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of thriving habitat that are
also enjoyed by people from
all over the Bay Area.
Reduction or elimination of the golf course will
cause undeniable economic
hardship in Pacifica and
will impact local businesses
and the city’s tax revenue
negatively. The golf course
is paramount to the renovation and revitalization of
Palmetto Avenue. As the
southern anchor of Palmetto, it also serves as the
gateway to the Mori Point
component of the GGNRA.
Loss of the golf course
would be a terrible loss for
not only Pacifica, but to the
environmental community
as well.
San Francisco is once
again under attack to close
the golf course and declare
it open space. We believe
the current lawsuit filed by
the Center for Biological
Diversity is counter to the
wishes of San Francisco,
Pacifica and all the entities
that have joined to maintain
this historic course.
The chamber requests
council to agendize and

officially vote to reaffirm
you support, as you unanimously did on Dec. 10, 2007
to support San Francisco in
maintaining the Sharp Park
Golf Course as a regulationsized course and to also express your support for the
current mitigation plan in
place to protect native species. The chamber supports
a strong message reiterating Pacifica’s determination
to maintain Sharp Park Golf
Course.
Chris Porter
President,
Pacifica
Chamber of Commerce

Fire
Suppression
Tax

Editor:
As a senior and disabled
woman living in Pacifica
since 1970 my children and
I owe our lives to the Pacifica Fire Department who
on various occasions risked
their own lives to serve and
protect us and our neighbors. No amount of payment would be enough for
men like them who would
risk health and their lives
to keep us safe in our city of
Pacifica. May we all do all
we can to have them ready
and available so as not to

worry who will come when
we might have an emergency.
M. Cordero
Pacific Manor

Yes on Fire
Tax

Editor:
I’ve been reading each
week about why we should
or shouldn’t have the Fire
Assessment Tax. I’ve also
read that we pay our firefighters too much. I followed
Mr. Bray’s advice and went
to the State Controller’s
website and discovered that
Pacifica falls in the “average” pay scale for firefighters in the State of California and with the exception
of our two battalion chiefs
whose salaries are well over
average. I then did a little
fact finding about the job of
a firefighter and learned a
few facts.
1. Firefighters are paid
by the hour and they work
24-48 hours shifts making
their work week 48-60+
hours! That’s about 40 percent more hours than the
“average” worker. If they
are fighting fire they don’t
go home at the end of their
shift, and yes that’s when
they earn overtime.
2. Firefighters have a

shorter life expectancy then
the average person. They
are three times more likely
to die on the job or be seriously injured. Firefighters
are also at a greater risk
of cancer due to the toxic
materials they are exposed
to. Let us all remember
911; those were firefighters
rushing to the rescue! Don’t
think for one second that
our own Pacifica firefighters would do any less than
those brave and gallant heroes.
3. Firefighting is a physically demanding job that
requires early retirement or
would you want a 65 year
old trying to carry you out
of a burning building?
4. Firefighting is becoming more and more technical and requires more and
more training. They must
have training not only in
house, grass and gas firefighting but in hazardous
waste, emergency medicine,
emergency
preparedness
and homeland security, to
name just a few.
What would you do if you
called 911 and were told,
“All of our firefighters are
out on other calls, please
call back later.” As silly
as this sounds, if we keep
making cut backs in essential services by refusing to

pay for them, this could be
our future. Just how many
firefighters can we afford to
lose? When I moved to Pacifica in 1976 there were three
car dealerships and a furniture/appliance store all contributing to our tax revenue.
They are all gone now not
because businesses were not
doing well, but because the
owners wanted to retire and
no one wanted their business, or they died and heirs
didn’t want the business or
were unable to run them.
However, there has been
a whole lot of home building going on. Two condo
developments on Roberts
Road, 40-plus homes on the
site of the old Pedro Valley
School, 40-plus homes off
Monterey, luxury homes
above Oceana, more houses
built on Roberts Road, in
Rockaway, Vallemar and
on Pedro Point and more.
Who protects all these new
streets and the people that
live in them? The Fire and
Police Departments and
they are just spread a little
thinner and with every new
housing development they
will be spread even thinner.
We no longer have the kind
of businesses that contribute large tax revenue and
therefore no longer have
the taxes that helped pay

for our essential services so
the responsibility now falls
on those of us that need and
use those services.
I know from personal
experience just how professional and well trained our
firefighters are. We had a
house fire, Pacifica Firefighters responded and requested backup from both
Daly City and San Bruno.
Pacifica Firefighters came
back several times in the
following hours to make
sure there were no “hot
spots.” A few months after my house fire we were
invited to participate in a
fundraiser for the Pacifica
Fire Department to raise
money to purchase an infrared (thermal imaging) camera that would see the hot
spots in the walls, floors and
ceiling and would also help
find people and animals in
the dense smoke. Imagine a
camera that did all that and
our fire department could
not afford one. Shame on
us. Shame on anyone who
thinks our Fire Department
is not worth the $6.10 a
month. Take it from someone who knows. You will
pay one way or the other.
A pound of prevention is
worth every penny.
Helene Olson
Linda Mar

Sharp Park Educational Forum: Key Points
BY JOHN BOWIE
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Last Thursday, March
31, scientists Bob Battalio,
Peter Baye and Dawn Reis
shared the findings from
their recent study and recommendations for Sharp
Park with the Pacifica community.
The authors explained
why they believe their proposed restoration will provide superior flood management for residents, preserve
Sharp Park’s beach, create
sustainable habitat conditions for endangered species, and provide the most
overall public benefits for
the least cost compared to
other plans for the area, including preserving the existing uses of the site.
Bob Battalio, a coastal
engineer with the consulting firm PWA ESA, shared
an in-depth investigation of
the history of Sharp Park’s
barrier berm, the natural
configuration of the “backbeach lagoon,” and future
plans to protect Pacifica’s

communities from the deleterious effects of freshwater
flooding and future sea level
rise. Battalio’s specific suggestions include allowing
the existing sea wall to return to barrier dunes, while
constructing new, more effective flood defenses closer
to the local communities.
San Francisco Recrecation
and Parks’ Feb. 23 working
group findings and press release concurred with these
findings.
Battalio also addressed
community concerns of tsunami vulnerability, explaining that Pacifica’s fault-line
geology is not prone to tsunamis like other areas on
the north coast.
Peter Baye pointed out
that core samples of tsunami sand deposits support
this statement, with very
small inland sand deposits
in Pacifican core samples,
compared to large sand deposits in northern samples
from the same time frame.
Dawn Reis, a herpetologist specializing in California’s coastal reptiles

and amphibians, discussed
the threatened California
Red-Legged Frog and the
endangered
San
Francisco Garter Snake. Her
presentation began with
a discussion of protected
species status and the state
and federal organizations
responsible for their management. She then went
on to discuss the two species’ current range, habitat
requirements, and the best
practices for their recovery.
This included a restoration
of Laguna Salada, the construction of smaller isolated
ponds (akin to those along
the Mori Point trail) and a
discussion to pursue connective corridors uniting
the east and west portions
of Sharp Park via an ecological causeway or tunnel
if those opportunities arise
with future Caltrans cooperation.
Peter Baye closed out
the presentation by discussing the coastal ecology of
lagoons. The historical section of his study showed Laguna Salada prior to Sharp

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
LAUNDRY TO LANDSCAPE
Laundry to Landscape greywater
recycling program is Saturday,
April 30, at 10:30 a.m. in San
Francisco (see urbanfarmerstore.
com for location). This class
sponsored by the SF Public
Utilities Commission (sfwater.
org) trains people to install their
own greywater systems that use
laundry and some other household wastewater to irrigate yards
and gardens. The program pays

$95 for material expenses, and
the training itself is free.
To volunteer, contact Jeff Parker
(jeffp@urbanfarmerstore.com).
Info: greywateralliance.org or
greywateraction.org. (forwarded
by Robert and Christine Boles,
Beausoleil Architects)
AUTHORS & EDITORS
Self-publishing authors are
invited to the Bay Area Editors’
Forum (BAEF), Monday, April 18,

Park, with images of cattails and tules, indicating
that the lagoon was always
fresh to brackish, with occasional overtopping from
waves. Baye went on to examine model lagoons in the
area, including the ecology
at the mouth of Pedro Creek
and Laguna Creek. Prior to
seawall construction, Baye
discovered, Laguna Salada
was likely ecologically similar to these model habitats,
which contain suitable habitat and stable populations
of California red-legged
frogs.
This data is contrary to
the belief that the sea wall
somehow created habitat
for frogs; available historical evidence indicates Laguna Salada always provided suitable habitat for
the species.
In addition, Dr. Baye
fielded questions about the
potential for mosquito population increases, stating
that a mature marsh system
actually has less potential
for mosquitoes than the existing pumped system, due

from 6 to 8:30 p.m., Mechanics’
Institute, 57 Post Street, 4th Floor,
San Francisco, just steps from
Montgomery BART station. What
could be more mutually beneficial
than bringing together likeminded professionals who could
learn to rely on one another? Editors can help new authors develop
successful publications, navigating the business side of self-publishing. The forum covers services
that editors offer, the different
types and levels of editing, what
editing services cost, and working
with self-publishing services like
Lulu, Blurb, Lightning Source,
and Amazon CreateSpace.
PROTECT YOURSELF
(1) Shred anything containing
your name, address, account
numbers, etc., and collect shredded documents in a paper bag
and place in blue recycling bin.
Use credit cards rather than debit

to the fact that mosquito
predators such as frogs
and large fish can populate the area in a way that
constant draining does not
allow. Mosquitoes rapidly
multiply in shallow waters
where predators cannot
reach their larvae. In short,
restoration would not pose
any threat of mosquito
over-population.
Some community members posed challenging
questions to the report authors regarding the peer
review process and the independence of the authors.
Peter Baye responded,
“what we did with the peerreview for this group is we
picked from peer-reviewers who have already participated as peer-reviewers
for State Parks projects and
National Park Service projects.
So in terms of hand picking, the hands have already
picked them, and it’s the
same people and the same
pool of expertise that is used
for all the Federal and State
Lagoon restoration projects

cards. (2) Annually change your
passwords and create separate
passwords for banking and shopping. (3) Get credit monitoring
of all three credit bureaus 24/7 in
real time, not just quarterly, and
pay no more than about $10-$12 a
month for this service.
BASEBALL FRANCAIS
“I am watching a doubleheader
between Pessac (a Bordeaux
area team) and Montpellier. Both
are in the Elite 8, the French
equivalent of the Major League
Baseball. Most of the players
are young—around 20—and a
handful are foreigners, including
a couple with U.S. origins. The
rules are the same, but the crowd
is decidedly smaller than in the
U.S. In fact, only about 20 of us
are braving the 50-degree weather
here in Pessac. Best of all, there
is no admission. And the snack
food looks like it’s going to be

up and down the coast.”
Bob Battalio followed up,
“as professionals one of
the things you have is your
reputation, and people who
do professional reviews
provide their professional
opinions and they don’t
compromise that because
that’s their entire livelihood
and their reputation more
than anything. So the peer
review was real and solid
,and it was useful.”
The forum brought to
light numerous relevant
scientific findings and addressed many community
concerns.
The report authors graciously shared their time,
putting on a three-hour
presentation with questions
and answers for a comprehensive look at the history,
ecology, and conceptual
restoration of Sharp Park.
Lynn Adams served as
moderator, setting aside
her duties and responsibilities to the Pacifica Beach
Coalition for the evening. A
copy of their report is available at the Pacifica Library.

slices of ham, Emmental cheese,
and lettuce on a baguette.” (Joel
Maybury, U.S. Consul, Bordeaux,
France)
HAIKU TO YOU
The dogs sit and yawn,
The aquarium gurgles,
The human is home.
(BJ Nathanson)
SWAMI SEZ
“It’s gotta be weird stuffing money
into a stripper’s bikini when every
bill has a photo of your grandmother printed on it.” (guest at
Prince William’s bachelor party)
MAYBURRITOVILLE
Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
Blogger: PacificaRiptide.com
Copyeditor: goofbuster.com
Teacher: Inner Editor class
Email Address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com
EARTH DAY SIGNMAKER TODD BRAY
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