis
(wood sorrel) has been used
medicinally throughout human
history, mainly for its active
ingredient, oxalic acid.

HIT AND MISS
The San Francisco Chronicle
can be maddening at times. The 
February 20 Home & Garden
section ran a clever headline
(“Doody calls”) on a story about 
manure composters, and called
them “kings of the dung hill.”
Well done. But on February 18
the newspaper printed a story
(see “GOOD SAMARITANS”
item above) about an abused
dog that “would lie his bloody 
frame on the apartment bal-
cony.” Bah, the old lie/lay error 
rears its ugly head once again

SNOW JOB
What a crock! After a weeklong
blitz of weather forecasts about 
how snow could fall at sea level 
in the Bay Area, the big bad
Canadian storm produced some 
rain and wind, but no white stuff 
except on higher mountaintops
and in a few isolated spots on
the coast. From Skyline Drive,
you could see snowcapped 
Mount Hamilton peeking out
of the clouds. It is mostly clear
and cold now in the Bay Area,
but at least more rain is on the
way this week. To add insult to
injury, our no-go snowstorm
moved south and pelted the Los
Angeles basin. Friends in South-
ern California told me they were 

enjoying snowball fights. Eat
your heart out, Bay Area! See sf-
gate.com for stories and photos 
of Bay Area snowstorms of the
past. Enough snow to make a 
snowball covered San Francisco
on the following dates: Decem-
ber 1882; February 5, 1887;
February 28, 1951; January 21,
1962; February 6, 1976.

CAN YOU BEAT THIS?
Pacifica conundrum: how to beat 
over-the-hill prices. We always
talk big about shopping locally
and supporting our hometown
merchants, but then we lower
our voices and confess that we 
find better deals on the other 
side of the hill. The debate in-
volves both price and selection.
But with a little due diligence 
and a leap of faith, you often can 
meet or beat what out-of-town
businesses offer. Two cases in
point: First, if you like Trader 
Joe’s prices and variety, try one 
of our locally owned grocery
stores, which all sell unusual
items at reasonable prices. Sec-
ond, I had always assumed that 

Costco had the best tire prices 
and selection. But in a recent 
comparison, I learned that Bill 
Meyerhoff’s Seaview Tire and
Brake in Pacific Manor can sell 
you tires you want at prices very
close to Costco’s, plus a lot more
friendly, free tire care and main-
tenance after purchase. So shop
locally, and keep the revenue 
and sales tax here in Pacifica.
Now repeat after me: There’s no 
place like home!

SITESEER
•Increase your online presence:  
onlineidcalculator.com, 
visibility.com
•Wordsmith John Maybury 
finds blacksmith John Maybury 
in his family tree: 
rootsweb.ancestry.com

MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifi ca Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
Blogger: Pacifi ca Riptide 
Copyeditor: goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor class
Email:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

Wandering &
Wondering

John Maybury

was held recently at the
Grosvenor Hotel in South 
San Francisco. Four local 
sports personalities were
welcomed into the PSHOF 
which now numbers 121.

The Pacifi ca Sports Club 
sponsored the PSHOF. Sev-
eral local merchants helped 
defray the cost of the event 
with their donations. A spe-
cial thanks to the following 
merchants:

Mazzetti’s Bakery, Val-
lemar Station, Gust Fam-
ily Trust, Pacifi ca Tribune,
Custom Printing, Luigi’s
Restaurant, Seaview Tire 
and Brake, Camelot Fish 
& Chips, Kenny’s Cafe, Vi-
sions Seaside Spa, Frank 
and Andy Gabin, Don and
Hazel Beck and Richard
Gogan.

Special recognition to 
Harry Morrow for coordi-
nating the program presen-
tations and Carlton Yee for 
directing the audio-visual 
portion of the program. 
Thanks to Mayor Mary Ann 
Nihart for her welcoming 
remarks. San Mateo County
Supervisor Don Horsley  
and Dan Lieberman of
State Senator Leland Yee’s
office joined the festivities 
to make presentations. As-
semblyman Jerry Hill sent 
a proclamation to each in-
ductee.

Congratulations to this
year’s PSHOF inductees 
– Hazel Beck, Ernie Brock-
meyer, Allan Hale and Rich 

Pucci.
Circle Feb. 25, 2012 on 

your calendar. That’s the 
date for next year’s PSHOF
awards dinner. The Pacifi ca
Sports Club welcomes the 
public to submit candidates
for consideration into the 
PSHOF. Send a description 
of your candidate, listing 
their sports achievement,
to Pacifica Sports Club, P.O 
Box 626, Pacifica CA 94404,
or email to horaceh1@ya-
hoo.com. For athletes the
achievements must be post-
high school.

Horace Hinshaw
President, Pacifica

Sports Club

Chocolate
Fest thanks
Editor:
The students, staff, par-

ents and the Chocolate Fest 
Committee would like to 
thank the following spon-
sors for their donation of 
sponsorship to the Annual 
Chocolate Fest on Satur-
day, Feb. 12.

We would like to thank 
Coldwell Banker Fahey 
Properties, Dennis Fahey,
for again sponsoring the 
event. Fahey Properties
has been a long term sup-
porter of Ingrid B. Lacy for 
several years.

We would also like to 
thank the other sponsors, 
most of whom being local 
businesses have supported 
Chocolate Fest and Ingrid B. 
Lacy for several years. They 
include Suzanne Gettchell 
Wallace, Coldwell Banker 
Fahey Properties, Pacifica
Police Officers Association, 

Mary Brown State Farm
Insurance, Recology of the 
Coast, Dr Susan Hsu, Trow-
bridge Farmers Insurance 
and Mike Lewis Concrete.

The Chocolate Fest was 
a success again this years 
in large part due to LO-
CAL business that support 
LOCAL students and their 
community.

Please support the local 
business in Pacifica espe-
cially those that support 
our community.

Mike O’Neill
Linda Mar

Fire tax ballot
Editor:
Our mail-in fi re tax bal-

lot came today. It’s worded 
a little funny. The yes box
says, “Yes, I support the
proposed assessment on
my parcel for fi re sup-
pression services, includ-
ing firefi ghter personnel, 
equipment and apparatus” 
while the no box simply 
states, “No, I oppose the 
proposed assessment on
my parcel for fire suppres-
sion services.”

I went online to see how 
much our firefi ghters actu-
ally earn because the fi re
tax ballot mentions it will
help pay for personnel. The 
state controllers web site 
has the amounts for 2009. 
Two of our three Battalion
Chiefs earned over $257,000 
each, with more than 
$120,000 of that in over-
time. A Fire Captain earned 
over $153,000, with over 
$40,000 of that in overtime. 
The rest of our fi refi ghters
earned over $120,000 on 
average and that’s not in-

cluding benefits. I can see 
why, given these amounts, 
the city manager wants us 
to tax ourselves more on 
behalf of the fi refi ghters.
Perhaps a better solution 
would be pay cuts for our 
heros. At least it would 
show some empathy from
the public sector toward us 
regular schmoes.

The ballot came with 
a breakdown of who will 
pay what if you vote yes. If
you vote for this parcel tax 
and are a resident you will 
be adding $73.17 to your
annual property tax bill, 
you will also be adding the 
whopping sum of $678.28 to 
the property taxes of all our
local businesses and $41.13 
per acre of undeveloped 
parcels like Dave Colt’s 
acreage on Pedro Point.

I’m voting NO because I 
think it an unfair tax. The 
thought that a yes vote will 
condemn business owners
like my favorite mechanic 
or restaurant to an addi-
tional $678.28 a year is just 
too much to bear, and that 
friends of mine will pay an 
extra $41.13 per acre for 
land that is undeveloped 
is just plain mean know-
ing how combative we as a
community can be toward 
development.

I’m sorry, but given the 
impact on others I live with, 
I cannot in good faith vote
for this tax. I urge all city 
employees from our city 
manager to our lowest paid
hourly contractor to take 
a 5 percent pay cut and 
pay into your own retire-
ment like the rest of us do. 
We are hurting, too, and it 

would be nice if you could 
show you understand that. 
A simple 5 percent wage 
cut would more than equal 
the fire tax. What do you
say folks?

Todd McCune Bray
Rockaway Beach

Vote Yes
Editor:
Pacifica is a “bedroom 

community” – it’s off the
beaten path, the last city 
before you head down the 
coast, situated on the out-
skirts of a metropolitan 
area. We aren’t South San 
Francisco or Redwood City 
in the middle of the Pen-
insula where hundreds of 
thousands of people live, 
work and, most impor-
tantly, shop.

The sales tax collected
from stores like Costco and 
Target helps those commu-
nities pay for their local po-
lice, fi re, public works and 
the other services citizens 
expect from their cities. 
South San Francisco annu-
ally collects over $10.2 mil-
lion in sales tax to pay for 
community services for the 
65,000 people living in SSF.  
Pacifica collects only $1.2 
million to provide the same
services for the 40,000 peo-
ple living in Pacifica. That’s 
been a problem for Pacifi ca 
for a very long time.

Now we are experienc-
ing the impacts of the fi nan-
cial crisis that is impacting
other cities, the state and 
the nation. 

But the difference here 
is that community mem-
bers decided to approach 
it rationally by educating 

themselves about the issue.
They formed a Financing
City Services Committee 
and met with staff and all 
departments during a series 
of meetings covering many
months. From that they de-
veloped a series of recom-
mendations on how to bal-
ance the city’s budget.

The actions they recom-
mended included reduc-
tions in employee benefi ts
and salaries and small tax 
increases for the citizens.
Their view was that the fi -
nancial solution should be 
shared by both employees 
and citizens. They recog-
nized that we are a commu-
nity and that times of crisis
require us to work together 
to survive intact.

Owners of commercial 
property and homeowners 
are currently being asked if 
they would be willing to pay 
an additional tax amount to 
help support the Fire De-
partment. If this tax does
not pass, cuts will have to 
be made in other services
like road repair, park main-
tenance and other non-
emergency services.

Pacifica already oper-
ates as a very lean city. And 
as in every crisis, we can 
only survive if we work to-
gether.

The city services we 
take for granted can only 
continue if we fund them.
Without them, our home 
and property values will 
decrease far more than the
small amount each of us is 
being asked to contribute 
on this ballot measure.

Julie Lancelle
Vallemar

What you can do to help
support your hometown paper

BY HORACE HINSHAW
TRIBUNE SPORTS EDITOR

What do you want in your 
hometown newspaper?

News, sports, arts, edu-
cation, opinions, classified?

The Pacifica Tribune has 
all of those and more.

I cannot think of any 
reason why a person living 
in our community would not
want to be kept informed on 
the many activities in Paci-
fica. Those activities can be 
found only in the Tribune, 
which has been publishing
quality community news for 
50 years.

I’ve had the enjoyment
of writing sports for the Tri-
bune for over 40 years. It
has been a passion of love
and volunteerism. It has
been a fun ride.

Little League season is 
about to start. I challenge
anybody to find a Bay Area 

small town newspaper that
devotes more coverage to 
youth baseball than the
Tribune. The same goes 
true for youth soccer and
other youth activities. I en-
joy people telling me they 
send a copy of their son or
daughter’s game to a grand-
mother living on the East 
Coast. Even after 40 years of 
writing, I’m still approached 
by people of whom I penned
an article when they were 
young. Today, they are par-
ents themselves, but they re-
member and they share that 
moment with me. I want 
those stories to continue.

Yes, the Tribune has a 
web page. But not every 
story is included on the 
website and there’s nothing 
quite like having a print clip-
ping to save in a scrapbook.

Advertising remains the
newspapers’ major source
of revenue. But just as im-

portant is the revenue that
comes from subscriptions 
and that’s where the com-
munity can do its part to
help support its favorite 
small-town newspaper.

Yes, the newspaper is 
available for sale in area
racks. But as a subscriber 
you really get the bang for 
your buck. For only $30 a 
year you get the Tribune
delivered weekly (Wednes-
day), San Mateo County 
Times (Friday and Sunday) 
and it all arrives on your 
doorstep on delivery day.

And if for some reason it
doesn’t arrive, the Tribune 
staff will personally deliver
a paper. If you go on vaca-
tion, we’ll hold delivery 
while you’re gone and then 
deliver a vacation package 
of the issues you missed 
when you return.

People ask Pacifi ca Tri-
bune Editor and Publisher 

Elaine Larsen all the time: 
“We love our Tribune. What 
can we do to help support
it?” The answer is simple: 
become a Tribune sub-
scriber. It’s a win-win for 
all.

If you’re reading this 
column, and you are not a
Tribune subscriber, I en-
courage you to call the Tri-
bune at 738-9999 and tell 
Circulation Manager Mar-
cus Scofield to sign you 
up for delivery. If you call 
before March 31, as a new 
subscriber you’ll be entered 
into a drawing for a $50 gift 
certificate from Nick’s Res-
taurant.

And, if you’re so inclined, 
drop me a note telling me
how the Tribune can be 
even more pleasing for your 
reading enjoyment. You 
can reach me at horaceh1@
yahoo.com. I’d like to hear
your comments.
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Pacifica Tribune paper carriers Michael and Paul Halpin, circa 1963

Subscribe to the Tribune!
Call 650-738-9999

or email circulation manager 
Marcus Scofield at 

mscofield@bayareanewsgroup.com

. . . or just drop in at 59 Bill Drake Way

Were you a paper carrier for the Tribune?

Please send us a photo!


