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Summer
Sweep
Editor:
With all the craziness
and challenges in the world
(and locally), why not do
something that helps and
makes a positive difference?
Why not drop a few bucks at
the Pacificans Care garage
sale sites all around the city
on Saturday, Aug. 6, from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.? Look for
the HOT PINK signs that
say “Supporting Pacificans
Care.”A large percentage

of money raised at each site
(50 percent or more) will go
directly back into the community to support a variety
of human/social services in
Pacifica. The rest goes back
to the sellers and they receive a tax deductible donation letter that verifies every
dollar they donate.
You can find all of the
site addresses and cross
streets in the Tribune after
the July 16 free registration
deadline.
Or you can download
extensive information (including the main items for
sale at each site) from our
website
Pacificans-Care.
org. Or, if you prefer, you
can pick up a hard copy of
the information at selected
locations around town, in-

cluding: Vallemar Station,
the libraries, the Chamber
of Commerce, the Community Center, and the PB&R
offices. Or, if all else fails,
call Board member Bill Michaelis at the hotline at 3590836 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
And while you’re finding
bargains at less than retail
prices for furniture, baby
clothes and toys, and other
treasurers, remember to
patronize one of your local
merchants for a coffee or a
bite to eat (you’ll need the
energy!).
We know they’ll appreciate it and you’ll be doing
your part not only for reuse and recycling, but also
for economic recovery and
community services. Don’t
miss the event on Saturday,

Aug. 6, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Do something positive, fun
and helpful for your community and get a bargain in
the process.
Sweep until you sleep,
shop until you drop. Thank
you for your support.
Bill Michaelis
Vallemar

cifica and Frank’s column
gives me a little hope. Many
thanks for the added diversity.
Marjorie Baer
Pacifica

Support for
Frank

Editor:
I really wanted to believe
the police in Pacifica when
I read over and over that
there was going to be “Zero
Tolerance” on fireworks.
What a bunch of worthless
ink it was to print that malarky.
This weekend of the
Fourth of July sounded
like Linda Mar was under
attack. Those “fireworks”
sounded more like sticks of

Editor:
I loved seeing Frank’s
Salon in the Pacifica Tribune.
I read the paper on a
regular basis and am happy
to see some balance added
to the usual left-wing slant.
It can be lonely and isolating living in California/Pa-

Zero
tolerance?

dynamite going off in this
neighborhood and I never
saw one police car in the
neighborhood all weekend
I survived TET of 1968
in Hue-Phu Bai, South Vietnam, and the sounds of
those battles sounded the
same as Linda Mar did this
weekend.
My poor Siberian Husky
stayed in a state of hysteria
same as I did all weekend
from the explosions going
off, even at 2 a.m. At least
in Vietnam I had the safety
of a bunker, or foxhole.
Here the bottle rockets land
on houses, cars and people
without that protection.
Zero Tolerance? Just hot
air from my point of view!
George Martin
Linda Mar

Guest column
Barbara Arietta

Independence Sunday
This past Sunday, July 3,
I witnessed an Independence
Day service at the Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Pacifica. To my absolute delight,
I found this to be one of the
most enjoyable Independence Day events that I have
ever attended in this town,
and I have been here since
1967.
With the accompaniment
of the Toot Sweet Dixieland
Band, playing such old-time
favorites as “When the Saints
Go Marching In,” “Sunny
Side of the Street,” “Down by
the Riverside” and “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”, as
well as hearing the beautiful
singing of the Star Spangled
Banner by Soprano, and former Miss Pacifica Local, Ms.
Tricia Callero, along with
the Presentation of the Colors by United States Marine
Corps Color Guard (23rd
MRH) to the lively notes of
the “Marine Corps Hymn”,
“Independence Sunday” at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
proved to be a soul-stirring,
toe-tapping, knee-slapping,
memorable event, whose
pace never let up.
From the heartfelt reading
of the Declaration of Independence by school teacher
Ms. Cheri Howard to the
thought-provoking biblical
readings done by Councilmember Sue Digre, Mayor
Mary Ann Nihart and Reverend Tom Nibbe, leading up
to the emotionally moving
rendition of Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address,
delivered so eloquently by
Judge Quentin Kopp, a man
of both principle and great
integrity, who also exemplifies Lincoln’s concept of
“government of the people,

by the people and for the
people”... I couldn’t help but
become impressed...very impressed with the production,
the speeches, and most of all
with the speechmakers.
The production conceived
by the Reverend Nibbe was
brilliantly executed by one
and all. And, even though the
church was filled to capacity,
I wished that more people
in our town could have participated in this brief historical journey, back in time, to
the passionate days of the
American Revolution in 1776
and the challenging years of
the American Civil War from
1861 to 1865. All very moving. All very noteworthy. And,
what, to me that day, seemed
to be all very necessary for
the attendees to hear about
and think about, as they, perhaps, grapple with modern
day problems in their own
personal lives.
But, one of the most
thoughtful and unexpected
speeches that I heard on Independence Sunday was
delivered by our own Mayor
Mary Ann Nihart. Mayor Nihart had been initially asked
by Reverend Nibbe to simply
read a verse from Scripture,
Jeremiah 29:11-13. However,
according to Mayor Nihart,
she asked the Reverend if
she could share some of her
thoughts with the church
attendees after reading the
initial scripture verse. The
Reverend said yes, and Mary
Ann proceeded to deliver her
ruminations, not only on the
passage she had just read
from ancient times, but she
also waxed philosophically
on matters, much closer to
home in Pacifica, in modern
times.

Because I believe, that
during each annual Independence Day period, we once
again have an opportunity to
reflect on what democracy,
true democracy really means
and the price that many
brave individuals that have
gone before us have paid to
keep us free, as well as a time
to think about what ideals
we need to hold close to our
hearts and act upon, in order
to survive the challenges and
minefields of modern day living, rather than paraphrasing
Mayor Nihart’s brief speech,
I am going to report it as she
delivered it, simply because I
believe it needs to be understood in it’s complete context.
We, in Pacifica, have been
faced with many challenges
in recent months and years
that have seen the loss of
jobs, homes, neighbors and
community businesses. But,
in order to overcome these
challenges, I believe that one
of the most important things
for all of us to avoid, is the
loss of hope and one of the
most important things for
all of us to develop is a sense
of faith in our community,
by developing a helpful connection with each other... I
believe that Mayor Nihart’s
words and thoughts can be of
value to all in this regard.
Mayor Nihart’s Speech:
“The passage that I just
read is a passage taken from
the text of a letter that the
Prophet Jeremiah sent from
Jerusalem to the surviving elders and all the people King
Nebuchadnezzar sent into
exile in Babylon when he destroyed Jerusalem.
The once great city of

Wandering &
Wondering
John Maybury
STATE OF THE OCEAN
Several reports released in June
2011 underscore the urgency
of ocean protection efforts like
California’s Marine Life Protection
Act (MLPA). Scientists warn
that climate change, overfishing,
habitat loss, and acidification
are driving marine systems
to the brink, and cite marine
protected areas as a critical part
of the solution to buffer against
growing pressures and to allow
nature to rebound. On June
20, the International Union for
the Conservation of Nature
(iucn.org) published a study
that concluded the state of our
oceans is more serious than
previously thought, warning
“this is a very serious situation
demanding unequivocal action
at every level. We are looking at
consequences for humankind
that will impact in our lifetime.” A
June 21 story in the San Francisco
Chronicle noted that “damage to
marine life would harm its ability
to support humans.” While the
findings are grim, the IUCN report
does offer concrete steps we can
take to reverse the downward
trend in ocean health. The report
summary specifically calls for
the need to “establish a globally
comprehensive and representative
system of marine protected
areas to conserve biodiversity,
to build resilience, and to ensure
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Bablyon, where the Jews
were held captive for 70
years, became a symbol of
power, materialism, and
cruelty. This letter let the
people know that, although
they were in exile, the Lord
expected them to grow and
prosper. In some ways, it is
a message that their fate is
in their own hands. For, if
we seek the Lord with all our
heart, we will find him.
This is so appropriate for
the celebration of our independence, the celebration of
our freedom. Those from Europe, and later from all over
the world, have come to this
country seeking freedom and
liberty. They seek an ideal.
They sought to throw off the
chains of control by others
and to work together to set
their own future, to develop
Democracy. But, as what was
said by Woodrow Wilson, the
American Revolution was a
beginning, not a consummation. Freedom is something
we must continually guard
and protect. Freedom actually comes from peace and
working together. As the
Prophet Jeremiah expected,
he expected those to work together, develop community
and prosper.
In Pacifica, I found my
home and as I aged, I began
to realize that my community is what I make of it. As
a youth, I resented the influ-

ence of others. As an adult,
I realize that I am nothing,
without my connection to
others.
Democracy, true democracy, means that I must listen,
respect, and value the views
of others. I must honor the
man or woman who stands
and speaks the very words
that make my blood boil.
But, democracy also means
we come to compromise, we
have reasoned discourse, we
value education, we value the
freedom of information.
Franklin D. Roosevelt
said, ‘In the truest sense, freedom cannot be bestowed; it
must be achieved.’ In today’s
world, we are bombarded
with complex decisions and
tons of information. We can
look to many sources and
realize that as technology
improves, the world gets
smaller and opinions, disguised as truth, get larger. It
is much like Bablyon — ‘Anything goes.’
More than ever, we must
develop critical thinking
to sort facts and not be enslaved by the onslaught of
news and opinions from others. We must be vigilant. We
must work hard. We must
study and we must reach out
to others. We must develop
community. This takes constant work.
Never truer were the
words of Thomas Paine, that

feared even in the beginning,
that “Those who expect to
reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.” We must work hard
to fight this fatigue. We must
stay involved and engaged.
We must keep the faith. The
Prophet Jeremiah reminds
us of that faith.
I found my community in
Pacifica. Recently, I have a renewed belief, a renewed faith
and evidence that our community can come together
- that we can pull ourselves
out of hardship and focus
on maintaining the beauty
of our community. We have
to do this together. We have
the talent, the skills, the volunteerism, and the will. We
must not falter in our faith.
As Jeremiah said to those
in exile, ‘We may prosper, we
may grow together and multiply. We must take the tools
and the faith that the Lord
has given us and we must
believe.’
May you all have a happy
and safe 4th of July, and may
you all reflect on the meaning and responsibilities of
freedom. The responsibilities
we have to each other and
our community. God bless
the United States of America.
God bless Pacifica, and God
bless each of you.”
And may God bless you,
as well, Mayor Nihart.

you think of the new blog at
PacificaRiptide.com/inner_editor
BOOK OF THE WEEK
“The Watchman’s Rattle:
Thinking Our Way Out of
Extinction” by Rebecca Costa
(order from Florey’s Book Co. on
Palmetto in Sharp Park near the
public library)

ecologically sustainable fisheries
with minimal ecological footprint.”
The same week, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration released a report
that called for more marine
reserves and protected areas
in U.S. waters, particularly in
coastal areas. It noted their
value both for wildlife and for
people: “Establishing a marine
reserve not only protects and
helps to restore the habitats and
populations of organisms within
the reserve, it can also support
and enhance the habitats and
populations throughout a region.
This in turn supports human
communities by protecting places
and resources valued by people
for their intrinsic and economic
values.“ Finally, a study published
in Nature on June 22 underscored
the worldwide importance of the
California current, likened to
the Serengeti, for the survival of
top ocean predators like sharks,
sea turtles, and tunas. The
study emphasized the value of
protecting habitat “hot spots.”

NATURE BOY
This week’s beautiful Pacifica
nature shots are from Rockaway
Headlands, photographed by
Erik Piro.

YOUR INNER EDITOR
I am starting a new blog called
Inner Editor. Please check it
out and feel free to comment
about items on the site or email
me postworthy items (my email
address is at the bottom of this
column). Let me know what

MAYBURRITOVILLE
n Columnist: Pacifica Tribune,
Loma Prietan (Sierra Club)
n Blogger: PacificaRiptide.com
n Copyeditor: Goofbuster.com
n Teacher: Your Inner Editor
n John Maybury’s email address:
mayburrito@goofbuster.com

SWAMI SEZ
“I see in the future a crisis
approaching that unnerves me
and causes me to tremble for
the safety of my country. As a
result of the war, corporations
have been enthroned and an era
of corruption in high places will
follow, and the money power
of the country will endeavor to
prolong its reign by working
upon the prejudices of the people
until wealth is aggregated in a
few hands and the Republic is
destroyed. I feel at this moment
more anxiety for the safety of my
country than ever before, even in
the midst of the war.” (Republican
President Abraham Lincoln,
November 21, 1864)
SITESEER
n Can you stump the genius?
akinator.mobi.us
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