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San Mateo County leads in effort to regulate e-waste 
REDWOOD CITY – San Mateo County Supervisor David J. Canepa will be available to speak to the press Tuesday, Oct. 
17, 2017 after the Board of Supervisors enacts new rules on the responsible recycling of electronic waste. 

“Silicon Valley is hooked on electronics but is shamefully behind the times when it comes to recycling e-waste. There 
need to be incentives in place to promote the recycling of e-waste, which is harmful to human health and the environment. 
It’s time to stop sending our problems overseas where e-waste contaminates water, soil and air,” Supervisor Canepa said. 

Supervisor Canepa partnered with the Office of Sustainability and Supervisor Dave Pine to draft an ordinance that 
requires e-waste recyclers to be certified by the county and that all collectors of e-waste deliver only to certified recyclers.  

Supervisor Canepa continued: “Silicon Valley should be in the forefront in all of the world when it comes to protecting 
the public from its products, especially when their usefulness has come to an end. Standards must be put in place to 
protect the health and safety of the public, the environment and the workers who handle e-waste. This is our problem and 
it’s a problem than can be fixed through collaboration. I look forward to advancing this initiative beyond San Mateo 
County not only to protect U.S. citizens but the residents in other nations who are paid very little to clean up our 
hazardous waste.” 

To learn more about the problem, Supervisor Canepa recommends viewing a “60 Minutes” program on the topic at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jSbYTNAJIQ.  

WHO: San Mateo County Supervisor David J. Canepa, District 5 

WHAT: Passage of the “Responsible Recycling of E-waste” ordinance. 

WHERE: 400 County Center, Redwood City, 94063 

WHEN: 9 a.m. Tuesday, Oct 17. Press availability after ordinance is passed. 

Press contact:  
Bill Silverfarb (415) 314-1737 bsilverfarb@smcgov.org 

*** 

San Mateo County Supervisor David J. Canepa serves District 5 which includes the cities of Daly City, Colma, Brisbane, 
portions of South San Francisco and San Bruno and the unincorporated Broadmoor Village. 

	


